


COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE
FURTHER: FINANCE
March 29, 1979 Date: —U=- L= = Q =~
Hr. Speaker:
The Committee on S"AT~ AVI-AI has had -

"An Act making a spacial appropriation for a feasibility study of a
Portage to Whittier transportation system; eff. date."

under consideration and (a majority of the co. mlttee) (the committee)
reports 1t back with the following recommendations:

[ 1 do pass [ 1 do not pass
[ 1 do pass with attached amendments(s)

) same title
( ) replace with CS for 1

J new title

and recommends

L 1 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent"” ( 1 New Fiscal Note

C 1 reports It back without recommendation

« J referred to the Committee

MFMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
00 PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

/1<* _u, j.n z

H 60 (Rev. 12/78)
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Roqucs>:*:d by: Asscriblynan Don Smith

Kcer!.i> February 20, 1978
f Noeo—
ANCHORAGE, ALASiUA Teob .3

ASSF.:ir,i.Y resolution - S\ U.0 =77

AR MO. 79-39 S

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY SUPFORTING CCM®"III1EE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE

BILL 59 AND BUDGET PROPOSALS TO FUND A FEASIBILITY STUDY ON ACCESS OPTIONS BETWEEN
PORTAGE AND PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND

WHEREAS, the Prince Willlan Sound Region is one of the raost nagnificert
and spectacular areas in S uthcencral Alaska and has Vecorce a r.ajor tourist
attraction and recreational area, and

WHEREAS, thi9 area would be readily accessible to over tne-half the
population of Alaska if reasonable access were provided, and

WHEREAS, improved access is particularly important to the people of
the Anchorage Municipality, inasmuch as 5,900 pleasure boats arc registered in
the Anchorage Arna and the snail boat harbor is being tripled in size, and

WHEREAS, the Alrska Marine Highway has indicated an intention to increase

the level of ferry service to Whittier from Southeast ports if ready access is
provided to Anchorage, and

WHEREAS, there are currently proposals before the Legislature to
appropriate funds to initiate studies of access options iron Portage to Hear
Valley including providing frequent shuttle service through the tunnel.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEO, Ahat the Anchorage Municipal Assembly
supports coonlttee substitute for SB 59.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to
ell r*obers of the Legislature and to Covernor Hanroad.

PASSED AMD APPROVED by the Anclorago Assocbly this 20ch day of March,

1979.

Chi irnaii

ATTEST:

Municipal clerk C<CCZ»3,



CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 7001

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
VALDEZ, ALASKA SUPPORTING AND ENCOURACINC THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW OR IMPROVED HIGHWAY CONNECTION
. BETWEEN PORTAGE AND WHITTIER
* (]
V7HEREAS, the Prince William Sound has developed into a
major tourist attraction and recreation area for Alaska; and
W
WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound area is one of the most
" magnificent and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska and
further., that the construction of the Alyeska Marine Tanker Terminal

has become an additional spectacular attraction drawing many thousands
of additional visitors to Valdez, and

WHEREAS, rail service between Portage and Whittier is the
only access via the Alaska Marine Highway from the Anchorage end; and
*

WHEREAS, an improved road access would make this area far no

accessible and available for use by the major concentration of popula-
* tion in Alaska; and e o

WHEREAS, it is a prime concern of the City Council of the
City of Valdez to see the level of ferry service into Valdez increased
\ in order to serve a growing volume of travel and the Council feels Chat
* convenient land access v/ould result in improved ferry service in the
Prince William Sound; and .
> Vv -
WHEREAS, che City Council wishes to again stress that this
* additional ferry service is reauired to preclude the creation of great
.economic loss in Valdez and its neighboring cities in Prince Willianm
_Sound and Che entire tourist Industry.

‘o "e e NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED hi THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA that

Section 1. The City Council supports and encourages Che
development of d new or improved highway connection between Portage
and Whittier;

. e * * % -

* Section 2. The City Council again urges that immediate
planning be reinstated in regard to che potential for opening a highway
X link to replace the rail connection into Whittier. "
%g* i - « ¢
- Section 3. Copies of this resolution be distributed to all
members of che Alaska State Legislature, the Covernor, the Alaska
*Congressional Delegation and the heads of appropriate agencies.

o
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
* VALDEZ, ALASKA this 3rd day of January 1978.
o
kTVm MV kn

Deputy City Clerk



RESOLUTION OF THK C*TY OF WHITTIER
HIGHWAY CONNECTION uTWEI™d PORTAGE
ANH WHITTIER: BEKMAUD I.. MARSH
APPOINTED AS LOHUYIST AND
CONSULTANT

RESOLUTION NO. 11.2.77

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound Region is the most magnificent and
spectacular recreational area in Southcentral Alaska, and

WHEREAS, an improved toad access would make this recreational area
available for use by the major concentratton cf population in Alaska, and

WHEREAS, Whittier®"s commercial port capacity ifuld be gfo~tly expanded
to che benefit of all Southcentral Alaska if access to Whittier wore
improved, and

