


C O M M I T T E E  F t E P O R T  

S E N A T E

FURTHER: None

4/25/80

Mr. President: HEALTH, EDUCATION AND

The Committee on SOCIAL SERVICE?

Date:

has had^

t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  Home A d m i n i s t r a t o r s

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ 1

[ ]

[ S'")

[ ) 

[ ] 

( 1

do pass [ ] do not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s)

replace with CS for __________

ar.fi r e c o m m e n d s __________________

] same title
ix i new t i t le

AND attaches a 'Letter of Intern. [ ] New Fiscal Note

reports it back without recommendation

referred to t h e ____________  Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
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Of f e r e d in t h e SENATE: 

To: _______________

By :

___________  SENATE BILL No. _

s e n a t e  cs HOUSE BILL No. J i Z

Pa g e : i

l i n e  1 4 : i n s e r t

" *  S e c .  2 .  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 2 G ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( c )  A b o a r d  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  m ay  b e  c o n t i n u e d  o r  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s ­

l a t u r e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  f o u r  y e a r s  u n l e s s  t h e  

b o a r d  i s  c o n t i n u e d  o r  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d

u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 . "

RENUMBER REMAINING j ECTIO NS ACCORDINGLY

S 70
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POUCH H-07
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M arch 3 1 , 1980

The H o n o ra b le  G lenn  H ackney
C h a irm an , S e n a te  HESS C om m ittee  D o c u ,  1 5 9 - 2 0
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  ’ "-----------------
Pouch V
J u n e a u , A la sk a  99811 

D ear S e n a to r  H ackney:

H ouse B i l l  447 p ro p o s e s  t e r m in a t in g  th e  - p s te n c e  o f  th e  B oard o f  N u rs in g  
Home A d m in is t r a to r s  on  J a n u a r y  1 , 1981 .e a s s ig n s  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
t o  t h e  D ep a rtm en t o f  Commerce and  Econr D evelopm en t.

At t h e  t im e  v a r io u s  B o ard s  and C om m issions w ere  b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  
" s u n s e t t i n g "  by  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  in  1 9 7 9 , i t  was found  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  t h e  B oard  o f  N u rs in g  Home A d m in is t r a to r s  o r  some s i m i l a r  ty p e  o f  
" p e e r  re v ie w "  s ,  3tern w a s , by f e d e r a l  la w , (U .S . Code 42 S u b -C h a p te r  XIX
S . 1396 a ( 2 9 ) )  n e c e s s a r y  i l  t h e  S t a t e "57 A la sk a  was t o  c o n t in u e  to  
r e c e iv e  f e d e r a l  fund  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  M eclicaid  n u r s in g  home s e r v i c e s .

F e d e ra l  fu n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  th e  M e d ic a id  n u r s in g  
home s e r v i c e s  fu n d in g . N u rs in g  home s e r v i c e s  c o m p rise  70% o f  t h e  t o t a l  
A la s k a  M e d ic a id  1 u d g e t ( tw e n ty - n in e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s )  and t h e r e f o r e ,  
a p p ro x im a te ly  f o u r t e e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  (50% m a tc h in g )  c o u ld  b e  l o s t  ;n 
f e d e r a l  fu n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i f  some ty p e  o f  " p e e r  re v ie w "  l i c e n s i n g  
f u n c t io n  i s  n o t  p r o v id e d  f o r  in  A la s k a  S t a t u t e .

When v iew ed  s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  j u s t i f y  t h e  n e e d  f o r ,  and 
c o s t  o f  a  s t a t e w i d e ,  r e g i o n a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  f i v e  member B oard  o f  N u rs in g  
Home A d m in is t r a to r s  when o n ly  a p p ro x im a te ly  35 l i c e n s e s  h a v e  been  i s s u e d  
s in c e  1976. H ow ever, w i th  a p p ro x im a te ly  f o u r t e e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  
f e d e r a l  fu n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d e p e n d e n t upon t h e  s t a t e  h a v in g  " e i t h e r  a 
B oard  o f  N u rs in g  Home A d m in is t r a to r s  o r  an  ag en cy  o f  th e  s t a t e  r e s p o n ­
s i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  t h e  H e a l in g  A r t s  A ct o f  \ h e  s t a t e "  t h e  c o s t  
an d  n e e d  i s  e a s i e r  r a t i o n a l i z e d .

