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INTRODUCTION

As a site for A l a s k a n  indust r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  P o i n t  
M a c K e n z i e  o f f e r s  some s u b s t a n t i a l  advantages. T h e  M a t a n u s k a -  
S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  is g r o w i n g  rapidly, and its a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
r e s i d e n t s  s h o w  an e x c e p t i o n a l  w i l l i n g n e s s  to s u p p o r t  large- 
s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  B o r o u g h  is p r e p a r e d  to s upply s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n a n c i a l  
i n c e n t i v e s  to i n d u s t r i a l  d evelop ers. L ow tax base l a n d  is 
a v a i l a b l e  and l o w - i n t e r e s t  f i n a nci al a s s i s t a n c e  c a n  be p r o v i d e d  
o n  s h o r t  n o t i c e  t h r o u g h  the B o r o u g h ' s  P o w e r  o f  P o r t s  and o t h e r  
m eans . P l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n  e f f o r t s  are n o w  u n d e r w a y  for ex ten- 
r i o n  o f  a r o a d  to the P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  area, and l o n g - t e r m  
e l e c t r i c a l  p o w e r  wij.1 b e  a v a i l a b l e  on site due to h y d r o e l e c t r i c  
p r o j e c t s  p l a n n e d  for the S u s i t n a  River. Further, the B o r o u g h  
is in the p r o c e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l a n d - u s e  p l a n­
ni n g  d o c u m e n t  to a s s u r e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
at the site w i t h  e x i s t i n g  and future uses. T h e  P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  
s i t e  is l o c a t e d  a b o u t  50 road  m i l e s  and Jess than 15 air m i l e s  
from the m a j o r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c i t y  of A n c h o r a g e .  This c l o s e  
p r o x i m i t y  to the p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  of the s t a t e  p r o v i d e s  a d d i­
tional e c o n o m i c  a d vantage s. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  are m i n i­
mized, a nd all s e r v i c e s  and s u p p l i e r s  are r e a d i l y  accessi ble.

T h e  location, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the c u r r e n t  t r e n d  t oward 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a t t r * c t i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  in the area, 
e n h a n c e s  the o v e rall d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  
B o r o u g h  as a l o c a t i o n  in w h i c h  o settle. R e s i d e n t i a l  s e t t i n g s  
o f f e r  full u t i l i t i e s  a nd c o m m u n i t y  services, as well as e x c e l­
lent  a c c e s s  to r e c r e a t i o n a l  and cultural o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

P h y s i c a l  f e a ture s of the P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  location, i n­
c l u d i n g  c limatic, geologic, and m a r i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  p r o v i d e  
a s i t e  s u i t a b l e  for p o r t  d e v e l o p m e n t  and l a r g e - s c a l e  industry. 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  te xt d e s c r i b e s  in g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  the c h a r a c t e r  of 
the P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  area and its n a t u r a l  and e c o n o m i c  
f e a t u r e s .

F o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  indust r i a l  d e v e l o p­
m e n t  in the M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough, p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  the 
B o r o u g h  o f f i c e s  in Palmer, Alaska. A li*t of c o n t a c t s  has been 
p r o v i d e d  o n  p a g e  26 for you r c o n v e n i e n c e



L a n d  A c c e s s

E x i s t i n g  highway, as well as r a i l r o a d  access to the P o i n t  
M a c K e n z i e  area is good, and site s p e c i f i c  access needs can be 
m e t  w i t h i n  one c o n s t r u c t i o n  season. L a n d  access to the P o i n t  
M a c K e n z i e  area is g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the e x i s t i n g  
G o o s e  B a y  Road, w h i c h  is a h i g h - q u a l i t y  p a v e d  road e x t e n d i n g  
from W a s i l l a  to a p o i n t  ab u t  0.8 m i l e s  n o r t h  of an a i r s t r i p  
s h o w n  on F i g u r e  1.

S e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  e x i s t  for f u n d i n g  tie e x t e n s i o n  of 
the road s y s t e m  to a g i v e n  site j.n the P o i n t  M a c K e n z i e  area. 
T h e s e  c o n s i s t  of: 1) p r o v i d i n g  a s e c o n d a r y  road u n d e r  the
p r o v i s i o n s  for " p i o n e e r  a c c e s s  roads" a p p r o v e d  by the B o r o u g h  
and the State, 2) s e e k i n g  c o o p e r a t i v e  s t a t e / f e d e r a l  f u nding for 
d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a s e c o n d a r y  road, or 3) the B o r o u g h  
c a n  p r o v i d e  a s e c o n d a r y  r o a d  e x t e n d i n g  to the p o r t  area. 
P l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n  w o r k  for the road e x t e n s i o n  p r o j e c t  is 
c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a road due to be 
c o m p l e t e d  by the B o r o u g h  in 1979. T h e  t h i r d  alternative, 
above, r e p r e s e n t s  the m o s t  e c o n o m i c  and e x p e d i t i o u s  means of 
s u p p o r t i n g  i m m e d i a t e  a ccess  need s for c o n s t r u c t i o n  of i n d u s­
trial f acilitie s. T h i s  r o a d  can be u p g r a d e d  at any time in the 
future. It is a n t i c i p a t e d  that the r e q u i r e d  type of road 
ac c e s s  can be p r o v i d e d  w i t h i n  a g i v e n  s p e c i f i e d  time i n s uring 
that i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p e r s  can a c h i e v e  t i m e l y  i n i t i a t i o n  of 
t h e i r  pr ojects.
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