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D ear S e n a to r  T i l l i o n :

We w ould  l i k e  to  su p p o rt  SB 5 6 5 , e n a b lin g  th e  S t a t e  to  re c o g n iz e  
N a t iv e  V i l l a g e  G overnm ents and e n co u ra g in g  them to  a d m in is t e r  lo c a l  
g o v e rn m e n ta l p ro g ra m s .

The S t a t e  Revenue S h a r in g  Program  i s  one exam p le o f  a means by 
w h ich  N a t iv e  V i l l a g e  G overnm ents m ig h t h a n d le  t h e i r  own a f f a i r s  and 
in c r e a s e  in t e r a c t io n  and c o o p e ra t io n  betw een th e  s t a t e  and v i l l a g e  
g o ve rn m en ts ,'

A t th e  p re s e n t  t im e , th e  o n ly  s t a t e  re ve n u e  s h a r in g  fu n d s t h a t  an 
u n in c o rp o ra te d  v i l l a g e  i s  e l i g i b l e  fo r  a re  V o lu n te e r  F i r e  D epartm ent 
m o n ie s . I f  we c o n s id e r  th e  s t a t e  re ve n u e  s h a r in g  program  as  a 
means f o r  th e  s t a t e  to  sh a re  i t ' s  w e a lth  w ith  lo c a l  g overn m en ts to  
a s s i s t  in  lo c a l  g overnm ent f u n c t io n ,  th en  we a re  d o in g  a trem endous 
d i s s e r v i c e  to  th o se  s m a ll  u n in c o rp o ra te d  v i l l a g e s  who a re  s t r u g g l in g  
to  p ro v id e  some o f  th e  same s e r v i c e s  a s  s m a ll c i t i e s  in  th e  
u n o rg a n ize d  b o ro u g h . A t a t im e  when th e  L e g i s la t u r e  i s  c o n s id e r in g  
e s t a b l i s h in g  r e g io n a l  u n i t s  w i t h in  th e  u n o rg a n ize d  b o ro u g h , I  
b e le iv e  t h a t  we need to  f i r s t  s t re n g th e n  th e  v i l l a g e  lo c a l  
g overnm ent c a p a b i l i t i e s .

I  have  been w o rk in g  in  th e  a re a  o f  lo c a l  governm ent f o r  o u r KNA 
v i l l a g e s  o v e r  th e  p a s t  th re e  y e a r s .  D u rin g  t h a t  t im e  I  have  seen  
nuch d eve lo p m en t in  each  v i l l a g e ' s  c a p a b i l i t y  to  h a n d le  i t s  own a f f a i r s .  
F o r  th e  s t a t e  to  ig n o re o u r  f e d e r a l l y  re c o g n iz e d  N a t iv e  V i l l a g e  
G overnm ents i s  a h in d e ra n c e  to  th e  v i l l a g e s  who a re  a tte m p tin g  to  
s t re n g th e n  t h e i r  lo c a l  g overnm ent c a p a b i l i t i e s  and v i l l a g e  d e ve lo p m e n t. 
F o r  many v i l l a g e s ,  th e  N a t iv e  V i l l a g e  Governm ent i s  th e  o n ly  form  o f  
l o c a l  governm ent and sh o u ld  be encourag ed  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  s t a t e  
p rogram s in  th e  same manner a s  a second c l a s s  c i t y .

I  would  be happy to  su p p ly  any a d d it io n a l  in fo rm a t io n  to  you re g a rd in g  
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t io n s  d e a ? in g  w ith  N a t iv e  V i l l a g e  G overnm ents in  o u r 
KNA a r e a .

S in c e r e l y ,

C i uA., X  
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