WHEREAS, che current expansion of small boat harbor facilities offers
new opportunities for wetter service that are difficult to exploit without
< adequate access, ard

WHEREAS, lack of convenient land access between Whittier and Anchorage/
Kcnai Peninsula la d deterrent to the possible economic growth of Whittier,

KOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the Ctcy Council of the City of
Whittier, Alaska:
1. That che VhitCler City Council supports and encourages the
development of a new or improved highway connection between
Portage and Whittier, and

2. That the Whittier City Council urges the Alaska State
Legislature, the State Administration, and the appropriate
Federal agencies to plan and construct a project to
accomplish this purpose, and *

3. That the Whittier City Council hereby appoints and retains
Bernard L. Marsh of Anchorage, Alaska, as it"s lobbyist and
consultant, to develop feasibility for and to promote slick
e pro. t. and

4. That copies of this resolution be distributed to all members
Of the Alaska State Legislature, the Covernor, the Alaska
Congressional Delegation end the heeds of appropriate agencies.

L L _J L 2 J _*

FASS5EO AND APPROVED this 2nd * day of Noveaber, 1977.

Cecil F. Zcigter, Mayor Cf
ATTEST:

( O~ A CL*illAAN
City Clerk7Txea*uror



Funding Information Introduced: 1/17/79

General Fund $250,000 Referred: I-.ate Affair
Other Funds -0- and Finance
$750,000
IN THE SENATE BY BRADLEY
21 SENATE BILL NO. 59
J - IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
A ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A A BILL
fl] For an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating $250,000 for the-state share of
/ the project cost of the Portage to Bear Valley Roadj
H and providing for an effective date.”
n BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
in * Section 1. The sum of $250,000 is appropriated fron the general fund to
n the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities fcr the state contri—
v bution to the federal aid highway project for constructlcn of a highway from
13 Portage to Bear Valley Road.
1 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1979.
H
I
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SB 59



2136 Lous3ac Drive
Anchorage, Ala3ka 99503

March 26, 1979

Senator W. E. Bradley
Alaska State Legislature
Peuch V

Juneau, Alaska 99311

Ref: SB 59
Dear Senator 3radley:

This letter is to request your support of SB 59 for improved highway access to
Whittier, Alaska.

In these days whan Alaska ™ industry development in many area3 have a gloomy
outlook due to federal restrictions of one kind or another, w* Alaskans must
look to encouraging industry development in all foa3iblo areas immune from
federal intervention and associated restrictions. One such irea that the
federal government has not yet Offectivoly restricted is the observing and
enjoying of sconic beauty. The Whittier area as a gateway to Prince Vttlliam
Sound offers 3ueh a commodity for sale to tourists, an industry that brings
outside money to the state of Alaska and thereby is offoctive in reducing
our balance of payments to the south U3 states.

Prince William Sound, from Whittier to Cordova is a vast area of inland-
protected water that offers several activities for sale to the tourists, as
well as Alaska rasidents, such as sailing, scuba diving, photography,

sport fishing, clam digging, crab potting as well as Ilho most sconic

boating area in central and wostern Alaska. Since these activities are
dependent upon renewablo or inexpendablo resources, once developed they will
continue indofinitoly. Such economic developments are the wisest typo of
investments which the state of Alaska can and should make from the income
derived from their present dopletable resources.

Whittier is the most logical gateway to Prince William Sound since it is the
only location that allows access to the sound from the west end through
protected inland waterways. Road access to Whittior is essential to

promote development of the tourist potential thif area has to rffor. An
approximate fifteen mile extension of the existing highway from Anchorage to
Portage would provide suoh road access, ftis road to Boar Valloy would
significantly improve the access to Whittier and would be compatible to an
eventual road all the way to Whittier.

As life-long Alaskans, we aro interested in maintaining and improving our
economic basa in order to Insure that we, as well as our ohildrsn and thoir
children may continue to onJoy livinr in Alaska.

In the Interest of Alaska in ita entirety, we urge your support of S3 59.

"V 4, N ) "
to. and 10S. sea Soltenreich

co: Senator Ed Lttnkverth
Jenator Bill Ray
Bernard L. Marsh, Ex00 Sec =

Whittier Road Development Assoc



/AV'S HAUHOND. GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

Onmdnnmuxn ' mml ivhiau alm
atm *sm

Mad/ 8, 1978
H

Honorable John C. Sackett
Senator

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Sackett:

Following 1s the Information you requested on SB 585, the Act which would
appropriate $250,000 for the State share of the project cost of the Portage
to Bear Valley Road.

The right-of-way Involved is National Park Service land.

The project ha*™ not been Included in me proposed Capital Improvement
Projects of our Department.

