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0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0  A L A S K A  S T A T U T E S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0

C H A P T E R  84. P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T S  P R A C T I C E  A C T

A r t i c l e

1. S t a t e  ,’h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  ( S e c 3  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0 - 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0 )
2. R e g i s t r a t i o n  ( S e c s  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 - 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0 )

3. U n l a w f . i l  A c t s  ( S e c s  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 3 0 - 0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 0 )
4. G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s  ( S e c s  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0 - 0 8 . 8 4 . 2 0 0 )

A R T I C L E  1. S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  

S e c t i o n  S e c t i o n

10. S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  20 .  A p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  A d m i n i s t r a -

Boarr. t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0 .  S T A T E  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  B O A R D .  (a) T h e r e  
i s  c r e a t e d  t h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  

f i v e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  c o n s i s t s  

o f  o n e  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h r e e  
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  o n e  l a y  p e r s o n .  

T h e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  a  l i s t  o f  1 0  p e r s o n s  w h i c h  

s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  

f o r  t e r m s  o f  o n e ,  t w o  a n d  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  a l .  s u b s e ­
q u e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  f o r  a  t e r m  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  

u n t i l  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d .  V a c a n c i e s  o n  t h e  b o a r d  

s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  l i k e  m a n n e r .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  
n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  t r a v e l  o r  p e r  d i e m  a l l o w a n c e .

(b) T h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t r o l  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s ­

t a n t s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l

(1) p a s s  u p o n  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a p p l i c a n t s ;

(2) c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;

(3) i s s u e  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i ­

c a t e s  t o  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p n y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  q u a l ­

i f i e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(4) s u s p e n d  o r  r e v o k e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  w h e n

n e c e s s a r y ;

(5) k e e p  a  c u r r e n t  r e g i s t e r  l i s t i n g  t h e  n a m e ,  b u s i n e s s  

a d d r e s s ,  d a t e  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  e a c h  

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  w h o  i s  r e g i s ­

t e r e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ;

(6) k e e p  a r e c o r d  a n d  m i n u t e s  o f  i t e  m e e t i n g s ,  p r o c e e d ­

i n g s  a n d  h e a r i n g s .  ( s e c  15 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  8 c h  49 S L A

1 9 6 9 ;  a m  s e c  1 c h  7 1  S L A  197 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 2 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  

A C T .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e

A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) .  ( s e c  4 c h  1 5 8  S L A  1 9 6 0 ;  a m  s e c  4 c h  30 S L A  1 9 6 9 )
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A R T I C L E  2. R e g i s t r a t i o n

S e c t i o n s  S e c t i o n s

30. Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e g i s -  70. ( R e p e a l e d )
t r a t i o n  80. E x a m i n a t i o n s

40. A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e q i s -  90. R e g i s t r a t i o n

t r a t i o n  1 0 0 .  R e n e w a l  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n

5 0. F e e s  1 1 0 .  ( R e p e a l e d )

6 0. R e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  e n d o r s e -  1 2 0 .  R e f u s a l ,  r e v o c a t i o n  a n d

m e n t  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n

6 5 .  T e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 3 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  T o  b e  e l i ­

g i b l e  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  t h e  b o a r d  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  a n  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l

(1) b e  o f  g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ;

(2) h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a  s c h o o l  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  H o s p i t a l s  o f  t h e  

A r ^ r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  

A s s o c i a t i o n ;

(3) p a s s  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  a n  e x a m i n a ­

t i o n  f r o m  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  h i s  

f i t t n e s s  f o r  p r a c t i c e  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  

a s s i s t a n t ,  o r  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  as 

p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c .  6 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( s e c  3 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  
s e c s  1, 8 c h  49 S L A  1 9 6 9 ;  a m  s e c s  1, 2 c h  26 S L A  1 9 7 0 ;  a m  s e c  25 

c h  2 4 5  S L A  1 9 7 0 ;  a m  s e c  2 c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 4 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  T o  b e  r e g i s ­

t e r e d  a s  a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  an 

a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  t h e  b o a r d  o n  a  f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  

b o a r d .  A n  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  i n  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  e v i d e n c e  
u n d e r  o a t h  t h a t  h e  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  s e c .

30 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( s e c  4 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  3 c h  7 1  S L A  

1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 5 0 .  F E E S .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  f e e s  s h a l l  b e  i m p o s e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w h e n  a p p l i c a D l e :

(1) a p p l i c a t i o n   ...........................   $ 2 5

(2) r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  ..................  25

(3) r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  . . . . . . .  25

(4) b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  .................................  25

(5) t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  .................................. 10

( s e c  4 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  2 c h  4 9  S L A  1 9 6 9 ;  a m  s e c  3 c h  26 

S L A  1970)

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N  B Y  E N D O R S E M E N T  T h e  b o a r d  m a y  

r e g i s t e r  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  is a  p h y s i c a l
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0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5  A L A S K A  S T A T U T E S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 0 0

t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  

o f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y ,  i f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  w e r e ,  a t  t h e  d a t e  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  ( s e c  6 c h  

74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  4 c h  26 S L A  1 9 7 0 ;  a m  s e c  4 c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5 .  T E M P O R A R Y  P E R M I T .  (a) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  i s s u e  

a n o n r e n e w a b l e  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  t o  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  o r  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  w h o  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
s e c .  3 0 ( 1 ) ,  (2) a n d  (3) o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  p a y s  t h e  r e q u i r e d  fee.

(b) A  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  t o  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  r e g i s t r a ­
t i o n  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  i s  v a l i d  f o r  e i g h t  m o n t h s  o r  u n t i l  t h e  b o a r d  

c o n s i d e r s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  e n d o r s e m e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h e v e r  o c ­

c u r s  f i r s t .

(c) A  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  i s s u e d  t o  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  v a l i d  f o r  e i g h t  m o n t h s  o r  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t s  

o f  t h e  f i r s t  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  s c h e d u l e d  a r e  
p u b l i s h e d ,  w h i c h e v e r  o c c u r s  f i r s t .  I f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f a i l s  t o  t a k e  

t h e  f i r s t  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  h e  i s  s c h e d u l e d  h i s  t e m p o r a r y  p e r ­

m i t  l a p s e s  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  ( s e c  5 c h  2 6  S L A  1 9 7 0 ;  

a m  s e c  5 c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 7 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N  F E E .

R e p e a l e d  b y  s e c  8 c h  4 9  S L A  1 9 6 9 .

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 8 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  (a) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e x a m i n e  

a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a s  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  o r  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  a t  t h e  t i m e s  a n d  p l a c e s  i t  d e t e r m i n e s .

(b) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  a t  l e a s t  40 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  d a t  . ( s e c  7 
c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  3 c h  4 9  S L A  1 9 6 9 ;  a m  s e c  6 c h  2 6  S L A  1 9 7 0 ;  

a m  s e c  6 c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 9 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N . T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  r e g i s t e r  a n  
a p p l i c a n t  w h o  m e e t s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i 3  

c h a p t e r .  I t  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  r e g i c t r a t i o n  t o  e a c h  
p e r s o n  r e g i s t e r e d .  A  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  is p r i m a  f a c i e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  a s  a 

r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s ­

s i s t a n t .  ( s e c  8 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  7 c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 0 0 .  R E N E W A L  O F  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  (a) A  r e g i s t e r e d  

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t  s h a l l  r e n e w  h i s  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  b i e n n i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  o n  o r  b e ­

f o r e  t h e  d a t e  s e t  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 1 0 0 ( a ) .  If 
t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  n o t  r e n e w e d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e ,  i t  l a p s e s .

(b) A  p e n a l t y  o f  $ 1 0  s h a l l  b o  c h a r g e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  
d e l i n q u e n t  r e n e w a l  f e e s  f o r  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  

r e m a i n s  l a p s e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  60 d a y s .  If t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r o m a i n s  

l a p s e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h r o e  y e a r s ,  t h e  b o a r d  m a y  r e q u i r e  t h e  a p p l i ­
c a n t  t o  t a k e  a n d  p a s s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  u n d e r  s e c  3 0 ( 3 )  o f  

t h i s  c h a p t e r .  ( s e c  9 c h  7 4  S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  4 c h  49 S L A  1 9 6 9 ;  a m  

s e c  8 c h  71 S L A  1 9 7 4 )
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0 8 . 8 4 . 1 1 0  A L A S K A  S T A T U T E S  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 3 0

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 1 0 .  R E N E W A L  F E E .

R e p e a l e d  b y  s e c  8 c h  4 9  S L A  1 9 6 9 .

