


C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

H O U S E

March 29, 1979 Date: ---- U — L — — Q .-------

Hr. S p e a k e r :

The C o m m i t t e e  o n  :'AT~ AVI-AI  h a s  h a d _________ - _____________

"An Act making a spacial appropriation for a feasibility study of a 
Portage to Whittier transportation system; eff. date."

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  (a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  co. m l t t e e )  (the c o m m i t t e e )  

r e p o r t s  1t b a c k  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

[ ] do p a s s  [ ] do n o t  p a s s

[ ] do p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s (s )
) s a m e  t i t l e

( ) r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS for ________________________________________________ I j n e w  t i t l e

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  _______________________________________

FURTHER: F I N A N C E

[ ] A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  of I n t e n t "  ( 1 N e w  F i s c a l  N o t e

( ] r e p o r t s  It b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

( J r e f e r r e d  to t h e _________________________________________________C o m m i t t e e

M F M B E R S  S I G N I N G  M E M B E R S  H A V I N G
00 P A S S  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S:

/! < *  .u, j . n z

H 60 (Rev. 12/78)



$ T:C \ c d .^ v ^ c .v rio :^
•  “  *110*12: i S S i^

,  ^  _  Xm '&m , m iR&&
.Cji 3^>Lc-£ <tctjt- '£ . & < r  / ^ r l — \

------------------ Z — --------------- - 4 - — 1 3 7 3  m 27 B 2  0 1
B 2 0 7 S  N L  A N C H O R A G E  A L A S K A  WZ H i - 2 6  3 3 7 P  A S T  

P K S  S E N  V R A Y  B R A D L E Y  

J U N

R E  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 59  

F R O K  A N C H O R A G E  Y A C H T  C L U 3

V E ,  T H E  U N D E R S I G N E D  N E P E R S  O F  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  Y A C H T  CLU-i 

E A R N E S T L Y  S O L I C I T  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  S.3. 5?. V E  O M S P E .  u  

V I T A L  TO  T H E  E C O N O M I C  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N A L  N E E D S  O F  S D M T M C E N 7 P £ 1  

A L A S K A  A N D  F E E L  T H A T  T H E  F E A S I L I S I L I T Y  S T U 7 Y  V I L L  S U 0 ? V < T  

OL’v P O S I T I O N .

D. H. H E N S O N J P :  C H R I S T I A N S O N S H V ’T Y  IAG3G0.J

J E R R Y  P. V I L L I S P H I L  D S3 N A N 3l*: T O N  H. *? .’D I D ,

A. E. r i L L N E R V I L L A N N S  T I T U S J T U N F. R A T T E R ^ A N

J M  V O L C 0 T T G E R A L D  E. E A R ? JA 'iS A. H A M I L T O N

J. D O U G L A S  B U R K E N E I L  D A Y T O N J I V r.O^LSR

•♦ALTER J. H I C X E L D A N I E L  A. B O O R S  JR. F=?ED F H <

G R I F F I T H  H. S T E I N E R G E O R G S  .1. S U L L I V A K P A N  R. o o S E T «

D C *  S. 9»JRX S T E P H E N  J. KAR A H A S H H. w . K » ST I. v> S

A R N E  C H R I S T I A N S O N R'JF'JS C. I!lMCHr : V T ' " 1' c* m > i I *• « . J .

V I L L I A S  H. S C O P R. S T A N L E Y  D I T U S A, ifv-***:-

D E N N I S  L. V A L D O C K G S O R T S  A. T.UIR m c h  m i s t ’p  n

L A R R Y  f o r d h a :i C A R L  F. a ? A D Y  J?. r * L  A L L  I SI *

A S a I. M A R T I N R I C H A R D  C, P O P E B i T r Y  L. G G . P A L E S

DO.v'N F. H O V  E L I H A R O L D  L. C L O U D c. AN*.Ef s":;

L A R R Y  H E A L F.OVARD . .. O N E  ILL C P i  »Y A N O E ’S J *



"•EL S T A R K  

E D M O N D  V. BlJRKE 

E D G A R  B I L L I M E K  

D E M O I N E  G A M B L E  

M U R R A Y  S T A N L E Y  

R O N  L. R E T T I G  

H. J. t’H I T E  

L O I S  L. Q U I C K  

A R T H U R  H. S NO VO E M  II 

K A R L  S. J O H N S T O N E  

D A V I O  G. M A R T I N  

D A R R E L  L. B A H N E R  

R O B E R T  L. S P I L S  

V I L L I A M  C. P U N C H E S  

J O H N  I. M I L L E R ,  JR.

A. C. S V A L I I N 3

J A M E S  C. P R I C M a RO

A N N A  V 0 0 C A R D  V I L L I A M G

D A M  B A I L E Y

N O R M A  M A C

R O B E R T  E. M C Q U A l Q

W I L L I A M  M. M U R R A Y

J O E  C 0 L U 1 3 U S

H I L L  J O N E S

C A N  F A R R

L«° ON P. M A R T I N

F R A N K  M. R £ £ C  JR.

