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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 7 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m e r c e ,  C o m m u n i t y  &
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 535 

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  for a T a s k  F or c e  o n  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n

a n d  C o n t r o l i  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L AS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. T A S K  F O R C E  O N  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  C ON T R O L .  T h e  A l a s k a  T a s k  

F o r c e  o n  Fire P r e v e n t‘on a n d  C o n t r o l  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m u n i t y  and  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

* Sec. 2. M E M B E R S H I P .  (a) T h e  A l a s k a  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  Fire P r e v e n t i o n  and 

C o n t r o l  c o n s i s t s  of n i n e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to 

p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  to be s e l e c t e d  as follows:

(1) one m e m b e r  f r o m  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m

a lis t  of n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the a s s o c i a t i o n ;

(2) one m e m b e r  f r o m  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F i r e f i g h t e r s

f r o m  a list o f  n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the a s s o c i a t i o n ;

(3) one m e m b e r  f r o m  the A l a s k a  Fire C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n  f r o m  a list 

o f  n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the a s s o c i a t i o n ;

(4) one m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y ;

(5) a c o n t r a c t o r  or a r c h i t e c t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.18;

(6) a c o m m i s s i o n e r  or e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of a r e g i o n a l  n a t i v e

h o u s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 5 5 . 9 9 6 ;

(7) an e d u c a t o r  f r o m  the s t a t e p u b l i c  s c h o o l  system;

(8) on e p u b l i c  m e m b e r ;  an d

(9) one m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e  f r o m  

a list of n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the league.

(b) T h e r e  s h a l l  be at l e a s t  on e  m e m b e r  f r o m  e a c h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .
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* Sec. 3. O B J E C T I V E S .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of the t a s k  force are to

(1) i d e n t i f y  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  of the fir e  loss 

p r o b l e m  in the state, i n c l u d i n g  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s  ;

(2) i d e n t i f y  an d  d e f i n e  the p r e s e n t  ro l e s  and  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  

a g e n c i e s  in the s t a t e  w h i c h  are i n v o l v e d  in fire p r o t e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  at the 

local, r e g i o n a l ,  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  levelsj

(3) r e c o m m e n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  or o p e r a t i o n a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  to 

i m p r o v e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of the s t a t e ' s  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  system;

(4) p r o v i d e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  that w il l  a s s i s t  all g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  

a n d  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  s e r v i c e s  in e f f e c t i v e l y  m e e t i n g  t heir f ire p r o t e c t i o n  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

* Sec. 4. C H A I R M A N .  T h e  m e m b e r s  of the T a 3 k  F o r c e  on Fir e P r e v e n t i o n  an d 

C o n t r o l  shall e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n  f r o m  the m e m b e r s h i p  of the tas k  force.

* Sec. 5. P R O J E C T  DI R E C T O R .  T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  on Fir e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o n ­

t r o l  s hall h ir e  an e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  to f u n c t i o n  as an i m p a r t i a l  i n v e s t i­

g a t o r  and  p r o j e c t  dir ec t o r .  T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  s hall be u n d e r  the d i r e c­

tio n  of the c h a i r m a n  and may, w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the c h airman, e m p l o y  

a d d i t i o n a l  o t a f f  as n e c e s s a r y .

* Sec. 6. M E E T I N G S  AN D  H E A R I N G S .  T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  Fire P r e v e n t i o n  and 

C o n t r o l  s hall m e e t  at least o n c e  e v e r y  t h re e  m o n t h s .  Th e  first m e e t i n g  s ha l l  

be h e l d  n o t  later tha n 60 d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of the n i n e  m e m b e r s  

to the task force. P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  m e e t i n g s  s h a l l  be h e l d  in a r e a s  of 

the s t a t e  that are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of its u r b a n  a n d  r u ra l  fir e  p r o t e c t i o n  

p r o b l e m s .

* Sec. 7. C O M P E N S A T I O N .  T h e  m e m b e r s  of the T a s k  F o r c e on Fire P r e v e n t i o n  

a n d  C o n t r o l  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  and  

t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by l a w  for b o a r d s  an d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

* Sec. 8. DUTIES. Th e  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  s h a l l

(1) r e q u e s t  and r e v i e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the cau s e s  an d
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of f i r e  lo s s e s in the state;

(2) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  m e e t i n g s  to d e t e r m i n e  the e x t e n t  of 

a w a r e n e s s  of e x i s t i n g  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s tems;

(3) s t u d y  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the v a r i o u s  fire p r o t e c t i o n  a g e n c i e s  

the state;

(4) s u b m i t  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r the i m p r o v e -  

of fir e p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  in the s t a t e  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the

l e g i s l a t u r e ;  t h e  f i r s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  b y  J a n u a r y  1, 1982;

(5) b y  J a n u a r y  1, 1984, s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  an d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  

its f i n a l  r e p o r t  w h i c h  s h a ll  i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d ,  e v a l u a t e  th e  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  the i m p l e m e n­

t a t i o n  of the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  a n d  m a k e  f u r t h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on nhe i m­

p r o v e m e n t  of fire p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l .

* Sec. 9. T h i s  Act t e r m i n a t e s  o n  ^  30, 1984.

* Sec. 10. T h i s  Ac t takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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SUMMARY
• 1. CS HB 863

(1) r e l a t e d  b i l l s  (s i m i l a r  O R  c o n f l i c t i n g ) 2 * Refer to comments

(2) O T H E R  A G E N C I E S  A F F E C T E D  B Y  BILL >

(2) a. O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L S U P P O R T  F O R  BILL 
Alaska Fire Chiefs Association

Alaska State Firefighters Association

I

(2) b. O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  OPPOSITION T O  BILL 

Unknown

(3) P R O G R A M  EFFECTS O F  BILL

No d iscernible program effects during the task force study phases other than, upon 

request, occassional staff time and travel required to provide input concerning our 

programs and services/activities, including our observations as to the fire problem, 

to the task force.

Eventual short and long term program effects would depend on what recommendations, 

for the improvement of fire prevention and control, were made and implemented.

(4) FISCAL IMPACT: □ N O N E »  FISCAL ANALYSIS A T T A C H E D  0

-
1

(S) A M E N D M E N T S  PROPOSED:

None

0

(fi) C O M M E N T S :

In o ur opinion the task force study and report(s), comprehensively and properly conducted 

and executed, is vital to a long needed analysis and improvement of the state's fire 

protection system. Without an approach of this type meaningful improvement of the state's 

fire environment is not favorable and our delivery system cost effectiveness is highly 

sujpect.

Among the objectives of the task force would be the identification and defining of the 

present roles and relationships of the various agencies in the state which are involved 

in fire protection activities at the local, regional, state and federal levels. There 

is considerable overlap and duplication of effort without any viable means of coordination

In addition to the Department of Public Safety, numerous state agencies, e.g. Department 

of Natural Resources, Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, Department of 
Health & Social Services, Department of Administration, Department of Labor, Department 

n f Education T n r n c t  others, are involved in varying levels of fire protection programs
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A state focused fire prevention and control master plan is needed and indicated. 

The task force could and should be the catalyst for.this direly needed effort if 

this legislation is passed.

For additional background material, including the scope of the issue, attached is. 

a copy of A  Prospectus of Alaska's Fire Protection (January 4, 1980), a report 

furnished to Governor Hammond by Mr. Thomas W. Monk, Legislative Chairman, Alaska 

State Firefighters Association.
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