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0 .  R E F U S A L ,  R E V O C A T I O N  A N D  S U S P E N S I O N  O F  R E G I S ­
T R A T I O N .  T h e  b o a r d  m a y  r e f u s e  t o  r e g i s t e r  a n  a p p l i c a n t ,  m a y  r e ­

f u s e  t o  r e n e w  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a p e r s o n ,  a n d  m a y  s u s p e n d  o r  
r e v o k e  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  w h o

(1) i s  h a b i t u a l l y  d r u n k  o r  a d d i c t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  n a r -

c o t i c  d r u g s ;

(2) i s ,  i n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  b o a r d ,  g u i l t y  o f  imrno; a l
o r  u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t ;

(3) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  v i o l a t i n g  a  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l
n a r c o t i c  l a w ;

(4) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  c r i m e  i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l

t u r p i t u d e ;

(5) is g u i l t y ,  i n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  b o a r d ,  o f  g r o s s

n e g l i g e n c e  i n h i s  p r a c t i c e  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ;

(6) h a s  o b t a i n e d  o r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  o b t a i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n

b y  f r a u d  o r  m a t e r i a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(7) h a s  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  m e n t a l l y  i l l  b y  a c o u r t  a n d  h a s  

n o t  t h e r e a f t e r  b e e n  l a w f u l l y  d e c l a r e d  s a n e ;

(8) h a s  t r e a t e d  o r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r e a t  a i l m e n t s  o f  h u m a n  

b e i n g s  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  b y  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y ,  o r  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

p r a c t i c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  o r  o s t e o p a t h y ;  o r

(9) a s  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  i n i t i a t e d ,  s u p e r v i s e d  

a n d  t e r m i n a t e d  b y  a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t .  ( s o c  10 c h  74 
S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  5 c h  49 S L A  1 9 6 9 ;  a m  s e c  9 c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 74)

A R T I C L E  3. U n l a w f u l  A c t s

S e c t i o n s  S e c t i o n s

130. F a l s e  c l a i m  o f  r o g i s -  t h e r a p i s t s
t r a t i o n  f o r b i d d e n  1 6 0 .  T r a c t i c e  o f  r e g i s t e r e d

140. P e n a l t y  f o r  f r a u d  i n  o b -  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t

t a i n i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  170. F o n a l t y
150. R e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  1 8 0 .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  b o a r d

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 3 0 .  F A L S E  C L A I M  O F  R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R B I D D E N .  (a)

A  p e r s o n  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ,  o r  w h o s o  r e g i s ­

t r a t i o n  is s u s p e n d e d  o r  r o v o k e d ,  o r  w h o s o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  is l a p s e d ,  
w h o  u s e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  n a m e  t h e  w o r d s  o r  l e t t e r s  " R . P . T . , "  

" R e g i s t e r e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t , "  o r  o t h e r  l e t t e r s ,  w o r d s ,  o r  i n ­

s i g n i a  i n d i c a t i n g  o r  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  h e  i s  a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t ,  o r  w h o  i n  a n y  w a y ,  o r a l l y ,  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  

b y  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  r e p r o s o n t s  h i m s e l f  a s  a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a ­

p i s t  is g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r .
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0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0

(b) A  p e r s o n  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t ,  

o r  w h o s e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d ,  o r  w h o s e  r e g i s t r a ­
t i o n  i s  l a p s e d ,  w h o  i n  a n y  w a y ,  o r a l l y ,  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  

b y  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a ­
p y  a s s i s t a n t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r .  ( s e c  1 1  c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;
a m  s e c  1 0  c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 4 0 .  P E N A L T Y  F O R  F R A U D  I N  O B T A I N I N G  R E G I S T R A T I O N .  
A  p e r s o n  w h o  w i l f u l l y  m a k e s  a f a l s e  o a t h  o r  a f f i r m a t i o n  o r  w h o  

o b t a i n s  o r  a t t e m p t s  t o  o b t a i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b y  a  f r a u d u l e n t  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r ,  ( s e c  1 2  c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 )

S e c  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 5 0 .  R E G I S T R A T I O N  O F  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T S .  (a)

I t  i s  u n l a w f u l  f o r  a n y o n e  t o  p r a c t i c » p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  w i t h o u t  
b e i n g  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

(b) A  p e r s o n  p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
r e g i s t e r e d  o n  A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 9 6 9  m a y  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  

o f  s i x  m o n t h s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  h e  m u s t  b e  r e g i s t e r e d

u n d e r  s e c  90 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i c e
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  ( s e c  14 c h  7 4  S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  g e e  6 

c h  4 9  S L A  1 9 69)

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 6 0 .  P R A C T I C E  O F  R E G I S T E R E D  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T .

A  p e r s o n  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  n o t  t r e a t  h u m a n  a i l ­

m e n t s  b y  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  o t h e r w i s e  e x c e p t  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s c r i p ­
t i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  o r  

o s t e o p a t h y .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  d o o 3  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  a n y  p e r s o n  t o  p r a c ­

t i c e  m e d i c i n e ,  o s t e o p a t h y ,  c h i r o p r a c t i c ,  o r  o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f  h e a l ­
i n g .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a ­

n o r .  ( s e c  13 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  7 c h  49 S L A  1 9 6 9 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 7 0 .  P E N A L T Y .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

i s  g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m o a n o r , a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  

a  f i n e  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  $ 5 0  m  • m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 0 0 ,  o r  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  30 d a y s .  ( s e c  1 7  c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 8 0 .  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  B Y  B O A R D .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  

i n v e s t i g a t e  e v e r y  s u p p o s e d  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  c o m i n g  t o  it s  

n c  ' c o  a n d  s h a l l  r e p o r t  a l l  c a s e s  w h i c h  i n  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  
I . 'd w a r r a n t  p r o s o c u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  

•v.o 17 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 )

A R T I C L E  4. G e n o r a l  P r o v i s i o n s

S e c t i o n
1 9 0 .  D e f i n i t i o n s

S e c t i o n
2 0 0 .  S h o r t  t i t l e

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  A s  u s e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n ­

l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r o s ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m o a n s  t h e  S t a t o  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ;

(2) " p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  p r a c t i c o s  

p h y s i c a l  ‘h e r a p y ;
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0 8 . 8 1 . 2 0 0  A L A S K A  S T A T U T E S  0 8 . 8 4 . 2 0 0

(3) " p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y "  m e a n s  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a b o d i l y  

o r  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  

h e a t ,  l i g h t ,  w a t e r ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  m a s s a g e ,  t h e r a p e u t i c  e x e r c i s e  
i n c l u d i n g  p h y s i c a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  

e v a l u a t i o n ,  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n n i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i v e  s e r ­

v i c e s ;  t h e  u s e  o f  r o e n t g e n  r a y s  a n d  r a d i u m  f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  
t h e r a p e u t i c  p u r p o s e s ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  s u r g i c a l  p u r ­

p o s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a u t e r i z a t i o n ,  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r m  

" p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y " ;

(4) " p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  

a s s i s t s  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  i t  a s  
i n i t i a t e d ,  s u p e r v i s e d ,  a n d  t e r m i n a t e d  b y  a  r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p i s t ;  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  t e s t i n g  o r  e v a l u ­

a t i o n .  ( s e c  2 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  s e c  1 1  c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 7 4 )

S e c .  0 8 . 8 4 . 2 0 0 .  S H O R T  T I T L E .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  b e  c i t e d  as 

t h e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  P r a c t i c e  A c t .  ( s e c  1 c h  74 S L A  1 9 5 7 )
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STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 

POUCH D 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING REGISTRATION TO PRACTICE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY IN ALASKA

It is unlawful for anyone to practice physical therapy without being 

registered in accordance with this chapter. (Reference: AS 08.84.150(a))

YOUR APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING CREDENTIALS WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU IF 

THEY ARE NOT IN PROPER FORM.

REGISTRATION BY EXAMINATION: Alaska offers the P.E.S. examination twice 
yearly. Applications must be completed and on file 40 days in advance of 
the scheduled examination date. The applicant is responsible for assuring 

that the following it ms have been submitted to the Alaska State Physical 

Therapy Board before : iing considered for examination;

1. Completed application form.

2. Official transcript from your school of physical therapy, sent

directly from the school to Juneau (above address).

3. Fee of $50.00 - includes $25.00 application fee and $25.00

examination fee.

Your application for permanent license will be considered by the Board after 

successful completion of the P.E.S. examination.

REGISTRATION BY ENDORSEMENT: If you hold a current license obtained by

written examination from a state or territory whose requirements at the 

time of your registration were substantially equal to those currently in 
effect in Alaska, you are eligible for registration by endorsement. The 

applicant is responsible for assuring that the following items have been 
submitted to the Alaska State Physical Therapy Board before being considered 

for endorsement:

1. Completed application form.

2. Fee of $50.00 - includes $25.00 application fee and $25.00

endorsement fee.

3. A report of the scores you obtained in the P.E.S. examination.

THESE SCORES MUST BE REPORTED FROM THE INTERSTAlE REPORTING 
SERVICE OF THE PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION SERVICE, 475 RIVERSIDE DR., 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10027.

4. Official transcript from your school of physical therapy, sent

R e v i s e d :  9 / 7 / 7 7



directly from the school to Juneau (above address).

