


7 9 0 0  H o n e y s u c k l e  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2  
M a r c h  28, 1980

S e n a t o r  W. E. (Brad) B r a d l e y  
P o u c h  V  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

A b o u t  a y e a r  and a h a l f  a g o  the A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  m e t  
w i t h  the S t u d e n t  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  (2 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e a c h  
h i g h  s c h ool) to h e a r  s o m e  o f  the p r o b l e m s  and c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  
t h e y  w a n t e d  to e x p r e s s  to us. O n e  c o m m e n t  wa s ,  " W h y  is it 
n e c e s s a r y  to s a y  the P l e d g e  of A l l e g i a n c e  e v e r y  d a y  - - 
c o u l d n ' t  we s a y  it o n c e  e a c h  w e e k  o r  o n c e  e a c h  m o n t h ? "

A f t e r  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the p l e d g e ,  I f e l t  I s h o u l d  
tell t h e m  h o w  I feel a b o u t  it. I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I l o o k  upon 
the r e c i t a t i o n  o f  the P l e d g e  as an o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  m y  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  for the f r e e d o m s  we e n j o y ,  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  w e  
h a v e  i n h e r i t e d  a n d  t h a n k f u l n e s s  to t h o s e  w h o  f o u g h t  to 
e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  n a t i o n .  W e  d o  n o t  w o r s h i p  the flag, b u t  l o o k  
u p o n  it w i t h  r e s p e c t  and as a s y m b o l  of f r e e d o m .  We s h o u l d  
not t i r e  or b e c o m e  b o r e d  w i t h  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  g r a t i t u d e ,  b u t  
s h o u l d  l o o k  u p o n  them as we  w o u l d  o u r  t h a n k s  o f f e r e d  a t  the 
d i n n e r  table. D a i l y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  g r a t i t u d e  
s h o u l d  be a p a r t  of o u r  e v e r y d a y  life.

I h o p e  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  w i l l  a s s i s t  y o u  in p r o m o t i n g  y o u r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the P l e d g e  of  A l l e g i a n c e .

K e e p  up the g o o d  work.

S i n c e r e l y ,

K e i t h  W. C a l d e r w o o d



$ Chairman, Brad Bradley
| Alaska State Senate
| Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

DILLINGHAM CITY SCHOOL D ISTRICT
POST OFFICE BOX 202 

D ILLIN G H A M , ALASKA 99576

PHONE: 842-5221/842-5222
R O Y W ARNER 

PRINCIPAL

March 6, 1980

Dear Mr. Bradley:

In your letter that refers to SB ‘m3, I find this is in agreement with the 
way I feel. — ----*

I feel the pledge of allegiance emphasizes in part what we are trying to 
teach. We are trying to teach jjatriotism, loyalties and to teach individuals 
to be worthy citizens. Yet SB >143, also affords the opportunity to not say 
the pledge of allegiance for what ever reasons that individual desires.

Therefore, I am in agreement with the bill as it is written.

Thank you for asking my comments.

Sincerely, ,

Q ^ l  l /l/cxA^&L,
Ro'/^WaJner 
Principal

RW: jw



March 7, 1980

Senator Bill Bradley, Chairman 
Senate Commerce Committee 
Pouch V 
Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

I agree with the Senate Bill #443. I feel that we need 
to do everything we possibly can to afford public school 
students and teachers to develop respect for their 
country. I believe that the opportunity of pledging 
allegiance at the beginning of each school day can foster 
this attitude. I wholeheartedly support this Bill and 
would encourage its passage. Thank you.

Sincerely,

. V-
' • ■■ ■ "  r;-4 (
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u ; Iyb. Jerald L. MiXesell, Principal
,>Glacier Valley Elementary School 

Juneau, Alaska
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A C C R E D I T E D  BY N O R T H W E S T  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S E C O N D A R Y  A N D  H I G H E R  S C H O O L S
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»V-

March 7, 1980

Senator Brad Bradley, Chairman 

Senate Commerce Committee 

Pouch V 

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

I am responding to your correspondence of March 4, 1980, related- 

to SB 443.

The sponsors of this bill are certainly to be commended for the 

intent expressed therein.

However, I believe that the present "opportunity to recite the Pledge 

of Allegiance at the beginning of each school day" is currently in exist­

ence. For example, this is the present practice within the Kenai Peninsula 

Borough School District.

In short, I believe the intent of this legislation is worthwhile 

however, I do not believe it is necessary.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Fred Pomeroy 

Superintendent
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E A T  E R S I T K A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Brad Bradley, Chairman 

Senate Commerce Committee 

Pouch V  

State Capitol 

Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

I am in agreement wit h  Senate Bill No. 443. To be h o nest wit h  you, I 

thought this was a privilege w e  were now afforded. We do say the pledge 

at Baranof School and w e  do allow those who have other convictions to remain 

seated. We do not have a rule that mandates such procedures. They are 

taken for granted as an acceptable means of beginning the school day.

I suggest you strike the w o r d  "materially" in line 17 and "substantial" 

in line 18. I believe these words are open to interpretation, and I am 

sure someone w o u l d  eventually go the limits.

Good luck in getting this bill out of the .Senate Judiciary Committee 

and before the full Senate.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Schell, Principal 

Baranof Elementary School

March 6, 1980

A C C R E D I T E D  B Y  THE N O R T H W E S T  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L S  a  C O L L E G E S
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Solcctna Elanentarv 
Box 547

Soldotna, Ak 99669
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Introduced: 2/18/80
Referred: Judiciary

J.N T H E  SENATE BY BRADLEY

SENATE BILL NO. 443

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act affording students and teachers in the public

schools an opportunity to recite the pledge of alle­

giance at the beginning of each school day."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 07 THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.03.135. PLEDJE OF ALLEGIANCE. An opportunity shall be 

afforded students and teachers in the public schools to recite the 

pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States during the first 

hour of each day in session during the school term. Students and 

teachers who for any reason do not wish to participate in the recitation 

of the pledge of allegiance may keep silent, remain seated, or express 

their nonparticipation in sny other way which does not materially dis­

rupt classwork or involve substantial disorder or invasion of the right9 

of others.
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•'-• Senator Brad-Braid lev. Chairman • "*Senator Brad-Bradley, Chairman 

Senate.Commerce Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V, State Capitol Bldg 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Honorable Senator Bradley:

SB 443 is a bill that I believe is just and correct for 

administration of schools. In particular, line 11 and 12 

are within a positive frame work for local policy development. 

Thank you for this legislation.

