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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE - HOUSE Ol REPRESENTATIVES
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REP. M. F. "MIKE™ BEIRNE
DISTRICT 7. ANCHORAGE
MEMBER OF COMMITTEES.
FIFTH STATE LEGISLATURE HEALTH
NINTH STATE LEGISLATURE EDUCATION AND
TENTH STATE LEGISLATURE SOCIAL SERVICES
ELEVENTH STATE LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW

OF REGULATIONS
March 23, 1979

The .Honorable Glenn Hackney
Chairman, Senate Healtn, Educat|on
and Socjal Servwes Committee
Pouch V, Mail Stop 3100
Juneau, AK 998]1

Re: House Bill 2
Donation of Blood

Dear Senator Hackney:

Th| letter is in support of ou Bill 22 which would permit 17 year olds
%ecomff booﬂ donol?? without the need of obta?mng spepcmc wntYen per-
m|33|on rom their parents.

an shaeshle Islation at .this time and | am sure that Alaska
%/‘n(é? ebge S ana/ pautc|entsg\}v031dI benefit consi erawy by hav{ng th|ts statutory

Th|s |dent|ca| bill was subm|tted to the revmus Legislatyre, passed throuq
House and was aﬂﬁ)rove v, th e Senate Committee an

0 Ok ek

The purpose of this bill is to permit 17 year olds to dopate bioid withou
the EBepm??c wrt|tten erm|53|onpo¥ Ihe ayrents Tht|s sup)s anUa?y expanés
the_n mber? ung eacg donors ava%ble L do Panons Presenty,
a 17lxear 0 e |nsP|r d to donate blood hut the simple corﬂp ication 0
getting the parents’ written consent requires an extra trip to tne blood hank



The Honorable Glenn Hackney
March 23, 1979
Page 2

and most of the donors then do not return.

Physically, t ere is no medical reason wh%a 17 year qld is not,é)hﬁls,ically able
{0 donat% aél It of blood Each,doPor completes”a medical questiondaire and
takes a blood test and other medical tests ‘prior to being aﬂproved as a donor.

The present system tends to delay and discourage the young people from joining
In this. com umtg activity. All”blood banks in Alaska aré nong,roﬂt oger%tmns.
Perm|tt|n(_1 the ;[/) u,ng people to participate [n this part of cociety that they
can so vv,%l .00 builds in "them a aense of belongmg Q the community, a community
responsibility consciousness, and IS, Ir a sense,”a Junior Achieverment program,
| .can think of no reason why this privilege should not be extended to 17 year
mgs. Further, the ?ood Eg,nks wo%(ﬁ,fm% thps very he?pfur to them, andyl

have never heard any opposition to this program.

| hope that the Committee will again favorably consider this legislation.
Sincerely,

Dr. Mike Beirne
State Representative
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PMS SEN GLEN HACKNEY

J"INEAU AK 1

THE BLOOD BANK OF ALASKA APPRECIATES YOUF SUPPORT OF

ALLOWING 17 YEAR OLDS TO CONTRIBUTE BLOOD. THE BLOOD BANK

SERVES THE ENTIRE STATE. WE FEEL THIS LEGISLATION DOES YUCH

TO PROMOTE A SENSE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AND PRIDE OF GIVING

AMObN3 THE YOUNG, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME ASSURING AN ADEQUATE

SUPPLY OF BLOOD FOR ALASKANS IN NEED OF IT. WE HOPE THAT WE

CAN COUNT ON YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THIS NEEDED LEGISLATION.
ELIZABETH A. KARALIJNAS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BLOOD BANK OF ALASKA



POSITIC():II\\I| PAPER
HOUE BILL N 2

0é\n c}}egerlsatmg to the doi;ation of blood by those who have reached the age

This bill has two medical considerations:

1 Is there. a sh rtage o[ tlood donors in Alaska that could pe relieved
y allowing & ersonf ? gnate thoM erm|35|%n of their
garents or %uar 1ans?  Hos 'tﬁ banks cou nswer this quest|on
ased on thejr experience. = The Dep artment of Health and Social
Faetruvgges could investigate this |ssue ifts deswed by the Legis-

2 1s a I7year old a suitable blood donor?

Yes, at,éhs age an adoleﬁcent can safely donate blood under the
same guidelines as an adu

This bill also has a significant sociologic consideration:
Why should the age of majority be lowered for this particular reason?

Unt|| there has been demonstration of a compelling reason under the first
’ cgnmderﬁnon or the socmloPm consideration, the Department of
Heath and Social Services 1s neutral towards this bill,

Fesommented by Robert I. Fraser, M:D7 Director /1479

Approved by:

Helenr 4~ . .
Dept, of Health & Social Services



BJood Donor*

HOUSE BILL NO. 22. by Reps. Belrne and Phl|||205 Relates t

" blood donors over the age of Amends AS y adding new
<, i e
guardian.No ef?ectwe date pr0\rl)|ded a parent or

Introduced January 2* and referred to HESS.



Introduced: 1/24/79
Referred: Health,Education &
Social Services
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IN THE HOUSE BY BEIRNE AND PHILLIPS
2 HOUSE RILL NO. 22
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
5 A BILL
[ For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the donation ofblood by those who
/

have reached the age of 17 years."
H BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
i

10

* Section 1. AS 25.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 25.20.012. EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of

i AS 25.20.010, a person who has reached the age of 17 years may make
l?
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blood donations without the permission of a parent or guardian.
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