5. Verification form completed by all the states where you have been 

licensed (verification forms enclosed). The license of the other 

state or territory upon which endorsement is to be based must be 

current.

TEMPORARY P E R M I T : Any member of the Physical Therapy Board may issue you

a temporary permit if you are applying for permanent registration by e x a m i­

nation or endorsement. The temporary permit allows you to practice while 

you are awaiting the next examination, or while you are completing a p p l i c a­

tion for registration by endorsement. A list of board members is attached. 

You must be graduated from a school of physical therapy approved by the 

American Physical Therapy Association in order to obtain a temporary permit. 

Foreign trained therapists are not eligible for temporary permits but may 

apply directly for permanent licensure.

The following items must be submitted to the board member before a permit 

will be issued:

1. Completed application form.

2. Official transcript from your school of physical therapy (sent 

directly from the school) or a notarized copy of you r  school 

diploma.

3. If licensure is by endorsement, a notarized copy of your current 

state license or a verification form completed by the state where 

you are licensed (verification form enclosed).

4. Non-refundable fee of $10.00.

5. An interview with a board member will be requested, but is not 

mandatory.

A temporary permit is valid for 8 months. Your application will be reviewed 

by the board and, if accepted, a permanent license will be issued. A tempo­

rary permit expires upon receipt of a failing grade on the applicant's e x a m i­

nation. An applicant failing an examination may not be granted a second 

temporary permit. A permanent license may later be issued upon subsequently 

passing the P.E.S. exam.

You will be notified within 6 months after being issued a temporary permit 

whether or not yo u r  application is complete, and reminded of your temporary 

permit expiration date.

Revised: 9/7/77



MAIL DIRECTLY TO:

STATE OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

STATE PHYSICAL THERAPY BOARD 

POUCH "D"

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

Phone: (907) 465-2547

Picture 

2" x 2"

APPLICATION FOR: (Check One)

( ) Physical Therapist
( ) Physical Therapy Assistant

( ) Temporary Permit - $10.00

BY: ( ) Endorsement - $50.00

( ) Examination - $50.00

1. NAME

2. DOB

S.S. NO.

Last First

PLACE

Middle Maiden

HEIGHT WEIGHT

City StateMo. Day Year

3. MAILING ADDRESS ___________________________________

Street or Box City

4. POUCATION (Beginning with High School):

NAME OF SCHOOL LOCATION

FROM 

FROM. 

FROM

SEX EYES HAIR

State Zip Code

DEGREE AWARDED OR 

M o . / Y r . M o . / Y r . NUMBER OF HOURS

TO

TO

TO

5. POST GRADUATE COURSE ATTENDED:

6. APPLICATION BY EXAMINATION:

1. Have you ever taken the Professional Examination for Physical Therapist or for Physical 

Therapy Assistant before? Yes ( ) No ( )

Examination d a t e ___________________Place a d m i n i s t e r e d ____________________________________________

7. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE LAST 10 YEARS:
NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYMENT POSITION HELD DATES

I
R e v i s e d :  9 / 7 / 7 7
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EXPECTED PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT IN ALASKA

LICENSING BACKGROUND:

(a) States and countries in which you have been licensed:

   DATES _________

________________________________________________  DATES__________

________________________________________________  DATES__________

DATES

CURRENT?

CURRENT?

CURRENT?

CURRENT?

(b) Have you ever been denied a license, or had a license revoked or suspended? If yes, 

explain _______________________________________________________________________________________________

(c) State upon which endorsement is b a s e d ______________________________________________ _______

(d) License No. ________________ Date Issued    Is license current?______

(e) If endorsement is not approved by the board, do you wish to take the Professional 

Examination Service exam in order to be licensed in Alaska?

10. GENERAL INFORMATION: YES r

1. Have you ever been called before or notified by any state board or 

physical therapy society concerning a violation of the physical

therapist practice act, or unethical conduct?   ( ) ( )

2. Have you ever been denied a certificate by, or the privilege of

taking an examination before any state board? .................................  ( ) ( )

3. Have you ever been charged or convicted of a violation of a Federal

or State statute, excluding minor traffic violations? ....................... ( ) ( )

4. Have you ever been addicted to or excessively used alcohol, narcotics,

barbiturates or habit forming drugs?   ( ) ( )

5. Are you now or have you ever been emotionally or mentally ill? ........... ( ) ( )

6. Have you ever been treated for mental or emotional illness, drug

addiction or i n e b r i e t y ? ............................................................... ( ) ( )

7. Have you ever been discharged or forced to resign from any position

as a physical therapist or physical therapy assistant? ....................  ( ) ( )

8. Have you any physical handicap, chronic disease, or other disability? . . ( ) ( )

If "yes" to any of the above, please explain in full on a separate sheet. If "yes" to 

H I  above, please give employer's name and address, and date of resignation.

I hereby certify that this information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I 

understand that any false or misleading information may result in failure to obtain licensure 

or subsequent revocation of my license.

Signature of A p p l i c a n t _________________________________________________T i t l e ____________________ ___________

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN before me t h i s __________day o f _______________________ , 1 9 _ _  .

My Commission E x p i r e s ___________________________ NOTARY PUBLIC

(Seal)



Sir:

I am applying for a license to practice physical therapy in the state of 

Alaska. The State Physical Therapy Board requires that this form be c o m­

pleted by each jurisdiction in which I hold or have held licenses. Please 

complete the form and return it to:

Alaska State Physical Therapy Board 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811

PLEASE DO NOT DETACH

State of

Name of Licensee

Graduate of

License No. issued effective

By reciprocity/endorsement by examination 

License is current lapsed

Has the applicant's license ever been suspended or revoked? 

for what reason?

. If so

Derogatory information, if any

Comments, if any

Signed _____

[BOARD SEAL] Title________

State Board 

Date ________

08-2533



I am applying for a license to practice physical therapy in the state of 

Alaska. The State Physical Therapy Board requires that this form be com­

pleted by each jurisdiction in which I hold or have held licenses. Please 

complete the form and return it to:

Alaska State Physical Therapy Board 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811

PLEASE DO NOT DETACH
•

State of

Name of Licensee

Graduate of

License No. issued effective

By reciprocity/endorsement by examination

License is current lapsed

Has the applicant's license ever been suspended or revoked? . If so

for what reason?

Derogatory information, if any

Comments, if any

Signed

[BOARD SEAL] Title

State Board

Date

08-2533



Sir:

I am applying for a license to practice physical therapy in the state of 

Alaska. The State Physical Therapy Board requires that this form be com­

pleted and mailed to:

State of Alaska

Division of Occupational Licensing 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811

I do certify that I was professionally associated with
(name of applicant) 

____________________________f r o m ______________________________________ , 19______ to

__________________________________ , 19 . I recommend the applicant as being

professionally capable, reliable, of good moral character, and worthy of

confidence.

PERSONAL STATEMENT:

Signature

Title

Institution

Address

Date

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN before me, a Notary Public, in and for the State of 

________________________ , this  day o f _____________  , 19______ .

NOTARY SEAL Notary Public

My Commission- expires

R e v i s e d :  9 / 7 / 7 7



A L A S K A  S T A T E  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  B O A R D

C. P a t r i c i a  M e  Cabe, R . P .T., C h a i r m a n  
3710 E. 2 0 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4

R i c h a r d  W. A l l s o p ,  R.P.T.
211 E u r e k a
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

D o n n a  K l o k k e v o l d ,  R . P . T . , S e c r e t a r y  
3710 E. 2 0 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4

E d w a r d  T. H e u s t o n  
S t a r  R o u t e  B o x  6014 
E a g l e  River, A l a s k a  9 9 577

J. M i c h a e l  James, M.D.
3710 E. 2 0 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 504

D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  J.icensing 
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
P o u c h  D
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

(Phone: 9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 2 5 4 4 )



0 \

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

P u r p o s e  a n d  S c o p e  of the R e v i e w ...............................

O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  F u n c t i o n .......................................

R e p o r t  C o n c l u s i o n ..................................................

F i n d i n g s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ......................... ..
D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ...................

A n a l y s i s  of P u b l i c  N e e d ..........................................

A p p e n d i x e s :

A. S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  R e v e n u e s
C o m p a r e d  w i t h  E x p e n d i t u r e s  ...................

B. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S t a t i s t i c s .........................
C. Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  S e n t  to B o a r d  M e m b e r s ............
D. Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  S e n t  to P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s

a n d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t s ..............

R e s p o n s e s :

O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r  .......................................
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  .......................................
B o a r d  R e s p o n s e .................- ..............................

S TA TE  O F  A LA S K A 2 D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G IS L A T IV E  A U D IT



.

P U R P O S E  A N D  S C O P E  OF  T H E  R E V I E W

I

I

1

I

1

H

a
a

P u r p o s e

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the i n t e n t  of A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  24.20. 
271(1) a n d  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0  ( s u nset l e g i s l a t i o n ) ,  a r e v i e w  o f  the
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to r e v i e w  B o a r d
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if t h e  B o a r d  has 
o p e r a t e d  in a n  e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  m a n n e r .

