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February 28, 1980

TO* Richard A. Bradley
Legislative Counsel 
Legislative Affairs Agency

FROM: Rep. Fred Brown

Thank you for your memo of February 26, regarding this 
strange requirement of a "professional geologist."

Apparently because of the federal requirements inyolving 
certain coal mining and reclamation activities, the states may 
(is this your conclusion?) be required to have some method of 
designating "professional geologists."

In this age of Sunset, obviously, I am not interested 
in creating a brand new board with wide-ranging activities. 
While you are drafting a bill, please come up with the abso­
lute bare minimum action required by the State in defining\ 
a professional geologist that you believe would meat the 
federal requirement.

Thank you very much for your attention to thiB matter.

FBskfw
bcc: Dr. Jim McCaslin Brown

.
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L E G ISL A T IV E  A F F A IR S  A G E N C Y

M E M O R A N D U M  F e b r u a r y  26, 1980

SUBJECT: P r o f e s s i o n a l  G e o l o g i s t s
(Work O r d e r  N u m b e r  7353)

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  E. B r o w n

FROM: R i c h a r d  A. B r a d l e y
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l  \j J

I h a v e  y o u r  m e m c r a n d u m  o f  F e b r u a r y  12, 1980, w h i c h  I r e c e i v e d  
F e b r u a r y  21st.

O n  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  m e m o r a n d u m ,  I r e a d  P u b l i c  L a w  95 - 87 
a g a i n  a n d  f i n a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  the p h r a s e  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  
g e o l o g i s t . "  It a p p e a r s  at 91 Stat. 476, in sec. 5 0 7 ( b ) (14) 
o f  the bill. In context, the l a n g u a g e  r e q u i r e s  that a p p l i­
cations for " s u r f a c e  coal m i n i n g  a nd r e c l a m a t i o n  p e r m i t s "  
m e e t  a n u m b e r  o f  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  A m o n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  at 
p a r a g r a p h  ( b ) (14), the a p p l i c a n t  is r e q u i r e d  to p r o v i d e

"cross s e c t i o n  m a p s  o r  p l a n s  of the lan d to b e  a f f e c t e d  
i n c l u d i n g  a c t u a l  a r e a  to be mined, p r e p a r e d  b y  o r  u n d e r  
the d i r e c t i o n  o f  and c e r t i f i e d  b y  a q u a l i f i e d  r e g i s t e r e d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e ng in ee r,  or p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o l o g i s t  w i t h  
a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  e x p e r t s  in r e l a t e d ' f i e l d s  su ch  as land 
s u r v e y i n g  a n d  l a n d s c a p e  a r c hi te ct u re . . . . "  (Emphasis 
added.)

T h e  p h r a s e  is n o t  d e f i n e d  in P.L. 95 - 87 and, b y  i m p li c at io n,  
the states are free to p r o v i d e  a definition.

B a s e d  on the i n f o r m a t i o n  in the A I P G  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I l o c a t e d  
the I n di an a l a w  that w a s  s a i d  to be e n a c t e d  r e s p o n s i v e  to 
P.L. 95 - 87. See I n d i a n a  S t a tu te s 2 5 - 1 7 . 5 - 1 - 1  - 2 5 - 1 7 . 5 - 1 -  
9, attached. T h a t  l a w  g ives the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  Re so u r c e s .  W h i l e  I a s s u m e  that 
in Indiana, as in A l as k a,  that d e p a r t m e n t  m^y m o r e  l i k e l y  
h a v e  g e o l o g i s t s  on its staff, t here is n o  n e o d  to g i v e  D N R  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I s u g g e s t  that 
C o m m e r c e  receive- the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .



F e b r u a r y  26, 1980

N o t e  a l s o  t h a t  n o  t e s t i n g  is i n v o l v e d  in the I n d i a n a  process. 
Rather, the d e p a r t m e n t  e x a m i n e s  c r e d e n t i a l s  a n d  if the 
s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in the l a w  are  met, the i n d i v i d u a l  is 
i s s u e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  w h i c h  d e s c r i b e s  h i m  as a " p r o f e s s i o n a l  
g e o l o g i s t "  a n d  p e r m i t s  the i n d i v i d u a l  to d e s c r i b e  h i m s e l f  as 
such.

