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A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s ,  the a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  is s u b m i t t e d  for y o u r  
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P U R P O S E  A N D  S C O P E  O F  T H E  R E V I E W

P u r p o s e

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the i n t e n t  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  24.20.
271(1) a n d  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0  (sunset l e g i s l a t i o n ) ,  a r e v i e w  of  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to r e v i e w  b o a r d  
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if t h e  b o a r d  h a s  
b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  in an  e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  
m a n n e r .

A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  f u n c t i o n  in 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  the B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  
s h o u l d  be  r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  l a w  c u r r e n t l y  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  
t h i s  B o a r d  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  o n  J u n e  30, 1979, b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1 9 8 0  for the p u r p o s e  o f  c o n c l u d i n g  its a f f a i r s .

S c o p e

T h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  the B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  its 
l i c e n s i n g ,  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  and 
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  f u n c t i o n s .  O u r  r e v i e w  c o n s i s t e d  of 
a n a l y z i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

(1) A p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  a n d  B o a r d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(2) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  and q u e s t i o n n a i r e s
s e n t  to the Board;

(3) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;

(4) T e s t s  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  o f  the B o a r d  and 
the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) , 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(5) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  O L  e m p l o y e e s ;

(6) C o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  OL, the O m b u d s m a n ' s  O f f i c e ,
C o n s u m e r  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  a n d  the E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t  
O p p o r t u n i t y  O f f i c e ;

(7) Q u e s t i o n a i r e s  s e n t  to S t a t e  l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s ;  
and

(8) R e v i e w  o f  o t h e r  stated* l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

S c o p e  C o n s t r a i n t s

T h i s  r e v i e w  w a s  h a m p e r e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t r a i n t s :

(1) The B o a r d  has n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  f i n a n c i a l  
and p r o g r a m  p l a n s  as r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 5 0  n o r
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h a s  it d e v e l o p e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  its e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  as 
r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 9 0 .

(2) O L  h a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  c o l l e c t e d /  r e c o r d e d  or
m a i n t a i n e d  p e r t i n e n t  f i l e s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t i n g  
to t h e  B o a r d  to e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  c a r r y  
o u t  its a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
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Th e  B o a r d  of  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  is a r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  T h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  t h e  B o a r d  is o u t l i n e d  b y  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  0 8 . 0 8 . 0 1 0 - . 2 5 0 .

B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  B o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  m i n i m u m  q u a l i t y  o f  
v e t e r i n a r y  c a r e  in t h e  S t a t e  by:

1. E x a m i n i n g  a n d  i s s u i n g  l i c e n s e s  to q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s ;

2. E s t a b l i s h i n g  o r  a m e n d i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e  to e n f o r c e  S t a t e  s t a t u t e s ;  
a n d

3. H o l d i n g  h e a r i n g s  in o r d e r  to r e v o k e ,  o r  s u s p e n d  
t h e  l i c e n s e  o f  a p e r s o n  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  v e t e r i n a r y  
s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

A n  a p p l i c a n t  is s t a t u t o r i l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  t a k e  an e x a m i n a t i o n  
if h e  has g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a B o a r d  a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l ,  h a s  n e v e r  
h a d  a l i c e n s e  r e v o k e d ,  a n d  is o f  g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r .

P r e s e n t l y ,  the e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  p a r t s :  A  m u l t i p l e
c h o i c e  t e s t  p r o v i d e d  b y  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e ,  
a w r i t t e n  t e s t  a n d  a n  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r e p a r e d  b y  the 
Board.

A  c a n d i d a t e  is s t a t u t o r i l y  q u a l i f i e d  for l i c e n s u r e  by e n­
d o r s e m e n t  if t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p a s s e d  a v e t e r i n a r y  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  
a c t i v e l y  p r a c t i c e d  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  a t  l e a s t  five of  t h e  
l a s t  s e v e n  ye a r s ,  a n d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  an a c c r e d i t e d  v e t e r i n a r y  
c o llege.

T e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  a r e  a l l o w e d  for a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  are q u a l i f i e d  
to ta k e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  s u c h  p e r m i t s  are v a l i d  o n l y  
u n t i l  the r e s u l t s  o f  the e x a m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d .

The B o a r d  h a s  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  the D i v i s i o n  of  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  two s e c t i o n s .  T h e  l i c e n s i n g  
s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  p r o c e s s e s s  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  is s u p p o s e d  to 
m a i n t a i n  l i c e n s e  files, g a t h e r  a n d  c o l l e c t  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
a n s w e r  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  p r o v i d e  e t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e l p  to 
the l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s .  T h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
s e r v i c e s  to t h e  B o a r d  in the e v e n t  o f  c o n s u m e r  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o m p l a i n t s .
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R E P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N

P o l i c y  I s s u e s

T h i s  r e v i e w  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  o u r  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  B o a r d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  f i n a l  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  n o t  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  
o f  th i s  r e v i e w  b u t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  In 
d e b a t i n g  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  c o m m i t t e e s  
s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
p r e s e n t e d  in t h i s  r e p o r t ,  so t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  o f  
p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  c a n  b e  e v a l u a t e d .

R e p o r t  C o n c l u s i o n

In o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  to r e g u l a t e  a n d  l i c e n s e  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  
an d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  is n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  
the p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l f a r e .

H o w e v e r ,  c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  n e e d  to be i m p l e m e n t e d  in o r d e r  for 
the B o a r d  to e f f i c i e n t l y  p e r f o r m  its d u t i e s .  T h e  B o a r d  
n e e d s  to d e v e l o p  s t a n d a r d s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  f o r m a l  p r o c e d u r e s  
for the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  to l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a n t s ,  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1).

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  be i n t r o d u c e d  w h i c h  w i l l  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  for v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  
a s s i s t  in a v o i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o b o l e s c e n c e  a n d  k e e p  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
a w a r e  o f  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2).

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  be i n t r o d u c e d  w h i c h  w i l l  r e q u i r e  
p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  be a p p o i n t e d  to t h e  Board. P u b l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
on  the B o a r d  w i l l  h e l p  i n s u r e  t h a t  the p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  is 
r e p r e s e n t e d  and p r o t e c t e d  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3).

O L  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  
for the p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  the Board. In 19 7 5  a n d  1976 
the B o a r d  r e q u e s t e d ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e ,  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  
O L  to p r o p o s e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e s  to t h e  V e t e r i n a r y  P r a c t i c e  
A c t  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).
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F I N D I N G S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

F i n d i n g s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  No. 1 and No. 2 are a d d r e s s e d  
to the B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s .  F i n d i n g s  a n d  R e c o m­
m e n d a t i o n s  No. 3 t h r o u g h  No. 5 a r e  a d d r e s s e d  to the D i v i s i o n  
of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) , a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d  i n  c o n­
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  "A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of the D i v i s i o n  of 
O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  O c t o b e r  30, 1978" i s s u e d  u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  cover.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

T h e  B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  g r a d i n g  
s t a n d a r d s ,  p r o c e d u r e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  for t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  
g i v e n  to l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a n t s .

In a L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e n t  to S t a t e  l i c e n s e d  
v e t e r i n a r i a n s ,  s e v e r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  th e y  w e r e  
a s k e d  i r r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n s  by  a B o a r d  m e m b e r  d u r i n g  the 
v e t e r i n a r y  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h  the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  to a p p l i c a n t s :

1. L a c k  of r e g u l a t i o n s  s p e c i f y i n g  w h a t  t y p e s  of  t e sts 
w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  for a p p l i c a n t s  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;

2. lack o f  g r a d i n g  a n d  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  for the 
A l a s k a  w r i t t e n  a n d  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ;  and

3. a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  not a n o n y m o u s  to B o a r d  m e m b e r s  
g r a d i n g  the o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  A p p l i c a n t s '  p i c t u r e s  
m u s t  be s u b m i t t e d  w i t h  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T h e s e  are 
r e v i e w e d  b y  the B o a r d  p r i o r  to the o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  
a nd a l l o w  the B o a r d  m e m b e r s  to a s s o c i a t e  the 
a p p l i c a n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  p i c t u r e s .
T h i s  la c k  of a n o n y m i t y  w o u l d  a l l o w  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  
f a i l e d  the test to c h a r g e  g r a d i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

T h e  B o a r d  k e e p s  c o m p l e t e d  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a l t h o u g h  A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  O L  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for m a i n t a i n i n g  
p a s t  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  O L  is b e t t e r  s u i t e d  to k e e p  e x a m i n a t i o n  
p a p e r s  b e c a u s e  th e y  can p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  s e c u r i t y .  Also, O L  
w i l l  h a v e  q u i c k e r  and e a s i e r  a c c e s s  to the e x a m i n a t i o n  
p a p e r s  if q u e s t i o n s  arise.

S t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  s e r v e s  to p r o t e c t  the i n t e r e s t s  
of the a p p l i c a n t s ,  B o a r d  and publ i c .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is 
r e c o m m e n d e d :

1. R e g u l a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be  i m p l e m e n t e d  w h i c h  d e f ine:

a. G r a d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ;
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b. t y p e s  o f  t e s t s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  
w i t h  c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  a n d

c. a B o a r d  p o l i c y  o f  no g r a d i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

2. A  t e s t  m a n u a l  s h o u l d  be c r e a t e d  in w h i c h  s t a n d a r d  
t e s t  a n s w e r s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  g r a d i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  o u t l i n e d  to g u i d e  a l l  g j a d e r s .

3. T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  n o t  r e q u i r e  a n  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
p i c t u r e  to be  o n  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  l i c e n s i n g  
e x a m i n e r  c a n  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d  
be s h o w n  w h e n  an a p p l i c a n t  f i r s t  e n t e r s  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  rooms. The e x a m i n e r  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  the g r a d i n g .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  be  i n t r o d u c e d  w h i c h  w i l l  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  for v e t e r i n a r i a n s .

V e t e r i n a r y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  are a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
t r u s t  i n v o l v e d  in m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c y .  
R e q u i r e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  is o n e  m e a n s  of f u l f i l l i n g  
that trust.

T w e n t y - n i n e  of the 42 v e t e r i n a r i a n s  r e s p o n d i n g  to a L e g­
is l a t i v e  A u d i t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d­
uc a t i o n  s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  of t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  A  p r o g r a m  
of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  a v o i d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o b s o­
les c e n c e  a n d  k e e p  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a w a r e  of c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  in t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  be i n t r o d u c e d  to r e q u i r e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  
on the B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s .

T h e  B o a r d  r e g u l a t e s  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  for the p u r p o s e  of p u b l i c  
p r o t e c t i o n .  T h e  B o a r d  is c u r r e n t l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  
l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  A t  t h e  l a s t  B o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  the 
B o a r d  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  to p u r s u e  the 
p o s s i b l i t i e s  of h a v i n g  a p u b l i c  m e m b e r  at the B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .

We a g r e e  w i t h  the B o a r d  that the p u b l i c  s h o u l d  h a v e  its 
v i e w s  r e p r e s e n t e d  s i n c e  the B o a r d ' s  p u r p o s e  is for p u b l i c  
p r o t e c t i o n .  In 1977, the S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  p a s s e d  the 
P u b l i c  M e m b e r s  A c t  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  o n e - t h i r d  (1/3) of 
all h e a l t h  r e l a t e d  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  the 
pu b lic. C a l i f o r n i a  c l a i m s  that the p u b l i c ' s  c o n f i d e n c e  and 
w e l l  b e i n g  h a v e  b e e n  e n h a n c e d  by t h i s  lav;.
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O L  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  
for t h e  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  
E x a m i n e r s .

In 1975 a n d  1976 t h e  B o a r d  r e q u e s t e d  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the 
D i v i s i o n  in o r d e r  to p r o p o s e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e s  to the 
V e t e r i n a r y  P r a c t i c e  Act. T h e r e  is n o  e v i d e n c e  s h o w i n g  t h a t  
the D i v i s i o n  p r o v i d e d  h e l p  to t h e  Board. A s  a r e s u l t ,  the 
B o a r d  w a s  f o r c e d  to go  to t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  V e t e r i n a r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  for the h e l p  a n d  a i d  t h a t  it n e e d e d .

OL is r e q u i r e d  b y  s t a t u t e  to p r o v i d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  
to the Board. In o r d e r  for t h e  B o a r d  to p r o p e r l y  d i s c h a r g e  
its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  it n e e d s  a n d  r e q u i r e s  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  
and h e l p  o f  the D i v i s i o n .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5

T h e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  f o r m a l  
goals, o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be 
i n c l u d e d  in the O L ' s  b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t .

O b j e c t i v e s  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  an a g e n c y  or  B o a r d  is s e e k i n g  to 
a c c o m p l i s h  d u r i n g  a s p e c i f i c  year. W e l l  f o r m u l a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  
are c a p a b l e  of m e a s u r e m e n t  a n d  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n u m e r i c a l  
t a r g e t s  so t h a t  a c t u a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  c a n  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  
s t a t e d  t a rgets. W i t h o u t  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  the B o a r d ' s  
p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n n o t  be a d e q u a t e l y  e v a l u t e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d .