As r e q u i r e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t ent, th i s  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  f u n c t i o n  in 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  
be r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  law c u r r e n t l y  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  this 
B o a r d  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  o n  J u n e  30, 1979, b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e
u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1980, for the p u r p o s e  of  c o n c l u d i n g  its
affairs.

S c o p e

The m a j o r  a r e a s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  the B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  its 
l i c e n s i n g ,  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  a n d  a f f i r m a­
tive a c t i o n  f u n c t i o n s .  O u r  r e v i e w  c o n s i s t e d  of a n a l y z i n g  
and e v a l u a t i n g  the f o l l o w i n g :

(1) . A p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  and B o a r d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(2) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
s e n t  to the B o a r d  m e m b e r s ;

(3) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;

(4) T e s t s  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  of the B o a r d  a n d  
the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) , 
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(5) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  O L  e m p l o y e e s ;

(6) C o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  OL, the O m b u d s m a n ' s  O f f i c e ,  
C o n s u m e r  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m­
mi s s i o n ,  a n d  the E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t y  
Office;

(7) Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to s t a t e  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  a s s i s t a n t s ;  and

(8) O t h e r  states' l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

I
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S c o p e  C o n s t r a i n t s

T h i s  r e v i e w  w a s  h a m p e r e d  by the f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t r a i n t s :

(1) T h e  B o a r d  has n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  p r o g r a m  p l a n s  as r e q u i r e d  by
AS  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 5 0  n o r  has it d e v e l o p e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  its e f f e c­
t i v e n e s s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  as r e q u i r e d  by 
AS  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 9 0 .

(2) O L  h a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  c o l l e c t e d ,  r e c o r d e d  or 
m a i n t a i n e d  p e r t i n e n t  f i l e s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  
r e l a t i n g  to the B o a r d  to e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  e f­
f i c i e n t l y  c a r r y  o u t  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

(3) The P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Bo a r d ,  at the t i m e  of 
this r e v iew, h a d  f o u r  m e m b e r s .  O n l y  o n e  m e m b e r  
w a s  r e s p o n s i v e  d u r i n g  th i s  review.
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  F U N C T I O N ■

A s  of S e p t e m b e r  1, 1957, p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  (PT's) w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .
T h e y  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b y  the T e r r i t o r i a l  M e d i c a l  
B oard, u n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h a p t e r  74, S L A  57.

In 1974 the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  
C h a p t e r  71, S L A  1974. A t  t h i s  time, p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s  (PTA's) w e r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d .  T h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a P T  a n d  a P T A  is t h t t  a f o u r - y e a r  d e g r e e  
is r e q u i r e d  for a P T  a n d  a t w o - y e a r  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  is 
r e q u i r e d  for a PTA.

A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0  s t a t e s  t h a t  the B o a r d  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  u p  o f  t h r e e  
P T s , o n e  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,  a n d  o n e  lay p e r s o n .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of 
the B o a r d  is to c o n t r o l  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
of  PTs a n d  P T A s  a n d  the p r a c t i c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y .

T h e  m a j o r  d u t i e s  of the B o a r d  a r e  to p a s s  o n  t h e  q u a l i­
f i c a t i o n s  of  a p p l i c a n t s ,  c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  i s s u e  t e m p o r a r y  
p e r m i t s  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to q u a l i f i e d  P T s  and 
PTAs, s u s p e n d  o r  r e v o k e  l i c e n s e s ,  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  k e e p  a 
c u r r e n t  r e g i s t e r  of l i c e n s e d  PTs and P T A s  a n d  k e e p  a r e c o r d  
of its m e e t i n g s ,  p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  h e a r i n g s .  T h e  B o a r d  is 
a s s i s t e d  in t h e s e  d u t i e s  b y  the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) . O L  p r o c e s s e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  m a i n t a i n s  files, 
a n s w e r s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the B o a r d  a n d  p r o v i d e s  
o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  as n e e d e d  by  the Bo a r d .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  O L ' s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  i n v e s t i g a t e s  any c o m­
p l a i n t s  m a d e  i n v o l v i n g  P T s  o r  PTAs.

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for l i c e n s u r e  i n c l u d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e­
m e n t s  and a p a s s i n g  s c o r e  on an e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  e x a m i­
na t i o n  is g i v e n  o n  a n a t i o n - w i d e  b a s i s  a n d  is p r e p a r e d  and 
g r a d e d  by a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  
S e r v i c e ) .

If a PT or P T A  h a s  t a k e n  the e x a m i n a t i o n  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e  
and h a s  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  b y  t h a t  s t a t e  as a PT  or  PTA, th e y  m a y  
be l i c e n s e d  in A l a s k a  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  w i t h o u t  r e t a k i n g  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in the o t h e r  s t a t e  
m u s t  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  to A l a s k a ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T o  g e t  a PT o r  P T A  l i c e n s e  r e n e w e d ,  a l i c e n s e e  m u s t  s u b m i t  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a fee by  J u n e  30 e v e r y  e v e n  n u m b e r e d  
year.

P h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  is the t r e a t m e n t  of i l l n e s s  a n d  i n j u r y  b y  
p h y s i c a l  means. T h e  g o a l  of  the P T  is to h e l p  the o a t i e n t  
f u n c t i o n  n o r m a l l y  v i a  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  the PT  m a y
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s p e n d  t i m e  in c o n s u l t a t i o n /  r e s e a r c h /  t e a c h i n g  a n d  a d m i n i -  
s t e r i n g ,  in g e n e r a l  the P T ' s  job is to g i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  
d i r e c t i o n  of  c a r e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a s s i g n e d  to h i m  o r  her.

A  d o c t o r  m u s t ,  b y  s t a t u t e ,  r e f e r  a p a t i e n t  to a P T  a n d  
d u r i n g  t r e a t m e n t ,  the P T  m u s t  k e e p  the d o c t o r  i n f o r m e d  o f  
the p a t i e n t ' s  p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  the t r e a t m e n t .
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P o l i c y  I s s u e s

T h i s  r e v i e w  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  as a r e s u l t  of o u r  
e v a l u a t i o n  of  v a r i o u s  B o a r d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  f i n a l  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  are n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  
of  this r e v i e w  b u t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
In d e b a t i n g  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  
c o m m i t t e e s  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  so t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
i m p a c t  of p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  c a n  b e  e v a l u a t e d .

R e p o r t  C o n c l u sion

In o u r  o p i n i o n ,  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  to r e g u l a t e  and l i c e n s e  the p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  (PT) 
p r o f e s s i o n  in o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  
a n d  w e l f a r e .

H o w e v e r ,  the P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  n e e d s  to a s s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  
c o m p e t e n c e  of l i c e n s e d  PTs. We a r e  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  c o n­
t i n u i n g  educat- .» be  r e q u i r e d  for l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  (see 
Re c o m m e n d a t i o .  No. 2).

T h e  B o a r d  is d o i n g  a g o o d  job of l i c e n s i n g  q u a l i f i e d  PTs. 
H o w e v e r ,  w e  are r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  th e y  i m p r o v e  l i c e n s i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  for the u s e  of t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s ,  in o r d e r  to 
p r e v e n t  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  f r o m  o b t a i n i n g  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3).

W e  f ound three s t a t u t o r y  p r o b L e m s :

1) T h e  B o a r d  d o e s  not h a v e  the a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l­
ga t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1).

2) Q u a l i f i e d  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  P C s  m a y  n o t  b e  l i c e n s e d  
in this s t a t e  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

3) T h e  s t a t u t e s  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  i l l egal ac t s  r e l a t i n g  
to the p r a c t i c e  of PT  d o  n o t  d e f i n e  s u c h  terms as 
" u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t "  a n d  "m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e "
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5).

STA TE O F A LA SK A 7 D IV IS IO N  O F L E G IS L A T IV E  A U D IT



F I N D I N G S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
'

'

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

1

I

I

i
i

i

i

i

i

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  No. 1 t h r o u g h  No. 5 a r e  a d d r e s s e d  to the 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Bo a r d .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  6 a n d  7 are 
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  oi O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) a n d  
s h o u l d  b e  r e a d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  "A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of 
the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  O c t o b e r  30, 1978", i s s u e d  u n d e r  
s e p a r a t e  cover.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

T h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  to 
p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  08.84, w h i c h  is the s t a t u t e  c r e a t i n g  the 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ,  d o e s  n o t  g r a n t  the B o a r d  the 
a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l g a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a c c o r d­
ing to the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  f o r m a l­
ize d  p o l i c i e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  do  n o t  h a v e  the 
effect, of law. T h e  B o a r d  f e e l s  t h a t  la c k  of  r e g u l a t i o n -  
m a k i n g  p o w e r  has b e e n  d e t r i m e n t a l  to t h e  B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s .