The 1972 study of this proposed road showed a cost of $2,348,000 to build
7,650 feet of highway and 440 feet of bridges. The 1978 cost update would
total $4.250,000 *—

roncfr.irHnn should be to state standards for secondary highways using six
.Inches of select material, six inches of crusHedliiggrcoatc bo”e course,
_and..threc inches of hot bituminous pavement. There would be two driv

lanes of 12-foot width wlth_2-foQt shoulders. The two bridges wou J

fl) approximately 280 feet long across Portage Creek, and (Zj 160 feet

long across Placer Creek. "

Donald Harris
Commissioner



ALASKA PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

B L Marsh. Presid Consulting Service
R 505 W. Northern Lights Blvd.

o o« Suite 120
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
MARCH 12, 1979 Tel. (907) 279-3195
MEMORANDUM
we 1 "j \

TO: REP. RAY METCALFE, HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS
SEN. BOB MULCAHY, CHAIRMAN SENATE STATE AFFAIRS
SEN. BRAD BRADLEY, SPONSOR SB 59 (BEAR VALLEY ROAD)
SEN. ED DANKWORTH, SENATE FINANCE
SAM COXSON, CITY MANAGER, WHITTIER
PERRY LOVETT, CITY MANAGER, CORDOVA

FROM: BEN MARSH
SUBJECT: SB -59, HB 160, HB 161

I have been asked for my opinion on combining the above bills.

HB 160 would provide ferry service to the Alaska Pennisula and the
Aleutian Chain at least once a month, HB 161 would appropriate
$20,000,000 to acquire two passenger ferries, and SB 59 would fund
the intial studies to construct a road from Portage to Bear Valley.
The Senate Finance Committee 1is considering a budget item to provide
increased rail shuttle service between Bear Valley and Whittier.

It would seem that these bills could be combined, or at least SB 39

and HB 161 could be combined, :Lt there is substantial support for both.
If HB 161 does not stand a chance of passage this year, then they should
not be combined. IfT HB 161 has heavy support from bush legislators,

and the projects can be part of the same system, the idea 1is good.

If HB 161 and SB 69 are combined, then HB 161 should be amended to
include increased level of ferry service to Prince William Sound.

The technical question of whether this can be done with the new ferries
to be acquired, must be answered by the Marine Highway Division. Input
will be needed from the Prince William Sound communities as to the
level of servic* desired.

The road to Bear Valley and improved railservice through the tunnel

are vital links to improved access to Prince William Sound, and according
to Bill Hudson, former Director of the Marine Highway, will justify
better ferry service to all Ptinee William Sound communities. Also,
there will be enormous recreational benefits to the Anchorage and

Konai populations.

cc: City Manager, Seward City Manager, Homer
City Manager, Valdez All Anchorage Legislators
CityMHnager, Kenai



TESJSSII

hCA ALASKA COMMg%II%\JIONS INC.
i JUNEAU, ALASKA £9301

02233 NL TD4 WHITTIER ALASKA 50 06-05 11407 4DT

PMS SEN W E BRAD BRADLEY

JUN
S9
I HOPE YOU WwILL VOTE APPROVAL ON SE BECAUSE
THESE BILLS ARE OF SUCH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO A LARGE PART -
OF THE POPULATION OF THE STATE OF ALASKA.
KAY SHEPHERD, PRESIDENT 0\

WHITTIER HISTORICAL AND FINE ARTS MUSEUM INC

MEMBER 50RAD OF DIRECTORS ALASKA STATE MINI TV ASSOC INCE;

P.CA ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS, t«Ci

2HONS: 2**-8440 s,
# JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801
02213 NL TDA WHITTIER ALASKA 50 06-05 1140P ADT o
PMS SEN W E BRAD BRADLEY g
JUN

IT IS OF UTMOST IMORTANCE THAT THE SENATE VOTES APPROVAL ON
? 1 BELIEVE THIS 1S A PROGRESSIVE LINK TOVAPD
THE TRANSPORTATION NETWORK SO BADLY NEEDED IN THE STATE OF
ALASKA.
MEL WOOTEN COUNCILMAN

CITY OF WHITTIER
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02102 NL TDA WHITTIER AK 67 05-05 1245P ADT

PMS SEN W E BRADLEY
JUN

YOUR APPROVAL OrSP-WiiW «nrp T WILL MAKE POSSIBLL 4.3 MILES
OF HIGHWAY, THE MISSING LING BETWEEN THE STATE HIGHWAY AT
PORTAGE GLACIER TOURIST CENTER AND PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND "AMINE

HIGHWAY SYSTEM. THIS CONNECTION WILL NOT ONLY SERVE THE
POPULATION OF INTERIOR ALASKA BUT GiVE ANOTHER MODE OF
TRANSPORTATION INTO JUNEAU. IT WILL ALSO HELP MAKE THE STATE
FERRY SYSTEM PROFITABLE.