G E O R G E  S T A R H

r. A. W I L S O N

•  * f r i l H l  t  f

V I L L I  A M  E. S C H O E P H O E S T E P  C A R L  7. A - n ~ - c :  

3 S N J .  0 V A L T E R S  JR.

K E N N E T H  G. M E R R I T T  

J A K E  L. S H U M A K E R  

L A N E  A. 3 0 Y S R  

D A R E L I D  l a r r i g a n  

B O B B Y  C A P P S  

R I C H A R D  V. S U T H E R L A N D

M A R K  C. p o v l a n d

R. H. K I N N E Y  

A R D E N  A N D E R S O N  

S T E V E  J A C K S O N  

ED .R. S H E P H E R D  

R O G E R  L. J A C O B S O M  

L. 6. A N O S R S O N  

R 0 3 E R T  H I C K E L  

C A N  H. C U D D Y  

C H A R L E S  K O ? L S R  

P A Y  M C C A R T Y  

B O B  C R O W

P A M E L A  M O N R O E  S T O N S F E L T  

V E R N O N  H I C K E L  

J O H N  D. W O O D  

F A Y N E  H A S T I N G S  

B I L L  S E L T E M R E I C H  

R O B E R T  0. S E A 3 U R Y  

D A L E  U N 1 E R E C H 7  

C U R T  S T O Y E L L  

H U G H  S. V A O E  

i*rv «?Tcr>;ii

B U C K I E  T A F T  

T. £. D U F F  

LYLE AXSRLS O  
E R N E S T  M A T S  

B I L L  J. T* YI.On 

3 0 3  r C G R A N E  

r I a N E  3. t- rJ'< a M ?



L. J. SCKL'LTZ  

G E O R G E  D. C O O P E R  

* A X I N E  A. K E L L Y  

J A M E S  L A N E  R H O A D S  

P. S. B R E W E R  

E U G E N E  C L E A R Y  

P H I L I P  A. S T E W A R T  

C H A R L I E  d U S S E L L  

V E R N O N  R. J O H N S O N  

R. J E R R O L D  Q U A M  

B I L L  G. M I L L E R

J A C K  S T E P H L  

K A R L  A. E A C H N E R  

C L I F C R O  J. 3 R 0 H  

N « E. '’O W N E R S  

W I L L I A M  H. K E N D A L L  

W I L L I A M  M. H A N N A N  

C I N N Y  V. S C H M I T T  

S T E V E  P. A N D E R S O N  

R O B E R T  S P A R K S ,  .|R. 

D O N  C A L T

C H A R L E S  E. V A L S H



-

Roqucs>:*:d by: Asscriblynan D o n  S m i t h

Kcer!.i> F e b r u a r y  20, 1 9 7 fJ
f      ^ • »— _

•  • • •  • •  • •  9-  • « .

A N C H O R A G E , ALASiUA 

ASSF.:ir,i.Y r e s o l u t i o n  

A R  MO. 79-39 S

* • i . . _  j

:• S \  U. 0 • 7 7
V.

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  A S S E M B L Y  S U P F O R T I N G  C C M ' I I I E E  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  S E N A T E  

B I L L  59 A N D  B U D G E T  P R O P O S A L S  T O  F U N D  A  F E A S I B I L I T Y  ST U D Y  O N  A C C E S S  O P T I O N S  B E T W E E N  
P O R T A G E  A N D  P R I N C E  W I L L I A M  S O U N D

W H E R E A S ,  the P r i n c e  W i l l l a n  S o u n d  R e g i o n  is one o f  the raost n a g n i f i c e r t  

a n d  s p e c t a c u l a r  a r e a s  in S u t h c e n c r a l  A l a s k a  and h a s  Vecorce a r.ajor tourist 

a t t r a c t i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  area, and

W H E R E A S ,  thi9 are a  w o u l d  be r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  to over t n e - h a l f  t he 

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  if r e a s o n a b l e  a c c e s s  w e r e  provided, and

W H E R E A S ,  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  important to t h e  p e o p l e  of 

t he A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  i n a s m u c h  as 5 , 9 0 0  plea s u r e  b o a t s  arc r e g i s t e r e d  in 

the A n c h o r a g e  A r n a  and the snail boat h a r b o r  is b e i n g  tripled in size, a nd

W H E R E A S ,  the A l r s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  has i n d i c a t e d  an i n t e n t i o n  to i n c r e a s e  

the l e v e l  of fe r r y  s e r v i c e  to W h i t t i e r  f r o m  Southeast p o r t s  if r e a d y  a c c e s s  is 

p r o v i d e d  to A n c h o r a g e ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  there a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s a l s  b e f o r e  the L e g i s l a t u r e  to 

a p p r o p r i a t e  fu n d s  to i n i t i a t e  s t u d i e s  of a c c e s s  o p t i o n s  iron P o r t a g e  to H e a r  

V a l l e y  i n c l u d i n g  p r o v i d i n g  frequent s h u ttle service through the tunnel.

NOW ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT R E S 0 L V E 0 ,  Ahat the A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y  

s u p p o r t s  c o o n l t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  for SB 59.