Sincerely,

w P ^
Nyal'D. Wcrsham 

Superintendent

NDW/jmh



Tanana, Alaska 99777 

March 5,1980

I

Mr. B r a d  B r a d l e y  

Pouch V•v

State Capitol

1
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 o 1 1

i
D e a r  Mr. Bradley,

I am str o ng ly  in f a v o r  of SB l̂ j.3 and c er tainly ho pe  the bill is 

p a s s e d  with as m u c h  e x p e d i e n c y  as possible.

My one s u g g e s t i o n  for a change in statement i3 that in 

the w o r d  s u b s t a n t i a l  be r e p l a c e d  with the word a n y . In 

s i t u a t i o n  a s t ud e nt  m a y  i n t e r p r e t  the word substantial 

me an ings. It is an am bi gu ou s w o r d  in thi3 context and 

u n d o u b t e d l y  be i n t e r p r e t e d  in a v a r i e t y  of ways.

T h a n k  you.

i

Sincerely,

A l i c i a  F. Bu nc o 

R e s o u r c e  R o o m  T e a c h e r

line 18 

a high school 

with various 

wilj.

Li ma



Sincerely,

Dale L. Lunsford 

DLL/kss
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H IG H  S C H O O L

B R IS T O L  BAY. B O R O U G H
P. O. B O X  II 

N A K N EK . A LA S K A

is'? ...
D a l e  L . L u n s f o r d  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

March 6, 1980

The Honorable Brad Bradley 

Senator

State o f  Alaska 

Pouch V 

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

The contents of Senate Bill 4 4 3 has me r i t  as a requirement in 

every school cla s s r o o m  m  the State of Alaska.

I suggest that the word "and" o n  Line 14, "teachers" on Line 15 

be deleted, as it is a teachers responsibility to teach the 

meaning of the p l edge as well as be committed to the pledge as 

a leader and helper to our young people.



Senator Brad Bradley, Chairman 
Senate Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V, State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

Thank you very much for your letter of March 4, 1980.

I feel that students should be allowed to recite the Pledge of Al­
legiance to the Flag of the United States of America. If we cannot make 
it mandatory, we should at least strongly encourage it. To that end I 
would make the following changes:

1. lines 13 & 14 delete the restriction about having to be done only
during the first hour of the day. It shou'd be al­
lowed to be done anytime deemed appropriate.

2. lines 16-17 delete everything past "remain seated". It appears
that non-participation should be provided for but 
keeping silent and remaining seated is enough latitude.

I will pass a copy of your letter and a copy of Senate Bill No. 443 
on to all our elementary staff members; some may choose to coment.

Thanks again for the opportunity to give this input.

Yours truly,

\jJ'

Alan W. Heinrich 
Elementary Prinicpal

AWH:lp

M E M B E R  O F  N O R T H W E S T  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  A C C R E D I T E D  S C H O O L S  A N D  C O L L E G E S  
" A I R M A I L T O  A L A S K A  IS F A S T E R "



XDR.BRYCESTALLARD
Superintendent o f S ch oo ls .1

T

GUSZADRA
Associate Superintendent

CHARLES A. LOWRY
Assistant Superintendent

March 11, 1980

Mr. Bard Bradley, Chairman 

Senate Commerce Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Bradley:

Regarding your letter of March 4, 1980 concerning SB 443, 
our teachers Feel that they currently have^Efie 

"opportunity" to recite the pledge of allegiance at the 
beginning of each school day, and in fact, most of them 
do so. Most o* them feel that such a statute would 

"force" them to recite the pledge. They, therefore, 
do not feel soch a law would be appropriate.

I would add that if they are misinterpreting the proposed 
legislation, ie., if they currently do not have the right 
to say the pledge, then they would be in favor of such 

a statute. We would certainly hate to think we are in 
violation of state law by leading our students in that 
patriotic act.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Mina Sanders, Principal 
Taylor Elementary School 
Eielson AFB, Alaska
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Introduced: 2/18/80
Referred: Judiciary

IN THE SENATE BY BRADLEY

SENATE BILL NO. 443

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THF STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act affording students and teachers in the public

schools an opportunity to recite the pledge of alle­

giance at the beginning of each school day."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 14.03.135. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. An opportunity shall be 

afforded students and teachers in the public schools to recite the 

pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States during the first 

hour of each day in session during the school term. Students and 

teachers who for any reason do not wish to participate in the recitation 

of the pledge of allegiancejnayl^ep^?ilent^ remain'^eated* express 

their nonparticipation/^J^-any other w ay which— does' net m a L m i 'atly d l a -—  

rup t—cl a s s work -o-r- 

O f. O t k e-g-fln
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March 12, 1S80

Vern Williams 
Route 6, Box 4143 
Juneau, Alaska 99803

Honorable Brad Bradley
Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee
Alaska State Senate
Pouch V
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Bear Senator Bradley:

I would like to take this opportunity to respond to Senate Bills 443 and 
459 forwarded to me from your office for comment.

SENATE BILdf 443^ ^

I support the principle and the practice-of’TTQowing time at the begin­
ning of the school day for students to Pledge Allegiance to the flag of 
the United States. This country provides its citizens with measureless 
benefits and opportunities. To take a few minutes each day for our 
students to focus on the flag that represents our nation is a good 
thing.

Specifically addressing the legislation, I would suggest that everything 
after "recitation" on line 15, be deleted and add following "recitation" 
on line 15 the phrase, "will not be required to participate." I don't 
think it is advisable to have them "express their non participation". 
Excusing them from participation is the intent.

SENATE BILL 459

I support tliis bill as presented. Our nation was founded on a strong 
faith in God. How students may personnally interpret that is a nutter 
of their own conscience. To provide the opportunity daily for students 
to reflect on their basic beliefs and feelings is immeasurably important 
to them and the society in general.

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to address myself to these 

two bills.

Sincerely,

Vern Williams

i



AREA CODE 907-333-9561

SERVICE-HANSHEW JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

5577 Abbott Road 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

March 11, 1980

State Senator Brad Bradley 

Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V - State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

State Senator Bradley;

The School Board of the Anchorage School District presently has a 

policy which is identical to Sec. 14.03.135 of Senate Bill No. 443,

In this unit, Service-Hanshew, the pledge is given each morning 

by a School Government student, prior to the daily announcements,

Sincerely, \

R. Arndt

Unit Administrator

RA:dc 
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DISTRICT
4600 DeBarr Avenue - Anchorage, Alaska 

99504

AREA CODE 907-333-9561

ROMIG JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
2500 Minnesota Drive 

Anchorage, Ar; 99503

March 10, 1980

Senator Brad Bradley

Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee

Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, A K  99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

In response to yo u r  letter of March 4, 1980 regarding SB 443. 

this school has been, for the past nine years, affording 

exactly that which the proposed bill affords. I have no kno w­

ledge of any legislative policy or rule which prohibits 

a public school that which the proposed bill affords.