ED R SHEPHERD
3707 SPENARD RD

ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99503
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TiCA ALASKA COMACAJ I O* ==X

K,k _KkKkg*

JUNEAU, ALASEA 9980.
02066 ANCHORAGE ALASKA 59 06-05 1120A ADT

PMS SENATOR V E BRADLEY

JUN

_ &
URGE YOUR SUPPORT, FOR,E£*SWaes#8* SO9M# TO AUTHORIZE RIGHT-OF-

WAY PORTAGE TO PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND, AND 5 PERCENT STATE
SHARE OF ROAD PORTAGE TO BEAR VALLEY. THESE MEASURES
WILL START LENGTHY PROCESS TO BUILD ROAD AND SURVEY
BALANCE OF ROUTE TO CHOOSE BEST OPTION. THIS PROJECT

IMPORTANT TO WHITTIER VALDEZ RAILBELT POPULATION TOURIST

INDUSTRY AND MARINE HIGHWAY.
BEN MARSH EXECUTIVE SECTY
ALASKA PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT INC

WHITTIER ROAD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

»A.T«LH

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER-FACILITIES PLANNING AND RESEARCH |

March 23, 1979

Honorable W. E. Brad Bradley
Alaska State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:
Re: Committee Substitute on SB 59, concerning access to Whittier

Section 142, Title | of the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of
1978, passed by Congress, allows for federal funds to be used for the
operations or improvements of the access between Whittier and Portageld
The main reason for the substitute language is that all FY 79 and FY ~80
federal receipts for the Department of Transportation are appropriated
for projects by Chapters 138 and 113 of SLA 78. [Jy providing state
funds for the feasibility study of Whittier to Postage access, the
Department will be able to initiate a study of the options for access
and recommend a program to the Legislature for the FY 81 and 82 Ca/ital
Improvements PrograinT/

Sincerely,

Richard A. Holden
Deputy Commissioner

cc: Robert W. Ward
Keith Specking
Warren Sparks
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Whereas the Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1978
Section 142.(a) RAIL OPERATION PROJECTS IN NONHIGHWAY AREAS provides for
assistance for that portion of the Alaska Railroad from Whittier to
Portage for the purpose of linking up highways or other transportation
modes on the system, allowing the expenditure of not more than 5 percent
of the funds apportioned for the Primary System, and any project being
subject to all provisions of Title 23, United States Code;

Whereas, it is prudent that the feasibility of the various options that

provide such improvements be determined prior to the commitment of any
portion of the highwa;, tunds now apportioned to the State;

Therefore, the sum of $200,000 is apportioned to the DOT/PF for the
purpose of determining the feasibility of the Whittier link-up and the
degree of utilization of the estimated $2.5 million available each year
as provided by the Act.

7 g ol



Introduced: 4/11/78

Referred: Commerce and State
Affairs
«!]IN THE SENATE BY THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE
[ SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 100

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to the Federal Aid Highway Sys—

e B S & B )

tem.

71BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

b i WHEREAS Prince William Sound has developed Into a major tourist attrac-
9 PDtion and recreation area for Alaska; and

0[] WHEREAS Prince William Sound jlfoneofthe”nostmagnlflcent”Knd_8£fect”"-
n [[cular areas in Southcentral Alaska; and

i? WHEREAS an improved road access between Portage and Whittier would make
13 this area much tore accessible and available to the major concentration of

m population in Alaska; and

is WHEREAS an improved road access between Portage and Whittier would

is justify an improved level of ferry service on the Marine Highway between the
Il Prince William Sound cotanun®.tlta of Whittier. Valdez, and Cordova; and

IB WHEREAS there la presently no designated route for the construction of
10 a future link between Portage and Whittier on the Federal Aid Highway Sya-
TO ||t4 and

Tl WHEREAS the commissioner of the Department of Transportation and Public
7j [[Facilities has authority to designate such a route and request its inclusion
T3|]1In the Federal Aid Highway System;

| BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is

j*, Jjrespectfui ly requested to direct the consBlssloner of transportation and pub—
ic facilities to designate a route for construction of a highway and tunnel”
Link from the end of the federal aid highway at Portage Glacier Visitors

Center to the Port of Whittier, and to roquaat Its inclusion in the Federal

Id Highway System; and be It
-1- SCR 100



i FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is respectfully requested to direct
3 the commissioner of transportation and public facilities to consult with the
3 U.S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, to obtain necessary rilght-

4 of-way for the designated federal aid highwev route.

b
6

10

31
7
3
-
7b

30

72
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SCR 100
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES - testimony by

Vem Metcalfe relating to SCR 100 (Relating to the Federal Aid Highway Sy3tenm) ,

The stand of the Department on this Is that to date there has not
been sufficient evidence to indicate that such a highway can receive
a priority when considered with other projects within the 3tate. As
you know, the Alaska Railroad currently serves the community of Whittier
with service that allows the carrying of recreational equipment etc.

Our Design and Construction Division has, when It was the Department
of Highways, surveyed the area on several occasions studying the fcabiblllty
of such a project. There are two alternatives. One 13 che "tunnel alternative"
which oears and estimated cost of $130 million and would Include the tunnel
and the neccessary btldges, lighting, ventilation etc. The Design and
Construction” Division ~ ve also conducted helicopter surveys of an
alternative known as the Portage Pass road. They were unable, using
helicopters, to determine If tho rock base would support such a road.
If It would, the cost of such a highway Isa estimated at $35 million.
To determine che feasibility of this possible route would take a surface

survey and various testing of the surfaces Involved.