O L  e s t a b l i s h e s  its own b u d g e t  g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s .  T h e  
b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  any g o a l s  o r  m e a s u r e s  for 
i n d i v i d u a l  boards. W i t h o u t  the B o a r d ' s  g o a l s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  
b e i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  o r  m e a s u r e d ,  n e i t h e r  the G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  
nor the L e g i s l a t u r e  can e v a l u a t e  the B o a r d ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  
(see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4
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A N A L Y S I S  OF P U B L I C  N E E D

L i m i t e d  A n a l y s i s

The f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s e s  i n d i c a t e  b h p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  
a t t a i n m e n t s  as B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  r e x a t e  to t h e  p u b l i c  n e e d  
f a c t o r s  d e f i n e d  b y  " S u n s e t "  law. T h e s e  a n a l y s e s  are n o t  
i n t e n d e d  to be c o m p r e h e n s i v e  in n a t u r e  b u t  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  
a r e a s  c o v e r e d  in the s c o p e  o f  o u r  r e v i e w

I . T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the b o a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  o r  p r o g r a m  
h a s  o p e r a t e d  in t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. T h e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  has c o m p o s e d  
r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  
d e f i n i t i o n s  of l i c e n s i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  c l a r­
i f i c a t i o n s  of  a c c e p t a b l e  v e t e r i n a r y  p r a c t i c e .

2. T h e  B o a r d  has h e l d  a n  a v e r a g e  of  o n e  m e e t i n g  per 
y e a r  a n d  o n e  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r  y e a r  (see S c h e d u l e  
B) .

3. T h e  B o a r d  has p r o m p t l y  p r o c e s s e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  T h e y  h a v e  a v e r a g e d  s e v e n  w e e k s  
p e r  a p p l i c a t i o n .

II. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the o p e r a t i o n  of  the b o a r d ,
c o m m i s s i o n ,  or  a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  has b e e n  i m p e d e d  o r  
e n h a n c e d  by e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s ,  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  any 
o t h e r  m a t t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u d g e t a r y ,  r e s o u r c e ,  and 
p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s .

1. O L  has n o t  p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  and 
s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  for t h e  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n i n g  of 
the B o a r d  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

2. O L  has n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  u p d a t e d  r e c o r d s ,  f i l e s  and 
s t a t i s t i c s  for B o a r d  use (see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  
A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

3. I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  b y  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s e c t i o n  o f  O L  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r .
It has b e e n  n o t e d  t h a t  a c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  
v e t e r i n a r i a n s  a v e r a g e s  a b o u t  a y e a r  to be 
p r o c e s s e d .

III. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  o r  a g e n c y
h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
of b e n e f i t  to t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

; I

1. T h e  B o a r d  h a s  m a d e  five r e q u e s t s  f o r  s t a t u t o r y  
c h a n g e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to B o a r d  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s .
T w o  r e q u e s t s  w e r e  to i m p l e m e n t  a n e w  V e t e r i n a r y  
P r a c t i c e  Act. T h e r e  is l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h
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d e m o n s t r a t e s  a n e e d  for t h i s  r e v i s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  
s o m e  of the r e c o m m e n d e d  c h a n g e s  a r e  in the 
p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2) 
a n d  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  of  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3).

A n o t h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w a s  to a m e n d  the t e m p o r a r y  
l i c e n s e  p e r m i t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  to r e q u i r e  t h a t  all 
v e t e r i n a r i a n s  g r a n t e d  a t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  w o r k  
u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a S t a t e  l i c e n s e d  
v e t e r i n a r i a n .  W e  h a v e  s e e n  no e v i d e n c e  or 
c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  
l i c e n s e s  w h i c h  d e m o n s t a t e  t h a t  th i s  c h a n g e  is 
needed.

In a d d i t i o n ,  the B o a r d  has p r o p o s e d  a r e g u l a t i o n  
th a t  all a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  t a k e  the S t a t e  V e t e r i n a r y  
E x a m i n a t i o n .  A g a i n ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  nc e v i d e n c e  
w h i c h  d e m o n s t a t e s  t h a t  this c h a n g e  is needed.

I V . The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  
has e n c o u r a g e d  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  to r e p o r t  to it 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  of its r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i s i o n s 
on the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  s e r v i c e ,  e c o n o m y  of s e r v i c e ,  
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  it has p r o v i d e d .

1. T h e r e  is no d o c u m e n t a t i o n  in t h e  B o a r d  m i n u t e s  
w h i c h  i d e n t i f i e s  t h a t  the B o a r d  has e n c o u r a g e d  
f e e d b a c k .

V . T h e e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or  a g e n c y  
Has e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  m a k i n g  of 
its r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s .

1. The B o a r d  a d v e r t i s e s  in n e w s p a p e r s  to e n c o u r a g e  
p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  s e n d s  n o t i c e s  to 
i n t e r e s t e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  the l a s t  t hree 
y e a r s ,  the B o a r d  has a v e r a g e d  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  th a n  
o n e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  p e r  n e w s p a p e r  for e a c h  m e e t i n g  
and e x a m i n a t i o n .  O n e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  
p e r  p a p e r  for a r e g u l a t i o n s  c h a nge.

2. D u r i n g  the p a s t  four yea r s ,  no o n e  o t h e r  t h a n
B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t  s t a f f  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in 
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s ,  as r e c o r d e d  b y  B o a r d  m i n u t e s .

V I . T h e  e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p u b l i c  i n q u i r i e s  r c o m­
p l a i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the b o a r d , c o m m i s­
sio n  o r  a g e n c y  f i l e d  w i t h  it, w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  to 
w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  
a s s i g n e d ,  o r  w i t h  the o f f i c e  o f  the o m b u d s m a n  ha v e  
b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  a n d  r e s o l v e d .
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1. W e  f o u n d  no  f i l e d  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  the Board.

VII. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h
r e g u l a t e s  e n t r y  i n t o  an o c c u p a t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n  has 
p r e s e n t e d  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  to s e r v e  the p u b l i c .

1. C o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  a r e  i n d i c a t o r s  
of the q u a l i t y  of v e t e r i n a r y  p r a c t i c e  in the 
State. W e  f o u n d  o n l y  two c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  
v e t e r i n a r i a n s  o n  f i l e  w i t h  O L  (see A p p e n d i x  B ) .

VIII. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  p r a c t i c e s ,  i n­
cl u d i n g  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n
c o m p l i e d  w i t h  by the board, nission o r  a g e n c y  to 
its own a c t i v i t i e s  and the a of a c t i v i t y  or i n­
t e r e s t .

1. V e t e r i n a r y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  u n n e c c e s s a r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s u c h  as an a p p l i c a n t ' s  a g e  and 
p i c t u r e .  T h i s  is a v i o l a t i o n  of  E q u a l  E m p l o y­
m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  (see the O L  
P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

I X . The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t u t o r y , r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t ing
or o t h e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the agency, 
b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  of 
the p u b l i c  and to c o m p l y  w i t h  the f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  
In this s u b s e c t i o n .

P l e a s e  r e f e r  to the p r e v i o u s  s ection, F i n d i n g s  and 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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A P P E N D I X  A

V E T E R I N A R Y  L I C E N S E  R E V E N U E S  
C O M P A R E D  W I T H  E X P E N D I T U R E S  

(UNAUDITED)

A v e r a g e  R e v e n u e
(see S c h e d u l e  1 a n d  N o t e  1)

E x p e n d i t u r e s  (see N o t e  2)

E x c e s s  of  E x p e n d i t u r e s  
O v e r  R e v e n u e s

$ 2,700 

10 , 0 0 0  

$(7,300)

R e v e n u e s

I n i t i a l  L i c e n s e  Fee 
B i e n n i a l  R e n e w a l  
T e m p o r a r y  L i c e n s e  
R e c i p r o c i t y  F e e  
E x a m i n a t i o n  Fee

S c h e d u l e  1 
T y p e s  of R e v e n u e s

A m o u n t

$25
50
10
25
25

C o l l e c t i o n  T i m e

W i t h  i s s u a n c e  o f  l i c e n s e  
B i e n n i a l l y
W i t h  i s s u a n c e  o f  l i c e n s e  
W i t h  i s s u r a n c e  of l i c e n s e  
W i t h  t a k i n g  of e x a m i n a t i o n

No t e  1

M o s t  of the v e t e r i n a r y  r e v e n u e s  are c o m p o s e d  of r e n e w a l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  fees. T h e s e  fees a r e  c o l l e c t e d  o n c e  e v e r y  two 
y e a r s  and c a u s e  r e v e n u e s  in o n e  y e a r  to b e  m u c h  g r e a t e r  than 
the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in t h e  n e x t  year. T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  
c a l c u l a t e d  and r e p o r t e d  an  a v e r a g e  of the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  
in fi s c a l  y e a r s  1977 a n d  1978 in o r d e r  to o b t a i n  an a c c u r a t e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of c o l l e c t e d  r e v e n u e s .

N o t e  2

E x p e n d i t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  m a d e  b y  B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  s u c h  as 
tr a v e l  and p e r  d i e m  a n d  an a l l o c a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e  (estimated) 
of t o tal a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e s  of OL. T h e y  do  n o t  i n c l u d e  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  for e f f o r t s  of o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u c h  as the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of Law, t h a t  m a y  b e  a s s i s t i n g  the B o a r d  a n d  OL.
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A P P E N D I X  B

B O A R D  S T A T I S T I C S

S c h e d u l e  1 
V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n a t i o n

1 9 7 8  1977

V e t e r i n a r y  A p p l i c a n t s  

N u m b e r  of F a i l s  

N u m b e r  of P a s s e s  

P e r c e n t  Pass

8

3

8

0

62% 100%

19 7 6

11

2

82%

1975

12

__ 1 _

11

92%

P a s s  R a t e  
F o u r - Y e a r  
A v e r a g e

84%

S c h e d u l e  2 
V e t e r i n a r y  C o m p l a i n t s

M a l p r a c t i c e  C o m p l a i n t s  1

O v e r p r i c i n g  C o m p l a i n t s  1

T o t a l  2

S c h e d u l e  3 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S t a t i s t i c s

As  o f  O c t o b e r  31, 1978

L i c e n s e d  V e t e r i n a r i a n s  100

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s :

A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of m e e t i n g s  p e r  y e a r  
A v e r a g e  time l e n g t h  p e r  m e e t i n g

7 m e e ting 
i .ours
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A P P E N D I X  C

Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  B O A R D  M E M B E R S

W h a t  d o  y o u  b e l i e v e  to b e  t h e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of  
the B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s ?

N u m b e r  o f  B o a r d  
M e m b e r s  1 R e s p o n s e s  

D e s c r i p t i o n  (See N o t e  1 & 2)

To keep i n c o m p e t e n t  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  f r o m
p r a c t i c i n g  w i t h i n  the State. 2_

To e x a m i n e  a n d  l i c e n s e  q u a l i f i e d
a p p l i c a n t s . 1_

To help m a i n t a i n  g o o d  h e a l t h  o f
A l a s k a n s . 1_

To i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d , i f  n e c e s s a r y , 
p u n i s h  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  wh o i l l e g a l l y
p r a c t i c e  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e . 1_

H o w  d o e s  the B o a r d  m e a s u r e  its p r o g r e s s  in m e e t i n g  its 
g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s ?

N u m b e r  o f  .Board
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

No p r o g r e s s  u n d e r  o l d  r e g u l a t i o n s . 1_

By e x a m i n i n g  a p p l i c a n t s ,  B o a r d  can
e v a l u a t e  q u a l i t y  o f  new l i c e n s e s . 1_

N u m b e r  o f  c o m p l a i n t s  a n d  s e r i o u s n e s s  
of the c o m p l a i n t s  w i l l  be a g o o d
i n d i c a t o r . 1_

Is the s t a f f  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d / o r  
o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  a d e q u a t e  to p e r f o r m  a n d  e n f o r c e  all 
l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  
E x a m i n e r s ?  W h a t  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  
a d e q u a t e l y ?  I n a d e q u a t e l y ?

N u m b e r  o f  B o a r d
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

S t a f f  s u p p o r t  is c u r r e n t l y  g o o d  a n d
hnn improved. 2
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3. (cont'd.)

N u m b e r  o f  .Board
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

P r o b l e m s  ha v e a r i s e n  c o n c e r n i n g :

a. F a i l u r e  to f e l l o w  t h r o u g h
on r e q u e s t e d  s e r v i c e s ; 1

b. s l o w  to c o m p l e t e  task; T
c. i n a d e q u a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  B o a r d ' s  

a c t i v i t i e s ;
d. f a i l u r e  to a s s i s t  B o a r d  on

p r o b l e m s ; 1_
e. s l o w  a n d  r e l u c t a n t  a s s i s t a n c e

f r o m  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  Of f i c e ;  2
f. lack o f  i n t e r e s t  or i n i t i a t i v e  

in r e g a r d s  to B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s ; 
a n d

g. h i g h  t u r n o v e r  in staff. 1̂

4. W h a t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  th a t  the B o a r d  has
o p e r a t ed in the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

N u m b e r  of  B oa rd
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

Th er e ar e f e w  c o m p l a i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  
l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s . Wi t h o u t  
r e g u l a t i o n , m o r e  s e ri ou s c o m p l a i n t s
wi l l occur. 1

5. W h a t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  that the a b s e n c e  of 
v e t e r i n a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d / o r  the B o a r d  w o u l d  be 
d e t r i m e n t a l  to the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

N u m b e r  o f  B o a rd
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

No i m m e d i a t e  e v i d e n c e , a l t h o u g h  the
A m e r i c a n  V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
may ha ve  d o n e  studies. 1_

6. Has the B o a r d  r e c o m m e n d e d  any s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  w h i c h
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  in the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t?