Needless to say our recital of the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the flag on a daily basis speaks for our belief in 

the practice.

Respectfully, a  .

W. E. Griffith 
Assistant Principal

et

cc: Lily Nielsen

o n



C h e s te r V a l l e y  Scho ol  
1750 P a t t e r s o n  Street 
Ancho ra ge , A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4

M a r c h  10, 1980

S e n a to r B r a d  B r a d l e y
Chairman, S e n a t e  C o m me rc e C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
P o u c h  V
St at e C a p i t o l
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  Bradley:

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  for s e n d i n g  m e  a copy o f^ SB443.  ■■

It is t r a d i t i o n a l  in the A n c h o r a g e  E le m en t a r y  Schools to r e ci te  
the p l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  each morning. A c c o r d i n g  to m y  son, 
it is an o p t i o n a l  e x e rc is e  in the j u n i o r  highs, and I don't 
b e l i e v e  tha t it is d o n e  in the senior h i g h  schools. F r o m  
m y  son's remarks, w h i c h  h e  inc lu de d in a prize w i n n i n g  essay 
on the fl ag  (the c o n t e s t  w a s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  the A n c h o r a g e  E l k s ) , 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is spore .c and the d e m e a n o r  of the n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
students s u b s t a n t i a l l y  detracts f r o m  che m e a n i n g f u l n e s s  of the 
ceremony.

I a m  n o t  c e r t a i n  that l e g i s l a t i n g  che p l e d g e  w i l l  m a k e  a m o re  
m e a n i n g f u l  e x e r c i s e  in citizenship; I fear that it w i l l  provide 
a sour ce  of e m b a r r a s s m e n t  for those students w h o  c h e r i s h  a deep 
love for the flag a n d  w h a t  it stands for.

Sincerely,

Don Putnam, P r i n c i p a l



M a r c h  10, 1980
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B r a d  B r a d l e y
Chairman, Sena te  C o m m e r c e  Co mm it te e  
P o u c h  V  S t at e Capitol 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Mr. Bradley: ,

In r e f e r e n c e  to Senate Bill No. 443; Lin e

I h a v e  s t r o n g  feelings r e g a r d i n g  any tea ch er  w h o  does 
n o t  w i s h  to p l e d g e  a l l e g i a n c e  to our co un tries flag. A  
t e a ch er  is l o o k ed  up to by c h i ld re n  who  h a v e  in m o s t  cases 
n o t  y et fo rmed firm l y the ideals w h i c h  they w i l l  carry 
t hr ou g h o u t  life. A  p e rs o n w i t h  this a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  our 
c o u n t r y  sh ould n o t  be a l l o w e d  to teach. In fact, w i t h  
some research, y o u  w i l l  find cases w h e r e  teachers w e r e  
d i s m i s s e d  from their jobs due to this feeling.

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a x  G. Hulse, P r i n c i p a l  
N u na ka  V a ll ey  School 
P.O. B o x  881 
Ea gl e River, Ak. 99577
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Introduced: 2/18/80
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Finance

Jen t h e  s e n a t e  b y b r a d l e y

SENATE BILL NO. 459 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

?or an Act entitled: "An Act relating to days in session in public schools."

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.03.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 14.03.040. DAY IN SESSION. (a )_ Each day within the school 

term is a day in session except Saturdays, Sundays, and days designated 

as holidays by or according to AS 14.03.050. A school board may approve 

Saturdays as a day in session. The day in session in every school shall 

be at least four hours long, exclusive of intermissions, for the first, 

second, and third grades and five hours, exclusive of intermissiors, for 

all other grades. The commissioner may approve a shorter day in session 

for any grade. Except as provided in (b) of this section, the [THE] 

period of the day in session shall be devoted to the instruction of 

pupils or to study periods for the pupil3.

(b) At the beginning of the first class of each school day in pub- 

lic schools in session one minute of silence shall be observed for volun­

tary silent prayer, meditation, or reflection.

r»
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S i n c e r e l y
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Ge q r g e  Ra k q s  
P r i n c i p a l

N O R T H  S T A R  E L E M E N T A R Y

> •

A N C H O R A G E

-  SCHOOL DISTRICT
N O R T H  S T A R  E L E M E N T A R Y  

f  6 0 5  W E S T  F IR E W E E D  L A N E  4600 DeBarr Avenue - Anchorage, Alaska

A n c h o r a g e , Al a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  99504

' . AREA CODE 907-333 9561

M a r c h  1 2 ,  i 9 ao

S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  
P o u c h  V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  S B 4 4 3

My  o w n  p e r s o n a l  v i e w p o i n t  i s  q u i t e  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h i s  b i l l . 
T h e  l a n g u a g e  i s  c o n c i s e  a n d  i t  d o e s  l e a v e  o p t i o n s  f o r  p e r s o n s  
o p p o s e d . T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  s p e l l e d  
o u t  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y  a n d  v e r y  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  t h e

L A N G U A G E  O F YO U R  B I L L .

T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  e f f o r t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  S t a t e  i n

G E N E R A L  AND E D U C A T IO N  I N  P A R T IC U L A R .
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U r s a  M a j o r  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

4 5 4  D y e a  A v e n u e  

F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n ,  A K  9 9 5 0 5  

M a r c h  11 , 1 9 3 0

M r .  B r a d  B r a d l e y

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on C o m m e r c e

F o u c h  V

S t a t e  C a p i t a l

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

■
A N C H O R A G E

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pouch 6-614 — Anchorage, Alaska 

99502

AREA CODE 907-333-9561

■ ■ ■■ ---

D e a r  M r .  B r a d l e y ,

I a m  n o t  in f a v o r  o f  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  N o .  4 4 3 .

I f e e l  t h a t  as C i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  l e a s t  

w e  c a n  d o  is s h o w  r e s p e c t  t o  o u r  f l a g .  I a g r e e  t h a t  s o m e  

s t u d e r c s  m a y  r e m a i n  s i l e n t ,  h u t  I d o  n o t  a g i e e  w i t h  t h e i r  

e x p r e s s i n g  n o n p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l  y ^

J a m e s  G. C u r l e y

Pri nci pal



T O  W H O M  I T  M A Y  C O N C E R N  

D e a r  L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n :

E n c l o s e d  is SB 443, "An A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c i t e  the p l e d g e  of 
a l l e g i a n c e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  s c h o o l  d a y . "

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s / p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  o n  this 
m a t t e r .  If y o u  r e c o m m e n d  s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s ,  in a d d i t i o n  to 
g e n e r a l  c o m m e n t s ,  I w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e y  b e  k e y e d  to p a g e  
a n d  l i n e  n u m b e r s .