We r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  a s e c t i o n  be a d d e d  to the P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
B o a r d ' s  s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  the B o a r d  a u t h o r i t y  to 
p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  O t h e r w i s e  the B o a r d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
the a u t h o r i t y  to e s t a b l i s h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  
e n f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e  of s u c h  s t a n d a r d s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2

T h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  p h y s i c a l  
th e r a p i s t s  a n d  pitys i c al t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  to o b t a i n  c o n­
ti n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  in o r d e r  to g e t  th e i r  l i c e n s es r e n e w e d .

T o  o b t a i n  an i n i t i a l  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ' s  l i c e n s e  in A l a s k a ,  
an a p p l i c a n t  is r e q u i r e d  to p o s s e s s  a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  in 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a n d  p a s s  a n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  R e n e w a l  
of l i c e n s e s  is r e q u i r e d  e v e r y  t w o  years. P r e s e n t l y ,  l i c e n s e e s  
d o  n o t  h a v e  to d e m o n s t r a t e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  to m a i n t a i n  
t h e i r  license.

O n c e  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  is g r a n t e d  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  an 
o c c u p a t i o n  t h e y  h a v e  an i m p l i e d  o b l i g a t i o n  to m a i n t a i n  t h a t  
m i n i m u m  c o m p e t e n c e .  Q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  is d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
c o m p e t e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  of the p r o f e s s i o n a l .  C o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  is o n e  m e a n s  by  w h i c h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  g a i n  k n o w l e d g e  
and s k i l l  so t h e y  c a n  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e .

I STATE O F A LA SK A
8

D IVIS IO N  O F  L E G IS L A T IV E  A U D IT



I

1

1

8
I

8
8

8
8

8

8

8
8

8

8

8

8

In r e s p o n s e  to o u r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  47% of t h e  P T s  a n d  37% 
o f  the P T A s  b e l i e v e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  r e­
qui r e d ,  a n d  70% s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  o r  s e m i n a r s  in t h e i r  a r e a s  (see A p p e n d i x  

D) .

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  h a v e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  l a t i t u d e  in r e q u i r i n g  
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  by  r e­
q u i r i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  an u n d u e  h a r d s h i p  m i g h t  be 
p a c e d  o n  a PT p r a c t i c i n g  in r u r a l  areas. Rathe*' t h a n  d e n y  
r e - l i c e n s u r e  a n d  r e d u c e  the h e a l t h  c a r e  in t h e s e  areas, the 
B o a r d  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w a i v e  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  in s p e c i a l  
cases.

R e c o m m e n d a t  n No. 3

C o n t r o l s  o v e r  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  s h o u l d  be  i m p r o v e d .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5  a l l o w s  the B o a r d  to i s s u e  n o n r e­
n e w a b l e  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  to a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  a w a i t i n g  
p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s u r e  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  or  e n d o r s e m e n t .  T h e  
t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  a r e  v a l i d  e i t h e r  u n t i l  the e x a m i n a t i o n  
r e s u l t s  are r e c e i v e d  o r  all the d o c u m e n t s  for l i c e n s u r e  b y  
e n d o r s e m e n t  are r e c e i v e d ,  o r  for e i g h t  m o n t h s ,  w h i c h e v e r  
o c c u r s  first.

W e  n o t e d  two p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  pe r m i t s :

1) A n  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  r e c e i v e  a t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  by 
s u b m i t t i n g  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  to a B o a r d  m e m b e r .  T h e  
B o a r d  m e m b e r  m a y  t h a n  i s s u e  a t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  the r e s t  of the Board. A s  a . 
result, t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  c o u l d  b e  i s s u e d  to 
u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s .  W e  f o u n d  t h a t  t e m p o r a r y  
l i c e n s e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  to a p p l i c a n t s  b e f o r e  d o c u­
m e n t a t i o n  o f  their q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  
the B o a r d  or  l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r .

2) In t e s t i n g  the i n d i v i d u a l  l i c e n s i n g  files, w e  
f o u n d  c a s e s  w h e r e  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  h a d  l a p s e d ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  the e i g h t - m o n t h  l i m i t a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  
p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  w e r e  issued. T h e  P T s  w e r e  in 
v i o l a t i o n  of the s t a t u t e  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  P T s  
m u s t  be  l i c e n s e d  in o r d e r  to p r a c t i c e .

W e  r e c o m m e n d  the f o l l o w i n g  to c o m b a t  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s :  d o c u­
m e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  for t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s u r e  s h o u l d  go  to the 
l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r  in a l l  cases. T hen, u p o n  n o t i f i c a t i o n  by 
the l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r  thc.it the a p p l i c a n t  h a s  f i l e d  all 
n e c e s s a r y  d o c u m e n t s ,  a B o a r d  m e m b e r  c a n  d e c i d e  if a t e m p o­
ra r y  l i c e n s e  s h o u l d  b e  issued.

A l s o ,  the B o a r d  s h o u l d  t a k e  all s t e p s  p o s s i b l e  to e n s u r e  
t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  i s s u e d  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  b e f o r e  
t h e i r  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  e x p ire.
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S t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s s h o u l d  be  m a d e  to a l l o w  q u a l i f i e d  f o r e i g n  - 
t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  to p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  in 
A l a s k a .

To be  l i c e n s e d  as a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  in A l a s k a ,  an a p p l i­
ca n t  m u s t  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a c o l l e g e  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
w h i c h  is a p p r o v e d  e i t h e r  by the A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  or the C o u n c i l  o n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  H o s p i t a l s  
of the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  n e i t h e r  of 
t h e s e  two g r o u p s  a p p r o v e  f o r e i g n  s chools. A  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  
P T  thus m a y  n o t  be l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  in 
Alaska. A n  e x c e p t i o n  to th i s  has b e e n  m a d e  in an A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  if f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PTs 
h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  in a n o t h e r  state, they m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d  
in A l a s k a .  H o w e v e r ,  a.iy f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  
w h o  has n o t  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  is d e n i e d  l i c e n s u r e  
in A l a ska.

T w e n t y - e i g h t  o t h e r  s t a t e s  l i c e n s e  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PTs on 
the b a s i s  o f  e v a l u a t i o n s  d o n e  on an a p p l i c a n t s  e d u c a t i o n  by 
a C r e d e n t i a l  E v a l u a t i o n  Ser v i c e .  T h e  S e r v i c e  e v a l u a t e s  an 
a p p l i c a n t ' s  c r e d e n t i a l s  by c o m p a r i n g  t h e m  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  
s t a n d a r d s .  If t h e y  are f o u n d  to be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  equal, 
the a p p l i c a n t  m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  is e n d o r s e d  
by the A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,

We r e c o m m e n d  that the s t a t u t e s  be a m e n d e d  to a l l o w  p e r s o n s ,  
w h o s e  f o r e i g n  e d u c a t i o n  is f o u n d  to b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  
to an A m e r i c a n ' s  by this c r e d e n t i a l i n g  S e r v i c e ,  to be 
l i c e n s e d  in A l a ska.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n No. 5

Th e  S t a t e  P h y  ;ical T h e r a p y  B o ard in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l , s h o u l d  c o m p o s e  form a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  
d e f i n e  and list, e x a m p l e s  of l i c e n sing v i o l a t i o n s .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0  l i s t s  v i o l a t i o n s  w h i c h  are g r o u n d s  
for d e n ial, s u s p e n s i o n  and r e v o c a t i o n  of a l icense. T h e  
list i n c l u d e s  v a g u e  terms s u c h  as "moral t u r p i t u d e "  and 
" u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t "  w h i c h  m a n y  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  
p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  not be a b l e  to u n d e r s t a n d  w i t h o u t  the a d v i c e  
of a lawyer. T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  c l a r i f y  a n d  g i v e  e x a m p l e s  
of t h ese t e r m s .

P h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  the p u b l i c  w o u l d  be b e t t e r  i n f o r m e d  
and p r o t e c t e d  if they h a d  g u i d a n c e  as to w h a t  a c t i o n s  by a 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  are il l e g a l .  An e x a m p l e  of u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o n d u c t  w o u l d  be the c o m m i s s i o n  of  a f r a u d u l e n t  a c t  w h i l e  
p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c a l  the r a p y .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 6

T h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  f o r m a l  
goals, o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  
b e  i n c l u d e d  in the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) 
b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t s .

O b j e c t i v e s  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  an a g e n c y  or B o a r d  is s e e k x n g  to 
a c c o m p l i s h  d u r i n g  a s p e c i f i c  y e ar. W e l l  f o r m u l a t e d  o b j e c­
tives  are c a p a b l e  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  a n d  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n u m e r i­
cal t a r g e t s  so t h a t  a c t u a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  c a n  be  c o m p a r e d  
w i t h  s t a t e d  t a r g e t s .  W i t h o u t  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  the 
B o a r d ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n n o t  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  e v a l u a t e d  a n d  
a naly z e d .