Yu: Sum. i;.B. Bradley Don &rmi* ¢

Hike Collet to Bet tye Polircn!tanp
U.S. Tlijnk"worth Frank R. Pcrptuton
Patrick Rodey Cleme Hnvkney
Jotitk c. Sackett Ceorge Il. Hrhnnn
Terry St tenr.cn Jalftar M. Xcrtfuln
Arila* Sluri;ulei«.»ii ILff. JvJaml

Bill Suntnt»i Bi'l> f@jcoliy

Tim Kelly Rill Stay

Clem V. Til linn
Robert 1- ZI<%\or, Sr.

- i
The undernlgned officers or the WRttfer Boat Cuncr:; Aepuedntton. tn
hchnlf of our ftenber*, urge your Ri.ppnrt of CDS"), to provide /. feaMMUty

rtudy of o transportation ayateni to Uhiltler.

Impovemeut of treimportation to Whittier, even up to Atnndnrds considered
nininijoi elaceberc- for residents and recreational oner* alike- i> lon/,
overdue.

We unolj hv plcMord to learn, by commuoJdiutlon from you, your portion
on till* Mil ar.d otlieru providing Improved truueportatlon to WMtt ter.

Thank you.

Sigurd: J.K. Rattermini, President
A.W. 12nr., Vice President
Ann Pitrenper, Secretory
thmltie A. Kelly, Treasurer
1i.C. tlirtin, Board ttemlioi

For the Willtiler Root Hwrnm Ananrla; ton. Boa 3041, Anchorage, Alt 47513
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m 5 W IoLe/7ml «*p*
COMMITTEE REPORT e 4;# i
1,-y* « '
SENATE [ fr~3~Tor
k W. ) .a* # - H *
s Fgwt/ » FURTHER: State Affairs*and
4/11/7§ Finance
U aih ' -
ft* .1 >» Date: T 'k,, ”97$
Bfer> g o n AN
vir. President: - T
= ) T ~\"
The Committee on COMMERCE has had S3 585

appropriating $250,000 for state share of project cost of Portage to Bear Valley
o, or.'% 4f, < % s/‘\ v \ . *87’\;
under consideration and (a majority ofthe committee) (the committee

ft.

repdrts it back as follows)

(W) recommends 1itdo pass ( ) recommends it do not pass
( ) recommends itdo pass withattached amendment(s)

*Tw
( ) recommends it be replaced with CS for

and () new title ( ) same title

( ) AND attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note

( ) reports it back without recommendition

( ) and recommends it be referred to the Committee
MEMBERS/SIGNING DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
- * A
}y ? s jr to
\*4
J, c (. - 7 31 7 4 *c.tj n m K 1
.o) - V.- < % g% - As g 1
fwdg AtovE Bopr AN
f o, *
r AChairman /

S 60 (rev, 6/77) v J*.



- wro .*-CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

$° * om T V* ZRESOLUTIOIN NO. 7001 *

“" - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
. VALUF.Z, ALASKA SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING THE

.« DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW OR IMPROVED HIGHWAY CONNECTION
e/, BETWEEN PORTACE AND WHITTIER

Vi .
WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound has developed

into a
major tourist attraction and recreation area for Alaska; and
&* o0

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound area is one of the most
magnificent and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska and

further., <that the construction of The Alyeska Marine Tanker Terminal

his become an additional spectacular attraction drawing many thousands
. of additional visitors to Valdez, and
eses* | | oo [ ™"

- " . WHEREAS, rail service between Portage and Whittier is the

—. bnly access via the Alaska Marlne ngnway from the Anchorage end; and
* % o *

i
WHEREAS, an improved road access would make this area far more

accessible and available for use by the major concentration cC popula-
e tion in Alaska; and

. m ®e o (* e o eo . \
" " WHEREAS, it is a prime concern of the City Council of the

City of Valdez to see t* level of ferry service into Valdez increased
in order to serve a growing volume of travel and the Council feels that

e convenient land access would result in improved ferry service in the
=Prince William Sound; and

- - " 0"
* *

o WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to again stress that this
e additional ferry service is ree ired to precede the creation of great

economic loss in Valdez and its neighboring cit\ . in Prince William
“Sound and the entire tourist Industry.

¥ ee *o *  * * "
..o e HOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA that o g S

Section 1. The City Council supports and encourages the

development of a new or improved highway connection between Portage
and Whittier; o o .. 2.

“Section 2. The City Council again urges that Inwcliotc
" planning be reinstated in regard to the pjtcntial for opening a highway-
. Jdink to replace the rail connection into Uhlttlcr. - . 3
Y - ’
. " Section 3. Copies of this resolution be distributed to all
members of the Alaska State Legislature, the Covcrnor, the Alaska
“Congressional Delegation and the heads of appropriate agencies.

PASSED IND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
¢ VALDEZ, ALASKA this 3rd day of January 1978
, " _CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

P /?