Pouch V 
S tate Cnpitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99311Official BuBinesa
M a r c h  4, 1 9 8 0

Committee on Commetr.e

I f  y o u  k n o w  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  this 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  let m e  k n o w  s o  -chat I m a y  g e t  the 
b e n e f i t  o f  c o m m e n t s  f r o m  a l l  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t i e s .

In  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  a p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  e x p e d i t i o u s  s e s s i o n ,  I 

r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u r  c o m m e n t s / p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  b e  r e t u r n e d  to m e  
w i t h i n  10 d a y s  f r o m  the d a t e  of t h i s  l e t t e r .  T h i s  b i l l  is 
p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  c h a i r e d  by 
S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  Z i e g l e r ,  a n d  a h e a r i n g  d a t e  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  
set; h o w e v e r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  w i t h i n  the time 
f r a m e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  s o  t h a t  I m a y  b e  p r e p a r e d  w h e n  S e n a t o r  
Z i e g l e r ' s  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r s  t h i s  m a t t e r .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

t Al^
B r a d  B r a d l e y  V V \l
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  \  / * f

B B :j ss 
E n c l o s u r e

o'/. feo-Trt-V*IUy



I R G : b n

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o m m e r c e  

P o u c h  V  - S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

June a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

A t t e n t i o n :  S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y ,  C h a i r m a n

S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

S e n a t e  B i ll No. 4 4 3  a p p e a r s  to b e  p e r m i s s i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  that w o u l d  a l l o w  

s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e  t h e  p l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  at 

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of e a c h  s c h o o l  day.

I b e l i e v e  that  it is i m p o r t a n t  for t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  of o u r  n a t i o n  to d e v e l o p  

a s e n s e  o f  p a r t r i o t i s m  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e s e types of a c t i v i t i e s .  I do 

n o t  s e e the n e e d  f o r  t his t y p e  of p e r m i s s i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  is s o m e  l a w  that w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  this.

If t h e r e  is s o m e  t y p e  of l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  th e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in this t y p e  of a c t i v i t y ,  it .it m y  f e e l i n g  that this p i e c e  of 

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  as w r i t t e n ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  their p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  for m a k i n g  m e  a w a r e  of t h i s  p i e c e  o f  leg i s l a t io n .

Y o u r s  truly,

I v a n  R. G i l l e s p i e ,  D i r e c t o r  

V O C A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N

IVAN R. GILLESPIE
1 D irector  o f  V o c a t io n a l Ed u ca tion
1

M a r c h  11, 1 98 0

----

Hutchison Career Center
Fairbanks N o rth  S t .r  Borough  S ch o o l D istrict 

3750 G e is t R oad  
Fa irbanks, A K  99701 

(901)479-2261
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R M G E L L
P U B L IC  SCHO O LS

P. O. BOX 651 

WRANGELL, ALASKA 9 9 929 

GATEW AY TO THE STIKINE Tolephon, (907J 8 7 4 -3 3 9 5

h!J| ROBERT McCONNELL, Superintendent of Sciiools

March 7, 1980

Honorable Brad Bradley, Senator 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V, State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

In responding to y o u r  letter of March 4, 1980, and SB443, I see 

no reason why anyone would complain about your legislation. I only 

wish, and I suppose m y  age shows, that everyone would perform the 

allegiance as we use to back when.

Sincerely,

Robert W. McConnell 

Superintendent

RWM:sk

ACCREDITED BY NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY AND HIGHER SCHOOLS



S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r adley 
Chairman, S enate C o m m e r c e  C o m m ittee 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  Senator Bradley:

I w o u l d  like to take the o p p o r t u n i t y  to comment on SB A43, "An 
A c t  a f f o rding students and teachers in the p u b l i c  schools an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e  the p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  at the b e g i n n i n g  
of each school day."

As an eleme n t a r y  p r i n c i p a l  I o ppose SB 443 fo* *-he followi ng 
reasons:  ”

Lo c a l  P r e f e r e n c e . It should'b e left to i n d i v i d u a l  communities 
to decide t h r o u g h  their--school b oards if they w a r t  to require

be

. . . . . • *  < . • n " 1 v ;  : .%..

L e g i s l a t i n g  P a t r i o t i s m  ’Senate Bill 443 no doubt is p r o p o s e d  
in the h o p e  it w i l l  help .young p e o p l e  to feel m o r e  pride and 
love for their country. It is m y  e x p e r i e n c e  that such o bligatory 
recita t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  b e c o m e  m e a n i n g l e s s  a n d  at times are r e s e n t e d  
b y  students. I e n c o ura ge t e a c h e r ^ t o ; t e a c h  students about our 
co untry and our - c u r r i c u l u m  has b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  special empha-



S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  
page 2

they live in the U n i t e d  States of America. I do n o t  w a n t  students 
b e i n g  f o r c e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in an exercise until it has m e a n i n g  
for t h e m  a n d  uhey can r e l a t e  the p l e d g e  to the g r e a tness of our 
country.

« v*

It w o u l d  b e  easy to j u s t i f y  p a s s i n g  this legisl a t i o n  b e c a u s e  of 
the n e w  w a v e  of p a t r i o t i s m  s w e eping  our country, but I think common 
sense s h o u l d  p r e v a i l  r a t h e r  than h a v e  our senators a s s o cia te v o t i n g  
for this b i l l  as b e i n g  a g o o d  patriot.

Sincerely,
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

T H E  S E N A T E B Y  B R A D L E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO .  *4 3

'I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S F ^ N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  i n  the p u b l i c

.. -':c- "s .......
s c h o o l s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e  t h e  p l e d g e  o f  a l l e­

g i a n c e  a t  t he  b e g i n n i n g  of e a c h  s c h o o l  d a y . "
' . i

IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 0 3 . 1 3 5 .  P L E D G E  O F  A L L E G I A N C E .  A n  o p p o r t u n i t y  s h a l l  be 

a f f o r d e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  to r e c i t e  t h e  

p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  to t h e  f l a g  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r i n g  th e  f i r s t  

h o u r  of e a c h  d a y  i n  s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  th e  s c h o o l  t e r m .  S t u d e n t s  a n d  

t e a c h e r s  w h o  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  do no t  w i s h  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the r e c i t a t i o n  

of the p l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  n a y  k e e p  s i l e n t ,  r e m a i n  s e a t e d ,  or e x p r e s s  

t h e i r  n o n p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a n y  o t h e r  w a y  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  dis- 

r u p t  c l a s s w o r k  or  i n v o l v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s o r d a r  o r  I n v a s i o n  of the r i g h t s  

of o t h e r s  • : - . % ' . r <> — /  o  _  j?