A N D  BE I T  F U R T H E R  R E SOLVED, that c opies of this r e s o l u t i o n  be sent to 

e l l  r * o b e r s  o f  the L e g i s l a t u r e  and to C o v e r n o r  Hanroad.

1979 .
P A S S E D  A M D  A P P R O V E D  by the A n c l o r a g o  A s s o c b l y  this 20ch d a y  of M a r c h ,

Chi irnaii

A T T E S T :

___________

Municipal C l e r k  C<cCZ»i,
J
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C I T Y  O F  V A L D E Z ,  A L A S K A  

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7001

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  
. V A L D E Z ,  A L A S K A  S U P P O R T I N G  A N D  E N C O U R A C I N C  T H E

D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  A  N E W  O R  I M P R O V E D  H I G H W A Y  C O N N E C T I O N  
• B E T W E E N  P O R T A G E  A N D  W H I T T I E R

t „ . * •
V7HEREAS, the P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  has d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a 

m a j o r  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  and r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a  for A l a s k a ;  a nd

i* •
W H E R E A S ,  the P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  ar e a  is o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

•' m a g n i f i c e n t  a n d  s p e c t a c u l a r  a r e a s  in S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a nd
further., that the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the A  lye s k a  M a r i n e  T a n k e r  T e r m i n a l  
h a s  b e c o m e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s p e c t a c u l a r  a t t r a c t i o n  d r a w i n g  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  a d d i t i o n a l  v i s i t o r s  to Valdez, a n d  

;; . ...
W H E R E A S ,  r a i l  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  is t h e  

’• o n l y  a c c e s s  v i a  t he A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  fro m  the A n c h o r a g e  end; a n d  
. . .  ; * •

W H E R E A S , a n  i m p r o v e d  r o a d  a c c e s s  w o u l d  m a k e  this a r e a  far n o  
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  for u s e  b y  the m a j o r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a -  

* t i o n  in A l a s k a ;  a n d  • •

W H E R E A S ,  it is a p r i m e  c o n c e r n  of the C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  the 
C i t y  o f  V a l d e z  to see the level of ferry s e r vice into V a l d e z  i n c r e a s e d  

\  in o r d e r  to s e r v e  a g r o w i n g  v o l u m e  o f  t r avel and the C o u n c i 1 f e e l s  Chat
* c o n v e n i e n t  lan d  a c c e s s  v/ould r e s u l t  in i m p r o v e d  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  in the 
P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S ound; a n d  '•

; v ‘
WH E R E A S ,  c h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  w i s h e s  to a g a i n  s tress tha t  thi s

* a d d i t i o n a l  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  is r e a u i r e d  to p r e c l u d e  the c r e a t i o n  of g r e a t  
. e c o n o m i c  loss in V a l d e z  a n d  its n e i g h b o r i n g  c i t i e s  in P r i n c e  W i l l i a m
S o u n d  a n d  Che e n t i r e  t o u r i s t  Industry.

i. 
•  • • '• • NO W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  BE I T  R E S O L V E D  h i  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E

C I T Y  O F  V A L D E Z ,  A L A S K A  that 
; • . - •

S e c t i o n  1 . T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  supp o r t s  a nd e n c o u r a g e s  Che 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of a n e w  or i m p r o v e d  h i g h w a y  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  
a n d  W h i t t i e r ;

. • * * * . . •
* S e c t i o n  2 . T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a g a i n  u r g e s  that i m m e d i a t e  

p l a n n i n g  b e  r e i n s t a t e d  in r e g a r d  to che p o t e n t i a l  for o p e n i n g  a h i g h w a y
.* l i n k  to r e p l a c e  t he r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n  into Whit t i e r .
• « ♦ * y,* * i* •

' S e c t i o n  3. C o p i e s  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  to a l l
m e m b e r s  o f  che A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the C o v e r n o r ,  the A l a s k a  

* C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  and the h e a d s  of a p p r o p r i a t e  a g e n c i e s .
. •* . 

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  B Y  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  
* V A L D E Z ,  A L A S K A  this 3rd___________ d a y  o f  J a n u a r y  1978.

•I

kTVm Vvv k n
D e p u t y  C i t y  C l e r k



RESOLUTION OF THK C'TY OF WHITTIER 
HIGHWAY CONNECTION uTWEI’.tl PORTAGE 
ANH WHITTIER: BEKMAUD I.. MARSH 
APPOINTED AS LOHUYIST AND 
CONSULTANT

RESOLUTION NO. 11.2.77

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound Region is the most magnificent and 
spectacular recreational area in Southcentral Alaska, and

WHEREAS, an improved toad access would make this recreational area 
available for use by the major concentrat ton cf population in Alaska, and

WHEREAS, Whittier's commercial port capacity i£>uld be gfo^tly expanded 
to che benefit of all Southcentral Alaska if access to Whittier wore 
improved, and

WHEREAS, che current expansion of small boat harbor facilities offers 

new opportunities for wetter service that are difficult to exploit without 
• adequate access, ar.d