O L  e s t a b l i s h e d  its ov/n b u d g e t  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  H o w e v e r ,  
t he b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n y  g o a l s  o r  m e a s u r e s  
for i n d i v i d u a l  b o a r d s .  W i t h o u t  the B o a r d ' s  g o a l s  a n d  
m e a s u r e s  b e i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  or  m e a s u r e d ,  b o t h  the G o v e r n o r ' s  
O f f i c e  a n d  the L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n n o t  e v a l u a t e  the B o a r d ' s  
p e r f o r m a n c e  (see t h e  O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 7*

T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  s h o u l d  c o l l e c t ,  r e c o r d  
a n d  m a i n t a i n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  f i l e s  and s t a t i s t i c s  of  l i c e n s e  
and t e s t i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  and r e l a t e d  w o r k l o a d of' the l i c e n s i n g 
e x a m i n e r .

T h e  D i v i s i o n  n e e d s  r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  and s t a t i s t i c s  for e v a l u­
a t i n g  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  B o a r d  a c t i v i t y .  
M a n y  p a s t  r e c o r d s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  
s u c h  as:

1. N u m b e r  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s  l i c e n s e d  e a c h  y e a r  a n d  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of 
l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s ;

2. R e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  f a i l i n g  the e x a m i n a t i o n

3. N u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  d e n i e d  the c h a n c e  to take the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  d u e  to lack of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;

4. N u m b e r  of c o m p l a i n t s  a n d  c r i t i c i s m s  a b o u t  the 
p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e  B o a r d  and its staff;

5. C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w o r k l o a d  of l i c e n s e  e x a m i n e r s ;

6. N u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

It is to t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of  the D i v i s i o n  to k e e p  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  
in o r d e r  to s u p p o r t  t h e i r  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t ,  e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  
p e r s o n n e l  a n d  k e e p  the B o a r d  i n f o r m e d  as to  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  
Also, f e e d b a c k  f r o m  the B o a r d  a n d  the p u b l i c  s h o u l d  be 
e n c o u r a g e d  so as to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  s t a f f  p e r f o r m a n c e  is 
a d e q u a t e  (see t h e  O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .
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A N A L Y S I S  O F  P U B L I C  N E E D

L i m i t e d  A n a l y s i s

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s e s  i n d i c a t e  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  
a t t a i n m e n t s  as B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to t h e  p u b l i c  n e e d  
f a c t o r s  d e f i n e d  in the " S u n s e t "  law. T h e s e  a n a l y s e s  are 
n o t  i n t e n d e d  to b e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  in  n a t u r e ,  b u t  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  
a r e a s  w e  w e r e  a b l e  to c o v e r  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of  o u r  r e v iew.

I . T h e  e x t e n t  to  w h i c h  t h e  bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n o r  p r o g r a m  
has o p e r a t e d  in t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. In t e s t i n g  the i n d i v i d u a l  l i c e n c i n g  files, w e  
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  is c o n s c i e n t i o u s  in the 
l i c e n s i n g  of  PTs, e x c e p t  for t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  as n o t e d  in R e c o m m e n d a t i on 
No. 3.

I I . T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the b o a r d ,  c o m­
mi s s i o n ,  or a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  has b e e n  i m p e d e d  o r  e n h a n c e d  
by e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s ,  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  
it has a d o p t e d ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  m a t t e r, i n c l u d i n g b u d g e t a r y , 
r e s o u r c e ,  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s .

1. T h e  B o a r d ' s  s t a t u t e s  do  n o t  g i v e  the B o a r d  the 
a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  - t h e  B o a r d  
h a s  w r i t t e n  p o l i c i e s ,  b u t  th e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
e f f e c t  of l a w  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1).

2. T h e  s t a t u t e s  d o  n o t  a l l o w  the B o a r d  to l i c e n s e  
f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PTs (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

3. T h e  B o a r d  f eels its o p e r a t i o n s  are s e r i o u s l y
h a m p e r e d  by the i n e f f i c i e n t  h a n d l i n g  of c o m­
p l a i n t s  by the I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  w i t h i n  O L  
(see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

4. T h e  t u r n o v e r  of the l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r s  in O L
has c a u s e d  s o m e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  in the B o a r d ' s
o p e r a t i o n s .

5. O n e  m e m b e r  o f  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  
has a t t e n d e d  o n l y  44 p e r  c e n t  o f  the m e e t i n g s .
T h e  B o a r d  is n e t  g e t t i n g  the b e n e f i t  of h a v i n g  a 
f u l l  B o a r d  (see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

6. T h e  t e r m s  o f  t h r e e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a d  b e e n  l a p s e d  
for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a y e a r  b e f o r e  the O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  G o v e r n o r  r e a p p o i n t e d  the B o a r d  m e m b e r s  (see 
the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .
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IV.

V.

VI.

The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  t h e  bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  
has r e c o m m e n d e d  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
of b e n e f i t  to the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. S i n c e  19 74, w h e n  the P T  B o a r d  w a s  c r e a t e d ,  o n l y  
m i n o r  l a n g u a g e  c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a de; e x c e p t  
for the a m e n d m e n t  to a l l o w  the P T  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  
to r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s .  T h e s e  
c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m­
m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
the G o v e r n o r .

2. No c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o m m e n d e d  by t h e  Board.

The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n cy 
has e n c o u r a g e d  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  to r e p o r t  to i.t~ 
c o n c e r n i n g  the e f f e c t  of its r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i ons 
o n the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of se r v i c e ,  e c o n o m y  of ser v i c e ,  
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  it has p r o v i d e d .

1. The p u b l i c  is i n v i t e d  to a t t e n d  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  
to g i v e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  B o a r d  p r o c e e d i n g s .  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n s  are a d v e r t i s e d  
one time o n l y  in e a c h  of four n e w s p a p e r s  t h r o u g h­
out the s t a t e  (see the OL P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  
R e p o r t ) .

The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s si o n  or a g e n c y  
has e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the m a k i n g  of 
i ts r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i 3 i o n s .

1.

2.
As n o t e d  in IV, the p u b l i c  is i n v i t e d  to a t t e n d  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  via n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .
We f o u n d  no  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  that the B o a r d  h a s  
e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

S i n c e  1974, o n l y  t h ree p e r s o n s  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .

T h e e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p u b l i c  i n q u i r i e s  o r  com- 
pT.aints r e g a r d i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the b o a r d ,  c o m­
m i s s i o n  o r  a g e n c y  f i led w i t h  it, w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t 
to w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  
a s s i g n e d ,  or w i t h  the o f f i c e  of t h e o m b u d s m a n  ha v e  
be e n  p r o c e s s e d  and r e s o l v e d .

1. S i n c e  its i n c e p t i o n ,  the B o a r d  has r e q u e s t e d  
the I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  in O L  i n v e s t i g a t e  two 
c o m p l a i n t s  - no a c t i o n  has b e e n  t a k e n  on the 
c o m p l a i n t s  (see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  Report)

2. One c o m p l a i n t  i n v o l v i n g  the B o a r d  of P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p y  w a s  m a d e  to the O m b u d s m a n  O f f i c e .  T h e  
c o m p l a i n t ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  a f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PT, 
w a s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  r e s o l v e d  as a r e s u l t  of an 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l’s Opi n i o n .
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VII. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h
r e g u l a t e s  e n t r y  in t o  an o c c u p a t i o n  >>r p r o f e s s i o n  has 
p r e s e n t e d  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  to s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c .

1. T h e  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  an a p p l i c a n t  to h a v e  the 
f o l l o w i n g  c r e d e n t i a l s  to be l i c e n s e d  as a 
PT: a d e g r e e  f r o m  a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  s c h o o l  
(which i n c l u d e s  a 9 - m o n t h  i n t e r n s h i p  program) 
and a p a s s i n g  s c o r e  on a n a t i o n a l  w r i t t e n  
e x a m i n a t i o n .

2. S i n c e  the P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  to o k  o v e r  in 
1974, it has l i c e n s e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 PTs.

3. T h e  B o a r d  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
for P T s  to e n s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c e  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2).

VIII. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  p r a c t i c e s ,  in c l u d i n g  
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p lied 
w i t h  by the boa r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  to its o w n 
a c t i v i t i e s  and the a r e a  of a c t i v i t y  or  i n t e r e s t .

1. T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  for l i c e n s u r e  c o n t a i n s  q u e s t i o n s  
w h i c h  c o u l d  le a d  to d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o n  the B o a r d ' s  
p a r t  a g a i n s t  a n  a p p l i c a n t  (see the OL P e r f o r m a n c e  
A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

2. T h e  s t a t u t e s  do n o t  a l l o w  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  to be l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a  
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

IX. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t u tory, r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t i n g  
o r ~ o t h e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the a g e n c y , 
b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  of 
the p u b l i c  and to c o m p l y  w i t h  the f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  
in this u b s e c t i o n .

1. T h e  P T  B o a r d  s h o u l d  be a d d e d  to the li s t  of 
B o a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  u n d e r  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  (AS 44.62.
330) .