PALMER HIGH SCHOOL
BOX AB PALMER, ALASKA 99645

LOCATED IN THE MATANbSKA VALLEY 
P H O N E  (907) 745-3241

WILLIAM D. BUTLER
PRINCIPAL

JOE J. TRIDLE 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

M a r c h  12, 19 8 0

Mr. B r a d  B r a d l e y ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S.B. 443

D e a r  Mr. B r a d l e y :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  as p e r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  M a r c h  4, 1980.

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  m a k e  a s p e c t a c l e  o f  a p a t r i o t i c  
p r i v i l e g e .  In e f f e c t ,  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  m a n d a t e  a s p e c i f i c  s c h e d u l e  
in s c h o o l s  a n d  n o t  a l l o w  s c h o o l s  t h e  r i g h t  to d e c i d e  h o w  to o b s e r v e  
t h e  flag. P e e r  p r e s s u r e  o n  s o m e  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  t h e m  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  n o t  to  p a r t i c i p a t e .

L e t  t h e  p e o p l e  h a n d l e  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  
A m e r i c a n  f a s h i o n ,  n o t  as a d i c t a t e .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  
r u l e d  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  c a n n o t  be  m a n d a t e d  in s c h o o l s .  In a c t u a l i t y ,  
t h i s  b i l l  m a n d a t e s  t h e  P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  in a s p e c i f i c  m a n n e r .

T h e r e f o r e ,  p l e a s e  h o l d  u p  a n y  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  b i l l .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

ton. D. B u t l e r  
P r i n c i p a l

cc: R o b e r t  Z i e g l e r ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

W D B :cl

ACCREDITED BY NORTHW EST ASSOC. OF SCHOOLS £  COLLEGES SINCE 1937



M a r c h  13, 1980 

Re: SB 443

i e nator R o b e r t  Z i e g l e r
Chairman, S e nate J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  , '
\laska State L e g i s l a t u r e  
°ouch V
Tuneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Ziegler:

I am w r i t i n g  this l e t t e r  to state m y  gnjTp^T fnr 4431 "An 
A c t ^ a f f o r d i n g  s tudents and teachers in the p u b l i c  schools an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to r eci te the p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  at the b e g i n n i n g  
o f  each school day.':

O ne of the things I r e m e m b e r  m o s t  as a child in e l e m e n t a r y  s chool 
is b e g i n n i n g  each day w i t h  the p l e d g e  of allegiance. True, the 
first few years I did not fully u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  I w a s  reciting, but 
I did h a v e  a f e eling of p r i d e  a n d  r e s p e c t  toward the A m e r i c a n  flag. 
W h e n  I w a s  old e n o u g h  to u n d e r s t a n d  the w o r d s  of the pledge, it 
w as a defi nite asset to already have the p l e d g e  memorized , and m y  
res:pect for the U n i t e d  States of A m e r i c a  was intensified.

F ortunately, m y  two c h i l d r e n  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  the same h abit of 
r e c i t i n g  the p l e d g e  every m o r n i n g  and I h a v e  their teachers to 
thank for that, b u t  not e ve ry c hil d is a f f o r d e d  that oppo rtunity. 
H o w  sad it is, and w h a t  an e m b a r r a s s m e n t  it is to our coun try 
w h e n  c h i l d r e n  of eleven, twelve  and o l d e r  do not even k n o w  the 
w o r d s  to the p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  to the c o u ntry of w h i c h  thoy 
are citizens. Hopefully, the p a s s a g e  of SB 443 w i l l  encourage 
m o r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the daily r e c i t a t i o n  of the p ledg e of 
a l l e g i a n c e .

S ince SB 443 m a k e s  this o p p o r t u n i t y  available, and does not m a k e  
the s a y i n g  of the p l e d g e  o b l i g a t o r y  to a n y o n e  I give it my w h o l e­
he a r t e d  support.

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r g a r e t  A. P o o r  
P. 0. Box 176 
Douglas, A l a s k a  99824

cc: a e nator Brad B r adley
Se n a t o r  Bill Ray



mi

March 7, 1980

1 Honorable Brad Bradley 
Alaska State Seriate 
Pouch V
Jur^au, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Bradley:

I believe that you might be interested in policy which is presently 
practiced in Anchorage School District. We certainly support the 
effort you would make under SB 443.

I appreciate your interest in this legislation. I hope you are also 
able to support our funding legislation.

Sinoerely,

—  1^> ' A c t e e n . ____

Jphn\B. Peper, Ed.D. 
s[u pei] in ten dent

A R E A  CODE 907-333-950’

A N C H O R A G E

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Pouch 6-614 -  Anchorage, Alaska 

99502
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e x a m  as a p r e r e g u i s t e  t o  t h e  S t a t e  E x a m .  R e d u n d a n t .
(Y) - p 5, l a s t  p a r a g r a p h ;  p  6, f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h
(B) - p 5, p a r a g r a p h  4, p 7
(W) - p 2, p a r a g r a p h  3; p  3, p a r a g r a p h  1; p  4; p 5,

p a r a g r a p h  4

2. I n c r e a s e  t h e  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e  f e e  ( p r e s e n t l y  $200) and 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee ( p r e s e n t l y  $10).
(Y) - p 3; p 11, p a r a g r a p h s  2 a n d  3
(B) - p 25
(W) - p a g e  16; p a g e  18

3. R e p e a l  Sec. 0 8 . 6 2 . 0 4 0  (2) (4) w h i c h  g i v e s  the b o a r d  the p o w e r  
t o  r e g u l a t e  p i l o t a g e  fees. I s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p o w e r  b e  
g i v e n  to a n  e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  b ody, s u c h  as the ATC, 
w h i c h  a l r e a d y  has a r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  it.
(Y) - p 7, l a s t  p a r a g r a p h ;  p  8
(B) - p 6; p 7, l a s t  p a r a g r a p h ;  p 12
(W) - p  6 (Capt. E d  M u r p h y ) ;  p 28, p a r a g r a p h  1; p 30

4. T h e  B o a r d  of M a r i n e  P i l o t s  s h o u l d  be c o n t i n u e d .  (How m a n y
y e a r s ? )
(Y) - p 1
(B) - p 7, p a r a g r a p h  2
(W) - p 2, p a r a g r a p h  p 6, p a r a g r a p h  2

5. R e p e a l  Sec. 0 8 . 6 2 . 1 1 0  (AS 3 0 . 1 0  w a s  r e p e a l e d  i n  1970) a n d
the p o r t i o n  o f  Sec. 0 8 . 6 2 . 1 2 0  w h i c h  s t a t e s  "A l i c e n s e  
i s s u e d  u n d e r  A S  3 0 .10 l a p s e s  at  the e n d  o f  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  
1 9 7 0 . "
(Y) - p 11; p 13 (obsolete)

6. A S  0 8 . 6 2 . 0 4 0  (a) (3) - r e p e a l  v e s s e l s  i n  s e c t i o n .
(a) T h e  b o a r d  shall:

(3) k e e p  a r e g i s t e r  of  l i c e n s e d  p i l o t s ,  [ v e s s e l s ] , 
o p e r a t o r s ,  a g e n t s ,  a n d  m a n a g e r s
(Y) - T h i s  is a s u g g e s t i o n  b y  O L  a n d  E l a i n e  G a r r e t t  m a y  
w i s h  to c o m m e n t  on this. E v i d e n t l y  t h e r e  is n o  w a y  OL 
is a b l e  to k e e p  a r e g i s t e r  o n  a l l  v e s s e l s .  T h e y  are 
p e r f o r m i n g  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  f o r  the B o a r d  o f  M a r i n e  P i l o t s .