What seem s n eed ed  i s  a  m ethod  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  N u rs in g  
Home A d m in is t r a to r s  l i c e n s u r e d  th ro u g h  t h e  D ep artm en t o f  Commerce and 
Econom ic D evelopm ent w h i le  a t  t h e  sam e t im e  p r o v id in g  a  m ethod o f  
in e x p e n s iv e  " p e e r  r e v ie w ."  Some a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  we hav e  c o n s id e r e d  
a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1. E s t a b l i s h  t h e  Long Term C a re  D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  A la sk a  S t a t e  H o s p i ta l  
A s s o c ia t io n  a s  t h e  b o a rd  t h e  D ep a rtm en t o f  Commerce and  Econom ic 
D ep a rtm en t m ust c o n s u l t  w i th  r e g a r d in g :

OC-F61LH



Honorable Glenn Hackney -2 - March 31, 1980

a .  P ro m u lg a tin g  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s .

b .  R e v o c a tio n  o f  l i c e n s e s .

c .  E s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  p ro c e d u re s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  l i c e n s e s  u p h o ld
s ta n d a r d s .

d . A d o p tio n  o f  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e d u c a t io n a l  r e q u i r e m e n ts .

The Long Term C a re  D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  H o s p i ta l  A s s o c ia t io n
m ee ts  a t  l e a s t  b i - a n n u a l l y  and  a t  no e x p e n se  t o  t h e  S t a t e  c o u ld
p r o v id e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u p p o r t  n e e d ed  to  f u l f i l l  f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e  
r e q u i r e m e n ts .  The Long Term C are  D iv i s io n  o f  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  
H o s p i ta l  A s s o c ia t io n  i s  com posed o f  a l l  t h e  n u r s in g  home a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A le s k a .

I I .  E s t a b l i s h  a  B o a rd , f o r  f e d e r a l  p u r p o s e s ,  com posed o f  s t a t e  em p loyees  
w h o 's  o f f i c e s  a r e  i n  J u n e a u . T h is  ty p e  o f  b o a rd  s h o u ld  m eet d u r in g  
r e g u l a r  w o rk in g  h o u rs  and  t h e r e f o r e ,  s h o u ld  b e  no added  e x p e n se  t o  
th v  S t a t e .

a .  D i r e c t o r  o f  O c c u p a tio n a l  L ic e n s in g .

b .  D i r e c to r  o f  P u b l ic  A s s i s t a n c e .

c .  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l ic  H e a l th .

d .  D i r e c t o r  o f  Nui’s in g  B oard .

I I I .  The d ev e lo p m en t o f  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  h e a l in g  a r t s  a c t ,  w h ich  w ould  
encom pass a l l  h e a l in g  p r o f e s s i o n s .

IV . R e in s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  B oard o f  N u rs in g  Home A d m in is t r a to r s  
w i th  a p p r o p r i a t e  fu n d in g  and  s t a f f i n g  in  t h e  D iv i s io n  o f  O c c u p a tio n a l  
L ic e n s in g  to  ac co m p lish  t h e  t a s k s  r e q u i r e d .

The D iv i s io n  o r  P u b l ic  A s s i s t a n c e  o p p o se s  House B i l l  447 and  s u p p o r t  th e  
r e i n s ta t e m e n t  o f  th e  B oard o f  N u rs in g  Home A d m in is t r a to r s .  We f e e l  th e  
c o s t  o f  s u p p o r t in g  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  su c h  a  b o a rd  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  when 
com pared  t o  th e  am ount o f  f e d e r a l  fund  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in v o lv e d .



SENATE HESS COMMITTEE 

A s s e m b l y  Bu l d i n g , Ro o m 105 

Ju n e a u , A l a s k a

Re f  : 4Jeusi-B+fck N o . W  

Senate Hackney and Members of the HESS Committee:

We have no basic disagreement with the apparent intent 

of H.B, f f W ,  However, there are some relationships with Federal 

Regulations that must be considered so as to protect the ability 

of Nursing Homes to serve the elderly and the ill. The following

IS A BRIEF STATEMENT SETTING FORTH THE PROBLEMS AND SUGGESTING 

A CURE THRU MODEST CHANGES TO THE BILL,

Fo u r "KEY" p h r a s e s  d o m i n a t e  o u r d i s c u s s i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o A i a s k a 's

ELDERLY AND ILL CITIZENS:

He a l i n g  Ar t s Ac t

Bo a r d  of Nu r s i n g Ho m e Ad m i n i s t r a t o r s

Pr o g r a m  Co m p l i a n c e  c o n t i n u a n c e  

Pr o g r a m  Su p p o r t c o n t i n u a n c e

Un d e r  t h e t e r m s  of t h e Fe d e r a l So c i a l  Se c u r i t y  r u l e no

NURSING HOME MAY OPERATE UNLESS IT IS LICENSED - A REQUIREMENT!.