WHEREAS, lack of convenient land access between Whittier and Anchorage/ 
Kcnai Peninsula la a deterrent to the possible economic growth of Whittier,

KOW, THEREFORE be it resolved by the Ctcy Council of the City of 
Whittier, Alaska:

* a

1. That che VhltCler City Council supports and encourages the 
development of a new or improved highway connection between 
Portage and Whittier, and

e

2. That the Whittier City Council urges the Alaska State 
Legislature, the State Administration, and the appropriate 

Federal agencies to plan and construct a project to 
accomplish this purpose, and *

3. That the Whittier City Council hereby appoints and retains 
Bernard L. Marsh of Anchorage, Alaska, as it's lobbyist and 
consultant, to develop feasibility for and to promote slick

e pro. t. and j
'  t e  e

* e

4. That copies of this resolution be distributed to all members 
o f  the Alaska State Legislature, the Covernor, the Alaska 
Congressional Delegation end the heeds of appropriate agencies.

.. •. . • • • .* :•*
FAS5E0 AND APPROVED this 2nd ' day of Noveaber, 1977.

• • •

Cecil F. Zcigter, Mayor c f
ATTEST :

( 0- ^f ^ CL*illAA^ 
City Clerk7Txea*uror



I

F u n d i n g  I nformation Introduced: 1/17/79
G e n e r a l  Fund $250,000 Referred: I-.ate A f f a i r
O t h e r  Funds -0- a nd Finance

$750,000

IN T HE SENATE BY B R A DLEY

? I SENATE BILL NO. 59

J  - IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA

A E L E V E N T H  L E G I S LATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  A BILL

fl | For an Act entitled: "An Act appro p r i a t i n g  $250,000 for the-state share of

the project cost of the Portage to Bear V a l l e y  Roadj 

and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective date."

B E  IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $250,000 is appropriated fron the general fund to 

the Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Public Facilities fcr the state c o n t r i­

but i o n  to the federal aid h i g h w a y  project for constructlcn of a h i g hway fr o m  

P o r t a g e  to Bear V a l l e y  Road.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1979.
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2136 Lous3ac Drive 

Anchorage, Ala3ka 99503

March 26, 1979

S e n ator W. E. B r a d l e y  

Al a s k a  State Legislature 

Peuch V

Juneau, Alaska 99311

Ref: SB 59

Dear Senator 3radley:

This l e t t e r  is to request you r  support of SB 59 for improved h i g hway access to 

Whittier, Alaska.

In these days wha n  A l a s k a’s industry development in many area3 have a gloomy 

ou t l o o k  d u e  to federal restrictions of one kind or another, w* Alaskans must 

l o o k  to encouraging industry d e v e l opment i n  all foa3iblo areas immune from 

federal intervention and associated restrictions. One such irea that the 

federal government has not yet ©ffectivoly restricted is the observing and 

enjo y i n g  o f  sconic beauty. The Whittier area as a gateway to Prince Vttlliam 

S o u n d  offers 3ueh a commodity for sale to tourists, an industry that brings 

outside m o n e y  t o  the state of Alaska and thereby is offoctive in reducing 
our b a l a n c e  of payments to the south U 3  states.

Prince William Sound, from Whittier to Cordova is a vast area of inland- 

p r otected water that offers several activities for sale to the tourists, as 

w e l l  as A l a s k a  rasidents, such as sailing, scuba diving, photography, 

s p o r t  fishing, clam digging, crab potting as well as Iho most sconic 

b o a t i n g  are a  in central and wostern Alaska. Since these activities are 

d e p e n d e n t  upon renewablo or inexpendablo resources, once developed they will 

cont i n u e  indofinitoly. Such economic developments are the wisest typo of 

i n v e s t m e n t s  which the state of Alaska can and should make from the income 

d e r i v e d  from their present dopletable resources.

Whittier is the most logical gateway to Prince William Sound since it is the 

o n l y  location that allows access to the sound from the west end through 

protected inland waterways. Road access to Whittior is essential to 

promote d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the tourist potential thif area has to rffor. An 

ap p r o x i m a t e  fifteen mile extension o f  the existing highway from Anchorage to 

Portage wo u l d  provide suoh road access, ftis road to Boar Valloy would 

signi f i c a n t l y  improve the access to Whittier and would be compatible to an 

eventual road all the way to Whittier.

As l i f e - l o n g  Alaskans, we aro interested in maintaining and improving our 

econ o m i c  basa i n  order to I nsure that we, as well as our ohildrsn and thoir 

c h i l d r e n  may continue to onJoy livinr in Alaska.

In the Interest of Alaska in ita entirety, we urge your support o f  S3 59.

' ' fM V w w r *-+4. ^ '
to .  and to s . Bud So lten re ich

co: Senator Ed Lttnkverth

Jenator Bill Ray 

Bernard L. Marsh, Ex0 0  S e c’t 
Whittier Road Development Assoc
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l i i r /AV S HAUHOND. GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
Otntt or rm commas o x n  '  pouch i  i u h i a u  am

atm *sm

May 8, 1978 

000H

Honorable John C. Sackett 
Senator

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Sackett:

Following 1s the Information you requested on SB 585, the Act which would 

appropriate $250,000 for the State share of the project cost of the Portage 
to Bear Valley Road.

