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Mr.  Speaker :

The Committee on S', ~ V. ' .’A 1  has had_________________ >______________________

Re q u e s t i n g  the Departm ent of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Public F a c i l i t i e s  to 
examine and report on the f eas ibility of c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a roa d bwtrwoen 
Wales and Tin City.

under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a m a j o r i t y  o f  the commi ttee)  ( the  commi ttee)  
re po r t s  i t  back w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  recommendat ions :

( ] do pass I ) do not pass

[ 1 do pass w i t h  a t tached  amendments( s )
[ ) same t i t l e

( ) r e p l a r e  w i t h  CS f o r  ______________________________________________  [ j new t i t l e

and recommends

( ] AND a t taches  a "Let te r  o f  I n t e n t "  [\  ) New F i s c a l  Note

I ] reDor ts  1t back w i t h o u t  recommendat ion

[ ] r e f e r r e d  to the   _Commi t tee

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS / OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

i JV

\L

H 60 (Rev. 12/78)

CHAIRMAN
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T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A  

E LE V E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E

F IS C A L  N O TE .

I . R E Q U E S T
B ill/R e s o lu t io n  N o .. SCR  9
Title Road f rom Wales to T i n _ Ci_tv..
Requested  by_ •F e r gu son Date P / 1 3 / 7 9

I I . F IS C A L  D E T A IL  
Agency A ffe c ted  _ P O T / P F
P rog ram  C atego ry  A ffe c te d D e s i g n  t. C o n s t r u c t i o n
Budget Request U n it (s )  A ffe c ted  H i g h w a y  D e s i g n  & C o n s t r u c t i o n

E X P E N D IT U R E S  (T housand s o f  I-o lla rs )

F Y  7 9 F Y  8 0 F Y  81 F Y  8 2 F Y  8 3 F Y  8 4
1 00  P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S 2 5
7 0 0  T R A V E L 5
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L 1 0
4 0 0  C O M M O D IT IE S
5 0 0  EO U 1PM EN T
6 0 0  L A N D  8c S T R U C T U R E S
7 0 0  G R A N T S . C L A IM S . ETC .

T O T A L

F U N D IN G  (T hou sand s o f  D o lla rs )

G E N E R A L  F U N D 4 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  (S p e c ify )

P O S IT IO N S

F U L L  T IM E  1
P A R T  T IM E  * 1
T E M P O R A R Y  .......................1  . .

I I I .  A N A L Y S IS  (S ee  F isca l N o te  P reparation  In struc tions , Section  I I I )

The above s hou ld  be s u f f i c i e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  the f e a s i b i l i t y  
and p r o b a b l e  cos t  o f  the p r o j e c t .

IV . D A T l .  4 / 1 0 / 7 • ____________ F R E P A R U D  I I Y   H a r r y  K e l l e
A G E N C Y  . .  R P J L L T

O rig in a l. I I’g r.la tive F inance PH O N E  3 t 4 -  2 1 ?. .______________ .
O "  Budget and Management

Prim e Sp on so r (F irs t le g is la to r N am ed)

3.1 001 (It. v. 10/711)



Mr. C h a i r m a n :

T in  C i t y  i s  the o n l y  a c t i v e  mine i n  D i s t r i c t  22 o the r  than go ld  
m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  i n  Nome th a t  p r ov i d e s  any j o b s  f o r  the peop le  i n  my 
a r e a .

Mr.  R i ch a rd  Lee the owner has b u i l t  and ma in t an i ned  a haul  road 
from T in  C i t y  to Goodwin Gu l ch ,  a d i s t a n ce  o f  3 m i l e s .

Th i s  b i l l  would p r o v i d e  monies f o r  study o f  an e x t en s io n  o f  t h i s  
road to the v i l l a g e  o f  Wa le s ,  which i s  7 m i l e s .

I f e e l  the r e  i s  j u s c i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s tudy f o r  the f o l l o w i n g  
r e a s o n s :

1 .  Over h a l f  o f  our  crew o f  12 men are from Wa le s ,  who,  a l o n g  w i th  
the e r s t  o f  the two commun i t i es  would use the road c o n s t a n t l y .
At p r esent  the means o f  contac t  between T in  C i t y  and Wales i s  by
(1 )  f o o t ,  over  the m oun t a i n ,  a to u gh ,  arduous and many t imes ,  
dangerous r o u t e ,  ( 2 )  by boat  d u r i n g  summer months ,  the o n l y  rou te  
be in g  v i a  Be r i n g  Sea around Cape Mount a i n ,  seldom usab le  because 
o f  the f r e q u e n t  south storms p r e v a i l i n g  th rough the summer and
(3 )  by Nome based a i r p l a n e ,  wh ich s t r i n g e n t l y  l i m i t s  the number o f  
peop le  who can t r a v e l  or  the pay load  they can u t i l i z e .

2 .  The BIA s upp l y  s h i p ,  N o r t h s t a r  I I I ,  which c a r r i e s  w i n t e r  s u p p l i e s  
and m a t e r i a l  to the v a r i o u s  v i l l a g e s  a l on g  the A r c t i c  c o a s t ,  a lmost  
eve ry y e a r ,  as i t  p r epa res  d i s c h a r g e  o f  s u p p l i e s  f o r  Wales f i n d s  
weathe r  c o n d i t i o n s  adve rse  to u n l o a d i n g  and i s  a d d i t i o n a l l y  thwar ted  
by s eve r a l  sand bars between the s h i p ' s  anchorage ann the beach.
There have been recent  i n s t ances  when the N o r t h s t a r ,  due to severe 
weather  and dangerous sand bars had to l eave  the area w i t h  a l l  
f r e i g h t  f o r  Wales st  i l  a boa rd ,  d i s c h a r g e  the f r e i g h t  at  Nome, then 
a i r l i f t  the f r e i g h t  t j  Wa les .