N u m b e r  o f  B^ ar d
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

The B o a r d  s u b m i t t e d  a new p r a c t i c e
a c t to the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p t a t i o n a l
L i c e n s i n g  a n d  to the Le gi sl a t u r e .  2_
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H a s  t h e  B o a r d  m a d e  any s t u d i e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  if t h e r e
is a v e t e r i n a r y  m a n p o w e r  s h o r t a g e  in A l a s k a  or c e r t a i n  
a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a ?  W h a t  w e r e  the s t u d y ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s ? 
W h a t  d o  y o u  b e l i e v e  is t h e  m a n p o w e r  s i t u a t i o n ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

S e r v i c e s  in the city is a d e q u a t e  a n d  
r u r a l  s e r v i c e s  > t h r o u g h  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e } are a l s o  a d e q u a t e .

T h e re  is no e m e r g e n c y  h el p in the 
r e m o t e  areas.

N u m b e r  o f  B o a r d  
M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

A r e  t h e r e  a n y  s t a t u t e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  
to be o b s o l e t e ,  vague, u n d u l y  r e s t r i c i v i ^  a n d / o r  
i n a d e q u a t e  to p r o v i d e  t h e  B o a r d  v.-th the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
a n d  p o w e r  to p r o p e r l y  g o v e r n  the p u r p o s e  and a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  the B o a r d ?  P l e a s e  l i s t  a n d  e x p l a i n .

D e s c r i p t i o n

L i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  too lenient. 
A n y o n e  a p p l y i n g  fo r  li ce ns ur e  s h o u l d  
be r e q u i r e d  to take an e x a m i n a t i o n .

No p u b l i c  m e mbe rs.

L i c e n s i n g  by r e c i p r o c i t y  is a l l o w e d  
a n d  it s h o u l d  be.

T e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  s t a t u t e s  s h o u l d  be 
e l i m i n a t e d  or changed.

No p r o v i s i o n  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  a ni m a l  
h e a l t h  t e c h n i c i a n s .

No p r o v i s i o n  f o r  r e l i e f  v e t e r i n a n r i a n  

in an e m e r g e n c y .

L i m i t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  force.

N u m b e r  o f  B o a r d  
M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

W h a t  c h a n ges c o u l d  be m a d e  to the B o a r d  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i m p r o v e  its s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c ?

D e s c r i p  bion

A d d  one or  two n o n - v e t e r i n a r i a n s  to 
the Board.

N e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  f u nd s to travel 
to J u n e a u  to d i s c u s s  p r o b l e m s  with  
L e g i s l a t u r e .

N u m b e r  o f  B o a r d  
M e m b e r s  f R e s p o n s e s
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10. Do  y o u  t h i n k  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s h o u l d  
be e n a c t e d  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d / o r  t h e  B o a r d ?

N u m b e r  o f  B o a r d
D e s c r i p t i o n  M e m b e r s  ' R e s p o n s e s

Yes, f o r  a m i n i m u m  o f  10 hours. 1_

S ta te V e t e r i n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  it.
H o w e v e r , c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  wi l l not
a s s u r e  that a v e t e r i n a r i a n  is r e m a i n i n g
com p et en t.  1_

Note 1

At the ti m e  the q u e s t i o n n a r i e s  w e r e  s e n t  out, t h e r e  w e r e  
o n l y  two B o a r d  m e m b e r s .  B o t h  m e m b e r s  r e s p o n d e d .

Note 2

E a c h  B o a r d  m e m b e r  r e s p o n d e d  to e a c h  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
answers. T h e r e f o r e ,  t o t a l  r e s p o n s e s  for e a c h  q u e s t i o n  may 
e x c e e d  the n u m b e r  of B o a r d  m e m b e r s .
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A P P E N D I X  D

Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  V E T E R I N A R I A N S

H a v e  y o u  b e e n  a b l e  to a t t e n d  a n y  
v e t e r i n a r i a n  s e m i n a r s  o r  c l a s s e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r ?

If so, h o w  m a n y  h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  h a v e  y o u  h a d  d u r i n g  the 
last y e a r ?

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  S t a t e  laws s h o u l d  
r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  b e f o r e  
v e t e r i n a r i a n  l i c e n s e s  are r e n e w e d ?

W h e n  you w e r e  l i c e n s e d  in the State, 
did y o u  h a v e  to take the f o l l o w i n g  
e x a m i n a t i o n s ?

a. P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  e x a m i n a t i o n .

b. An o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .

c. A n y  o t h e r s ?

1. Mo st  p r e v e l a n t  a n n w e r  is 
w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n .

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  the e x a m i n a t i o n ( s ) that 
y o u  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  to ta k e  for A l a s k a ' s  
v e t e r i n a r i a n  l i c e n s e  w a s  r e l e v a n t  and 
u s e f u l  for t e s t i n g  the a b i l i t i e s  of a 
v e t e r i n a r i a n  a p p l i c a n t ?

P l e a s e  i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  
a r e n ' t  r e l e v a n t :

1. Mo at  c r i t i c i a m  c o n c e r n e d  the 
N a t i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  is 
the p r o f e o a i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  
rtervice.

2. C r i t i c i s m a  w e r e  a l a o  d i r e c t e d  
at i r r e l e v a n t  q u e a t i o n a  a a k e d  
by a p r i o r  B o a r d  me mb e r.

(See No t e 1)
% R e s p o n 8 e 8  

No
Yea_ No O p i n i o n

98% 2% - 0-

A v e r a g e  H ou r a 29

69% 31% - 0-

57%

62%

36%

33%

7%

5%

\ 6 % 29% 45%

42% 29% 29%
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9.

1 0 .

11.

1 2 ,

13,

(See N o t e  1)
% R e s p o n s e s  

No
Yes No O p i n i o n

A r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  p r o c e d u r e s  th a t  
y o u  b e l i e v e  a r e  m o r e  r e l e v a n t  and 
u s e f u l  for t e s t i n g  the a b i l i t i e s  
of a v e t e r i n a r i a n  a p p l i c a n t s ?

P l e a s e  s p e c i f y :

1. M o s t  o f t e n  m e n t i o n e d  a n s w e r  
was p r a c t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
w i t h  s li d e s  or a d i a g n o s t i c  
case study.

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the B o a r d  of 
V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  h a s  o p e r a t e d  
in t h e  p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  
the s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by the s u p p o r t  
s t a f f  of  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ?

43% 24% 33%

8 6 % 7% 7%

19% 76%

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  th a t  all g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  
w i t h i n  the S t a t e  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v i c e d  
b y  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  in p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ?  55%

Do y o u  k n o w  of any s t u d i e s  o r  s t a t i s t i c s  
w h i c h  s u p p o r t  y o u r  a n s w e r  in n u m b e r  9? 2%

A r e  y o u  a w a r e  of any d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e  i n v o l v i n g  l i c e n s i n g  of m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s ?  ?,%

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  A l a s k a ' s  l i c e n s i n g
r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t e m p o r a r y  and
p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  are a d e q u a t e
a nd e f f e c t i v e  in e n s u r i n g  th a t
the p u b l i c  is p r o t e c t e d ?  50%

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  th a t  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  
are r e s t r i c t i n g  the m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  and 
e f f i c i e n t  use o f  v e t e r i n a r i a n  
t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  a i d e s ?  J 4%

38%

96;

961

5%

7%

2 %

2 %

48% 2 %

Note 1

N u m b e r  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to S t a t e  
l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .

N u m b e r  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e c e i v e d .

R e s p o n s e  rate.

76% 10%

100

42

42%
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JAN 1 1 AM
S  T  A  T  15 < > !•' A  I. A  S  K  A

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  L E G I S L A T I V E

. J  U N  I!  A t ’ A U D I T

January 9, 1979

Mr. Gera'd Wilkerson 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

We have reviewed your preliminary reports as shown below:

1. Board of Examiners in Optometry

2. Board of Dispensing Opticians

3. Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners

4. Board of Chiropractic Examiners

5. Alaska State Medical Board

6. Board of Veterinary Examiners

7. State Physical Therapy Board

8. Board of Pharmacy

9. Board of Nursing

10. Board of Nursing Home Administrators

11. Board of Dental Examiners

12. Alaska Transportation Commission

We view these reviews of agency programs and activities which are specifically 

subject to termination in a manner different from those made of State departments 

or agencies. Usually we in the Executive Branch endeavor to respond directly 

to each finding and recommendation. However, in regard to the Boards and 

Commissions, the Executive Branch agency during a public hearing shall demonstrate 

a public need for its continued existence or the discontinuation of the program, and 

the extent to which any change in the manner of exercise of its functions or 

activities may increase efficiency of administration or operation consistent 

with the public interest.

The Executive Branch of Alaska Government has made an extensive study of the 

above Boards and the Alaska Transportation Commission. We are continuing to study 

those entities, their origin, their present and future potential, and other 

related subjects in conjunction with Alaska statutes 24 and 44 (Sunset Legislation). 

As prescribed in AS 44.66.050 one or more legislative hearings are to be held 

to receive testimony from the public, the Commissioner of the department having 
administrative responsibility for each, and the members of the Boards or 
Commission involved. During those hearings we will present our findings and 
recommendations affecting each of the foregoing Boards and the Alaska 

Transportation Commission.

I 22(a)
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Mr. Gerald Wilkerson 

Page 2

.
January 9, 1979

Accordingly, we are presenting this in addition to the responses from the 

Department of Commerce, Department of Law, and the individual Board or Commission 

members and others on an interim basis.

Sincerely,

Michael Harper

Administrative Assistant 

to the Governor

22(b)
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fate by Ml W i  -
! K j £  1U/J k J i M I S  In! ,

J A Y  S . H A M M O N D ,  Governor

D E P A R T M E N T  O E  COMMERCE A  
ECONOMIC D E V E L O P M E N T

DMSMH OF OCCVPA TtOKAL UC&tSMG
POUCH D
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

December 15, 1978

Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

R E C E I V E D
JAN i r< AW.

L E G I S L A T IV E
A U D I T

The following comments are in response to the Performance Review of the 

Board of Veterinary Examiners, as submitted by the Division of Legisla­
tive Audit.

Recomnendation No. 1 . Agreed. Grading standards, regulations and 

forma',' examination procedures arc desirable for all licensing boards.

The proposed act, requested by the board and introduced through the 

department, addresses these concerns.

Recommendation No. 2 . Agreed. Continuing competency is generally

advocated as one method of assuring that practitioners remain qualified 

once licensed. The proposed act, requested by the board and introduced 

through the department, addresses this subject.

Recommendation No. 3 . Agreed. We agree that the public should be 

represented through membership on the board. The proposed practice act 
also addresses this subject.

Recommendation No. 4 . Agreed. The division should, and currently is,

providing administrative assistance to the board although past deficiencies 
are recognized.

Recommendation No. 5 . Agreed. The board's goals and objectives will be

incorporated within the division's budget document. Contact will be 

made with all boards in March or April, 1979 for input to the budget for 
FY 1981

The recommendations cited will be acted upon regardless of action taken 
on the proposed practice act.

n0 8 H 8 L H
23(a)



I

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA -2-

. •; .. ■ -y
■■ y;.; " •'••• .-•: • .

I appreciate the time and efforts expended by your staff.

Yours truly

December 15, 1978

H. Phillip Hubbard 

Commissioner

23(b)
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A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of the 
B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s —  

C o m m e n t s  of B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  Examiner^

JAN 17 rt.M.

LEGISLATIVE
A U D i Z

lio-v.-ying bv e n d o r s e m e n t :

T he b o a r d  d o e s  n e t  f e e l  that a c a n d i d a t e  is s t a t u t o r i l y  qualif ied 
f o r  l i c e n s u r e  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  if the a p p l i c a n t  has passed a v e t e r i n a r y  
e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a c t i v e l y  p r a c t i c e d  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  at l e a s t  five 
of the l a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  and g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  v e t e r i n a r y  
colle g e .

A c c o r d i n g  to S e c t i o n  O S . 98.210, a. v e t e r i n a r i a n  m a y  be l i c e n s e d  
w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  i f  h e  f u l f i l l s  the a b o v e  criteria. I n  this 
s e c t i o n  the w o r d  "may" is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  as it gives the board the 
o p t i o n  of l i c e n s u r e  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  or by examin ation. The board 
f e e l s  this a u t h o r i t y  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i f  it is to a ssu re to the p u b l i c  
a " c e r t a i n  d e g r e e "  of c o m p e t e n c e  of l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  /■ July 5, 
1978, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the s t a t u t e  by the A t t o r n e y  G e n e ral's office 
s t a t e s  t h a t  v/e d o  n o i  h a v e  this a u t h o r i t y .  The board has asked the 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l’a o f f i c e  for a r e - i n t e r o r s t a t i o n  of this section.

P a g e  7 , R e c o m m  enda 1.1 on N u m b e r  1 :

The b o a r d  a g r e e s  a l m o s t  cum-\letely wi th the recomm e n d a t i o n .