The right-of-way Involved is National Park Service land.

The project ha** not been Included in m e  proposed Capital Improvement 

Projects of our Department.

The 1972 study of this proposed road showed a cost of $2,348,000 to build 

7 , 6 5 0  feet of hiqhway and 440 feet of bridqes. The 1978 cost update would 
total $ 4 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  *—  -------------------------------------------------

roncfr.irHnn should be to state standards for secondary highways using six 

.Inches of select material, six inches of crusHedliiggrcoatc bo^e course, 

_and..threc inches of hot bituminous pavement. There would be two driving 
lanes of 12-foot width wlth_2-foQt shoulders. The two bridqes wou J he 
fl) approximately 280 feet long across Portage Creek, and (Zj 160 feet 

long across Placer Creek. "

Donald Harris 
Commissioner
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TO: REP. R A Y  M E T C A L F E ,  H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S

SEN. B O B  M U L C A H Y ,  C H A I R M A N  S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  

SEN. B R A D  B R A D L E Y ,  S P O N S O R  SB 59 (BEAR V A L L E Y  ROAD)

SEN. E D  D A N K W O R T H ,  S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  

S A M  C O X S O N ,  C I T Y  M A N A G E R ,  W H I T T I E R  

P E R R Y  L O V E T T ,  C I T Y  M A N A G E R ,  C O R D O V A

FR OM : B E N  M A R S H

S U B J E C T :  S B  -59, H B  160, H B  161

I h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  for m y  o p i n i o n  o n  c o m b i n i n g  the a b o v e  bi l l s .

H B  16 0 w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  to th e Al as k a  P e n n i s u l a  a n d  the 

A l e u t i a n  C h a i n  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a m o n t h ,  HB  161 w o u l d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to  a c q u i r e  t w o  p a s s e n g e r  ferries, and S B  5 9  w o u l d  fund 

t h e  i n t i a l  s t u d i e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a r o a d  f ro m  P o r t a g e  to B e a r  V a l l e y .

T h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  is c o n s i d e r i n g  a b u d g e t  i t e m  to  p r o v i d e  

i n c r e a s e d  rail s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  Bear  V a l l e y  a n d  W h i t t i e r .

It w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  t h e s e  b i l l s  c o u l d  be combined, or  at  l e a s t  SB 3 9  

a n d  HB 161 c o u l d  b e  c o m b i n e d ,  :Lt t h e r e  is s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  for both.

If H B  161 d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  a c h a n c e  o f  p a s s a g e  this y e a r ,  t h e n  t h e y  s h o u l d

n o t  b e  c o m b i n e d .  If H B  161 h a s  h e a v y  s u p p o r t  from b u s h  l e g i s l a t o r s ,

a n d  the p r o j e c t s  c a n  be  p a r t  of t h e  same system, t he  i d e a  is g oo d.

If H B  1 61 and  SB  6 9  a r e  c o m b i n e d ,  then  H B  161 s ho u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  to

i n c l u d e  i n c r e a s e d  l e v e l  of f e r r y  s e r v i c e  to P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Soun d.

T h e  t e c h n i c a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  t h i s  c a n  be d o n e  w i t h  th e n e w  f e r r i e s  

to b e  a c q u i r e d ,  m u s t  b e  a n s w e r e d  b y  the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  D i v i s i o n .  I n p u t  

w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  f r o m  the P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  So un d c o m m u n i t i e s  as  t o  the 

l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c *  d e s i r e d .

T h e  r o a d  to Be a r  V a l l e y  a n d  i m p r o v e d  r a i l  servic e t h r o u g h  the t u n n e l

a r e  v i t a l  l i n k s  t o  i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  to P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  

to Bill H u d s o n ,  f o r m e r  D i r e c t o r  o f  the M a r i n e  Hig h w a y ,  w i l l  j u s t i f y  

b e t t e r  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  to a ll  P t i n e e  W i l l i a m  Sound c o m m u n i t i e s .  A ls o,  

t h e r e  w il l  b e  e n o r m o u s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b e n e f i t s  to  the A n c h o r a g e  and 

Konai p o p u l a t i o n s .

cc: C i t y  M a n a g e r ,  S e w a r d  C i t y  M an a g e r ,  H o m e r

C i t y  M a n a g e r ,  V a l d e z  A l l  A n c h o r a g e  L e g i s l a t o r s

C i t y M H n a g e r ,  K en ai
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U r S HAMMOND GOVEMOt

POUCH Z
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER-FACILITIES PLANNING AND RESEARCH I  JUNEAU. ALASKA 9 9 8 n

D E P A R T M E N T  OF TRAN SPO R TAT IO N  AND  PUBLIC FA C IL IT IE S

March 23, 1979

Honorable W. E. Brad Bradley 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Bradley:

Re: Committee Substitute on SB 59, concerning access to Whittier

S e c t i o n  142, Title I of the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 
1978, passed by Congress, allows for federal funds to be used for the 
operations or improvements of the access between Whittier and PortageJ 
The main reason for the substitute language is that all FY 79 and FY ~80 
federal receipts for the Department of Transportation are appropriated 
for projects by Chapters 138 and 113 of SLA 78. [Jy providing state 
funds for the feasibility study of Whittier to Postage access, the 
Department will be able to initiate a study of the options for access 
and recommend a program to the Legislature for the FY 81 and 82 Ca/ital 
Improvements PrograinT/

Sincerely,

Richard A. Holden 
Deputy Commissioner

cc: Robert W. Ward 
Keith Specking 
Warren Sparks

»A .T«LH
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Bear Valley Road Plan
7s Put On Back Burner

Times Juneau Bureau
JUNEAU — A bill to pay for the state money needed would probably

state’ -. share of construction into 
Bear Valley, from Portage toward 
Whittier, was put on hold in the Sen­
ate State Affairs Committee Friday.

Construction of the project, If It 
ever begins, is probably at least five 
yean  away

The bill is intended to match 
funds with federal funds to allow 
construction of a 2.2-mile stretch of 
road from the Portage Glacier visi­
tors’ center Into the valley, where it 
could connect with the Alaska Rail­
road and a mmmer-use-only trail 
arcund a mountain, both leading to 
Whittier on the Prince William 
Sound.

The committee heard testimony 
Wednesday from Whittier and 
Anchorage residents who own prop- 
e .ty  and use the city's harbor for 
boating, fishing and other recrea 
tlon. I'*;

Representatives of the state De­
partment of Transportation told the 
committee Friday that it must be de­
cided wh'ch form of federal funding 
the road would qualify for before the 
state could appropriate the proper

be ut least JSMa.uuu, based on a 12 per­
cent share of the $7.9 million road.

The road, which is being sought 
by Whittier and Valdez residents be­
cause it would beef up tourism traf­
fic to those communities, also would 
be a better way to evacuate resi­
dents in case of medical emergency 
than the Alaska Railroad is now, a 
lobbyist for the two towns said 
Wednesday.
1 But Friday's hearing pointed out 
that many political problems face 
the road before it becomes reality.

Opposition from legislators in 
other parts of the Kenai Peninsula is 
based on the supposition that a 
Whittier Road would divert tourism 
traffic from the ports of Seward and 
Homer.

Additionally, in th.s year of a tight- 
budget, the threat of a line item veto 
by Gov. Jay Hammond Is strong, 
iven If the bill were passed.

Further, any use of federal 
money requires a number of public 
hearings, and Dennis Dooley, direc­
tor of transportation planning for the 
state Department of Transportation.

amount of money. said some kind of "fluk" from envi-
Th*- bill, sponsored by Sen Brad 

Bradley. R Fogle River, authorizes 
spending $230,000 and Is the same bill 
that missed passage in the Senate 
last year. j

Transftransport lion officials said the

ronmenlalists might be expected.
•> The question, "How soon can I 
put my boat in the water?”  asked by 
Eagle River Sen. Tim Kelly was 

' greeted with laughter by the officials 
testifying.

- ' —  '• M  |



Whereas the Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1978 

Section 142.(a) RAIL OPERATION PROJECTS IN NONHIGHWAY AREAS provides for 
assistance for that portion of the Alaska Railroad from Whittier to 
Portage for the purpose of linking up highways or other transportation 
modes on the system, allowing the expenditure of not more than 5 percent 
of the funds apportioned for the Primary System, and any project being 
subject to all provisions of Title 23, United States Code;

Whereas, it is prudent that the feasibility of the various options that 
provide such improvements be determined prior to the commitment of any 
portion of the highwa;, tunds now apportioned to the State;

Therefore, the sum of $200,000 is apportioned to the D0T/PF for the 
purpose of determining the feasibility of the Whittier link-up and the 
degree of utilization of the estimated $2.5 million available each year 
as provided by the Act.

/ \ ! > 7 g  ■'
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• !|IN THE SENATE
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Referred: Commerce and State
Affairs

Introduced: 4/11/78

BY THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 100 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to the Federal Aid Highway S y s­

tem.

7 I!BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

b ji WHEREAS Prince W i l l iam Sound has developed Into a m ajor tourist attrac- 

9 |)tion and recreation area for Alaska; and

•o|] WHEREAS Prince William Sound jl ^ o n e o f t h e ^ n o s t m a g n l f l c e n t ^ K n d _ 8 £ e c t ^ -  

n [[cular areas in Southcentral Alaska; and 

i?