RESOLUTION OF TAK CITY OF WIITTIEK
HICIIWAY CONNECTION UETWEEN TOUTACE
AND WHITTIER: TLI'NAKD I.. MARSH
APPOINTED_AS LORUYIST ANO
CONSULTANT

v* o\ e * RESOLUTION NO. 11.2.77

WHEREAS, the P,rin.ce William Sound Region Is f*a most magnificent and
Spectacular recreational area In Southcentral Alaska, and

 WHEREAS, an improved road access would make thla recreational nrea
available for use by the major concentration of population in Alaska, and

WHEREAS, W hlctlir'* commercial port capacity ttould he %_reatly expanded
to the %enefdlt of all Southcentral Alaska If access to Whittier were
eimproved, an C

WHEREAS, the current expansioﬁ,of small boat harbor facilities offers
new ogportumtles for better service that are difficult to exploit without
adequate access, and ~e
'; .. - * L ] *i L ]

. WHEREAS, lack of convenient lanJ access hetween Whittier and Anchorage/
.Tenol Peninsula Is a deterrent to the possible economic growth of Whitfier.
f

" ROW, 1HEREFORE be it resolved by the City Council of the City o
Vhittiar, Alaska: DA ay - s

1. That the Whittier City Council supports and encourages the
. development of a new or improved highway connection between
.'. Portage and W hittier, and T .

"2 That the Whittier City Council urges the Alaska State |

Legislature, the State Administration, and che appropriate
'] Federal ,a%enm,es to plan and construct a project to
accomplish this purpose, and

3.* That tho Whittier City Council hereby appoints and retains
Bernard I.. Karsh of Anchorage, Alaska, as it"s lobbyist and
> " consultant, to develop feasibility for and to promote such
Jproject, and . .
( P J'o e L* « *" oo
a
¥ *A. That copies of this resolution be distributed to all members
.of the Alaska State Legislature, tha COVE tor, the Alaska
. - Congressional Delegation and che heads of appropriate agencies.
\ . .7 *x
Fassep AND apprOVED this  2nd = (@Y of November, 1977.
. . e . .o
ol R t o e

* e ))oo’_*: i _ef  * =T "S5 e ee

, ftprJP 220/fy
e e . Cecil F. Zclglcr, Mayor
ATTEST: Te e k1o L. «

e e e *  eee - * % / e

City Clerk/fj*coM»rcr



COMMITTEE REPORT

SENATE
5/3/78
FURTHER:
E)ate' Aune 2, 1973

Mr. President:

The Committee on ?T.u.*NTE has had S e sns
ap?ropriating $250,000 for state share of project cost of Poi-ape to Bear
Valley Road

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee

reports it back as follows)

( ) recommends itdo pass ( ) recommends it do not pass

( ) recommends itdo pass with attached amendment(s)

( ) recommends 1itbe replaced with CS for

and () rew title ( ) same title
( ) AND attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note
\U*»/

( \) reports it back without recommendation

( ) and recommends 1t be referred tothe Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS: OTHER"RECOMMENDATIONS:

jrf. <« > C.-
vOo-/ ~
x>

860 (rev f/// ~CKiiirman



Offered in the SENATE:
To: Amend
£1BV 4
Page :
...W_
>k

Page one. Lines 12, 15 and 19:

jrE v " "¢ > -TUIHOt™:
|
??288&<
Tyifc.
H H stvasi H i
By - Senate Commerc- Co- itrre
- * y3
SENATE BIIL Mo. SCR 133 i oM
*fc*
HOUSE BILL No. 3 b j
Line " - - -4584r
* *Oi "arcr 7
TXFEE VV o W~ *.\a*.'v)'ix**-’Z'!*_-
> 14K
rragu> :”rr"iﬁﬁM:i/,lé’..I Yol
eram. . -7Vc

Delete the word "Whittier” aNd add the words "PrINCe Wittian Sound™.

Pasi One, Line .28:

Delete the words
William Sound"

"ZXm

"Pcrt of Whittier'

and add the words '"Prince



CCOHMITTEE SUBSTITUTE TOR SENATE CILI. 59

For an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating $200,000 for a feasibility
study for a Portage to Whittier transportation
system 47 TNiTdinTptlrefe«tt*Mil-IT:y. Hoad -op-t-ion and

providing for an effective date."

“ ection 1. Th; Fedgral Surfac; Transportation Assistance Act
jf 197&>"ection 142.(a) RAIL OPERATION PROJECTS IN NOH-11IGUWOMFREAS
iroviues for asVi“tancc for that portion of the Alasj”~Mfai lroad from
«Jhitlier to Portage fortIm®jurpose of linkiofr*up highways or other
transportation modes on the systemT>WAwing the expenditure of not
more than 5 percent of thc Muifcls apportionedftm™hcPriinary System, and
any project being sybjcct to all provisions of Title PATSiqUx-d States Code.
It is prudent that the feasibility of the various options
such improvements be determined prior to the commitment of any

tion of the highway funds now apportioned to thc-St.o0"
eSection /. The sum of $200,000. 1is appropriated from the general
fund to the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities for the .
purpose of determining the economic and environmental feasibility of the

various options for developing transportation system from Portage to

Whittier, including the Dear Valley Road.