T h e r e  a p p e a r s  to be n o  p r e s e n t  l a w  in A l a s k a  r e g a r d i n g  the  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of geolog is ts . T h e  t e r m  is u s e d  
in a n u m b e r  o f  ar ea s of the co de  [AS 27.07.040, A S  31.0 5. - 
009, A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 1 ,  a n d  A S  41.08] b u t  is a p p a r e n t l y  u n d e f i n e d  
o th er w i s e .

If I u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  request, y o u  w a n t  a b i l l  p r e p a r e d  w h i c h  
is s i m i l a r  to t h e  I n d i a n a  law. I w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  to p r e p a r e  
s u c h  a b i l l  w i t h  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  g i v e n  to D C E D  a s " s u g g e s t e d  
above, u n l e s s  I h e a r  f r o m  y o u  to the contrary.

RAB: ljb

E n c l o s u r e

a
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143 CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL CEOLOGISTS 25 -1 7 .5 -1 -4

ARTICLE 17.? 
GEOLOGISTS

CHAFTKK.
1. C e r t i f i e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  G e o l o g i s t s .  

25-17.5-1-1 —  25-17.5-1-9.

CHAPTER 1 
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGISTS

SECTION.
25-17.5-1-1. 
25-17.5-1-2. 
2 o-l i .0-1-3. 
25-17.5-1-4. 
25-17.5-1-5. 
25-17.5-J-6.

Definitions.
Certification requirement. 
Application — Form —Fee. 
Qualifications.
Issuance of certificate.
Denial — Notice — Hearing.

SECTION.
25-17.5-1-7.

25-17.5-1-8

25-17.5-1-9.

Department to investigate 
applicants and violations. 

Meaning of" conviction — 
Department's authority upon 
conviction.

Prohibited acts — Penalty.

25-17.5-1-1. Definitions. —  As used in this chapter:
. "Department" means the department of natural resources.

"Certified professional geologist" means a geologist certified under this 
chapter..

"Geology” refers to that science which is based on investigation of the 
earth’s crust and the rocks and other materials which compose it and which 
utilizes knowledge of the earth and its constituent rocks, minerals, liquids, 
gases, and other materials for the benefit of mankind.

"Qualified geologist" means a person who possesses all the qualifications 
to be a certified professional"geologist under this chapter except that he is 
not certified.

"Responsible position" means a position requiring the exercise of 
independent control and direction and the use of initiative, skill, and 
independent judgment when performing geological work or when 
supervising such work. [IC 25-17.5-1-1, as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.]

25-17.5-1-2. Certification requirement. —  After June 30,1980, no person 
other than a certified professional geologist may stamp or seal any plans, 
specifications, plats, reports, or other documents with the seal or stamp of 
a certified professional geologist, or use in any manner the title 
"professional geologist", "registered geologist" or "certified geologist" 
unless he is certified under this chapter. [1C 25-17.5-1-2, as added by Acts 
1979, P.L. 245, § 1.]

25-17.5-1-3. Application — Form —  Fee. —  An application for 
certification as a professional geologist shall be made to the department on 
a form prescribed by the department and shall be accompanied by the 
application fee fixed by rules of the department. [IC 25-17.5-1-3, as added by 
Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.)

25-17.5-1-4. Qualifications. —  To be certified as a professional geologist, 
a person must be certified by the American Institute of Professional 
Geologists, or have the following qualifications:

r.
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III Be of good moral character.
* (2) Meet one of the following educational requirements fulfilled at a 
school or university whose geological curricula is accredited and meets the 
criteria established by rules of the department:

(A) Graduation with a major in geology; or
(B)'Completion of thirty [30] semester hours in geological science courses 

leading to a major in geology, of which at least twenty-four [24] hours are 
in the third or fourth year, or graduate courses.

<3> Meet one of the following work experience requirements:
(A) Three [3] years of professional geological work under the supervision 

of a certified professional geologist, except that prior to July 1, 1979, 
professional geological work qualifies under this subdivision if it was under 
the supervision of a qualified geologist; or 4

(B> Five [51 years’ experience in a responsible position. .
(4) Have at least seven [7] years of professional geological work. 

Professional geological work does not include routine sampling, laboratory 
work, or geological drafting.

i A) Each year of undergrad 'ate study in the geological sciences counts as 
one half [’/a] year of professional geology work up to a mazimum of two [2] 
yt.ars, and each year of graduate study or research counts as a year of 
prolessional geology work.