1. R e g u l a t i o n s  s l o u l d  be i m p l e m e n t e d  w h i c h  define:

g r a d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s — the b o a r d  enters i n  t h e  bo°rd 
m i n u t e s  a t  each e x a m i n a t i o n  the g r a d i n g  orocedure. 
V/e a g r e e  1’ut this s h o u l d  be in the r e g u l a t i o n  but 
w e r e  n o t  a w a r e  of the n e c e s s i t y  previously.

a.

b .

2 .

Iiyoen of I.-at; renut red for a n  : :i cants ••..it?) c e r t a i n  
on.n'l j f.» c .'J1 • »is~ tbo b o a r d  a g r e e s  wit' the conce rn 
w u r  or i j'Avr,I ir ti. o n . < t I. or. hoc mb re, 157 J . s v o  i-
n a t i o n  n o  oral e x a m i n a t i o n  w a n  giver: n o r  wilJ t i . 
t y o o  oh e x a m i n a t i o n  be u s e d  i n  the iuture. The board 
f o o l s  that a n o n y m i t y  is i m p o r t a n t  and all exami nations 
a r e  g r a d e d  with only a n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n u m b e r  i d e n t i­
f y i n g  each e x a m i n a t i o n .  Tin;: d u r t m x n t  a l o n e  knows 
w h i c h  a pile, nt has w h i c h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number.

A t e s t  m a n u a l  s h o u l d  be c r e a t e d — the bool’d feels this would 
b o  a  d e f i n i t e  i m p r o v e m e n t  to the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  cf the 
b o a r d  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  this w o u l d  take a gre at a mount  
of t i m e  as v/e1 ! an e x p e r t i s e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  and w o r d i n g  e x a m i­
n a t i o n  q u e s t i o n s .  I n  1978, in C alifo r n i a ,  c e r t a i n  oii stions 
on the v-terinyr.y board e x a m i n a t i o n  w o r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  challenge 
b e c a u s e  they w e r e  a m b i g u o u s .  The C a l i f o r n i a  board states that 
" f r o m  n o w  on, e x p o r t s  will bo u s e d  to p r e p a r e  the exam".

I 24(a)



I

I

1

1

1

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

I

1

I

C o m m e n t s  of B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  P a g e  2

C o n t i n u a t i o n  of:

I P o g e 7 . R e c o m  m  end a t. i on N u m b  er 1 : 
(271

T h e  b o a r d  f e e l s  that m o n i e s  s h o u l d  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  to fund 
a g r o u p  w i t h  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  to d r a f t  such a test manual.

3. T h e  b o a r d  a g r e e s  that p i c t u r e s  of a p p l i c a n t s  are not 
n e c e s s a r y  on the a p p l i c a t i o n .  At the December, 1978, 
b o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  the b o a r d  i n s t r u c t e d  t he d e p a r t m e n t  to 
r e m o v e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of a p i c t u r e  f r o m  the application.

Recomrne*ldation ■-■lumber 2:

T h e  b o a r d  a g r e e s  t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  for all l i c e nsed 
v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w o u l d  b e  an i m p o r t a n t  w a y  of m a i n t a i n i n g  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c y  as w e l l  as a s s u r i n g  p u b l i c  trust i n  
p r a c t i c i n g  v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  W e  a l s o  a g r e e  t h a t  it w i l l  keep 
pr.acti o ners a w a r e  of c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in t h e i r  profession. 
T h e  b o a r d  w i s h e s  to n o t e  t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
d o  n o t  a s s u r e  t h a t  all l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a 
h i g h  l e v e l  of ccrnpetance.

R e c o m m e n d s t i o n  C u m b e r 5 :

E s t a b l i s h  goals a n d  o b j e c t i v e s — the board f a e l 3 this is c e r t a i n l y  
a w o r t h w h i l e  p r o c e d u r e ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  aw- r e  of its requ irement.
At its D e c e m b e r ,  1979, b o a r d  m e e t i n g  the board a s k e d  the d e p a r t m e n t  
to d r a f t  a n  o u t l i n e  w h i c h  w o u l d  h e l o  the b oard  d e v e l o p  formal 
goals, o b j e c t i v e s ,  and oivnti.fi a b l e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  t h e n  could b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  th e O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ' s  b u d g e t  doc ument.

P a g e  1 :1

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of board to snood  t e m o o r ^ r y  l i c e n s e  oer ' t 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  '•’.ha p r e s e n t  s.T.tutos a l l o w  .:.n r.oplic lit to 
o r a c t i c e  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  w i t h o u t  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  w i t h  a 
t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e ,  u n t i l  the r e s u l t s  of the n e x t  e x a m i n a t i o n  
a r e  p u b l i s h e d .  This t i m e  o criod could b e  six m o n t h s  to one 
year, d e p e n d i n g  on w h e t h e r  one e x a m i n a t i o n  or two a r e  g i v e n  
d u r i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  year. T h e  b o a r d  fe Is t h a t  a l l - w i n g  an 
a p p l i c a n t  to p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  w i t h o u t  s u p e r v i s i o n  is n o t  in 
t h e  p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  (Some s t a t e s  n o  l r n g e r  offer 
t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s . )  The I'iedic. i Board doe s o f f e r  t e m p or ary 
p e r m its, b u t  the a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a n  i n t e r n s h i o  
and t a k e n  and h a v e  p a s s e d  a n a t i o n a l  e x a minat ion. The D i v i s i o n  
of A u d i t  s t a t e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  no complaints, 
they s e e  n o  r e a s o n  f or any c h ange. The b o a r d  does not feel

B
t.ha.t w e  s h o u l d  w a i t  for a c o m p l a i n t  or for. a Jp r o b l e m  to exist 
b e f o r e  s u g g e s  rm.ng a  c m r g o .  w e  d o  nor. feel that r e a u i r i n g  a n
. . . .  . ' I  ! ________ L  4 . ~  . . . ____.7 .1 . .  *1 4 ~  ~ ____ J   4- A

I
a p p l i c a n t  to w o r k  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of a l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n

.n 
1

is t h a t  g r e a t  a  h a r d s h i p  on t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  I n  return, w e  feel 
wr b e t t e r  g u a r d  the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .

24 (b)



P a g e  11, P a r a g r a p h  3 :

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  b y  the b o a r d  that all a p p l i c a n t s  m a y  b e  r e o u i r e d  
b y  the b o a r d  to t a k e  the s t a t e  p o r t i o n  of the v e t e r i n a r y  
e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  of A u d i t  a g a i n  s t a t e s  t h a t  they 
h a v e  s e e n  n o  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  that this c h a n g e  is 
ne e d e d .  T h e  b o a r d  d o e s  n o t  feel that w a i t i n g  u n t i l  there  is 
a  p r o b l e m  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  a c t i o n  is the b e s t  a p p r oach.  The state 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  is of a m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  n a t u r e  
as o p p o s e d  to t h e  n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  is m o r e  d e t a i l e d  
and t e c h n i c a l . T h e  b o a r d  feels t h a t  if a v e t e r i n a r i a n  is 
k e e p i n g  c u r r e n t  w i t h  c o n t i n u i n g  educat ion, that h e  or s h e  s hould 
be a b l e  to p a s s  the p r a c t i c a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  e x a min ation. The 
b o a r d  a l s o  r e a l i s e s  t h a t  once a v e t e r i n a r i a n  is g i v e n  a license, 
it  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to p r o v e  i n c o m p e t e n c e  and h a v e  his or h e r  
l i c e n s e  r e v oked. M o r e  and more, A l a s k a  is b e c o m i n g  a p o p u l a r  
s t a t e  f o r  p e o p l e  to r e t i r e  in. Of this g r o u p  are v e t e r i n a r i a n s  
w h o  are n o  l o n g e r  in a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e ,  w h o  m a y  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  
t w e n t y  to t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago, but w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  to be l i c e n s e d  
to p r a c t i c e  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  i n  Alaska. This type of a p p l i c a n t  
is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the b o a r d  •;o e v a l u a t e  f o r  c o m p e t e n c y  
w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  a  p r a c t i c a l  exam ination.

P a g e  12. VIII:

A p p l i c a t i o n  p i c t u r e  and a p p l i c a n t ' s  a g e — t h e  b o a r d  has i n s t r u c t e d  
the d e p a r t m  :nt i/) o m i t  the r e q u i r e m e n t  of a g e  and a r e c e n t  p h o t o  
f r o m  all a p p l i c a t i o n  forms.

A p p e n d i x  A, P a g e  U-:

Ex p o n d ? t a r e s , 1 0 , 0 0 0

T h e  board ouos lions w) ere the 1 0 , 0 0 0  f i g u r e  c o m e s  from.
C e r t a i n l y ,  p a r  d i e m  a n d  travel e r e  a v o r v  s m a l l  portion. The 
b o a r d  v.a •• d e n i e d  the reoue: t. to o *.i•.» a .ember to a n-iti-^nal 
board of \ .■ I or.hv ry e?w-minors m i c U m ,  as )<" '• b e e n  rter.e tk e 
p r e v i o u s  t • years, f. •; b<• '•.! f‘ elw tin:.1 ;i > n im e v t x i ' . m e t h o d  
of k e e p i n g  c u r r e n t  in trends, probl e m s ,  and i m p r o v e m e n t s  of 
e x a m i n i n g  b o a r d s .

P e r h a p s  the 1 0 , 0 0 0  a m o u n t  was a r r i v e d  at by t a k i n g  a per cent 
of department, e x o e a s e s  and a l l o c a t i n g  t h e m  to the board  of 
v e t e r i n a r y  examin e r s .  \7o do n o t  f :ei. w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  this a m o u n t  
of s e r v i c e  f r o m  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

The bo ard f e e l s  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  to p o i n t  out that m a n y  h o u r s  of 
each m e m b e r ' s  t i m e  is d e v o t e d  to b o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  each y o s r  
w i t h o u t  m o n e t a r y  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  f i l l i n g  o it q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  
resoondi.ug to r e p o r t s  such as the a u d i t  r e p o r t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
the S u n s e t  Lav/ a r e  e x a m p l e s  of a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  of * 
b o a r d  m e m b e r s .

T h e  board is c o n c e r n e d  over the l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e  betva.er. r e v e n u e  
and e x p e n d i t u r e s .  At the D e c e m b e r  6. 197-a b oard  m e e t  in,-; the 
board s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  b i e n n i a l  renew::! of l i e  .use fees be ino_ evssd 
f r o m  50 to 9100.

24(c)
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C o m m e n t s  of B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  Sxaminers P a g e  4

C o n t i n u a t i o n  ofJ 

P o w e r  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n :

P r e s e n t l y  the b o a r d  has no no re of i n v o s  iigation. T h o r e  is
a d e p a r t m e n t - w i d e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  h a n d l e s  all

I
 c o m p l a i n t s .  T h e  b o a r d ' s  p o s i t i o n  is to be a n  i m p a r t i a l  b o a r d

an d  to m a k e  a  r u l i n g  o n  the c o m p l a i n t  a f t e r  the i n v e c  i g a t i o n  
is c o m p l e t e d .  T h e  b o a r d  h a s  no k n o w l e d g e  of a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
or the p e r s o n  or p e r s o n s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  n o r  the party 
m a k i n g  t h e  c o m p l a i n t .  The r a t i o n a l e  is to a s s u r e  that  the 
b o a r d  d o e s  n o t  b e c o m e  i n f l u e n c e d  d u r i n g  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b u t  
r e m a i n s  a n  i m p a r t i a l  b o a r d  e n a b l i n g  i t  to m a k e  a f a i r  and just ■ 
r u l i n g  o n  the c o m p l a i n t  a f t e r  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is completed. 
T h e  b o a r d  h a s  n o  c o m p l a i n t  w i t h  this p r o c e d u r e ;  however, this 
p r o c e d u r e  d o e s  c r e a t e  c e r t a i n  p r o b l e m s  and p e r h a p s  shortcomings,

1. M a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  m a d e  d i r e c t l y  to b o a r d  members.
T h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  arc the p e r s o n s  the public w i l l  turn 
to w i t h  a p r o b l e m  or compl a i n t .

2. T h e  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  is n u i t e  slow, o w i n g  
d i r e c t l y  to a l a r g e  w o r k l o a d .

3. S n e n d i n g  t i m e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a c o m p l a i n t  that i s . o e r h a p s  
m o r e  of a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a n  a c o m  ilaint,

yj 4. I n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d  b v  p e r s o n s  w i t h  no e x p e r t i s e
® i n  the f i e l d  i n  w h i c h  they a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .

P e r h a p s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the i n v e s t i g a t o r  and the board
w o u l d  b e  a d v a n t a g e o u s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ways:

1. H e l p  i n  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  or n o t  a c o m p l a i n t  i s  «. s r i o u s  
violati on of t :: s t - t e  s t a t u t e s  or r m i n o r  v i o l a t i o n  or 
p e r h a p s  a m.i ounuez stand.i ng.

2. S h o r t e n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  i f  the c o m p l a i n t  is 
n o t  f e l t  to b e  seri ous or is a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

3. I f  the c oriole i n t  is a s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n ,  t h e n  i m m e d i a t e  
a t t e n t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  to d e c i d e  ;i C the c o m u l s i n t  is valid. 
I f  the conn! n i n t  is v alid, t h e n  a u i o k  a c t i o n  would, be 
n e c e s s a r y  to p r e v e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  v i o l a t i o n s  f r o m  occurring.