MARCH 12, 1980

BRAD BRADLEY, CHAIRMAN 

SENATE COMMERCE CONWITTEE 
POUCH V  

STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

RE: SB 443

I MOST CERTAINLY SUPPORT S3 443. IN FACT I WOULD SUGGEST THAT 

A  PERIOD BE PLACED AFTER THE WORD, SILENT, ON LINE 16 AND THE RE­

MAINDER OF LINES 16, 17 AND 18 BE DELETED.

ROBERT L. PUCKETT 

PRINCIPAL

RLP:P



P .O . Box  1250, Fairbanks, A laska 99707

r A i K o A r N i v o  i \ U K i n  a i A K  c u K u u u n  a t n u u L  u i a i K i c i

P .O . Box  1250, Fairbanks, A laska 99707 (907)456-7934

DR. BRYCE STALLARD
Superintendent of Schools

GUS ZADRA
Associate Superintendent

Brad Bradley, Chairman 

Senate Commerce Committee 

Pouch V - State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

In response to y c u r  SB 443, I am unaware of any school district in Alaska 

or elsewhere that doesn't provide by School Board Policy or Regulation instruction 

of children in ihe Pledge of Allegiance and care of The American Flag. We in 

the schools have long been apprised of the rights of children/parents to not 

participate in this instruction/ceremony for religious and other reasons. All 

of this is to say that teachers and children have always had the opportunity to 

recite the pledge (or the right not to) since I started teaching 18 years ago.

I believe in patriotism and the school is the rightful arena to instruct/ 

reinforce this concept. The Pledge however, is probably the least effective 

tool used to promote patriotism. I have never found a sixth grade child who 

couldn't recite the pledge. Likewise, I have never found a 6th grader who fully 

understood the meaning/significance of the pledge or who could define every word 

in it. In fact, it's the rare eighth grader who can distinguish the difference 

between a democracy and a republic. I will leave to you to judge the value of 

reciting daily something that has little, if any, meaning for a child.

While  I would say your bill is not needed, should you proceed I suggest 

making it a general statement void of such particulars as "first hour", "each 

day", "keep silent", "remain seated", etc.

I appreciated being given the opportunity to respond to ycur proposed bill.

DAD:teb
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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 8 / 8 0
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

IN  THE SENATE BY B R A D L E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  443  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  i n  the p u b l i c

s c h o o l s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e  the p l e d g e  of a l l e­

g i a n c e  at t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of e a c h  s c h o o l  d a y . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 . 0 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 0 3 . 1 3 5 .  P L E D G E  O F  A L L E G I A N C E .  A n  o p p o r t u n i t y  s h a l l  be 

a f f o r d e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  i n  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  to r e c i t e  t h e  

p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  to th e  f l a g  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  

h o u r  of e a c h  d a y  i n  s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  term. S t u d e n t s  a n d  

t e a c h e r s  w h o  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  do n o t  w i s h  to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the r e c i t a t i o n  

of t h e  p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  m a y  k e e p  s i l e n t ,  r e m a i n  s e a t e d ,  or e x p r e s s  

t h e i r  n o n p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a n y  o t h e r  w a y  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  d i s­

ru p t  c l a s s w o r k  or i n v o l v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s o r d e r  o r  i n v a s i o n  of th e  r i g h t s  

of o t h e r s .

3 / 1 3 / 8 0

N o n - p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  the p l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  s h o u l d  s t a n d  

q u i e t l y ,  w h i l e  the o t h e r s  are r e c i t i n g  the p le dg e.

W o o d r i v e r  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  ' O f f  v 1

i ' r t d u  c a m *  ( U f  / W

) a .  1C
i o  <

- i - SB 443



W i l l i a m  B e n s o n ,  P r i n c i p a l  
U n i v e r s  Lty P a r k  S c h o o l  
B o x  1 2 5 0
F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 7  

D e a r  Mr. B e n son:

E n c l o s e d  is SB 443, " A n  A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  
in t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e  t h e  p l e d g e  o f  
a l l e g i a n c e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  s c h o o l  d a y . "

.

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s / p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  o n  t h i s  
m a t t e r .  If y o u  r e c o m m e n d  s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s ,  in a d d i t i o n  to 
g e n e r a l  c o m m e n t s ,  I w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e y  be k e y e d  to  p a g e  

a n d  l i n e  n u m b e r s .

Committee on Commerce
Pouch V  

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811Official Business

M a r c h  4, 19 8 0

If y o u  k n o w  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  in t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  so t h a t  I m a y  g e t  the 
b e n e f i t  o f  c o m m e n t s  f r o m  a l l  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t i e s .

In c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  e x p e d i t i o u s  s e s s i o n ,  I 
r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u r  c o m m e n t s / p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  be  r e t u r n e d  to m e  
w i t h i n  10 d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  letter. T h i s  b i l l  is 
p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  c h a i r e d  by 
S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  Z i e g l e r ,  a n d  a h e a r i n g  d a t e  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  
set; h o w e v e r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  
f r a m e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  so t h a t  I m a y  be p r e p a r e d  w h e n  S e n a t o r  
Z i e g l e r ' s  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r s  t h i s  m a t t e r .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B r a d  B r a d l e y
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

B B : j s s  

E n c l o s u r e



Official Business
M a r c h  4, 1 9 8 0

Senate
Committee on Commerce

Pouch V  

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska S9811

T O  W H O M  I T  M A Y  C O N C E R N  

D e a r  L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n :

E n c l o s e d  is SB 443, "An A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c i t e  t h e  p l e d g e  o f  
a l l e g i a n c e  at  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  s c h o o l  d a y . "

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s / p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  o n  t h i s  
m a t t e r .  I f  y o u  r e c o m m e n d  s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to 
g e n e r a l  c o m m e n t s ,  I w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e y  b e  k e y e d  t o  p a g e  
a n d  l i n e  n u m b e r s .