OF THE "HOME'S" LICENSE IS THAT IT BE ADMINISTERED BY A PERSON 

LICENSED AS A NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATOR.

Only two options are available for the licensing of Nursing 

, Home Administrators:

a - L i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t e r m s of a He a l i n g  A r t s Ac t . 

b - L i c e n s e d  b y a Bo a r d of Nu r s i n g  Ho m e Ad m i n i s t r a t o r s .

A l a s k a d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a "He a l i n g A r t s Ac t ". A l a s k a  h a s a "Boa_rxl 

of Nu r s i n g  Ho m e  Ad m i n i s t r a t o r s " a b o u t  to b e s u n s e t t e d ,

W h a t a r e  s o m e of t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s  of n o t h a v i n g  a "Bo a r d "?
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F i r s t ,  t h e  m i n u t e  t h e  " B o a r d "  n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t s ,  t h e  l i c e n s e s

OF THE ADMINISTRATORS BECOME I N V A L I D  —  THUS THE NURSING HOMES 

ARE NOT IN COMPLIANCE AND THE P A T IE N T S  MUST BE MOVED ALMOST IM ­

M E D IA T E L Y ,  RETURNED TO T H E IR  HOMES OR BE PLACED IN N O N -E X IS T IN G  

F A C I L I T I E S .

S e c o n d l y ,  Me d i c a i d  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  to  s t o p  p a y ­

m e n t  OF THE F I F T Y  ( 5 0 % )  PERCENT SUPPORT.

T h e  o b v i o u s  r e s u l t  o f  o n e  a n d  t w o  i s  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  m e d i c a l

CARE FROM APPROXIMATELY 5 0 0  I L L  AND ELDERLY P AT IE N T S  ~  NONE OF 

WHOM HAVE A PLACE TO GO —  SOME OF WHOM ARE COMATOSE —  A L L  OF 

WHOM ARE UNABLE TO CARE FOR THEMSELVES - -  NONE OF WHOM HAVE FAM­

I L I E S  ABLE TO CARE FOR THEM OR THEY WOULD NOT BE IN NURSING HOMES 

—  MOST OF WHOM ARE WARM, C A R IN G ,  LOVING PEOPLE DOING T H E IR  VERY 

BEST UNDER VERY TRYING STATES CF HEALTH.

Wh a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  t o  s t o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  t o  t h e

PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE RESID ENTS OF NURSING HOMES; THE AGED, AND 

THE I L L ,  BOTH YOUNG AND OLD?

Re t a i n  t h e  Bo a r d  o f  Nu r s i n g  Ho m e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s . T h e  L e g i s ­

l a t u r e  MAY WELL D ESIR E  TO CHAN&t THF MANNER IN WHICH THE BOARD IS  

CON STITU TED ,  AND WE WOULD APP ’ AIJD ANY CHANGE THAT BROUGHT ABOUT 

COST SAVING WITHOUT DESTROYING E F F E C T IV E N E S S .  THE S I Z E  OF THE

Bo a r d  m a y  b e  a s  s m a l l  a s  t h r e e  m e m b e r s ;  o n e  c o u l d  w e l l  b e  f r o m

THE STAFF OF HEALTH AND S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S ,  ONE FROM THE DEPARTMENT

o f  Co m m e r c e  a n d  Ec o n o m i c  De v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  o u t s i d e  m e m b e r  

c o u l d  b e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  a  J u n e a u - b a s e d  n u r s i n g  h o m e . T h u s ,

THE ONLY COST INVOLVED WOULD BE C L E R IC A L  AS RELATED TO THE SCHED­

ULED MEETINGS AND E X A M IN A T IO N S .  No TRAVEL AND No PER D IE M .  AND 

T H IS  SYSTEM COMPLIES WITH FEDERAL REOUIREMENTS.
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AS AN ASIDE, I WOULD MENTION THAT IN MY MIND THE CONSIDERATION 

