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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  - H O U S E  O l  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

IN SESSION:

POUCH V
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
TELEPHONE: (907) 465-4948

M EM BER O F
FIFTH STATE LEGISLATURE 
NINTH STATE LEGISLATURE 
TENTH STATE LEGISLATURE 
ELEVENTH STATE LEGISLATURE

SUITE I. 1020 STREET 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
TELEPHONE. (907) 277-6219

REP. M. F. "MIKE" B E I R N E  
DISTRICT 7. A N C H O R A G E

C OM MITTEES . 
HEALTH 

EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES 

COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW 
OF REGULATIONS

March 23, 1979

The Honorable Glenn Hackney 
Chairman, Senate Heal th,  Educat ion 

and Social  Serv i ces  Committee 
Pouch V, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, AK 99811
Re: House B i l l  22 

Donation o f  Blood
Dear Senator Hackney:
This l e t t e r  i s  in support o f  House B i l l  22, which would permit 17 year o lds  
to become blood donors wi thout  the need of obta in ing s p e c i f i c  w r i t t en  per­
miss ion from t h e i r  parents .
Many s t a t e s  have such l e g i s l a t i o n  a t  t h i s  time and I am sure that  Alaska 
blood banks and pa t i en t s  would be ne f i t  cons iderab l y  by having t h i s  s t a t u t o r y  
p r i v i l e g e .
This i d e n t i c a l  b i l l  was submi t ted to the previous L e g i s l a t u r e ,  passed through 
the House and was approved by the Senate HESS Committee and wa  ̂ in the Senate 
Rules Committee a t  the t ime of  adjournment.  So, the b i l l  has been cons idered 
before by the Senate HESS Committee and was approved.
The purpose o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  to permit 17 year o l ds  to donate bio id wi thout  
the sp e c i f i c  w r i t t en  permiss ion of  the parent s .  This s u b s t a n t i a l l y  expands 
the number o f  young, healchy donors a v a i l a b l e  for  blood donat ions .  P r e sen t l y ,  
a 17 year old may be i nsp i red to donate blood but the s imple compl icat ion o f  
g e t t i ng  the parents '  w r i t t en  consent r equ i re s  an ex t ra t r i p  to the blood bank
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and most o f  the donors then do not re tu rn .
Ph y s i c a l l y ,  t  ere i s  no medical reason why a 17 year  o ld i s  not ph y s i c a l l y  able 
to donate a u i t  of  blood.  Each donor completes a medical ques t i onna i re  and 
takes a blood t e s t  and other medical t e s t s  p r i o r  to being approved as a donor.
The present system tends to de l ay and di scourage the young people from j o i n i n g  
in t h i s  community a c t i v i t y .  Al l  blood banks in Alaska are nonprof i t  operat ions .  
Permi t t ing the young people to p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h i s  par t  o f  co c i e t y  t ha t  they 
can so wel l  do b u i l d s  in them a sense of  belonging to the community, a community 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  consc iousness ,  and i s ,  i r  a sense,  a Jun ior  Achievement program.
I can think of  no reason why t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  should not be extended to 17 year 
o i d s .  Fur ther ,  the blood banks would f i nd t h i s  very he l p fu l  to them, and I 
have never heard any oppos i t ion to t h i s  program.
I hope t ha t  the Committee w i l l  again f avorab l y  cons i de r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i nce r e l y ,

Dr. Mike Beirne 
Sta te Representat i ve

MB: j s
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T H E  B L O O D  B A N K  O F  A L A S K A  A P P R E C I A T E S  Y O U F  S U P P O R T  O F  

A L L O W I N G  17 Y E A R  O L D S  TO C O N T R I B U T E  B L O O D .  T H E  B L O O D  B A N K  

S E R V E S  T H E  E N T I R E  S T A T E .  W E  F E E L  T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N  D O E S  Y U C H  

TO P R O M O T E  A S E N S E  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E  A N D  P R I D E  O F  G I V I N G  

A MO b N3 T H E  Y O U N G ,  W H I L E  A T  T H E  S A M E  T I M E  A S S U R I N G  A N  A D E Q U A T E  

S U P P L Y  O F  B L O O D  F O R  A L A S K A N S  IN N E E D  O F  IT. WE H O P E  T H A T  WE 

C A N  C O U N T  O N  Y O U R  C O N T I N U E D  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H I S  N E E D E D  L E G I S L A T I O N .

E L I Z A B E T H  A. KARALIJNAS, E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B L O O D  B A N K  O F  A L A S K A



POSITION PAPER 
ON

HOUSE BILL NO. 22

"An Act r e l a t i n g  to the doi;at ion o f  blood by those who have reached the age 
o f  17 yea r s . "
This b i l l  has two medical  cons i de ra t i ons :
1. I s  there a shortage o f  t l ood donors in Alaska t ha t  could be r e l i e v e d  

by a l l owing 17 year  o ld persons to donate wi thout  permiss ion of  t h e i r  
parents or guardians? Hospi ta l  blood banks could answer t h i s  ques t ion 
based on t h e i r  exper ience.  The Department of  Heal th and Socia l  
Serv i ces  could i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  i s sue  i f  i t  i s  de s i red  by the Leg i s ­
l a t u r e .

2. I s a 17 year  old a s u i t a b l e  blood donor?
Yes, a t  t h i s  age an ado lescent  can s a f e l y  donate blood under the 
same gu i d e l i n e s  as an adu l t .

This b i l l  a l so  has a s i g n i f i c a n t  so c i o log i c  cons i de ra t i on:
Why should the age of  ma jo r i t y  be lowered for t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  reason?

Unt i l  there has been demonstrat ion of  a compel l ing reason under the f i r s t  
medical cons i de ra t i on or the so c i o l og i c  cons i de ra t i on ,  the Department of 
Health and Socia l  Serv i ces  i s  neut ra l  towards t h i s  b i l l .

 _____________________________________
Robert I .  Fraser ,  M.D., D i rec to r  2/14/79

Hel en ^ 4 ^  ----
Dept, o f  Health & Social  Serv i ces

Recommended by:

Approved by:



B]ood_Donor*_ HOUSE BILL NO. 2 2 . by Reps. Beirne and P h i l l i p  
blood donors over  the age o f  17. Amends AS 25
«rCneO^ 2 5 , 2 0 -0 l 2 : " EXC£PTI0N- Notwithstanding 25 . 2 0 . 0 1 2 ,  a person who has reached the age 
make blood donat ions without the permission o f  
g u a r d i a n . N o  e f f e c t i v e  date provided.
Introduced January 2̂ : and r e f e r r e d  to HESS.
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Introduced: 1/24/79
Referred: Heal t h ,Education & 
Social Services

IN THE HOUSE BY BEIRNE AND PHILLIPS

HOUSE RILL NO. 22 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the donation of blood by those who

have reached the age of 17 years."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 25.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 25.20.012. EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of 

AS 25.20.010, a person who has reached the age of 17 years may make 

blood donations without the permission of a parent or guardian.
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