4. B y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and p o s s i b l y  e l i m’n a t i n g  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on m i n o r  c o m p l a i n c s ,  t i m e  and m o n e y  could be 
sa v e d  by the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i v i s i o n .

5. S h o r t e n  t h e  t i m e  it is n o w  t a k i n g  to h a v e  a corrrolaint 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .
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P a g e  21. H u m b e r  6. Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e n t to v e t  )rinar i a n s :

P r o c e d u r e s  f e l t  m o r e  r e l e v a n t  and u s e f u l  f o r  t e s t i n g  the 
a b i l i t i e s  of a  v e t e r i n a r y  a p p l i c a n t ?  M o s t  o f t e n  m e n t i o n e d  
w a s  a p r a c t i c a l  exami n a t i o n .

T h e  s t a t e  p o r t i o n  of the b o a r d  e x a m i n a t i o n  is p r i m a r i l y  
p r a c t i c a l  i n  n a t u r e .  The d i f f i c u l t y  of a  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  
is t h a t  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to a v o i d  a m b i g u i t y  end it a l s o  r e q u i r e s  
a n  opinion. T h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  U x a m i n i n g  S e r v i c e  h a s  nov; 
d e v e l o p e d  a  p r a c t i c a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n  and i t  w i l l  
b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  the v e t e r i n a r y  b o a r d  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  the 
y e a r  1979.

T h e  v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l  at W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  
a l s o  be c o n t a c t e d  to s e e  i f  they h a ^ e  s l i d e s  or t r a n s p a r e n c i e s  
f o r  our u s e  i n  the e x a m ination.



THE ALASKA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
B O X  631 •  A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99501

February 7, 1979

The Honorable W. E. (Brad) Bradley 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Bradley:

The Alaska State Veterinary Medical Association has written a new practice act, 
known as House Bill No. 86, that will be introduced this legislative session.
The purpose of ray letter is to give you an understanding of the bill.

We now have a veterinary practice act which was enacted in 1963 and has had no 
major revisions since then. We chose to write a new act rather than revise the 
old because in nearly all parts of the act changes have been proposed to clarify 
the intent. Writing a new act seemed the easiest way to accomplish this.

We have compared the content of the old act with the proposed act. In nearly all 
cases, the proposed act and the old act handle regulation and licensing of the 
profession in the same way. Notable exceptions are as follows:

The size of the Board of Veterinary Examiners was increased from three to 
five members. This was done because the present board size of three members 
often proved inadequate due to the absence of members for various reasons.

A  public member was provided as one of the members of the Board to encourage 
representation of the public interest in regulation of the profession.

A  section was included which defines the legal responsibilities of aides 
and trained technicians working under the direction of a veterinarian. The present 
act makes no mention of persons employed by veterinarians leaving it legally open 
to question as to whether or to what extant a veterinarian may use these people 
to aid in treatment of animals.

Tine new act provides for tine examination and registration of Animal Health 
Technicians. Technicians are a relatively new profession employed by 
veterinarians to do a wide variety of technical tasks. Many technicians are 
presently employed in Alaska; however, there is no provision made for them in tine 
present statutes.

Registration is necessary for up-to-date, immediate reference of all veterinary 
technicians engaged in animal care in the state with reference to qualifications, 
addresses, license status, etc. This provision allows tine Board to adopt 
appropriate standards for those engaged in animal teclnnology and the issuance of 
permits to such persons found competent.



Temporary licensing has been changed from the existing uncontrolled situation 
giving temporary licenses to all applicant 3 who qualify for a license. Under 
the present law a person who has never passed a national or state examination can 
obtain a temporary unrestricted license to practice.

The new act proposes that two classes of temporary licenses be issued:

One type would be issued to any technician qualified to take the 
examination provided he work with a practitioner licensed in the state.

A  second type would be issued for a 60-day period to a veterinarian 
who is licensed in nother state. The license would allow the licensee to take 
over the practice of a veterinarian who is absent.

Examination of licensees has been changed to require a state exam and a 
national exam for every applicant unless the applicant has either (1) passed a 
National Board Examination in the last three years, or, (2) has been an active 
practicing veterinarian in another state. Persons qualifying would be required to 
to take only the state exam.

Presently, veterinarians who have "practiced" for five of the last seven 
years in another state may receive a License without exam. The problem with this 
is that the definition of "Veterinary Practice" is so broad that people involved 
with activities not commonly considered to be the active practice of veterinary 
medicine would qualify for license. Examples of this could include meat inspectors, 
animal consultants, and certain types of researchers. The new act would require all 
applicants to take the state exam.

The new act provides a legal means by which to cope with the problem of 
animals left in the care of veterinarians and later abandoned. This is a frequent 
problem that is not dealt wiJ-h in the present act.

We would appreciate your support on this bill.

Respectfully,

W w
Jon Thanas
President, ASVMA



THE ALASKA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
B O X  631 ©  A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  99501

M a r c h  22, 1979

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  W. E. "Brad" B r a d l e y

S e n a t e

P o u c h  5

J unea u ,  A l a s k a  99801

D e a r  S e n a t o r Bradley:

It a p p e a r s  that the H o u s e  B u d g e  and A u d i t  R e v i e w  (Sunset) 

C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  r e c o m m e n d  to " s un s e t "  the v e t e i i n a r y  board, a long 

w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r  h e a l t h  r e l a t e d  b o a r d s  a f t e r  six months.

I fee l  that this a c t i o n  ca n no t  be w i t h i n  the o r i g i n a l  conc e pt  of 

" Suns e t  R e v i e w "  for the f o l l o w i n g  reasons. A l t e r n a t e  syst em s  to 

tak e ove r  board f u n c t i o n s  are b o u n d  to be m o r e  c o s t l y  since the 

b o a r d s  are p r e s e n t l y  v o l u n t e e r .  A n y  n e w  s y s t e m  w i l l  pr o b a b l y  i n­

v o l v e  a n o t h e r  l ev e l  of full  or part time p e r s o n n e l  w h i c h  w i l l  add 

to b u r e a u c r a c y  and w i l l  m a k e  these p o s i t i o n s  political.

I d o  not t hink that the p r e s e n t  v e t e r i n a r y  b o a rd  is f u n c t i o n in g  

i n e f fi c i e n t l y ,  is "turf g u a r d i n g "  or is o t h e r w i s e  l im i t i n g  

c o m p e t i t i o n  in v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e .  T h e  m i n o r  p r o b l e m s  that do 

e xist c o u l d  be c o r r e c t e d  by s t a t u t o r y  chang e s , p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  in 

o c c u p a t i o n a l  licensing, i m p r o v e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  the d e p a r t­

ment, and c o r r e c t i o n  of f u n d i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Oo'iM
J o n  Thom a s,  D V M  

P r e s i d e n t , A S V M A
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D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
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C E N T R A L I Z E D  L I C E N S I N G  ACT



08.01.010 08.01.010

CHAPTEI 01. C E N T R A L I Z E D  L I C E N S I N G

S e c t i o n
10. A p p l i c a b i l i t y  cf c h a p t e r  70.
20. B o ar d o r g a n i z a t i o n
30. Q u o r u m  80.
40. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d p e r  d i e m  90.
50. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  of

d e p a r t m e n t  100.
60. A p p l i c a t i o n  for l i c e n s e

110.

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  of 
b oa rd s 

D e p a r t m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  
A p p l i c a b i l i t y  of the A d m i n­
ist r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act 

L i c e n s e  renewal, l apse and 
r e - i n s t a t e m e n t  

De f in i t i o n s

Sec. 08 .01.010. 
a p p l i e s  to the

A p p l i c a b i l i t y  of chap te r . Thir. ch a p t e r

(1) B o a r d  of P u b l i c  A c c ou nt an c y;
(2) B o a r d  of B a r b e r  Exami ne rs ;
(3) B oa rd  of E x a m i n e r s  in B a s i c  Scien ce , R ep ea le d  by Sec 6 

ch 32 S L A  1971;
(4) B o a r d  of C h i r o p r a c t i c  Exam i ne rs ;
(5) B o a rd  o f H a i r d r e s s i n g  an d B e a u t y  C u l t u r e  E xaminers;
(6) B o a rd  o f D s nt al  Exa mi ne r s;
(7) B o a rd  o f E l e c t r i c a l  Examiners;
(8) S t a t e  B oard o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  for A r ch i te ct s,  E n gi n e e r s  

and L an d Surveyors;
(9) S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board;
(10) B o ar d  o f Nutding;
(11) B o ar d  of E x am i ne rs  in O p to me tr y ;
(12) B o ar d  of Pharmacy;
v!3) Real E s t a t e  C om m i s s i o n ;
(14) B o ar d  of V e t e r i n a r y  Examiners;
(15) B o ar d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  E xaminers;
(16) C o l l e c t i o n  A g e n c y  Board;
(17) B o ar d  of W el ding E xaminers;
(18) B o ar d  of M arine Pilots. (sec 1 ch 59 S LA  1966; am

sec 2 c h  136 S L A  1967; a m  s e c 2 ch 101 S L A  1968; a m  sec 2 ch  143
S LA  1968; a m  s e c  2 ch  151 S L A  1968; am  sec 1 ch 106 S LA  1970; am
sec 6 c h  32 S L A  1971; a m  sec 3 c h  179 S LA  1972)

F C f e c t  of a m e n d m e n t s .-The 
1967 a m e n d m e n t  a dd e d p a r a g r a p h
(15) .

T h e  first 1968 amendment, 
e f f e c t i v e  M a y 1, 1968, a d de d 
p a r a g r a p h  (16).

T h e  s e c o n d  1968 a m e n d m e n t  
s u b s t i t u t e d  " V et e ri na ry "  for 
“V e t e r i n a r i a n "  in p a r a g r a p h  (14).

T he  t hird 1968 a m en dm en t  
a dd ed  p a r a g r a p h  (17).

T h e  1970 a m e n d m e n t  a dd ed  
p a r a g r a p h  (18).

T h e  1P71 a m e n d m a n t  r e p e a l e d  
p a r a g r a p h  (3).

E d i t o r ' s  n o t e . - S e c t i o n  2, 
ch. 59, S LA  1966, p r c vi de s:  "The
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  sh all 
p r o v i d e  for the o r d e r l y  tr a n s f e r

o f the s e rv ic e func ti on s  which 
a re  to be p e r f o r m e d  b y  the 
d e p a r t m e n t  u nd er  this chap te r ."

S e c t i o n  4, ch. 59, S L A 1966, 
p ro vi d es : "A p r o v i s i o n  in e x i s t­
ing law w h i c h  c o n f l i c t s  with 
this A ct  is s u p e r s e d e d  by this 
A c t ."

L e g i s l a t i v e  c om m i t t e e  report. 
F or  l eg is l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  r eport 
o n ch. 143, S L A 196B (HB 707), 
s ee  House J o u r n a l  (1968), p. 836.

F o r  r eport on ch. 32, SLA 
1971 (HB 111 a m ) , see 1971 House 
Journa l,  p. 138.

-1 -



08.01.020 A L A S K A  S T A T U T E S 08.01.070

Sec. 08.01.020. B oa r d o r ga ni z a t i o n .  U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o­
vided, all b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a re  a pp o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  a nd  serve 
at h is  p leasure. Unle ss  o t h e r w i s e  pr ovided, the g o v e r n o r  shall 
d e s i g n a t e  the c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  board, an d  a l l  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  shall 
be e l e c t e d  b y the b o a r d  membe rs .  (sec 1 c h  59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 08.01.030. Quorum. A m a j o r i t y  o f  tnc m e m b e r s h i p  of a 
b o a r d  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v id ed . (sec 1 ch 
59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 0 8. 01.040. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a nd  p e r  diem. A  b o a r d  m e m­
ber is e n t i t l e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ex p e n s e s  a n d  p e r d i e m  as set 
out in  AS 39.20.180. (sec 1 ch 59 S L A  1966)

»ec. 08.01.050. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  of de pa r t m e n t .  The 
D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m e r c e  s ha ll  p r o v i d e  the f o l l o w i n g  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  
and b u d g e t a r y  s e rv ic e s for t he  boards:

(1) c o l l e c t  fees a n d  i s su e receipts;
(2) m a i n t a i n  r e c or ds  a nd  files;
(3) i ssue a n d r e c e i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms;
(4) n o t i f y  a p p l i c a n t s  o f a c c e p t a n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n  of a p p l i­

cants as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the board;
(5) d e s i g n a t e  d a te s  e x a m i n a t i o n s  are to be h e ld  a nd  n o t if y 

a p p l i c a n t s ;
(6) p u b l i s h  n o ti ce  of exam i na ti on ;
(7) a r r a n g e  space for h o l d i n g  ex am in a t i o n s ;
(8) n o t i f y  a p p l ic an ts  of  re sults of e x a m in at io n s;
(9) issue lice ns e s and c e r t i f i c a t e s  o r  tempo ra r y licenses

or c e r t i f i c a t e s  as a u t h o r i z e d  b y the board;
(10) i ssue d u p l i c a t e  l i c e n s e s  or  c e r t i f i c a t e  u po n p roof of 

loss of the o r i g i n s’ and p a y m e n t  of a foe of  $2;
(11) n o ti fy  l i ce ns e es  o f r en ew al  d a t e s  at l east 30 days b e­

fore the e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e  of  t h e i r  licenses;
(12) c o m p i l e  a nd  m a i n t a i n  c u r r e n t  a re g i s t e r  of licenses;
(13) a n s w e r  r o ut in e inquiries;
(14) m a i n t a i n  files r e l a t i n g  to indi vi du a l licensees;
(15) a r r a n g e  for p r i n t i n g  a n d adv er ti s in g;
(16) p u r c h a s e  supplies;
(17) e m p l o y  s ec r e t a r i a l  h e lp  w h e n  needed;
(18) p e r f o r m  o th er  s e rv ic es  w h i c h  m a y be r eq u e s t e d  by the

board. (sec 1 c h  59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 08.01.060. A p p l i c a t i o n  for license. All ap p li c a t i o n s  
for e x a m  natio n  or l ic e n s i n g  to e n ga g e in the b u si n es s or p r o­
fession co v e r e d  by this c h a p t e r  shall be m a d e  in w r i t i n g  to the 
d e pa rt me n t.  (sec 1 ch 59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 08.01.070. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  of boards. Each board 
shall p e r f o r m  the f o l lo wi ng  d u t i e s  in a d d i t i o n  to those provided 
in its r e s p e c t i v e  law:

(1) k e e p  m i n u t e s  and r e c o r d s  of all pro ce e di ng s;
(2) hold a m i n i m u m  of o n e  m e e t i n g  e a c h  year;
(3) hold at  least o n e  e x a m i n a t i o n  e a c h  year;
(4) request, t h ro ug h  the dep ar tm e nt , in ve s ti g a t i o n  of v i o l a­

tions of its laws and regulations;
(5) p r e p a r e  and g r a d e  exam in at i on s;
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(6) pass on  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a p p l i c a n t s  for e x a m i n a t i o n  
and license;

(7) f o r wa rd  m i n u t e s  of m e e t i n g  to the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h i n  20
d ay s ;

(8) forward r es ul t s of e x a m i n a t i o n s  to the de pa rtment;
(9) n o t i f y  the d e p a r t m e n t  of  m e e t i n g s  d a t e s  at l ea st  15 days 

b e f o r e  meeting. (sec 1 ch 59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 08.01.080. D e p a r t m e n t  re gu la t i o n s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
s hall a do pt  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  o u t  the p u r p o s e s  of t hi s  ch a p t e r  
i n c l u d i n g  b ut  n ot  l i m it ed  to  d e s c r i b i n g

(1) ho w an e x a m i n a t i o n  is to  b e c onducted;
(2) w h a t  is c o n t a i n e d  in a p p l i c a t i o n  forms;
(3) ho w a p e r s o n  ap p l i e s  f or  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  license.

(sec 1 ch 59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 08.01.090. A p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o­
ce d u r e  Act. The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 44.62) a p pl ie s 
to r e g u l a t i o n s  and p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  this c h a pt e r.  (sec 1 ch 
59 S L A  1966)

Sec. 08.01.100. L i c en se  renew al ,  l ap se  a nd  r e in st at e m e n t .
(a) All lice n se s shall be r e n e w e d  b i e n n i a l l y  on  the d a t e s  set 
by the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of  the r e s p e c t i v e  board.

(b! A  r egistration, licens e , p e r m i t  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  r e qu ir i ng  
r e n e wa l to co n t i n u e  e f f e c t i v e  m u s t  be r e n e w e d  on  or  b e f o r e  the
d at e s et  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  o r it w i l l  lapse. A  p e n a l t y  of $10
shall b e  c h a r g e d  in a dd i t i o n  to a l l d e l i n q u e n t  renew al  fees for 
r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of a r e gi st r at io n,  license, p e r m i t  or  c e r t i f i c a t e  
w h i c h  r e m ai ns  la psed for m o r e  than 60 days. (sec 1 ch 59 SLA
1966; an sec 2 ch 94 S L A  1968)

E ff ec t  of a m e n d m e n t . - T h e  a n d  a d d e d  s u b s e c t i o n  (b).
1968 a me n d m e n t  d c s i q n e d  the 
f ormer secti o n as s u b s e c t i o n  (a)

Sec. 08.01.110. D ef in itions. In this c h a pt er

(1) "board" inclu d es  the b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s  listed in 
sec 10 of this chapter;

(2) "de p ar tm en t " m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Comme rc e . (sec 1 
ch 59 SL A  1966)
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C HA PTER 90. V ETERIKARIAKS

Ar t icle

1. Board of Ve t e r i n a r y  Examiners (Secs 08 . 98 . 01 0  - 08.98.100)

2. L i c e n s i n g  (Secs 08.98.120 - 08.98.210)

3. E n forcement (Sec. 08.98.230)

A. G e n er a l P r ovisions (Sec 08.98.250)

A R T I C L E  1. BOARD OF V E T E R IN A RY  EXAMINERS

Section Sec tion

10. C re a ti o n and m e m be r sh i p of 60. Board regulations

board 70. Duti e s of the department

20. A pp o in t me n t and term of office 80. Depar t me n t regulations

30. Executive secretary of board 90. A p p l i ca b il i ty  of the A d m i n i s t r a­

40. Board me e ti n gs tive Procedure Act

50. Duti e s of the board 100. Compen sa t io n

Sec. 08.98.010. C R EATION AND M E M B E RS H IP  OF T'ARD. There is a Board of 

Ve t e r i n a r y  Examiners. It consists of three licensed ve terinarians. (Sec 1 

ch 91 SLA 1963; am sec 1 ch 94 SLA 1966)

Effect of amendment. - The 1966 tlce of vet e ri n ar y  m e di c i n e  in the

a me ndment substituted "Veterinary" state for at least 12 m o n t h s  imncdl-

for " V eterinarian" in the first sen- a t e l y  p r eceding the e ff ective date

tence. of this Act."

Editor's note. - Section 2, ch S e ction 3, ch. 91, SLA 1963,

91, SLA 1963, statoa: "A person is on- states: "The go v ernor m a y  appoint to

titled to a license under AS 08.98 with- board unlicensed veterin a ri a ns  who 

out e x a mi n at i on  w ho  has been graduated have practiced v e t e r in a ry  medicine,

from an approved school of v e terinary surRcry, or de nt i st r y in this state

medicine, surgery, or dentistry, who for at least the tuo years preceding

a p pl l uB  and pays a fee of $10, and who July 1, 1963, until at least three 

has c o nt i nu o us l y engaged in the orac- veterin ar i an s  arc licensed."

Sec. 08.98.020. A P P O IN T ME N T A N D TERM O F  OFFICE. The governor shall 

appoint the m em bers of the board, with the co n firmation of the legislature, 

for terms of four yoars, or until their nuccossors arc appointed. A m ember 

nerves nt the pleasure of the governor. The first m e m be r s shall be Initially 

appointed for tuo, three and four-year terms. (Sec 1 eh 91 SLA 1963)

Sec. 08.98.030. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF BOARD, The commissioner of

co m m e r c e  is the executive secretary of the board. (Sec 1 c h  91 SLA 1963)

Sec. 08.98.040. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall hold a regular annual 

mooring. The board m ay  hold special meet Inga at the call of the chairman 

w it h  prior approval of the governor. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963)

Sec. 08.98.050. DUTIES OP THE BOARD. The board shall

(1) pass on q ualifications of a pp licants for licenses and lnnue licenses

to chose who qualify;

(2) prepare and grade examinations, provided that the hoard may use 

examinations prepared by the National Board of Vctorinary Examiners;

(3) aft e r hearing, have the authority to SMspand or revokn the license 

of a licensed veterinarian who
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(A) o bt ained his l ic ense by fraud, m i s re p re s en t at i on ,  or deception;

(B) is chron ic a ll y  d r u n k  or is a d r u g  addict;

(C) m a k e  v truthful statements ab ou t  his profes s io n al  ability, to 

solicit business;

(D) d i st r ib u te s  a lc o ho l  or dr ug s  exce p t as required b y  the p r actice 

of v et e r i n a r y  medicine, surgery, or dentistry;

(E) in his profession.-! capacity, c on ducts h i mself in a way that 

indicates he is not a co m petent veterinarian;

(Fj is convicted of a felony or any cri m e involving m o r a l  tur p i­

tude;

(G) falsifies an o f ficial state or federal c e r ti f ic a te  r e lating to 

v e t e r in a ry  m edicine. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963; am sec 2 c h  96 SLA 1966; a m  sec 

r h  54 SLA 1967)

Effect of amendments. - T he  1966 The 1967 am e nd m en t  added paragraph

a me n dm e nt  added the proviso at the (3) (G).

end o f  p ar agraph (2).

Sec. 08.98.060. BOARD REGULATIONS, (a) The board shall ad o pt  p r ocedural 

regulations des c ri b in g  hov a perso n  appl lc B  for and take a n  exami n at i on  under 

this chapter.

(b) The board shall adopt substantive regu l at i on s

(1) de f in i ng  cond u ct  which, if engi ged ir\ by a veterinarian, is 

evidence of incompetence;

(2) s p ecifying approved schools und e r sec 170(1) of this chapter;

(3) specifying the subject matte r  to be c ov ered In a n  examination 

for veterinarians. (Sec 1 c h  91 SIA 1963)

Sec. 08.98.070. D U TI E S  O F  T H E DEPARTMF.NT. T h e depa r tm e nt  shall furniah 

the board wi t h adm ln l nt r at i ve  services, including r e nting apace for holding 

examinations, printing and mail in g  licenses, sending notices, before D e c­

ember 1 of each year, that licenses must be renewed, co l l e c t i n g  fees and 
Issuing receipts, keeping n current register of llcenneoo, omploylng se c r e t a r­

ial assistants, replying to routine requests for information, printing forma 

and informational bulletins, typing all mat t er  t be reproduced, main ta i ni n g 

r ecords and completed e x a m i n e t i o n n , and ke e ping r ec ords of receipt's and d i s­

bursements. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963; am aec 3 ch 94 SLA 1966)

Effect of amendment. - The 1966 p ri nting examina t io n s"  following

a m endment deleted "proctoring examinations, "holding ex a mi n ations."

Sec. 08.98.080. DF.’ARTMENT  REGULATIONS. T h e  d e partment shall adopt 

procedural re gulations n ec essary to carry out the d u ti e s  imposed on it by nee 

70 oi this chapter, (Sue 1 ch 91 SLA 1963)

Sac. Ob'.vti.Ovo. A 1 > r D C a s l M r i  OF TiiST®V.T?fIuY;iATiVi'. Pdv.ttiSSltRE ACT. Tt.r 

A d m in i st r at i ve  Procedure Act (AS 44.62) n p plloa to re g ulations and proceedings 

un d er  this chapter. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963)
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Sec. 08.98.100. COMPENSATION. Me m bers of Che board are eiidtled Co 

per d i e m  allo wa n ce s  and cransporcaclon expenses all wed by l aw  and paid 

me m b e r s  of oc h er  scace examining boards. (Sec 1 ch 91 S L A  1963)

A R TI C LE  2. L I CENSING 

Serclon Section

120. L i ce n se  required 170. Q u a l i f i c a d o n  for examlnaclon

130. E x amlnaclon 180. T e m p o ra r y license

160. Co n CenC of e xamlnaclon 190. Fees

150. A d m l n l s c r a d o n  of examlnaclon 200. R elnscacemenC of lapsed license

180. Re-exaralnacion 210. 0.ut-of-sttte v ec e rl n ar i an

Sec. 08.98.120. LICEN S E REQUIRED. No person m a y p r ac t ic e  vece ri n ar y  

medicine, surgery, or d e n d s c r y  unless he Is licensed und e r Chls chapter.

(Sec ch 91 SLA 1963)

Sec. 08.98.130. EXAMINATION. A  per s on  who passes the exami n at i on  given 

b y  the board is entitled to be licensed as a v eterinarian. (Sec 1 c h  91 SLA 

1563)

Sec. 08.98.160. CONTE N T OF EXAMINATION. Th e  exami na t io n  shall be In 

v e t e r in a ry  anatomy, surgery, m e dlci" , obstetrics, pathology, chemistry, 

diagnosis, rajterln medlca, thernpeu.xcs, physiology, sanitary medicine, d e n t­

istry, and other scientific subjects related to the practice of v et erinary 

m ed icine, surjery, and dentistry. (Sec 1 c h  91 S L A  1963)

Sec 08.98.150. ADMI NI S TR A TI O N O F  EXAMINATION. The board shall offer 

e xamin at i on s  at least o nc e  a year. Exrmlnatlona shall be so administered 

that, whenever possible, one who grades a w r i tt e n exami n at i on  d o e s  not know 

w ho s e paper ho Is grading. (Sec 1 rh 91 SLA 1963; am sec 6 ch 96 SLA 1966)

Effect of amendment. - The 1966 former laBt sentence, w h i c h  por- 

n m endment Inserted "whenever possible" tatned to the filing and Inspection

In the second sentence and delated the of e x amination papers.