13
WHEREAS an improved road access between Portage and Whittier would m a ke 

this area much tore accessible and available to the major concentration of

m  population in Alaska; and

is

is

II

IB

10

WHEREAS an improved road access between Portage a n d  Whittier would

justify an improved level of ferry service on the Marine Highway between the

Prince W i lliam Sound cotanun'.tlta of Whittier. Valdez, and Cordova; and

WHEREAS there la presently no designated route for the construction o f  

a future link between Portage and Whittier on the Federal Aid Highway Sya-

andTO ||t 4

Tt || WHEREAS the commissioner of the Department of Transportation and Public

7j [[Facilities has authority to designate such a route and request its inclusion 

T3|]ln the Federal Aid Highway System;

?4 || BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is

j*, jjrespectfui ly requested to direct the consBlssloner of transportation and p u b­

ic facilities to designate a route for construction of a highway and tunnel^ 

Link from the end of the federal aid highway at Portage Glacier Visitors

Center to the Port of Whittier, and to roquaat Its inclusion in the Federal 

Id Highway System; and be It

-1- SCR 100
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is respectfully requested to direct 

the commissioner of transportation and public facilities to consult with the 

U.S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, to obtain necessary rlght-

i 
3
3

4 of-way for the designated federal aid highwev route.
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Kay 3. 1973 SEX ATE JCURJOL S3)

' aoJ repo rts  i t  V ick  a * fo l lc v s :  ' r . i c o r  H u b i v ,  C u t r u a ,  S3and S c u s o r  S r t iU r  "oo p i t i * .  S e u : o r  W i l l i s  9• lp * d  "do r * c c c o c  i i : io a " .
• J ' SSU7S SILL SO. 9 v»» r«5#r :«J to  th * F lo c o *  Corot1 1  * *  .• ••

K «  S u t *  A f fa ir s  C ocn ltte s has had SIXAH S U L  NO. 131 S3(s p e c ia l app rop ria tion  to  t i e  A laska C crrt S n : » t )  c l  131a E a jo r tr y  o f  t i e  c o m ‘.: : « «  repo rts  I t  lo ck  w ithou t raroo- ix a iU e ia a . 7b* repo rt ves s i f t e i  3* S t t i : c r  V i l l U ,  Co- Chairsen . asd c s e c t r s l  i s  I j  Senators 3 r a l le * .  E- la r a t j  Bap. Senator K e r tr s la  i l p s l  “do pass"*.
I *

S O U S  BILL SO. 121 was re fe r re d  to  cha f l t u o s  C c ra ir to o .

The ry^r-a-^| Cy;c i has tad  SSXATt SXLL 30. 135 (ap7 r»- f  S3 »• p r li:L T ^ sT jS tC o J  to r t i e  s ta te  share o f  t i e  ' r e j e c t  c c s t  / 55Vo f  th e . Port ax • to  3 ear T i l l e r  Load) a l a r  c s e s i l s t l t i a i  O '  cad r s c o a s c l i  i t  do pass. The report vas s if itsd  1*Senator S rsd ley . C a lr a s a ,  and c c c c u r r s l La t »  Sara te r *512=0 * r  and E i/c-.ij.

Ar the reqeest o f  Senator W i l l i s .  Co-C ta im ca. S ta te  A f f a i r s  C c m i t tM , eh# P residen t va ired  the S ta rs A f fa ir s  C r tr s if .e e  
r e f e r r a l  oo rtXATt i l l  I. SO. SS5 and tc  was re fs r re d  to  the Ita s a c s  Coestlcteo.

The C o o an itT  and A rg ic ra l A f fa ir s  C o e c ic : **  Lae had STXATf 53 _a. BILL 30. 5)9 ( r s f n l a c i n  o f  the s a ls  o f  a lc o h o lic  le v e r e t s *  599V  fee B s l t b s l l e U t )  r t l s r  cons ide ra tio n  and t s t x s s c i i  I tb« n p i . c s d  w ith  c o n r . T 7 m  v . u . i n i  r c i  n v i  j : h  so .• . .  399 and reports ic  back as fa llo w s i S s r a u t  O rs ta i.  C h a ir-J  a n .  aad SsaaeoT fecekse? s iCtad “do p ass*. Sana to rs  W i l l i s
and Suaner s i f t e d  "oo t s e n s e l s t l s s  .

•_I "-*! ' 10*71 BILL *0 . 599 wet re fe r re d  to  the la l s s  C r w lc t e * .
4* o—

The Beat* A f fa ir s  C o ca if.e e  has bad BOCTt BILL 9* . 921 O(m s B p ls p a i:  I t f c r t s c s  cc ra ra ra  fo r  eaplopaoe o f the  *31» s ta te  aad I t s  p o l i t i c a l  S 'Jsd lrt* lobe ) c l e f  co n s id e ra tio n  andI t  beak v tlfe  tha fe llo w  I n f  u n d a a i t  i
f i t *  I .  t i n *  lO i d e la te  a l l  a a t e r ia l  a a d  i n s e r t  i

•Sec. 1. S ection * 11 and 1). ch. 122. SLA1911 a r*  iepee led  and ra-eosrtad to  reed;



V e m  Metcalfe relating to SCR 100 (Relating to the Federal Aid Highway Sy3 tem) ,

The stand of the Department on this Is that to date there has not 

been sufficient evidence to indicate that such a highway can receive 

a priority when considered with other projects within the 3tate. As 

you know, the Alaska Railroad currently serves the community of Whittier 

with service that allows the carrying of recreational equipment etc.