If y o u  k n o w  of o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  s o  t h a t  I m a y  g e t  t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f  c o m m e n t s  f r o m  a l l  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  
p a r t i e s .

I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  a p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  e x p e d i t i o u s  s e s s i o n ,  I 
r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u r  c o m m e n t s / p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  m e  
w i t h i n  10 d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  of t h i s  l e t t e r .  T h i s  b i l l  is 
p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  c h a i r e d  b y  
S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  Z i e g l e r ,  a n d  a h e a r i n g  d a t e  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  
set; h o w e v e r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  
f r a m e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  s o  t h a t  I m a y  b e  p r e p a r e d  w h e n  S e n a t o r  
Z i e g l e r ' s  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r s  t h i s  m a t t e r .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B r a d  B r a d l e y
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

V
B B : j s s  V *
E n c l o s u r e  v J \  J  ■■
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A R E A  C O D E  907-333-9561

R o g e r s  P a r k  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

1400 E. N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  Blvd. 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9504

M a r c h  14, 1980

S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  

F o u c h  V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Br a dley,

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t a c t i n g  me in r e g a r d  to m y  o p i n i o n  o n  SB 443, 

" A n  A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  in the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n  o p p o r­

tun i t y  to r e c i t e  the p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  at the b e g i n n i n g  o f  eac h  

s c h o ol  d a y . "

O u r  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  has a f f o r d e d  this o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

e very s t u d e n t  t h r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h e d  b o a r d policy. I feel it is m o s t  

a p p r o p r i a t e  to h a n d l e  this at the l o c a l  l e v e l  r a t h e r  than l e g i s l a t e  

it b y  the state. If this is a m a j o r  p r o b l e m  in Alas ka ,  p e r h a p s  it 

s h o u l d  be m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  t h r ou g h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

E d u c a t i o n  o r  the s t a t e  s c h o o l  board.

I w o u l d  not f a v o r  this  s p e c i f i c  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  as I b e l i e v e  

t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  l ies w i t h  the l ocal s c h o o l  board.

S i ncerely,

j.

M S B : j I s

/ / ' v ^ u d ^ n  /J

Marllyri...S - J B a r n e t t , P r i n c i p a l

CB
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We, the u n d e r s i g n e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t e achers, staff and p a r e n t s  of che K l a w o c k  

C i t y  S c h o o l  Dis tr i c t ,  s u p p o r t  SB 443, " A n  A c t  a f f o r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  an d  t e a c h e r s 

an o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e  the p l e d g e  of a l l e g i a n c e  at the b e g i n n i n g  of e a c h  s c h o o l  

day.

P R I N T  N AME S I G N A T U R E P O S I T I O N
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A N O - C R A 3 E

SCHOOL DISTRICT
4600  DeBarr Avenue - Anchorage. A lasha 

99504

A REA  C O D E  907 -333 -9561

InLet View School 
1219 N Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

March 14, 1980

Senator Brad Bradley 
Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V - State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Senator Bradley:

Your legislative proposals, SB 459 and the amendment to Sfe.^44^ are of 
considerable interest to those of us who work in public schools.
Thank you for soliciting our comments. However, both proposals are 
objectionable in that they appear to be restrictive bills desT.gned to 
legislate such things as patriotism, religion, and morality. They Q
may be appropriate as local policies, which are developed at the * 1
school board level and reflect community standards. In fact SB 459 
is already ASD policy.

Thank you for giving ire an opportunity to respond.

Sincerely,

k y

Norma J. Frick 
Principal

J U \h i
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Copper River School District
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Superintendent’s Office 

Box 108
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 
(907)822-3234

*:v

M a r c h  18, 1980

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B r a d  B r a d l e y  

A l a s k a  S . a t e  S e n a t e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

RE:

In r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  .letter of M a r c h  4 r e c e i v e d  o n  M a r c h  13 c o n c e r n i n g  s u b j e c t  

bill, I a m  in f a v o r  of the i n c e n t  of y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I t h i u k  w e  are in a 

c r i t i c a l  t i m e  ot o u r  n a t i o n  an d  w e  n e e d  to d e v e l o p  a m o r e  a c u t e  a w a r e n e s s  of 

o u r  h e r i t a g e  and o v e r c o m e  s o m e  o f  the c o m p l a c e n c y  a n d  d e r i s i o n  g i v e n  toward 

p a t r i o t i c  e n d e a v o r s .

I do h a v e  s o m e  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n  the l a t t e r  par t  of lin e  16 and 

l i n e s  17, 18 an d 19. I a m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h o w  s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  "e x p r e s s  their 

n o n p a r t i c i p a t i o n "  in a n y  o t h e r  w a y  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  d i s r u p t  class 

w o r k  o r  i n v o l v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s o r d e r  o r  i n v a s i o n  of the r i g h t s  of others.

It w o u l d  s e e m  to m e  tha t a p e r i o d  a f t e r  s e a t e d  w o u l d  b e  a p p ro p r i a t e .  It 

w o u l d  p r e v e n t  u n n e c e s s a r y  j u d g e m e n t s  w h i c h  the t e a c h e r  of the c l a s s r o o m  m i g h t  

make. I o f f e r  that s u g g e s t i o n  to y o u  r e a l i z i n g  that m y  j u d g e m e n t  is p r o b a b l y  

r.o b e t t e r  t h a n  yours.

I t h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n c e r n  in this m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D r . / A l f r e d  K r i n k e ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

C o p p e r  R i v e r  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

A K : p m



FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
P. O. Box 1250, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 (9 0 7 ) 4 5 6 -7 9 3 4

DR. BRYCESTALLARD
Superin tendent o f  S ch oo ls

CHARLES A.LOWRY
Assistant Super in tendent

GUSZADRA
A ssocia te  Superintendent

March 19, 1980

The Honorable Brad Bradley 

Chairman, Senate Commerce Committee 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Bradley:

In reference to you r  letters of March 4 concerning 

Bills 443^ 6 nd 459, it is the position of this Board 

that the subjects of these Bills can be better addressed 

at the local level and, therefore, we do not favor their 

passage.

Thank you for the courtesy of y o u r  inquiry.

Respectfully yours,

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

H. 0. Williams 

President

Board of Education

HOW/plh



K i a n a  H i g h  S c h o o l  
Ki a n a ,  A l a s k a  99749

M a r c h  14, 1980

B r a d  B r a d l e y ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

B r a d :

I a m  in s u p p o r t  of S e n a t e  B i l l  4431 a n d  it is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  
it is e q u a l l y  w e l l  s u p p o r t e d  a m o n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  i n  t h e  Kiana_ 
S c h o o l s .