Sec. 08.98.160. RE-EXAMINATION. A person who falls an examination may 

a pp l y for a subsequent examination, but shall pay the e xa m in a ti o n fee each 

time he applies. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963)

Sec. 08.98.170. QUALIFIC A TI O N FOR EXAMINATION. A person is entitled 

to take the ex a mination who

(1) w a s  graduated from a school of v o t o rl n nr y  m ed i c i n e  approved by the 

b o a r d ;

(2) Repealed by re.: 25 ch 265 SLA i970.

(3) has completed application forms and returned them to the board;

(6) 1ms paid the fee specified In sec 190 of this chapter;

(5) has not ho! a ve t erinarian license revoked for ca us e  In another

jurisdiction;

(6) Is of good moral character. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 196.1; n m  secs 5, 6 ch 

96 SLA 1966; nm sec 25 rh 265 S1A 1970)

08.98.100 08.98.170

-P



0 8. 9 8. 1 00

■ - , - •
Effect of amendment. - The 1S66 

am e ndment d e l e te d  " e xamination" p re­

ced i n g  " fe e” In par agraph (A) and 

added par a gr p ah  (6).

Effect of amendment. - The 1970 

am en d me n t r ep e al e d p a r a gr a ph  (2).

Le g is l a t i v e  c om m lt t e report. - 

C h ap t er  2AS, S LA  1970 (HCSSB 399 am 

H), w a s  Identical to CS H B 406 (Jud.) 

For report o n  C S H B  406 (Jud.), see 

1970 Hou s e J o u rn a l Supplement No. 6.

08.98.210

Sec. 03.98.180. Tf MP O EA R Y LICENSE. A  person w h o  m e e t s  the r e quirements 

of sec 1 7 0  of this c h ap t er  Is entitled to be licensed. A  license Issued 

under this s ec t io n  1b  va l id  until the results of the e x am i na t io n  following 

the Issuance of the license are published. No per so n  m a y r e c ei v e m o r e  chan 

o ne  license under this section. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963; am sec 7 c h  94 SLA 

1966)

Eff e ct  of amendment. - The 1966 

a me n dm e nt  s ubstituted "sec 170" for 

"sec 170(1) and (2)" In the first sen­

tence, d el eted "who has completed 

a pp l ic a t i o n  forms and returned them 

to the board, and who has paid the

temporary lice n se  fee" following 

" ch apter" in such sentence, and d e­

leted Che former second sentence, 

w hi c h  p e rtained to w ai v e r  b y  the 

board of the requir em e nt s  o f  secs 

170(3) and (4) of this chapter.

Sec. 08.98.190. FEES, 

chapter w h e n  applicable:

The following fees shall be Imposed under this

(1) e xa mination fee  ......................   $25

(2) r ec iprocity f e e ....................................  25

(3) Initial license f e e ...............  25

(4) olcnnlnl renewal .................................................  SO

(5) temporary license ............................   10

(Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963; a m  sec 1 ch 53 SLA 1968)

Effect of amendment. - The 1968 

amendment re w rote this section.

Sec. 08.98.200. R E I N S TA T EM E NT  O F  LAPSED LICENSE. A  person wn o s e  lic­

ense has lapsed Is entitled to have his lice ns e  reinstated with ou t  taking 

an exami n at i on  unl es s  his license has remained lapsed more than five years. 

(Sec 1 ch 91 SLA 1963; a m  sec 2 ch 53 SLA 1968)

Effect of amendment. - T h e  1968 

amendment rewrote this section.

Sec. O H . 98.210. O U T- O F- S TA T E VETERINARIAN. A ve t er i na r ia n  In Rood 

standing In a vete r in a ry  asso c ia t io n  of a no ther state or territory or the 

District of C o lu m bi a  wh i c h  llcenBoa v e t e ri n ar i an s  to practice v e terinary 

m ed i c i n e  m a y  be licensed wi t hout e xa mination and ot he r wi s e u p o n  s ubstantially 

the same terms and con d it i on s  as nro fixed In the J u r i s di c ti o n from wh ic h  he

hna come for the licensure of a vote<i n ar l an  from this state. As a p r e­

requisite to llcnuaure the board shall require n v e t e r i n a r i a n  lo take and pans

an examination, unlass the applicant has

(1) isacd a state v e te r in a ri a n examination;

(2) engaged In the act iv e  practice of ve t e r i n a r y  m od l e l n s  for at least 

five out of the p r evious noven years before fll i nR  the a p p l ic a ti o n ex c lu d in g
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tine spent In the m i li t a r y  s e rvice of the United States;

(3) graduated froo a n  accredited school of v e t e r i n a r y  medicine;

(4) m e t  the cha r ac t er  requir e me n ts  e s tablished by the board. (Sec 1 

c h  91 SLA 1963; a m  sec 8 c h  94 SLA 1966; a m  sec 2 c h  54 S L A  1967)

Effe ct  of amendments. - T h e  1966 The 1967 ame n dm e nt  a l so  r ew rote

am e nd m en t  rewrote this section. this section.

A R T I C L E  3. E NFORCEMENT

S e ct i on

230. In junction

Sec. 08.98.230. INJUNCTION. When it a p p ea r s that a perso n  h as  engaged 

In or is about to engage in a n  act c o n s t i tu t in g  a  v i o l a t i o n  of sec 1 20  of 

this chapter, the board, through Its ex e cu t iv e  secretary, shall br in g  an 

acti o n in the superior court to enjoin the act and to e n fo r ce  c o m pl i an c e 

w i t h  sec 120 of this chapter. (Sec 1 c h  91 SLA 1963)

AR T I C L E  4. C EN E RA L  PROVISIONS.

Section

250. D e fi n it i on s

Sec. 08.98.250. DE F INITIONS. In this chapter

(1) a person who p ra ctices v e te r i n a r y  med i ci n e,  surgery, or d e n t i st r y 

Is o n e  w h o  d oc s  any of the following:

(A) appends to his name a title or a bb r ev i at i on  ind i ca t in g  to the 

public that he la a veterinarian;

(B) for compensation, d i agnoses or treats di s eases, Injuries, or 

d ef o rm i ti e s of d om esticated animals;

(C) holds himself out to the public as one who d i a g no s es  or treats 

d is eases, Injuries, or d e f o rm i ti e s of domesti c at e d animals;

(D) m ai ntains premises for receiving, examining, and treating a 

domest i ca t ed  animal for compensation;

(2) "board" m e a n s  the Board of Vete r in a ry  Examiners;

(3) " de partment" m e a n s  the Department o r Contncrce. (Sec 1 ch 91 SLA

1963)

Editor's note* - In light of the E d itor's note. - "Veterin a ri a n"  

1966 a me ndment of A S  D8.9R.010, It has b e en  changed to " v e t e r i na r y"  tn

a pne n rs  that "Board of V e t e ri n ar i an  pa r agraph (2) of this secti o n as set

Examiners" In paragraph (2) of this out above. Editor's no t e In orlg-

aectlon should read "Board of Ve t - Inal Bhould be disregarded,
erlnarv Examiners.
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Effective 3/27/71, Register 37 12 AAC 69.010
12 AAC 68.040

T I T L E  12. P R O F E S S I O N A L  A N D  V O C A T I O N A L  R E G U L A T I O N S  

C H A P T E R  68. B O A R D  OF V E T E R I N A R Y  E X A M I N E R S

A r t i c l e
1. E x a m i n a t i o n s  (12 A A C  68.010 - 12 A A C  68.040)
2. E v i d e n c e  of  In co m p e t e n c e  (12 A A C  6 8 .0 50  - 12 A A C  68.120)

S e c t i o n
10. A p p l i c a t i o n s
20. T i m e  and P l a c e  of E x a m i n a t i o n s  
30. N o t i f i c a t i o n s  of A p p l i c a n t s  
40. A p p l i c a t i o n s  for L i c en s e

12 A A C 68.010. A P P L I C A T I O N S .  (a) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for 
e x a m i n a t i o n  to p r a c t i c e  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  surgery, o r d e n t i s t r y  
s h a l l  be m ad e in w r i t i n g  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  o n  a form 
p r e s c r i b e d  a n d  f ur n i s h e d  b y the D e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  fee r e q u i r e d  by 
A S  08 . 9 8 . 1 9 0  s ha ll  a c c o m p a n y  the a p p l i c a t i o n  form.

(b) A n  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  be r e q u i r e d  to f u r n i s h  o t h e r  i n f o r m a­
tion to d e m o n s t r a t e  th at  he m e e t s  the m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of 
A S  08.98.170.

(c) A n a p p l i c a t i o n  for e x a m i n a t i o n  m u s t  be p o s t m a r k e d  no 
l at e r t h a n 60 d a ys  b e f o r e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  date. (Eff. 3/27/71, 
R e g i s t e r  37 )

A ut h o r i t y :  AS  0 8 .9 8. 06 0 (a )
A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 7 0

12 A A C  68.020. T I M E  A ND  P L AC E OF  E X A M I N A T I O N .  (a) Th e 
time and p la c e of the e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  be p u b l i s h e d  b y  a ll  m a j o r  
n e ws pa pe r s,  in the S ta te  of Al a ska, at l east s i x m o n t h s  b e fo re  
the e x a m i n a t i o n  date.

(b) The D e p a r t m e n t  of Co m m e r c e  w i l l  a r r a n g e  for s pa c e in 
w h i c h  the e x a m i n a t i o n  is given. (Eff. 3/27/71, R e g i s t e r  37______)

A u t h or it y:  A S  0 8 .9 8. 0 60 (a )
AS 08 .9 8 . 0 7 0

12 AAC 68.030. N O T I F I C A T I O N  OF A P P L I C A N T S .  (a) All 
a p p l i c a n t s  w il l be n o t i f i e d  in w r i t i n g  o f the time a n d p l ac e of 
the e x a m i n a t i o n  by the D ep a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  at l e ast 10 days 
b e f o r e  the exam in at i on .

(b) A n  a p p l i c a n t  will be a d v i s e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of his 
g r a d e  in w r i ti ng  no later than 60 d ay s f o l l o w i n g  the g r a d i n g  of 
the e x a m i n a t i o n  by the Board. (Eff. 3/27/71, R e g i s t e r  37 )

A u t h o r i t y :  AS  08.9 8. 0 60 (a )

12 A A C 68.040. A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  LICEN SE .  A n a p p l i c a t i o n  for 
a l i ce ns e  is incl ud e d on  the s a m e form u se d for the a p p l i c a t i o n
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Effective 3/27/71, Register 37 12 A A C  68.0 40  
12 A A C  68.070

B O A R D  OF V E T E R I N A R Y  E X A M I N E R S

for e x a m i n a t i o n .  S pace is p r o v i d e d  o n  the f o r m  to i nd i c a t e  
w h e t h e r  l ic e n s i n g  w i l l  be b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  or b y  w a i v e r  of  
e x a m i n a t i o n .  (Eff. 3/27/71, R e g i s t e r  37 )

S e c t i o n  
50. E v i d e n c e  of In co m p e t e n c e  
60. A p p r o v e d  S ch oo ls  
70. C o n f l i c t  of I nt er es t  
80. T r e a t m e n t  of P a t ie nt s 
90. C e r t i f i c a t e  of H e al th  

100. C o n f i d e n t i a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p  
110. T e s t i m o n i a l s  
120. S o l i c i t i n g

12 A A C  68.050. E V I D E N C E  OF  I N C OM PE TE N CE . T he  fo l l o w i n g  
c o n d u c t  is c o n s i d e r e d  ev i d e n c e  of i n c o m p e t e n c e  of an a p pl ic a nt :

(1) a j u d ge m en t of i n s a n i t y  by  a c o m p e t e n t  court;

(2) a c o n v i c t i o n  of a v i o l a t i o n  o f  a f e d e r a l  or s t a t e  l aw  
r e l a t i n g  to n a r c o t i c  d r u g s ;

(3) A  c o n v i c t i o n  o f m a l p r a c t i c e  in v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  
s u r g e r y  or d e n ti st r y.  (Eff. 3/27/71, R eg i s t e r  37 )

12 A A C  68.060. A P P R O V E D  SCHOOLS. A  schoo l of  v e t e r i n a r y  
m e d i c i n e  t h at  is r e c o g n i z e d  an d a p p r o v e d  by  the A m e r i c a n  
V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  is a p p r o v e d  by the Bo a rd.*
(Eff. 3/27 / 71 , R e g i s t e r  37 )

12 A A C  68.070. C O N F L I C T  OF INTEREST. It is u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o r e p r e s e n t  c o n f l i c t i n g  i nterest, e xc ep t by e x p r e s s  c o n s e n t  of 

alJ c o n c e r n e d ,  g i ve n a f te r a full d i s c l o s u r e  of the facts. A 
c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  results w h e n  a v e t e r i n a r i a n  is e m p l o y e d  by 
a b u y e r  to i n s p e c t  a n  a n im a l for so u n d n e s s  or o t h e r  reason, and 
he a c c e p t s  a fee f ro m the seller. A c c e p u n c r  of a fee f r om  both 
the b u y e r  a n d  the s e ll er  is e v i d e n c e  of u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  
for the p u r p o s e s  of A S  08.98.050. (Eff. j/27/71, R e g i s t e r  37

Au t h o r i t y :  A S  0 8 . 9 3 . 0 6 0
A S  0 8. 9 8 . 2 1 0

A R T I C L E  2. E V I D E N C E  O F  I N C O M P E T E N C E

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  0 8 . 98 .0 6 0

A u t h or it y:  A S 0 8 . 9 8 . b) (2)

A u t h or it v:  A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 5 0 ( 3 ) (E)
A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 ( b ) (1)

*A l i s t of a p p r o v e d  shco ol s m a y  bo o b t a i n e d  from the A m e r i c a n  
V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i a l  As s oc i a t i o n .