2. P l e a s e  r e f e r  a l s o  to the p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,
F i n d i n g s  and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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A P P E N D I X  A  

S T A T E  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  B O A R D
R E V E N U E S  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  E X P E N D I T U R E S  

F i s c a l  Y e a r  1978 
(UNAUDITED)

R e v e n u e s  (see S c h e d u l e  1 a n d  N o t e  1) 

E x p e n d i t u r e s  (see N o t e  2)

E x c e s s  of E x p e n d i t u r e s  O v e r  R e v e n u e s

S c h e d u l e  1 
T y p e s  of  R e v e n u e s

$ 2.-300 

1 1 / 7 0 0  

$(9,400)

R e v e n u e s A m o u n t C o l l e c t i o n  T i m e

A p p l i c a t i o n  Fee $25 W i t h  a p p l i c a t i o n  for
l:.censure

R e g i s t r a t i o n  by E x a m i n a t i o n  Fee 25 W i t h  t a k i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n
R e g i s t r a t i o n  by E n d o r s e m e n t  F e e 25 W h e n  r e g i s t e r e d
B i e n n i a l  R e n e w a l  Fee 25 B i e n n i a l l y
T e m p o r a r y  P e r m i t  F e e 10 W h e n  p e r m i t  is a p p l i e d  for
La t e  Fee Fi n e 10 W i t h  la t e  p a y m e n t

N o t e  1

T h i s  r e v e n u e  f i g u r e  inclu es a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n  
fees p l u s  r e n e w a l  fees. S i n c e  the r e n e w a l  fees a r e  c o l l e c t e d  
o n c e  e v e r y  two y e a r s ,  t h e y  c a u s e  the r e v e n u e s  in o n e  y e a r  to 
be m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in the n e x t  
year. T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a l c u l a t e d  and r e p o r t e d  an  a v e r a g e  of 
the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in fis c a l  y e a r s  1977 a n d  1978 in 
o r d e r  to o b t a i n  an a c c u r a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t e d  

revenues.

No t e  2

E x p e n d i t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  ma d e  by B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  s u c h  as 
travel and p e r  diem, and an a l l o c a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e  (estimated) 
of t o tal a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e s  of OL. T h e y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  for e f f o r t s  that o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u c h  as the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Law, m a y  h a v e  i n c u r r e d  in a s s i s t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  
and OL.
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A P P E N D I X  B 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S T A T I S T I C S

L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  a n d
L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t s

L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s

L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t s

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  in C a l e n d a r  Y e a r s  1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 8

A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  m e e t i n g s  p e r  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r  ( e x c l u d i n g  t e l e p h o n e  c o n f e r e n c e s )

N u m b e r  of e x a m i n a t i o n s  g i v e n

C a l e n d a r  Y e a r

1976
1977
1978

P a s s e s

2
3
1

F a i l s

0

1

2

As O f  

O c t o b e r  20, 1978

92

3

7 m e e t i n g s

2 m e e t i n g s  

9 e x ams
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Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  TO B O A R D  M E M B E R S  
(see N o t e  1)

1. W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e g i s­
ter e d  b y  a S t a t e  a g e n c y ?

To use the law f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  p o l i c i e s .

2. W h a t  d o  y o u  b e l i e v e  to be  the g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ?

1. To p r o v i d e  o p t i m u m  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  ca r e to the
p u b l i c  a n d  p r o t e c t  th e m f r o m  fraud.

2. To e n s u r e  that l i c e n s u r e  is o f  q u a l i f i e d  t h e r a p i s t s .

3. To h a n d l e  any c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  the p r a c t i c e
o f  p h y s i c a l  therapy.

3. Do y o u  fe e l  t h a t  the B o a r d  is a c h i e v i n g  its g o a l s  as 
y o u  p e r c e i v e  t h e m  .in q u e s t i o n  n u m b e r  2 ?

Y e s .

4. D o  y o u  f e e l  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e s  o n  s o m e  g o a l s  
and less o n  o t h e r s ?  P l e a s e  d e s c r i b e  a n y  a r e a s  y o u  feel 
w o u l d  be a p p l i c a b l e .

No.

Howev er,  m o r e  s u p p o r t  a n d  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  i n v e s t i­
ga t i n g  c o m p l a i n t s  is n e e d e d  f r o m  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o f  the 
Di vis io n.

5. W h a t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a b s e n c e  of 
r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the p r a c t i c e  of  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
and/'or the B o a r d  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  to t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

One i n d i v i d u a l  is a d v e r t i s i n g  as p r o v i d i n g  "p h y s i c a l  
therapy". She is not  t r a i n e d  in any way as a th er api st , 
but the p u b l i c  doe s not k no w so. E v e n  w i t h  the law this 
occurs. W i t h o u t  the law it c o u l d  o c c u r  very  f r e q u e n t l y .

6. Is the s t a f f  of  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  a n d / o r  o t h e r  
S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a d e q u a t e  to h a n d l e  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
and e n f o r c e m e n t  n e e d s  o f  the B o a r d ?  W h a t  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  
s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e l y ?  I n a d e q u a t e l y ?
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6,. (cont'd.)

W e e d  m o r e  e n f o r c e m e n t  help.

At t i m e e 3 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  n eed s are  no t  met.

L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r s  are  very busy. F o r  a t i m e 3 we had  
a n e w  on e e v e r y  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  n o t h i n g  wa s  done as it 
n e e d e d  to be.

7. A r e  t h e r e  a n y  s t a t u t e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  
are t o o  o b s o l e t e ,  v a g u e ,  u n d u l y  l a s t r i c t i v e  a n d / o r  
i n a d e q u a t e  to a l l o w  the B o a r d  to c a r r y  o u t  its p u r p o s e s ?  
P l e a s e  c i t e  s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t e s  a n d  t h e i r  w e a k n e s s e s .

The s t a t u t e  s t a t i n g  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  m u s t  be g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  a s c h o o l  a p p r o v e d  by the A P T A  r e s t r i c t s  us in 
l i c e n s i n g  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  t h e r a p i s t s .

8. W h a t  c h a n g e s  c o u l d  be m a d e  to t h e  B o a r d  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i m p r o v e  its s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c ?

No c omm ent .

9. A n y  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s ?

No c omm ent .

N o t e  1

At the t i m e  this q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  m a i l e d  f r o m  the D i v i s i o n  
of L e g i s l a t i v e  Au d i t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  f o u r  m e m b e r s  on the 
S tate P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Board. E a c h  of the f o u r  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  
w a s  s e n t  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  r e c e i v e d  one 
r e s p o n s e  w h i c h  is s u m m a r i z e d  above.
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Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T S  A N D  
P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  A S S I S T A N T S

1. Do y o u  feel th a t  it s h o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  
for t h e  f o l l o w i n g  to b e  l i c e n s e d  b y  the 
S t a t e :

P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t  A s s i s t a n t s

W h y  or  w h y  no t ?

2. Do y o u  feel that the a b s e n c e  of the B o a r d  
w o u l d  be  d e t r i m e n t a l  to the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s ?

P l e a s e  d i s c u s s :

3. Do you b e l i e v e  that the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p y  B o a r d  is o p e r a t i n g  in the p u b l i c ' s  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

4. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  A l a s k a ' s  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e­
me n t s  for p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  a r e  a d e q u a t e  
and e f f e c t i v e  in e n s u r i n g  that the p u b l i c  
is p r o t e c t e d ?

If no, p l e a s e  e x p l a i n :

5. Do y o u  feel that t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  are in 
the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the p u b l i c ?

6. Do y o u  feel tuat the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( P E S ) , 
w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  for l i c e n s u r e  as a 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  in A l a ska, is a fair 
and r e a s o n a b l e  t e s t  of a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a­
pi s t ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  and a b i l i t y ?

7. Do y o u  feel that c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e  the f o l l o w i n g  
l i c e n s e s  are. r e newed:

P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t  A s s i s t a n t s

% R e s p o n s e s  
(see N o t e  1)

Yes No
No
O p i n i o n

97%
90%

83%

83%

0 %
5 %

8 8 % 5%

81% 2%

7 9} O to

83% 7\

7%

47% 47%
37% 33%
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3%
5 %

7%

1 7 Z

12%

8%

10Z

6 %
1 0 %
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8. Do y o u  k n o w  o f  a n y  c l a s s e s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  
a n d / o r  s e m i n a r s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  
in y o u r  a r e a  w h i c h  r e l a t e  to p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p y  a n d  w o u l d  q u a l i f y  for c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n ?

9. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e c i­
p r o c i t y  (endor s e m e n t )  p o l i c i e s  of the 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  are f a i r l y  
and c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l i e d ?

If no, p l e a s e  c o m m e n t :

10. A r e  y o u  a w a r e  of any d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  i n v o l v i n g  l i c e n s i n g  of m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s ?

11. Do y o u  t h i n k  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
B o a r d  s h o u l d  be m a d e  up of:

A. a m a j o r i t y  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ?

B. an e q u a l  n u m b e r  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a­
pi s t s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s ?

