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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O K  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

Fo r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to r e v i e w  of p u b l i c  n e e d  for r e g u l a­

tion of o c c u p a t i o n s . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S::i'rion 1. AS 0 8 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n a  t:o read:

C H A P T E R  03. T E R M I N A T I O N ,  C O N T I N U A T I O N  A N D  R E E S T A B L I S H M E N T  

O F  R E G U L A T O R Y  B O A R D S , AN D  E V A LUA T I O N  O F  NEE D  FOR R E G U L A T I O N.

A R T I C L E  2. E V A L U A T I O N  O F  N E E D  FOR R E G U L A T I O N .

Sec. 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 4 0 .  E V A L U A T I O N  O F  NEED FOR R E G U L A T I O N  O F  A N  O C C U P A T I O N ,

(a) U p o n  thcj^request of p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of «« o c c u p a t i o n  or m e m b e r s  of

the public, the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall e v a l u a t e  an o c c u p a t i o n  w h i c h  is not 

r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  this t i t l e  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the o c c u p a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 

r e g u l a t e d .

(b) At the d i s c r e t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  m ay  

e v a l u a t e  an o c c u p a t i o n  w h i c h  is not r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  this t itle to d e t e r­

m i n e  w h e t h e r  the o c c u p a t i o n  s h o u l d  be r e g u l a t e d .

Sec. 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 5 0 .  H E A R I N G S .  As part of an e v a l u a t i o n  of an o c c u p a­

tion, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall h o l d  h e a r i n g s  and i n v i t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of the 

o c c u p a t i o n  an d  m e m b e r s  of the p u b l i c  to c o m m e n t .  If p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  in 

an o c c u p a t i o n  ar e  s e e k i n g  to be r e g u l a t e d ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall r e q u e s t  

the f o l l o w i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  them:

(1) a d e f i n i t i o n  of the p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  c r e a t e  a n e e d  for 

r e g u l a t i o n  of the o c c u p a t i o n ;

(2) the n a t u r e  of p o t e n t i a l  h a r m  to the p u b l i c  if the o c c u p a­

tion is not r e g u l a t e d ;
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(3) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  t h e r e  is a th r e a t  or e x i s t i n g  h a r m  to 

the p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f et y ,  or e c o n o m i c  w e l l - b e i n g ;

(4) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  c o n s u m e r s  of s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the 

o c c u p a t i o n  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  a m e t h o d  of r e g u l a t i o n  w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s  

c o m p e t e n t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of the o c c u p a t i o n ;

(5) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the o c c u p a t i o n  calls for i n d e p e n d e n t  

j u d g m e n t  and  the e x e r c i s e  of s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  or t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  m a k e s  it 

d i f f i c u l t  for c o n s u m e r s  to d e t e r m i n e  the q u a l i t y  of s e r v i c e  b e i n g  offeree 

b y  p a r t i c u l a r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;

(6) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of the o c c u p a t i o n  are 

c u r r e n t l y  s u p e r v i s e d  t h r o u g h  e x i s t i n g  law or r eg u l a t i o n ;

(7) e f f o r t s  m a d e  b y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of the o c c u p a t i o n  to deal 

w i t h  the p r o b l e m  w h i c h  c r e a t e  a n e e d  for r e g u l a t i o n  of the o c c u p a t i o n  

a n d  the r e s u l t s  of the e ff o r t s ;

(8) a l t e r n a t i v e s  to r e g u l a t i o n ;

((>> the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  r e g u l a t i o n  is e x p e c t e d  to r es t r i c t  

e n t r y  Into the o c c u p a t i o n ;

(10) w h e t h e r  the o c c u p a t i o n  is r e g u l a t e o  in o t h e r  j u r i s d i c -
ft

t i o n s  ;

(It) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the p r o b l e m s  p r e s e n t  in the o c c u p a­

tion can r e a s o n a b l y  be e x p e c t e d  to be e l i m i n a t e d  by re g u l at i o n ;  and

(12) the s y s t e m  of r e g u l a t i o n  p r o p o s e d .

Sec. 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 6 0 .  R E P O R T S .  A f t e r  the c o m p l e t i o n  of an e v a l u a t i o n  

u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 4 0 ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall s u b m i t  to the p r e s i d i n g  officers 

of b o t h  h o u s e s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  a r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g

(1) f i n di n g s  as to w h e t h e r

(A) r e g u l a t i o n  of an o c c u p a t i o n  is n e e d e d  to p r o t e c t  the 

p u b l i c  healt h ,  safe t y ,  an d  w e l f a r e ;

(B) h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  are cur-
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r e n t l y  u p h e l d  by p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of an o c c u p a t i o n ;

(C) the p u b l i c  is g e n e r a l l y  a b l e  to d e t e r m i n e  the c o m p e­

te n c e  of p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of an o c c u p a t i o n ;

(D) p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  

p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  i n c o m p e t e n t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;

(E) e x i s t i n g  laws a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  are  a d e q u a t e  to p r o t e c t  

th e  p u b l i c  f r o m  i n c o m p e t e n t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;