Effective 3/27/71, Register 37 12 pj^c 68.080

12 A A C  68.120

B O A R D  OF V E T E R I N A R Y  E X A M I N E R S

12 A A C  68.080. T R E A T M E N T  OF PATIE NT S.  A  l i c e n s e d  V e t e r i n a r i a n  
s h a l l  e x o r c i s e  the d e g r e e  of care, skill an d d i l i g e n c e  in t r ea ti n g 
p a t i e n t s  that is o r d i n a r i l y  u s ed  in the same or  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
by a v e r a g e  m e m b e r s  of the v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  in the 
c o m m u n i t y  in w h i c h  he p r a c t i c e s . F a il u re  to c o m p l y  w i t h  this 
s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  i nc o mp e t e n c e  for the p u r p o s e  of A S 0 8 . 9 8. 05 0
(3),E). (Eff. 3/27/71, R e g i s t e r  37 )

A u t h or it y:  A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 5 0 ( 3 ) (E)
A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 ( b ) (1)

12 A A C  68.090. C E R T I F I C A T E  OF HEALTH. N o l i c e n s e d  v e t­
e r i n a r i a n  m a y  i ss ue  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of h e a l t h  for an a n i m a l  un less 
he p e r f o r m s  the i n s p e c t i o n  a n d the a p p r o p r i a t e  tests it  required. 
(Eff. 3/27/71, R e g i s t e r  37 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 5 0 ( 3 ) (E)
A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 ( b ) (1)

12 A A C 68.100. C O N F I D E N T I A L  R E L A T I O N S H I P .  A li c e n s e d  
v e t e r i n a r i a n  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  pe r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  a n d  his cl i ent, or his c l i e n t ' s  a u t h o r i z e d  agent. 
(Eff. 3/2 7/71, R e g i s t e r  37______ )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  0 8.98 .050 (3) (E)
A S  0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 ( b ) (1)

12 A A C  68.110. T E S TI M ON IA LS .  No l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n  m a y 
w r i t e  t e s t i m o n i a l s  e n d o r s i n g  p r o p r i e t a r y  r emedies, i n s tr um en t s,  
e q u i p m e n t  o r food e x c e p t  t h a t repo r ts  of the r es ul t s o f  p r o p e r l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  e x p e r i m e n t s  or c l i n i c a l  s t ud i es  are p e r m i t t e d  if 
g i v e n  p u b l i c i t y  t hr ou g h s c i e n t i f i c  j o ur na ls  or meet i ng s.
(Eff. 3/27/71, R e gi st er  37 )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 5 0 ( 3 ) (E)
A S 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 ( b ) (1)

12 A A C  68.120. SO L ICITING. (a) No m e m b e r  of the v e t e r i n a r y  
p r o f e s s i o n  ma y  u t i l i z e  the s er v i c e s  of solic it or s . No licensed 
v e t e r i n a r i a n  m ay  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a r r a n g e m e n t s  w h i c h  s h a r e  t'.ie 
p ro c e e d s  from p r o f e s s i o n a l  s er v ic es  w i th  i n d iv id u al s w h o  may 
have b e e n  i ns tr u m e n t a l  in h is  h av in g  b o on  s c l e c t o d  to p e r f o r m  the 
p a r t i c u l a r  service.

(b) A  lice ns ed  v e t e r i n a r i a n  3hall a v o i d  the i mp r o p r i e t y  of
e m p l o y i n g  q u e s t i o n a b l e  m e t h o d s  to a t t r a c t  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  or
c la im  to p o s s e s s  s u p e r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  or skill in the t r e at m en t or 
p r e v e n t i o n  of a disease. (Eff. 3/27/71, R eg i s t e r  37______ )

A u t h or it y:  As 0 8 . 9 8 .G j 0 ( 3 ) (E)
A S 0 8 . 9 8 . 0 6 0 ( b ) (1)
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STATE OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 

POUCH D 

J u n e a u , Alaska 99811

PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING A LICENSE TO PRACTICE VETERINARY MEDICINE IN ALASKA.

The Alaska Statutes state that no person may practice veterinary medicine, 

surgery or dentistry in the State without first obtaining an Alaska license. 

(Reference: Alaska Statutes 08.98.120)

EXAMINATION: The following documents must be on file before your application

for examination will be considered;

1. Completed, notarized application, which must be accompanied b y ;

(a) Certified copy of veterinary college diploma, or 

certified letter from college attesting to success­

ful graduation.

(b) The four attached reference letters must be completed 

and notarized by the references listed on your appli­

cation and they must be submitted with your appli­

cation.

(c) F e e s :

(d) A letter of recommendation, if applicable, from a state 

association, a local association and three veterinarians 

attesting to your skills. (New graduates are exempt)

(e) Resume and reason for seeking licensure in Alaska.

2. The attached "verification of license" form must be completed by 

each state in which you have been licensed and then forwarded 

directly to this o f f i c e . (Two are attached)

TEMPORARY LICEN S E : If you wish to practice in the State while waiting for

the next examination held by the Board of Veterinary Examiners, you may apply 

for a temporary license by submitting ALL THE ABOVE ITEMS AND THE $10.00 

TEMPORARY LICENSE FEE.

LICENSURE BY WAIVER OF E X A M I N A T I O N . The following documents must be on file 

before your application for licensure by waiver of examination will be c on­

sidered:

1. Completed, notarized application, which must be accompanied b y :

1. $25.00 examination

2. $25.00 initial license fee, which must be

submitted before you r  license will be issued 

and may be submitted with your application.

(a) Certified copy of veterinary college diploma, or 

certified letter from the college attesting to 

successful graduation.

./



(b) The four attached reference letters must be completed and notarized 

by the references listed on your application, and they must be sub­

mitted with your application.

(c) Certified evidence of having been engaged in the active practice of 

veterinary medicine for five out of the previous seven years, excluding 

military service, before date of application. Notarized statements may 

be provided by previous employers or by character reference. Evidence 

must be submitted with your application (Statements of licensure only 

for the period of time are not sufficient evidence of active practice).

(d) A report of the scores you obtained in the P.E.S. examination. THESE 

SCORES MUST BE REPORTED FROM THE INTERSTATE REPORTING SERVICE OF THE 

PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION SERVICE, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK,

NEW YORK 10027.

(e) A letter of recommendation from three veterinarians attesting to your 

skills, and, if applicable, a letter from a State association and a 

local association.

(f) Fees:

(1) $25.00 waiver of examination fee

(2) $25.00 initial license fee, which must be submitted before 

your license will be issued and may be submitted with your 

application.

2 The attached "verification of license" forms must be completed by each state 

in which you have been licensed and then forwarded directly to this office 

(Two are attached).

3. Certified evidence of the successful completion of a State veterinary ex a m i­

nation must be submitted directly to this office.

FOREIGN G R A D U A T E S : A foreign graduate of veterinary medicine must have taken and 

passed the Education Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates (E.C.F.V.G.) 

examination. A certified copy of the E.C.F.V.G. certificate must be submitted with 

the application.

PLEASE NOTE: YOUR APPLICATION AND CREDENTIALS WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU IF THEY ARE

INCOMPLETE.

YOUR APPLICATION AND kEFERENCE LETTERS MUST BE NOTARIZED AND ALL 

COPIES OF DOCUMENTS MUST BE CERTIFIED TO BE TRUE COPIES OF THE 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 

POUCH "D"
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

APPLICATION FOR VETERINARY LICENSURE

I hereby apply for a license to practice veterinary medicine, surgery, and 
dentistry in the State of Alaska by EXAMINATION ( ), by WAIVER OF EXAMINATION ( ) 

THIS APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED IN FULL. If any section does not apply, 
the applicant will so indicate in the space provided.

Name
(Name in full, including middle name)

Mailing Address

Place and Date of Birth Age
Z i p  C o d e

Educational Status: 

High School
Name and location date graduated

College or University
Name and location degree received, ii any

School of Veterinary Medicine
Name and location dates attended

Diploma received date of diploma

Professional Status: I am a member in good standing in the following Veterinary
Medical Associations:

1. ____________________
Najiie Location

2 .      ̂ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name Location

3.__________ _____________________  _______________ ________________________________
Name Location

Occupational Status: List positions you have held for the past seven years only.

1.     ........
Name of employer Address Position held

Dates of employment

0 8 - 4  5 7



Dates of employment

Name ot employer Address Position held

Dates of employment

been licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the following states:

State Board Certificate number Date of issue Certificate current?

State Board Certificate number Date of issue Certificate current?

State Board Certificate number Date of issue Certificate current?

>ur references who have knowledge of your character and professional abilities.

Name Address Z i p  C o d e

Name Address TT!;: doTTe

Name Address Z i p  C o d e

Name Address

Make any additional statement you may deem of value to the board:

If granted a license 1 will be governed by the rules and regulations of the Alaska 
State hoard of Veterinary Examiners, and will at all times observe and abide by the 
Code of Ethics adopted by the Board.

Signature of Applicant

Date

Subscribed and sworn before me, a notary public in and for the State of 
this___________day of , 19

FJcYary

SEAL My commission expires



POUCH D —  JUNEAU 99801 
PHONE 4 6 5 - 2 5 4 4

This certifies that I have been personally acquainted

WITH _____________________________  OF  ,

FOR _______  YEARS AND THAT I KNOW HIM/HER TO BE OF GOOD MORAL

CHARACTER/ NOT ADDICTED TO THE USE OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS OR 

INTEMPERANCE AND I HEREBY RECOMMEND HIM/HER TO THE BOARD OF

__________________________________________  of A l a s k a as e n t i r e l y

WORTHY TO BE LICENSED TO PRACTICE __________________________  IN

Al a s k a p u r s u a n t to l a w ,

Na m e : __________________________________________________

CERTIFICATE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER

Ad d r e s s :

Su b s c r i b e d and s w o r n to b e f o r e me this ___________ d a y

o f ___________________________ / 19  ,

No t a r y Pu b l i c

M y  c o m m i s s i o n e x p i r e s __________________________

SEAL

i 0 8 - 4 3 1



CERTIFICATE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER

DEPARTMENT OF € 0
a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  „„ 

D iv is io n o f  o c a m m t  C f m m POUCH D  — JUNEAI' 9980/ 
PHONE 4 6 5 - 2 5 4  4

This certifies that I have been personally acquainted

WITH ______________________________ OF  ,

FOR _______  YEARS AND THAT I KNOW HIM/HER TO BE OF GOOD MORAL

CHARACTER/ NOT ADDICTED TO THE USE OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS OR 

INTEMPERANCE AND I HEREBY RECOMMEND HIM/HER TO THE BOARD OF

___________________________________________ of A l a s k a as e n t i r e l y

WORTHY TO BE LICENSED TO PRACTICE___________________________ IN

Al a s k a p u r s u a n t to l a w ,

Na m e : __________________________________________________

Ad d r e s s : _______________________________________________

Su b s c r i b e d and s w o r n to b e f o r e me th i s ____________d a y

o f ___________________________ / 1 9 ______,

No t a r y Pu b l i c

M y  c o m m i s s i o n e x p i r e s __________________________

SEAL

0 8 - 4 3 1



V E R I F I C A T I O N  O F  L I C E N S U R E

I a m  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  to p r a c t i c e  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e  in 

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r - y  E x a m i n e r s  

r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  f o r m  b ” c o m p l e t e d  b y  e a c h  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  

I h o l d  o r  h a v e  h e l d  l i c e n s e s .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f o r m  a n d  r e t u r n  

i t  t o :

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  

D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  

P o u c h  D

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

F u l l  N a m e  o f  A p p l i c a n t

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s

C i t y  S t a t e  Z i p  C o d e

P L E A S E  D O  N O T  D E T A C H

I, _________________________________________________ c e r t i f y  t h a t _______________________________

S e c r e t a r y  o f  B o a r d  N a m e  o f  A p p l i c a n t

h o l d s  l i c e n s e  n u m b e r  ___________ i s s u e d  o n __  19_^_ b y  ( e x a m i n a t i o n )

( r e c i p r o c i t y ) ( e n d o r s e m e n t ) . T h i s  a p p l i c a n t ' s  l i c e n s e  h a s  nev.jr b e e n

r e v o k e d  a n d  is c u r r e n t  a n d  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h i s  b o a r d .

I n  t e s t i m o n y  w h e r e o f  w i t n e s s  m y  h a n d  a n d  s e a l .

S i g n e d

( V o i d  w i t h o u t  S e a l )  D e s i g n a t e  N a m e  o f  B o a r d

A d d r e s s

C i t y  S t a t e  Z i p  C o d e

C o m m e n t s :

0 8 - 4 6 9  R e v ,  1 1 / 7 2
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