3 .  The d i s c h a r g e  area at  T in  C i t y  i s  remar kab l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  s h i p - t o-  
shore d i s c h a r g e ,  has a good p r o tec ted  anchor age ,  deep water  and an 
i d e a l  beach and a l a n d i n g  area to which a good road i s  a l r e a d y  b u i l t  
and i n  annua l  use by the m i l i t a r y  nd c i v i l i a n s  and f r e i g h t  l i n e s  
s e r v i n g  the T in  C i t y  a r e a .  A road to Wales would enormous l y s i m p l i f y  
the u n l o a d i n g  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h i s  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  re q u i r emen t .

4 .  As ment i oned be f o r e  our  own p r im a ry  need f o r  the road I s  make ac­
c e s s i b l e  our  p r o p e r t y  at  Bou lde r  Creed and G r a n i t e  Creed i n  the very  
near  f u t u r e .  WE have an a n t i c i p a t e d  l i f e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  on Bou lde r  
creed o f  from 12 to 15 yea rs  by d r e d g i n g  and on Goodwin Creed o f  
a p p r o x im a t e l y  7 yea rs  by d r e d g i n g .  In t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  a l a r g e  l o c a l  
p a y r o l l  wou ld be genera ted  c r e a t i n g  a ma jo r  economic up-11 f t  to t h i s  
a r e a .

5 .  In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  our  p l a c e r  o p e r a t i o n  we have concre te  p l an s  f o r  
deve lopment o f  our  t i n  l ode  c l a i m s ,  the source o f  a l l  the p l a c e r  t i n .  
Th i s  p r o j e c t i o n ,  we f e e l ,  has much m e r i t  and has the p o t e n t i a l  o f  
many yea rs  o f  a c t i v i t y  and the deve lopment o f  very s u b s t a n t i a l  wea l t h  
1n t h i s  a r e a .

6 .  We a l s o  w i sh  to p o i n t  out  tha t  the T in  C i t y  A1r Force Base,  w i t h  a 
complement o f  a p p r o x im a t e l y  s i x t y  peop le  has a very d i r e c t  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  Wales I n  s eve r a l  ways ,  s o c i a l l y  and e - o n o m l c a l l y . Ha les  peop le  
a re  employed at  the ba se ,  both s e a s o n a l l y  and yea r  round .  The a i r  
base p r o v i d e s  an o u t l e t  f o r  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  l a r g e  tu rn-over  o f  Eskimo
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c a r v i n g  and c r a f t s .  The connect i ons  b.v road between the A i r  Force 
Base at  T in  C i t y  and the Navy Base a t  Wa.es i s  a l s o  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
' ' a l u e ,  m i l i t a r i l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y .

7.  The l a r g e  gene ra l  s to re  at  T in  C i t y  stc s and p r ov id es  a ma jo r  
source o f  s u p p l i e s ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  meat ,  c l o t h i n g ,  ha r dware ,  gas and o i l  
t h a t  the peop le  o f  W a ^ s  are  l a r g e l y  dependent on.  The s t o r e  a l s o  
accepts  i v o r y  c a r v i n g s  and Eskimo c r a f t s  es a medium o f  exchange 
which o th e r  s m a l l e r  s to res  i n  the area do n o t .  The peop le  o f  Wales 
unan imous l y  urge and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  suppo r t  a road t i e i n g  the 
commun i t i es  t o g e the r  as be in g  e c o nom i c a l l y  i m p e r a t i v e .  These peop le  
have been p r a y i n g  f o r  a road f o r  many yea rs  and many promises  have 
been made by p o l i t i c i a n s  and h i ghway o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  they wou ld  be 
p r o v id ed  a r oad .  vet n o t h i n g  has been done .  A l aska  i s  a g row ing  
S t a t e .  Th i s  area shou ld  no l o n g e r  be n e g l e c t ed  and o v e r l o o k e d .

8 .  We cannot  he lp  but note th a t  o t h e r  areas o f  A l aska  and Seward Pen­
i n s u l a  , U h  l i t t l e  or  no p o p u l a t i o n  and no deve loped  economy have been 
a p p r o p r i a t e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  roads and b r i d g e s  
th a t  hava r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  impact  on the m a t e r i a l  deve lopment  o f  the 
count r y  and i t s  peop le  and whose o v e r a l l  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  no way compare* 
to the r e a l  need tha t  i s  to be found w i t h  the peop le  of  Wales and T in  
Ci t y .

9 .  L a s t l y ,  the road between Wales and T in  C i t y  i s  the b e g i n n i n g  o f  the 
l i n k - u p  o f  the h i ghway to Nome and e v e n t u a l l y  w i t h  F a i r b ands  and the 
OutsiJe» the l e n g t h  o f  the c o n t i n e n t .  I t  i s  t r u l y  a w o r t h w h i l e  and 
j u s t i f i a b l e  p r o j e c t  th a t  we urge f o r  Immediate c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and
1 nip 1 amen ta t i o n .



E x’ sting roads 

Proposed road routing

Scale 1 inch per mile
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