DOING AWAY W I T H  A BOARD MUST INCLUDE DEEP AND C A R E F U L  THOUGHT 

U I THE TOTAL RELATIO N S H I P S  INVOLVED AND NOT ONLY THE APPARENT 

i AND P R O D U C T I V I T Y  OF A BOARD, MUCH WO RK MUST BE DONE ON A

N a t i o n a l  l e v e l  t o  c h a n g e  F e d e r a l  r u l e s  if A l a s k a  t r u l y  w i s h e s  t o

LESSEN EXTERNAL CONTROLS, L e t 's LET THAT BE A SEPERATE CONCERN,

F o r  n o w  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e t a i n  a n a c c e p t a b l e ,

TO US AND TO F E D E R A L  AUTHORITIES, BOARD OF NURSING HOME A D M I N­

ISTRATORS" AND RETAIN OUR ABILITY TO PROVIDE PROPER MEDI C A L  HELP 

FOR OUR ELDERLY AND OUR ILL, SECONDARILY, LET US MAINTAIN OUR 

ABILITY TO SHARE THE COS T WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,

R e m e m b e r , n o  "B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  Ho m e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s " c o u l d  

m e a n  AN# a l m o s t  IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF THE NURSING HOMES THROUGH 

NON COMPLIANCE a n d , a n i  u l t i m a t e  l o s s  o f  F e d e r a l  f u n d i n g .

T h e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  F e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t h f . c u r e  o f  t h e

PROBLEM ARE SIMPLE MATTERS, COMPOSE THE BOARD FROM THE REPRESEN­

TATIVE OF APPROPRIATE STATE AGENCIES PLUS A REPRESENTATIVE OF

t h e  N u r s i n g  H o m e  In d u s t r y  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  t h e  p r e ­

s e n t  RULES

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s

J i m L. B u c k
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SB+AT€-B±U_ NO.-SS&m

"An act relating to professional licensing and to the regulation of 
Nursing home administrators, and providing for an effective date."

Senate Bill 549am lovises current statutes and adds new sections to 
clarify and strengthen the administration of nursing hon j administrators 
licensing procedures. The bill gives the Board, of Nursing Horne Admin­
istrators the authority to develop regulations for the purpose of 
requiring disciplinary sanctions and making renewal of licenses depen- * 
dent upon proof of continued competency.

The bill provides specific administrative procedures for applying 
disciplinary sanctions, and spoils out specific grounds for discipline.

The terms of members of the Beard of Nursing and limited to approx­
imately eight years and the nursing home administrators license is to be 
renewed every four ypars rather than annually.

The Department of health and Social Services supports Senate Bill 549am 
as it is wri tten.

As evidenced by the attached letter from Rod Be Li t.. Director, Division 
of Public Assistance, tl,e existance of and the smooth operation of a 
Board of Nur. ing Home Administrators is important to the operation and 
fur ling of the State of Alaska's Medicaid program.

The hill does not fiscally effect the cost of operation of the Depart­
ment of Health and Social Services other than the federal fund partici­
pation for the Medicaid program.

Recommended lJ/: 1/ >z( '
Rod Be tit, Director 
Division of Public Assistance

Data

Approved By:
Helen D. Beirne, Commissioner 
Department of Health and Social Services
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FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. S e n a te  B i l l  No 5 4 9 a m ________________________
Titlc"An a c t  r e l a t i n g  to  p r o f e s s io n a l  l i c e n s in g  & r e g u l a t i o n  o f  N u rs in g  Home A d m in is t r a to r s " 
Requested bv C o iv rn is s io h e rT T T n  i c e ________________ _________________ Date S / 6 'P.O______________

II. FISCAL DETAIL n . . r  .. u , , r  . , „ .
Aftency Affected DePa r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  and S o c ia l  S e v ic e s
Program Category Affected H e a lth  / D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l ic  A s s i s a n c e
BRU, Program, or Subprogram!s) A ffected______ M ed ica id __________________________________________
(N ote: If more than one budget com ponent is affected, separate line-item am ounts and funding for each

com ponent in the analysis section.) 
EXPENDITURE'S (Thousands o f Dollars)

1 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 . Y 83 FY 84 FY 85 1
!QQ_ PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 O' 0 9
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600 I AND & SI JU IfTU R FS 0 0 0 0 0 0
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TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands o f Dol 

GENERAL. FUND

lars)

0 0 0 0 0 0
FE.DE.KAI I UN OS 0__ 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER (Speeilv E'und Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS 

FULL TIME' 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART 1IME o 0 0 0 0 o K
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) J
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of the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSON'S, Inc.