C. a m a j o r i t y  of p u b l i c  m e m b e r s ?

P l e a s e  c i r c l e  one.

12. Do y o u  feel it is a d v a n t a g e o u s  to h a v e  a 
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  t n  the B o a r d ?

13. Have y o u  h a d  a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the S t a t e  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ?

P l e a s e  s p e c i f y :

14. Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by the s taff s u p p o r t  of 
the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t ?

P l e a s e  d i s c u s s :

% R e s p o n s e s  
(see N o t e  1)

No
Yes No  O p i n i o n

70% 27%

76% 10%

0% 97%

61%

36%

0 %

68% 27%

44\% 53%

34% 63%

3%

14%

3%

37.

3 %

3%
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N u m b e r  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s

N u m b e r  of  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  r e s p o n d e d

R e s p o n s e  R a t e
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JAN 11 AM.

l e g i s l a t i v e
A U D I T

January 9, 1979

Mr. Gerald Wilkerson 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

We have reviewed your preliminary reports as shown below:

1. Board of Examiners in Optometry

2. Board of Dispensing Opticians

3. Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners

4. Board of Chiropractic Examiners

5. Alaska State Medical Board

6. Board of Veterinary Examiners

7. State Physical Therapy Board

8. Board of Pharmacy

9. Board of Nursing

10. Board of Nursing Home Administrators

11. Board of Dental Examiners

12. Alaska Transportation Commission

We view these reviews of agency programs and activities which are specifically 

subject to termination in a manner different from those made of State departments 

or agencies. Usually we in the Executive Branch endeavor to respond directly 

to each finding and recommendation. However, in reyard to the Boards and 

Commissions, the Executive Branch agency during a public hearing shall demonstrate 

a pi*' lie need for its continued existence or the discontinuation of the program, and 

the extent to which any change in the manner of exercise of its functions or 

activities may increase efficiency of administration or operation consistent 

with the public interest.

The Executive Branch of Alaska Government has made an extensive study of the 

above Boards and the Alaska Transportation Commission. We are continuing to study 

those entities, their origin, their present and future potential, and other 

related subjects in conjunction with Alaska statutes 24 and 44 (Sunset Legislation). 

As prescribed in AS 44.66.050 one or more legislative hearings are to be held 

to receive testimony from the public, the Commissioner of the department having 
administrative responsibility for each, and the members of the Boards or 
Commission involved. During those hearinqs we will present our findings and 
recommendations affecting each of the foregoing Boards and the Alaska 
Transportation Commission.
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Accordingly, we are presenting this in addition to the responses from the 

Department of Commerce, Department of Law, and the individual Board or Commission 

members and others on an interim basis.

Sincerely, .

%  faU U y jL

Michael Harper '

Administrative Assistant 

to the Governor

2 3 ( b )
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JA Y  S . HAMMOND, Covernor

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE A 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

/

POUCH D
D M $ nn  o fc c c v p a n o n u i u cekm hg  ju n e a u .  a la s k a  99811 

December 15, 1978

R E C E I V E D
Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811

JAN 11  AIL

L E G I S L A T I V E
A U D I T

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

The following comments are in response to the Performance Review of the 

State Physical Therapy Board, as submitted by the Division of Legisla­

tive Audit.

Recommendation No. 1 . Agreed. The lack of authority to promulgate 

regulations is a detriment to efficient board operations. Pending the 

outcome of Sunset Review, the division will propose legislation to grant 

this authority.

Recommendation No. 2 . Agreed. Continuing education is one method of 

maintaining and improving quality care in the health care fields. We 

also agree that special consideration should be given to those licensees 

practicing and residing in rural areas where availability of educational 

courses is nonexistant, however, we would not advocate that they be 

exempt.

Recommendation No. 3 . Agreed. Discussions will be held with the board 

and through cooperative efforts this recommendation should be complied 

with in the near future.

Recoiimendation to. 4 . Foreign trained physical therapists should be 

licersed to practice in Alaska, if fully qualified. The division will 

discuss this issue and your recommendation with the board at its next 

meeting.

Recommendation No. 5 . Agreed. Licensing violations should be as 

clearly defined as possible, as long as care is taken where the defini­

tion could not be interpreted as all-inclusive.



Recommendation No. 6 . Agreed. This board, as well as all boards, will

be contacted in March or April, 1979 for input into the division's

budget for FY 1281. This input will address the board's goals, objec­

tives, and financial needs.

Recommendation No. 7 . Agreed. Complete reorganization of files and 

procedures within the agency are expected to be accomplished by the end 

of calendar y ea r  1979. Some changes have recently been initiated by the 

agency.

I appreciate the time and efforts expended by your staff.

Yours truly,

H. Phillip Hubbard 

Commissioner

s.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY BOARD

RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE AUDIT CCMMITTEE

The following are the Board's responses to the recommendations in the 
preliminary performance review of the State Physical Therapy Board, 
dated October 20, 1978, from the Division of Legislative Audit.

Recommendation No. 1

The State Physical Therapy Board should be allowed to promulgate 
regulations. '

The Board agrees with this recommendation and is making appropriate 
suggested changes for the statifes- Ammendments will be submitted during 
the next Legislative Session to provide for the Board to make rules and 
regulations.

Recommendation No. 2

The State Physical Therapy Board should require physical therapists and 
physical therapy assistants to obtain continuing education m  order 
to get their licenses renewed.

The Board agrees with the importance of and the idea behind continuing 
education. However, the Board does not feel it is ready to handle 
mandatory continuing education at this time because of:
1. Difficulty in getting quality coarses in Alaska due to the expense 

of "importing" instructors.
2. Great distances and costs involved for rural therapists to attend 

inservice coarses.
„3. . Inck of standards determining the quality of continuing education 

coarses. There is no professional Physical Therpay School in Alaska 
to offer continuing education. The local chapter of the American 
Physical Therapy Association does an excellent job of providing ed­
ucation seminars; however most of these are given by local physical 
therapists, and uniform standards have not been set.

The Board will be setting up a task force to study and make recom­
mendations for the problems of providing continuing education in 
Alaska. Februar y / q H .

As there have been no complaints from the public regarding degree 
of professionalism (knowledge, skills, services) of physical 
therapists, the Board feels lack of required continuing education 
is not an urgent problem.

25 fal



Controls over temporary licenses should be improved.

It is the responsibility of all Board members to know the qualifications 
for licensure. Therefore the premise in the first paragraph under 
recommendation No. 3 is incorrect. We question whether one Occupational 
Licensing Examiner knows the qualifications for licensure better than 
one Board member. As it is the responsibility of the Board member to 
issue temporary permits, at least copies of the documents should be seen 
by the issuing member. The current Board members are not aware of any 
instance where an applicant was issued a temporary permit before documen­
tation of their qualifications was received by either the Board member 
or Licensing Examiner.

The temporary licenses which lapsed before permit licenses were issued 
occured when there were several rapid changes of the licensing examiners, 
and when the State was requiring financial disclosure of all Board 
members, as several physical therapy members resigned causing lack of a 
quoium. The Board has since made a policy (which hopefully will become 
a regulation) that the Licensing Examiner shall notify all applicants 
two months prior to expiration of their temporary permit, if their 
application is not complete and ready for permanent licensure. In the 
past year, since this policy, it is believed that there has been no 
problems.
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The Board disagrees that the licensing examiner must first receive all 
documents for a temporary permit. An applicant may present all documents 
personally to a Board member and recieve a temporary permit. Documents 
will then be sent to Juneau by certified mail. It is the responsibility 
of the Board to pass on the qualifications of the applicant, rather than 
the licensing examiner.

The Board agrees with the last statement of this recommendation and is 
attempting to do so.

Recommendation No._4

Statutory changes should be made to allow qualified foreign-trained 
physical therapists to practice physical therapy in'Alaska.

The Board agrees with this recommendation and is proposing statute 
changes accordingly.

I



The State Physical Therapy Board in conjunction with the Attorney General, 
should compose formal regulations which define and list examples of licen­
sing violations.

The Board agrees, but first must receive the athority to make regu­
lations. The Board is recommending statute changes in order to make 
rules and regulations, and has already made a partial list of viola­
tions.

Recommendation No. 6

The State Physical Therapy Board should establish formal goals, objectives 
and quantifiable~measureswhich should be included in the Division of 
Occupational Licensing (OL) budget documents.

This has been done for the past year, 1978, by the Board and was sent to 
the Division of Occupational Licensing. The Division was to write up 
the report in final format. Kiptvt ik/vis sent h  Juwulu. Ocf- "H-

Recommendation No. 7

The Division of Occupational Licensing should collect, record and 
maintain for five years files and statistics of license and testing 
applicants and related workload oT the licensing examiners

Recommendation No. 5

'The Board agrees.

Tom lleuston, Secretary

^  ‘ Q v C C & y , ft P T  

Gary McCarthy, R.P.T.
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