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1 IN THE SENATE h V s

2| SENATE BILL NO STAm

3] IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA "'HAZ? -

4i ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

S A BILL

6!For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the requirements for runoff

7 elections in municipal elections.”

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 29.28.040 is amended to read:

10 Sec. 29.28.040. REQUIREMENTS FOR [MAJORITY] ELECTIONS. _(aj If in
n a municipal election no candidate received in excess of 40 per cent of
12 the votes cast for his respective office, the assembly or council shall
13 hold a runoff election within two weeks from the date of certification
14 of the election between the two candidates receiving the greatest number
15 of votes for the office. Notice, of a runcff election shall be published
16 at least five days before the election.

17 (b) The assembly or council may by ordinance require a majority
18 vote for election of officials. A runoff election or other means of

19 obtaining a majority may be used.

2 (c) The assembly or council may, by ordinance, exempt the munici-
il pality from the requirements of (a) of this section and provide for

2 plurality vote for election of officials
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the requirements for runoff

elections 1in municipal elections."”

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 29.28.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 29.28.040. REQUIREMENTS FOR [MAJORITY] ELECTIONS. u?2 If in
a municipal election no candidate received in excess of 40 per cent of
the votes cast for his respective office, the assembly or council shall
hold a runoff election within two weeks from the date of certification
of the election between the two candidates receiving the greatest number
of votes for the office. Notice of a runoff election shall be published
at least five days before the election.

(b) The assembly or council may by ordinance require a majority
vote for election of officials. A runoff election or other means of
obtaining a majority may be used.

(c) The assembly or council may, by ordinance, exempt the munici—
pality from the requirements of (a) of this section and provide for

plurality vote for election of officials.
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IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION A ,
A BILL A
6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the requirements for runoff

elections in municipal elections."”
BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 29.28.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 29.28.040. REQUIREMENTS FOR [MAJORITY] ELECTIONS. _@)._ If in
a municipal election no candidate received in excess of 40 per cent of
the votes cast for his respective office, the assembly or council shall
hold a runoff election within two weeks from the date of certification
of the election between the two candidates receiving the greatest number
of votes for the office. Notice of a runoff election shall be published
at least five days before the election.

(b) The assembly or council may by ordinance require a majority
vote for election of officials. A runoff election or other means of
obtaining a majority may be used.

(c) The assembly or council may, by ordinance, exempt the munici—
pality from the requirements of (a) of this section and provide for

plurality vote for election of officials.



.T.i<*uzsition

(v.c 0Ff thc alleged benefits to accrue fiora the enactment of the
Alaska Public Utility Commission Act was an amicalle solution to the
scrvire area conflicts between competing utilities. To further this
cerrendable objective, the League, therefore, supports legislation which
would allow municipalities operating utilities to acquire the facilities
cf a competing utility under specific terms which would fairly compensate

the competing utility.

S- saga Disposal

A. The League opposes regulations which would limit thc Clean Water Act
of 1977 fron excluding municipalities adjacent to tidal fluctuations
fron the requirements of secondary treatment where thc receiving waters
do not merit secondary treatment for sewage effluent disposal into ocean

waters.

B. The League also endorses the concept of the State of Alaska"s paying
up to 75% for sewage and water systems constructed by municipalities
under thc State of Ailaska Construction Grant Program.

C. Thc League endorses an amendment to Federal Law which would allow thc
operational cost of sewage treatment facilities to receive general fund
support from thc State of Alaska and its municipalities.

Solid Waste

A. The League supports legislation which would authorize up to 75% of

the costs of capital improvements for construction of solid waste disposal
facilities by municipalities under the State of Alaska Construction

Grant Program. This program shall be applicable to those facilities

currently under construction at thc time thc Act passes.

Fresh Water

A. The League endorses amendments to federal and st tc regulations to
permit waivers of the Fresh Water Drinking Standards.

PART VII
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

.Majority Elections

A. Thc League supports legislation which would amend 29.23.040 to allow
municipalities to determine, by local option, what percentage of votes
case is necessary for election to municipal office.
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Gene no offense but something more important has come up and I can"t meet
with you this morning.

Here are a couple of comments that may help you in deciphering the League's
intent on the 40% Dili.

First of all, the printed language (old SB 125) is what we would like to have )

introduced and passed. "A municipality may be ordinance exempt itself from
the requirements of this section and provide for plurality vote for election s
of officials". /

ihis would give the municipalities the rignt to decide for themselves if they
want the 40% runoff provision that is now in state law.

it is also necessary to clarify what tne 4u% refers to - 40% of the votes cast or

,hntl ."40% of tne voters voting.
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For instance: In an election where candidates run at large there may be 6
people running for 3 seats, the top 3 would be elected. Let"s say that 100 people
voted. lhe 100 voters would cast 300 votes (one tor eacn seat open}. Now, does

the 40% refer to the 300 vot"s cast or the 100 voters who cast tnemf It wouid
be much more difficult to get 4u% of the 300 votes cast than 40% of the 100 voters
which would mean more runoffs, hence costly to the municipality.



y a- Elec/«r'v™ . A-*
Introduced: 214177

Referred: -Community & Regional
Affairs

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE
1 IN THE SENATE

3 SENATE BILL NO. 125

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 TENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

g For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the requirements for runoff elec-

7 tions in municipal elections.”

§ BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

0 * Section 1. AS 29.28.040 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

10 (b) A municipality may by ordinance exempt itself from the requir

ments of this section and pro\*de for plurality vote for election of

=
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