(F) p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of a n  o c c u p a t i o n  p e r f o r m  a s e r v i c e  

w h i c h  ma y  a f f e c t  t h ir d  p a r t i e s  r e l y i n g  on e x p e r t  s k i l l  an d  t r a i n­

ing; and

(G) c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of an o c c u p a t i o n  m a k e  it i m p r a c t i c a l  

to r e g u l a t e ;

(2) s u m m a t i o n  of h e a r i n g s  c o n d u c t e d  and c o m m e n t s  p r e s e n t e d ;

(3) a l t e r n a t i v e s  to r e g u l a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o s s i b l e  

s t a t u t o r y  c h a n ge s ;

(4) r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e t a i l s  of an y  p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  

of r e g u l a t i o n .

Sec. 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 7 0 .  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S .  (a) B e f o r e  the d e p a r t m e n t  may 

r e c o m m e n d  that an o c c u p a t i o n  be r e g u l a t e d  u n d e r  this title, it must  

d e t e r m i n e  that

(1) the u n r e g u l a t e d  p r a c t i c e  of the o c c u p a t i o n  can h a r m  or 

e n d a n g e r  the p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and  w e l f a r e  an d  that the p o t e n t i a l  

for h a r m  is no t remote;

(2) the o c c u p a t i o n  has q u a l i t i e s  that d i s t i n g u i s h  it from 

o t h e r  u n r e g u l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n s  and w h i c h  m a k e  r e g u l a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e ;

(3) the p u b l i c  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f rom r e g u l a t i o n  of the o c c u p a­

tion; and

(4) the p u b l i c  c a n n o t  be p r o t e c t e d  from i n c o m p e t e n t  p r a c t i­

tio n e r s  of the o c c u p a t i o n  b y  o t h e r  mesa a s ,
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Ms. L o i s  Cook 
Departm ent o f  Commerce 

and Economic Development 
Pouch D, M a i l  S to p  0800 
Ju n eau , AK 99811

Dear Ms. Cook:

E n c lo s e d  i s  SENATE B I L L  585.

Official Business

May 14, 1980

Pouch V  

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Sena te
Committee on Commerce

I  would a p p r e c i a t e  your com m ents/posit ion  papers  on t h i s  
SENATE B I L L  to  in c lu d e  a f i s c a l  n o te ,  i f  a p p r o p r ia t e .  I f  
you d e c id e  t h a t  a f i s c a l  n o te  i s  no t r e q u ir e d ,  p le a s e  make 
such a s ta te m e n t  in  your r e p ly .  I f  your Departm ent recom­
mends s p e c i f i c  ch an ges , in  a d d i t io n  to  g e n e ra l  comments, I  
would p r e f e r  t h a t  th ey  be keyed to  page and l i n e  numbers.

I f  you know o f  o th e r  departm ents  o r  a g e n c ie s  t h a t  have an 
i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p le a s e  l e t  me know so t h a t  I  
may g e t  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  comments from a l l  know led geab le  and 
in t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .

. ;V»

I n  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  a p ro d u c t iv e  and e x p e d i t io u s  s e s s io n ,  we 
r e q u e s t  t h a t  your com m ents/p osit ion  be re tu rn e d  to  the  
Se n a te  Commerce Committee w i t h in  10 days.

Sincerely,

Brad  B ra d le y  
Chairman
S e n a te  Commerce Committee

BB / j  ss 
E n c lo s u re

c c :  David  Creekman, In fo rm a t io n  O f f i c e r



" ’       --.-

May 13, 1900

Senator Clem Till ion, President 

Alaska State Legislature

Terry Gardiner, Speaker 
Alaska State Legislature

Mr. Speaker:
Mr. President: . j

During the research of the Free Conference Committee into the hearings, 

audits, and history of the health and health related boards and from 

discussions with representatives of the administration, board numbers 

and legislators, it became increasingly clear to the Committee that 

additional screening processes might insure that professions which 

sought regulation were, indeed, needing of regulation through establish­

ment of boards, licensing, and practice acts. It was felt by the Com­

mittee that screening of professions and development of s u b s t a r ^ v e  

•answers to a wide variety of questions about professions seeking regu­

lation was advisable and would best be handled through the executive 

branch of government for action by the legislature.
i

•Therefore, the Free Conference Committee had legislation drafted which 

establishes such a systematic review of professions seeking regulation. 
The Committee wishes to make clear that in signing this letter there 
is no endorsement or approval of this particular bill, as there have 

been no hearings on this bill. Rather, the Committee feels strongly 

that the concept needs to be available to the public and circulated, 
and the public should have an opportunity to respond to legislators 

•regarding this concept between now and the next legislative session.
i i

.The Free Conference Committee requests that the Rules Committees of the 

House and of the Senate introduce this legislation so that it may be 
. publically available for discussion, hearing and eventual action.

i
'
i • :

!Senate Members: House Members 1

• Senator S tucaulewsklT^Chalman S Representative Malone, Chairman
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