(B) Teaching in the geological sciences at college level counts as one [1] 
veaT of professional geology work, provided that the total teaching
experience includes six [6] semeste 
under another system, of third or 1>

(C) Credit for undergraduate s’ 
separately, or in combination, ma 
towards meeting the requirement o 
geological work:

(D) The ability of the applicant

v s per semester, or equivalent if 
year or graduate courses, 
graduate study, and teaching, 
exceed a total of four [4] years 

;ast seven [7] years of professional

st be demonstrated by his having
performed his professional geologica: work in a responsible position. The 
adequacy of the required supervision and experience shall be determined by 
the department in accordance with standards set forth in rules adopted by 
iL [1C 25-17.5-1-4, 'as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.]

25-17.5-1-5. Issuance of certificate. —  An applicant who meets the 
qualifications for certification under this chapter, upon payment of the 
certification fee, shall be issued a certificate as a professional geologist. [1C 
25-17.5-1-5, as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.]

25-17.5-1-6. Denial —  Notice —  Hearing. —  An applicant who is denied 
certification shall be notified in writing and informed of the reason for the 
denial. Within thirty [30] days after receipt of notice, the applicant may 
make written request to the department for a hearing which, if granted, 
shall be conducted as specified in 1C 4-22-1 [4-22-1-1 —  4-22-1-30]. [1C 
25-17.5-1-6, as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.]
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145 OCCUPATIONS—DISTRESS SALES 25-18-1-13
25-17.5-1-7. Department to investigate applicants and violations. —  The 

department shall investigate applicants and violations of this chapter. [IC 
25-17.5-1-7, as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.] -

25-17.5-1-8. Meaning of conviction —  Department’s authority upon 
conviction. —  A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of 
nolo contendere made to a charge of a felony or a crime involving morr 
turpitude is deemed to be a conviction within the meaning of this chapter. 
The department may order a certificate suspended or revoked or may 
decline to issue a certificate v. hen the time for an appeal has elapsed, when 
the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, or when an order 
granting probation is made suspending the imposition of sentence. [IC 
25-17.5-1-8, as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, § 1.]

25-17.5-1-9. Prohibited acts —  P ena ltjv^-A fte r June 30, 1980, any 
person who signs, stamps, or seals any plans, specifications, plats, reports, 
or other documents as a certified professional geologist, "registered 
geologist” or "certified geologist" without being certified under this chapter, 
or after his certificate has expired or has been suspended or revoked, 
commits a Class A infraction. [IC 25-17.5-1-9, as added by Acts 1979, P.L. 245, 
§11 . .

Cross References. Penalties for infractions, - . 
35-50-1-1 — 35-50-14, 35-504-1 — 3 5 -5044 ,'  • 
3550-5-2. .

ARTICLE 18
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS, REMOVAL 

AND FIRE SALES
CHAPTER.

1. G o in g  O u t  o r  B u s in e s s , R e m o v a l  o r  
B u s in e s s , F ir e  o r  O t h e r  A l t e r e d

G o o d s  S a l e  L ic e n s e s  ( C le r k  o r  t h e  
C i r c u i t  C o u r t ) ,  25-18-1-13, 25-18-1-19.

CHAPTER 1
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS, REMOVAL OF BUSINESS, FIRE OR 

OTHER ALTERED GOODS SALE LICENSES (CLERK OF 
THE CIRCUIT COURT)

SECTION.
25-18-1-13. Criminal acts voiding license. 
25-18-1-19. Penalty for violating chapter. 
25-18-1-20. [Repealed.).

25-18-1-13 [42-1522]. Criminal acts voiding license. —  Any violation of 
1C 35-43 [35-43-1-1 — 35-43-5-51 by a seller in connection with a salt 
governed by this chapter also constitutes a violation of this chapter and 
automatically voids any license authorizing such a sale. [Acts 1965. ch. 
271. .I> 13. p. 744:1978. P.L. 2.1} 2535. p. 2.1
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JAY S. HAMMOND, GOVERNOR

ALASKA  OIL AND GAS  C O N S ER V A T IO N  C O M M IS S IO N
May 30, 1980

3001 PORCUPINE DRIVE A N C H O R AGE, ALASKA 99S0I

Hon. W.E. B r a d le y ,  Chairman, Sen ate  Commerce Committee 
Hon. B i l l  Sumner, Chairman, Senate  R esou rces  Committee 
Hon. John S a c k e t t ,  Chairman, S en a te  F in an ce  Committee

