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JAY S. HAMMOND, MVERNUR

IIEPAllTM EXT OF LAW
CRIMINAL DIVISION

POUCH KC  - STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

F e b r u a r y  8, 1975

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  W. E. Bradley 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: Senate Bill 98

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Bradley:

Y o u  h a v e  asked D i c k  P e g u e s , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r  for 
the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law, for his comments on S e nate Bill 
98. I h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  to r e s p o n d  to your letter in his 
stead.

If a fiscal n o t e  is required  b y  SB 98, the D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  w o u l d  be the approp r i a t e  a g e n c y  to inquire 
of, as this w o u l d  fall w i t h i n  their expertise.

W i t h  r e s n e c t  to the substance of SB 98, the D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  L a w  has several objections w h i c h  m i t i g a t e  agains t its 
passage. As a p r i m a r y  consideration, should this b i l l  become 
l a w  there w o u l d  be selective enforcement, at best. This is 
b e c a u s e  the p e r s o n  at the counter in the D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  
V e h i c l e s  w o u l d  h a v e  no w a y  of k n o w i n g  h o w  long a p e r s o n  
a t t e m p t i n g  to r e g i s t e r  a v e h i c l e  h a d  b e e n  in the state, nor 
whet.ier a p e r s o n  was employed nor for h o w  long the p e r s o n  
w a s  employed. S hould a p e r s o n  r e g i s t e r i n g  a v e h i c l e  admit 
that h e  has b e e n  in the state for longer than 90 days or 
e m p l o y e d  for m o r e  tha n 15 days, he w o u l d  be subject to the 
p e n a l t y  r e f l e c t e d  in SB .98. However, it is h i g h l y  li kely 
that p e o p l e  w o u l d  soon be aware of the obvious a d v a n t a g e s  of 
m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g  these facts, and in this regard, the bill 
e n c o u r a g e s  misrepre sentation.
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In addition, the b i l l  d i s c r i m i n a t e s  b e t w e e n  r e s i d e n t s  
a n d  n o n - r e s i d e n t s  w h o  r e g i s t e r  their v e h i c l e s  at a time 
la t e r  t h a n  that r e q u i r e d  b y  law. T h e r e  a p pears to be no 
v a l i d  r e a s o n  for this disti n c t i o n  other than the p o s s i b l y  
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  job of en for c i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  on 
o u t - o f - s t a t e  vehicles.

It w o u l d  a p p e a r  that the b e s t  w a y  to a p p r o a c h  this 
p r o b l e m  is s i m p l y  m o r e  strict e n f o r c e m e n t  of e x i s t i n g  laws.
I h a v e  c o n s u l t e d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety; a n d  the 
c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  above are s h ared b y  that department.

If I m a y  b e  of any further assistance, p l e a s e  contac t 
m e  at y o u r  convenience.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

A V R U M  M. GROSS 
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

D A N I E L  W. H I C K E Y  
CHIEF P R O S E C U T O R

By:

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
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