The Department will present its findings to the Legislature no later

than 10 days from the beginning of the second session of the eleventh

Alaska Legislature, . Az /c
* ok k] M * - yAZ v "



WHITTIER ROAD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
505 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Suite 120
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Ben Marsh Phone:
Executive Director 277-0558

March 21, 1979

TO ALL SENATORS
ALASKA STATE SENATE

Dear Senator:

Attached hereto is a copy of Anchorage Assembly Resolution AR NO. 79-39
which endorses and urges passage of CS for SB 59, the Whittier Access
Project. CS for SB 59 1is scheduled for action by the Senate on Wednesday,
March 28.

I am writing on behalf of Whittier Road Development Association, for which

I am Executive Secretary. WRDA membership includes condo owners in Whittier
persons who moor their boats in Whittier, Anchorage people who recreate 1in
Prince William Sound, and people interested in encouraging commercial and
recreational development 1in this area. WRDA strongly supports CS for SB 59,
and asks for your vote on the bill.

If you have any questions about the possible options for improvement, the
potential for benefits, or other aspects of the proposed project, please

contact me or Sam Coxson, City Manager of Whittier.

Sincerely,

Bernard L. Marsh, Executive Secretary
Whittier Road Development Association

BLM/nc

Enclosure
cc: Sam Coxson



Requested by: Assemblyman Don Smith

licet. 1.>? of: February 20, 1970

( -v;

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA IR
! . s-u o -77

ASSE."HIT.Y RESOLUTION

AR NO. 79-39 S

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE
EILL 59 AND BUDGET PROPOSALS TO FUND A FEASIBILITY STUDY ON ACCESS OPTIONS BETWEEN
POSTAGE AND PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound Region is one of the most magnificent
and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska ar.d has iecome a major tourist
attraction and recreational area, and

WHEREAS, this area would be readily accessible to over cnc-hnlf the
population of Alaska if reasonable access were pro idee, and

WHEREAS, Improved access is particularly important to the people of
the Anchor gc Municipality, inasmuch as 3,900 pleasure boats are registered in
the Anchorage Area and the small boat harbor is being tripled in size, and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Marine Highway has indicated an intention to increase
the level of ferry service to Whittier from Southeast ports if ready access is
provided to Anchorage, and

WHEREAS, there are currently proposals before the Legislature to
appropriate funds to initiate studies of access options from Portage to Ber-
Valley Including providing frequent shuttle service through the tunnel.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Municipal Assembly
supports committee substitu e for SB 59.

AND BE IT FUR"TIER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to
all members of the Legislature and to Covernor Hacrvond.

1979 PASSED AND APFROVED by the Anchorage A&saublv this 20th day of March,



* e CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

f * * RESOLUTION NO. 7001

» A d

e A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
VALDEZ, ALASKA SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING THE

DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW OR IMPROVED HIGHWAY CONNECTION
e BETWEEN PORTAGE AND WHITTIER

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound has developed into a
major tourist attraction and recreation area for Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound area is one of the most
magnificent and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska and
further., that the construction of the Alyeska Marine Tanker Terminal

ha3 become an additional spectacular attraction drawing many thousands
of additional visitors to Valdez, and

> > ° w -»- / o*
. - " WHEREAS, rail service between Portage and Whittier is the
only access via the Alaska Marine Highway from the Anchorage end; and

WHEFJEAS, an improved road access would make this area far more
accessible and available for use by the major concentration f popula—
tion in Alaska, and

L J 5 K4 ._f**.

VJHEPJIAS, it is a prime concern of the City Council of the
City of Valdez to sec the level of ferry service into Valdez increased
e in order to serve a growing volume of travel and the Council feels that
e convenient land access would result it. improved ferry service in the
Prince William Sound; and
* - L * . T _*
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to again stress that this
additional ferry service is required to preclude the creation of great
,economic loss in Valdez and its neighboring cities in Prince William
"Sound and the entire tourist industry.
t o e

cee” HOW. TH&REFOP.E, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
akCITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA that N -

Section 1. The City Council supports and encourages the

development of a new or improved highway connection between Portage
and Whittier; ) « e

t *, t

« r

* Section 2. The City Council again urges that icvnedlate
planning be reinstated in regard to the potential for opening a highway-
,link to replace che rail connection into Whittier.

4 "

Section 3. Copies of this resolution be distributed to all
members of the Alaska State Legislature, the Covernor, the Alaska
"Congressional Delegation and che neads of appropriate agencies.
PASSED AND _.PnROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
VALDEZ, ALASKA this 3rd day of January 1978.