Dear S e n a to r s :

We b e l ie v e  SB 587 d i s c r im in a t e s  a g a in s t  those  working 
g e o lo g i s t s  who a re  not members o f  the American I n s t i t u t e  o f  
P r o f e s s io n a l  G e o lo g is t s  ( A . I . P . G )  by r e q u i r i n g  th re e  y e a rs  o f  
e x p e r ie n c e  to be under the s u p e rv is io n  o f  a p r o f e s s io n a l  ge~blp-  

as n a rro w ly  d e f in ed  i n ‘the b i l l .  At the e f f e c t i v e  d a te  
o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  o n ly  those g e o lo g i s t s  c e r t i f i e d  by A . I . P . G .  w i l l  
be re co g n iz ed  as p r o f e s s io n a l  g e o lo g i s t s  under SB 587 . T h is  I', 
w i l l  r e q u i r e  someone who i s  not a member o f  A . I . P . G .  to have 
w o r k e d  under the s u p e rv is io n  o f  an A . I . P . G .  member for th ree  
y e a r s  to q u a l i f y  on th a t  d a te  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by the Commis- * 
si.oner o f  Commerce and Economic Development.

We su ggest  the fo l lo w in g  changes which w i l l  a l lo w  someone who 
has s u f f i c i e n t  e x p e r ie n c e  to q u a l i f y  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

S e c .  0 8 .5 3 .0 2 0 (a ) ( 2 )  have seven y e a rs  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  in 
g e o lo g ic a l  work^ (, th re e  o f  which were under the su p e rv is io n  
o f  a p r o f e s s io n a l  g e o l o g i s t . )

S e c .  0 8 .5 3 .0 2 0 (d )  (new su b s e c t io n )  Three y e a rs  a f t e r  the 
e f f e c t i v e  d a te  o f  t h is  ac t ,  th ree  years  o f  the e x p e r ie n c e  
re q u ire d  i n ( a ) ( 2 ) o f  th is  s e c t io n  must be under the su p er­
v is io n  o f  a p r o f e s s io n a l  g e o lo g i s t .

S e c .  08 .5 3 .0 20  ( e ) (o ld  su b sec t io n  d ) .

We b e l ie v e  t h a t  w ith  these  changes g e o lo g i s t s  w ith  many y e a rs  
o f  e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  be f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  to be c e r t i f i e d  d i r e c t l y  
by the Commissioner o f  Commerce and Economic Development, 
w ith o u t  hav ing  to jo in  the A . I . P . G .  F u r th e r ,  these changes 
w i l l  enab le  some g e o lo g i s t s  who a r e  s u p e rv is o rs  o f  o th e r  g e o lo ­
g i s t s  to be reco g n iz ed  as p ro fe s s io n a l  g e o l o g i s t s .  T h is  would 
expand the base o f  g e o lo g i s t s  who w i l l  e v e n t u a l ly  q u a l i f y  for 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by the Com m issioner.

Yours v e ry  t r u l y ,

SJ-

Harry W. Kug ler 
Commissioner
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

CSSB 587
I. REQUEST

Bill/Resolution No..
Title An Art rplat.ing tn licensing of Professional GeQ.lQfl.ists. 
Requested by Commerce Committee_________________ :--------------- .Date 6/3/an

II. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected _ Commerce & Economic Development
Program Category Affected Public Protection
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Licensing and Regulation of Professions__________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85

ioo PERSONA I SERVICES - 0 - •
200 TRAVEL -0 -
300 CONTRACTUAL - 0 -
400 COMMODITIES -0 -
500 EOUIPMF.NT -0 -
600 LAND & STRUCTURES -0 -
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. -0 -

T O T A L - 0 -

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS -0-
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) ■ ■ '-‘O': -

s'
POSITIONS 

FULL TIME -0-
PART TIME -0-
TEMPORARY — -0-

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

The Department is able to absorb licensinq of professional Geologists under 
the assumption that there will be no fees collected, no regulations promulgated, 

no investigations conducted and no board appointed.

IV. DATE 6/3/80

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

.PREPARED BY  __________________
AGENCY Occupational Licensing 

PHONE 465-253.4________________

33-001 (Rev. 12/79)
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