M arch 2 5 , 19 BO

S e n a te  H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n  & W e lfa re  C om m ittee

A t tn :  S e n a to r  G len  H ackney
Pouch V
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

S u b j e c t :  S u n s e t t i n g  o f  B o a rd  o f  N u rs in g

H o n o ra b le  S e n a to r  H ackney :

As P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A m erican  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e t i r e d  P e r s o n s  and  a s  a  
H c O B M M s t e s t e B e  m enber o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  N u rs in g  Home A d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  I  
H ave b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  t o  e x p r e s s  c o n c e rn  r e g a r d in g  th e  p o s s i b l e  s u n s e t t i n g  o f  
t h i s  B o a rd . A lth o u p h  I  f e e l  t h a t  y o u r  C o n m ltte e  w i l l  i n  no  wav j e o p a r d i z e  
t h e  l o s s  o f  F e d e r a l  fu n d s  w h ic h  s u p p o r t  t h e  c a r e  o f  p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  n u rs in g , 
h c in e s , I  f e e l  o b l ig e d  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  c o n c e rn  o f  N u rs in g  H omes and O ld e r  A la s k a n s .

M arch 1 9 , t h e  M t. J u n e a u  C h a p te r  o f  th e  A m erican  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e t i r e d  
P e r s o n s  v o te d  u n a n im o u s ly  t o  s u p p o r t  Mr. B u c k 's  r e q u e s t .  P le a s e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  
i n c l o s e d  copy o f  h i s  l e t t e r .

Thank you  f o r  y o u r  c o n c e rn  f o r  o u r  e l d e r l v  A la s k a n s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

Bove M. K u l l ,  P r e s i d e n t

Copy : J a c k  B u ck , A d m in is t r a to r
S t .  A n n 's  N u rs in g  H ome 
*115 S i x th  S t r e e t  
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99801
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D o v e  M. K u l l ,  P r e s i d e n t
A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  R e t i r e d  P e r s o n s
M e n d e n h a l l  A p t s .
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D e a r  Madam P r e s i d e n t :

S t .  A n n ' s  N u r s i n g  Home w o u l d  l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  
o f  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e v e r s e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  v e r y  i n j u r i o u s  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  
c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .

T h e  s u n s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  Home A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
a s  we u n d e r s t a n d ,  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  a f f e c t  o f  p u t t i n g  A l a s k a  i n  
s u b s t a n t i a l  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  F e d e r a l  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
a n d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c a n c e l  t h i s  s t a t e ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  M e d i c a i d  
c o s t  s h a r i n g .  S i n c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  f o r  n u r s i n g  
h o m e  c a r e  a m o u n t  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y ,  
we  f e e l  t h i s  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  s e r i o u s  b u d g e t a r y  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  
p e o p l e .

O u r  m a i n  c o n c e r n ,  h . w e v e r ,  i s  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  n e a r l y  5 0 0  
p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .  W h a t  i s  
t o  b e c o m e  o f  t h e m  w i t h o u t  t h e  M e d i c a i d  p r o g r a m ?  A t  a  t i m e  o f  
l i f e  w h e n  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  l i v i n g  o n  a  b a r e l y  s u b -  
s i s t a n c e  l e v e l  i n c o m e  ( S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  B e n e f i t  a n d  L o n g e v i t y  
B o n u s ) ,  we  s t r i p  t h e m  o f  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  o b t a i n  
t h e  m e d i c a l  c o v e r a g e  m a n y  o f  t h e m  w i l l  n e e d .

We w o u l d  l i k e  t o  u r g e  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  
m e m b e r s ,  t o  t a k e  a  f o r m a l  p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  s u n s e t t i n g  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  Home A d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  We f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t  
t h a t  y o u  c o m m u n i c a t e  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p o s i t i o n  t o  me i u De r s  
o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e d r e s s  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  i n j u s t i c e  
t o  o u r  e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s .
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T im e  i s  l i m i t e d ,  w e h a v e  o n l y  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  
t o  a t t a i n  r e l i e f  f o r  o u r  c r i p p l e d  o r  i l l .  P l e a s e  h u i r y ,  t h e y  
a r e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,
S T .  A N N ' S  NURSING HOME

Administrator
Jack  W. B u c k
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