. T ,CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA



RESOLUTION CF THK CITY OF WHITTIER
HCHWAY CONNF.CTION |1ETWEKN PORTACE
AND WHITTIER: BERNARD .. HARSH
APPOINTED AS LOHUYIST A\D
CONSULTANT

* RESOLUTION NO. 11.2.77

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound Re%ion Is the most magnificent and
spectacular recreational area in Southcentral Alaska, and

. WHEREAS, an Improved road access would make this recreational ncea
available for use by the major concentration of population in Alaska, and

WHEREAS, W hittier's commercial port capacity uVutld be g_ro,ntly expanded
|to the %enefdlt of all Southcentrul” Alaska it access to Whittier” were
mproved, an

WHEREAS, the current expansion of small boat harbor facilities offers
new og ortunities for hetter service that are difficult to exploit without
adequate access, and

WHEREAS, lack of convenient land access between Uhittier and Anchorage/
Kenal Peninsula is a deterrent to the possible economic growth of Whitfier,

ROW, THEREFORE be It resolved by the City Council of the City of
Whittier, Alaska:

1. That the Whittier City Council suRports and encourages the
development of a new or improved highway connection”between
Portage and Whittier, and

2. That the Uhittier City Council urges the Alaska State
Leglslature, the State Administration, and the appropriate
Federal agencies to plan and construct a project to
accomplish this purpose, and a

3. That the Whittier City Council hereby appoints and retains
Bernard L. Marsh of Anchorage, Alaska, as it's Iobb¥|st and
consultart]t, tg dovelop feasibility for and to promote suck
e projsct, an

4. That copies of this resolution be distributed to all members
of the Alaska Stats Leglslsturs, the Governor, the Alaska
Congresalonal Delegation and the heads of aprioprlata agencies.

PASSEQ AND APPROVED this  2nd day of November, 1977.

fl or f4 9.U O
Cecil F. Zcigler, Mayor &
ATTEST:

City ClsrSTtfrea'iurcr



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

T0:

FROM:

Vera Metcalfe, DATE. Hay 1978

Special Assistant

Legislative Liasion FILE NO

Commissioner®™s Office

Juneau TELEPHONE NO:

Maurice Wilson\ subject: Portage to Bear Valley
- Roadway Cost Estimate

Manager, Central Region S B. 585

Transportation Planning

The 1972 study indicated a cost of $2,348,000 to build 7,650 feet of
highway and 440 feet of bridges from Portage to Bear Valley. The 1978
cost update is $4,250,000.

The road to Bear Valley would be of little use without the rail shuttle
portion of the proposal.

Project scope is as follows:

The new roadway construction for this project would begin on the
Portage Glacier Road approximately 1700 feet east of tho Portage
Glacier Observatory. The alignment curves to the east away from
the observatory area to cross Portage Creek approximately 200 feet
downstream from the Portage Lake outlet. Prom this point the align—
ment curves around the base of the mountain at rhe northwest end
of the lake and crosses Placer Creek with a structure about 400-
feet north of the inlet into Portage Lake. The roadway alignment
then parallels the mainline tracks of the Alaska Railroad and
would terminate at a parking lot 1300 feet west of tunnel door
number two.

Construction of the new roadway should be to State Standards for
Secondary Highways using six Inches of select material, six Inches
of crushed aggregate base course and three inches of hot bituminous
pavement. There would be two driving lanes 12-feet wide with two-
foot shoulders and 4:1 side slopes. The first 2000 feet of con—
struction would consist of building a new fill eight to ten feet
high to raise the elevation of the proposed roadway to the level

of the existing roadway at the beginning of tho project. After cross—
ing Portage Creek 3250 feet of rock excavation will be necessury to
construct the road into Bear Valley. Pram this point, on additional
2400 feet of fill, 10 to 12 feet hlph, will be necessary for con—
structing the roadway to Its termination point at the proposed
parking lot.

Two bridges would je required on this project. The first one wodld
be approximately 280 feet long across Portage Creek while the second
one_crossing Placer Creek would bft about 160 feet.
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Honorable John C. Sackett
Senator

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Jur.eau, Alaska 99311

Dear Senator SacKitt:

Following is the Information you requested on SB 5G5, the Act which v;ould
appropriate $259,000 for the State share of the project cost of the Portage
to Bear Valley Road.

The right-of-way Involved is national Park Service land.

The project has not been included in the proposed Capital Improvement
Projects of our Department.

The 1972 study of this proposed road showed a cost of $2,3/43J000 to build
7,650 feet of highway and 440 feet of bridges. The 1973 cost update would
total $4,250,000.

Construction should be to state standards for secondary highways using six
Inches of select material, six inches of crushed aggregate base course,
end three Inches of hot bituminous pavement. There would be two driving
lanes of 12-foot width with 2-~oo0ot shoulders. The two bridges would be
(1) approximately 2C0 feet lonj across Portage Creek, and (2) 160 feot
long across Placer Creek. -y

erely.

r 3LJ

Donald Harris
Conmissioner
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JUN
I HOPE YOU VILL VOTE APPROVAL ON S3585 AND SCRI100 BECAUSE

THESE BILLS ARE OF SUCH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO A LARGE PART S%§

OF THE POPULATION OF THE STATE OF ALASKA. fe
KAY SHEPHERD, PRESIDENT "0k
VHITTIER HISTORICAL AND FINE ARTS MUSEUM INC &

MEMBER 30RAD OF DIRECTORS ALASKA STATE MINI TV ASSOC INC*! *
B
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