W i t b  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

l{ 0
L a r r y  tffealy, P r i n c i p a l

L H / a n r



M a r c h  17, 1980

S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
P o u c h  V  - S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

I a p p r e c i a t e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  m y  o p i n i o n  o n  

I w o u l d  li k e  to  s e e  l ines 1 6 -19 c h a n g e d  to  r e a d  as 

l o n u w s ;  o f  the p l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  m a y  s t a n d  a n d  r e m a i n  

s i l e n t  o r  m a y  b e  e x c u s e d  f r o m  t h e  c l a s s  d u r i n g  t h i s  time.

A g a i n ,  t h a n k s  for t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  m y  o p i n i o n .

S i n c e r e l y

P P : m l p



SCHOOL

• ANCHORAGE
SCHOCX DISTRICT

hard N. Mize, Unit Admin Istrator 4600DeBarr Avenue• Anchorage, Alaska 
2909 W. 88th Ave.

99504
Anchorage, Alaska nncn'>- * ' ‘

March 20,- 1980

AREA CODE 907-333-9561

Brad Bradley, Chairman

Senate Commerce Committee j
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 998II 

Dear Senator Bradley:

j Since you have asked, I will comment on both SB443 and SB459. I appreciate

your interest In our comments and the service you are rendering by making us 
aware of some of the legislation that could affect us as administrators in 
the schools. Please be aware that my comments represent only my own personal 
thinking and not necessarily the school in which I work, the district for which ,!
I work, or any association of which I am a member or officer.

^ S B  44313  |
^  rfiTs bill is very similar to a mandated practice In schools in the Anchorage Jl

School District. We have been following this procedure for the past four or 
five years. I, personally, am highly in favor. One problem we have noted, 
however, Is that by repeating the pledge every day, the effect is often lost.
In other words, rote repetition tends to become no more than that without any

thinking or appreciation for what Is being said or pledged. Our students, over
the years since we started this practice, have suggested it would be more

effective if we used the Pledge of Allegiance every other day, twice each week,
or once .>ach week. Nevertheless, we follow the procedure now, and I feel
we ere setting an example in forms of patriotism and appreciation for the United
States of America by doing so. j

SB 459
This one bothers mo for several reasons. First, assuming passage of SB 443 

(or in our district it's with or without SB 443), we are already starring with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. This minute of silence adds to the time we are not 

able to spend In the Instructional program. Second, on a regular basis, I be­

lieve the moment of silence would be very difficult to enforce. Silence 1^ 
a schu. l building with 2,500 students and 150 employees is almost impossible, 
oven if everyone is attempting tc cooperate, it seems to me that unless there 

is total sllenco, the atmosphere we are trying to create Is not possible to 
reach. Third, as a devout and practicing Christian, 1 believe wholeheartedly 
in the power of prayer. I resent, however, the state telling me when I should 
pray. I can appreciate the thought, but I don't need a specified period of 
silence to pray. I pray regularly, and I know God hears me, but I don't need 

the state to tell me when to talk to Him.



Fourth, all of us occasionally need a little time to ourselves to reflect, 
but I do not see that happening because a law says we wlI I do It every morning. 
When I need to sit back and reflect 1 need more than a minute and 1 need to 
do It when 1 feel the need, not on a prescribed schedule. Fifth, meditation 
for the non-meditator does not happen because we say it will. This Is also 
related to enforcement, but I can see a real problem with attempting to 

discipline a student who snickers or is a little noisy during the silent minute. 
We have enough problems without attempting to talk to parents or students who 
see this as just another attempt to promote prayers In school and they want 
no part of it. I'm willing to spend my time and effort In meetings, due 
process hearings, or court sessions, If necessary, with thos9 students and 

parents who have iolated the law or the rights of others attempting to get the 
most they can from our educational process. I am not as willing to spend that 

kind of time with a student who violates the state mandated right of others to 
have silence. In other words, I see many either Intentionally or unintentionally 
being disruptive during this moment of silence, and I, as a principal, have 

no desire to determine whether or not it was Intentional or what sort of 
discipline should be levied.

Sincerely

Laurence N. Graham, Principal 
DImond-Mears Secondary School

/mb
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S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o ^ B - 4 4 3 ,  
the P l e d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e . ...IL.

W h i l e  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l a n g u a g e  m a y  be  t h e  s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k  
to  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p a s s a g e  of t h i s  bill, m a y  I s t a t e  t h a t  .in t o t a l ,  
th e  r e c i t i n g  o f  t h i s  p l e d g e  w o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i­
c u l u m  v i a  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  n u m e r o u s  f r e e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e  e n j o y  in 
A m e r i c a .  O n e  m i g h t  c h o o s e  to r e w o r d  t h e  p l e d g e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  if n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f a c i l i t a t e .

' \ i \\ s-" '■*“

Again ,  I f a v o r  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  bill,

• . •
1 # - i * i  , j

■ '
• • : S i n c e r e l y ,

* ̂ {1.

a-
\ 'fi •;!

■VV I;

:itled, . . . o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e c i t e

Supt. o f  S c h o o l s

S I S : d e

cc: Sen. R o b e r t  Z i e g l a r
Sen. M.E. D a n k w o r t h  
Sen. D o n  B e n n e t t
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lort in the F a i r b a n k s  a x s e L li

;ain, w e  t h a n k  y o u

ass is tance^j.n_ the^£t^Jrd4k| KySISS
K h m h

f'JthhediiaRe p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  

'£e n trp 1^ Cou n c i 1 P r e s i d e n t

A N D  T E A C H E R S

M a y  15, 1980

S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u,  A k  99801 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y ;

T h a n k  y o u  for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m m e n t  o n  SB 459 and S B  443. I a p o l o g i z e  

for the d e l a y  in a n s w e r i n g .  T h e  A l a s k a  P T A  has n e v e r  a d d r e s s e d  e i t h e r  i s s u e  

in a f o r m a l  m e e t i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  s o m e  r e s e a r c h ,  I could nc-t 

h a v e  g i v e n  an a n s w e r  that wo u ld , Vi n c l u d e  m o r e  t h a n  m y  p e r s o n a l  beli e f .

W e  h a v e  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  a s u i ^ e y  ,bf {the P T A ' s  in the F a i r b a n k s  area. W e  

h a d  a r e s p o n s e  f r o m  78 p a r e n t  Vand^tea'^lfers. T h e  r e s p o n s e  f o r  SB 443 w a s  

a w h o p p i n g  100% in f a v o r  <£&pas§Age

A lso, 100% of the p e o p l e  .Cui^e^ep/Jvoted^y^sLfor p a s s a g e  of S B  459.

t • ^ e s e l.'bills have  a b r o a d  b a s e  ofvm  ££' iIt w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  to us that>’J:

can b e  of 

n t a c t  us.
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