Our Design and Construction Division has, when It was the Department 

of Highways, surveyed the area on several occasions studying the fcabiblllty 

of such a project. There are two alternatives. One 13 che "tunnel alternative" 

which oears and estimated cost of $130 million and would Include the tunnel 

and the neccessary btldges, lighting, ventilation etc. The Design and 

Construction^ Division ’ ve also conducted helicopter surveys of an 

alternative known as the Portage Pass road. They were unable, using 

helicopters, to determine If tho rock base would support such a road.

If It would, the cost of such a highway Isa estimated at $35 million.

To determine che feasibility of this possible route would take a surface 

survey and various testing of the surfaces Involved.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES -  testim ony by

 0.................



Yu: Sum. i;.B. Bradley 
Hike Collet to 

U.S. lijnk'worth 

Patrick Rodey 
.Totitk c. Sackett 

Terry St tcnr.cn 

Aril a * Sluri;ulei«.»ii 
Bill Suntnt»i 

T i m  K e l l y

Don .&rnni** t

Bet t ye Polircn!tanp

Frank R. Pcrptuton
C l e m  • Hnvkney

C eorge  I I .  H rhnnn
Jalftar M. Xcrtfuln
ll. ff. JVJaml
Bi'l> f’ujcoliy
Rill Stay
Clem V. Til linn

Robert 1L- Zl<% \or, Sr.

i• ,
The undernlgned officers or the W’M t t f e r  Boat Cuncr:; AepueJntton. tn 
hchnlf of our ftenber*, urge your Ri.ppnrt of CDS'), to provide /. f e a M M U t y  
rtudy of o transportation ayateni to Uhiltler.

Impov e m e u t  of t reimportation to Whittier, even up to Atnndnrds considered 

nininijoi elaceberc— for residents and recreational oner* alike— i> Ion/, 
overdue.

We unolj hv plcMord to learn, by commuoJiutlon from you, your p o r t i o n  

on till* M i l  ar.d otlieru providing Improved truueportatlon to W M t t  ter.

Thank y o u .

Sigurd: J.K. Rat termini, President 

A.W. I’.onr., Vice President 

Ann Pitrenper, Secretory 

thmltie A. Kelly, Treasurer 

li.C. tlirtin, Board ttemlioi

Fo r th e  Will t i l e r  Root H w rn m  Ananr la; to n . Boa 3041, Anchorage, Alt 47513



SEKATE JCURXAL 1179

Tb# S ca t* A f fa ir *  C c m ic c t *  ha» had SEXATE COKCCXSTXT KESCLC7I0K SO. I l l  (r«^o *» tlrsg A laska A i r l in e *  to  r * f x «  fa res b « r w «  ct m n l t i o  la  A laska ) i s i s r  oor.slderatlcts sad rs ca  a * r d i l :  Co pass, i t s  report was s i j t s i  by 
S sa i:o f  K s r .ts la ,  Co-O .sirxta, and coBcsrrsd  la  t »  Senator W i l l i *  and 5=b*r.

* a
111

SEXATE CCNC7A5SST XESOLCTTOW SC. b i ls s  Ccca lccce. I l l  v u  r e fe r re d  co che

The Ccessztlce and i e j l c a s l  A f f a i r *  C ccs itcee  hat had SEXATE M IX  SO. 45* ( n l r s i s s r  se rv ic e  la  s ta te  and a j s l c lp a l  ( a v e r u s a c )  cr.d«r c rz s ld e ra c lc o  and rs c .to e a d t i t  be rep laced  v i t h  CiMOTTEX S i lS r iT t n  FOS SEXATE SILL SkJ. AM  (C A U ). e n t it le d :
"An Act r e la t in g  to  vo lcn cee r s e rv ic e  In  s ta te  |os» r :-i»a :."

end repo rt* I t  heck as fo t lc v s :  Senator O rs ta l,  C ha irra c .
aod Senator S n z s t  signed  " do r sc fic c e o d a tlc e ". Senator hackney signed "do fe e s ” .

S H W II BILL SO. AM was re fe r re d  to  the F inance C a e l t t s * .

SBAM

'•r-

The finan ce  C cm lt te e  has had SEXATE BILL SO. JIB (#;rrt*-
K ls ii9 |  !.*: s ta te  share o f p ro je c t  co st c frcage to  Leer Y a lle r  I M )  usdsr con s id e ra tio n  and reports lc  beck as f v . i c v t  senate? r c tra n ,  T ie *- C ia lr tM ,  end Senator* C ro ft and O r t in l s igned  "do ; u > S e n a t o r *  signed "css r s e c o Q c d s t it c " .  

t o t  gas*9.
i t e r

n x u i  FOX SO. 515 we* re fe r re d  to  the ih l s s  Cocrtirteo.

The S tate A ffa ire  Gccexltcee hae had HOCTT O C n d ia T  riSotXTICS v j .  U7 emended (A laska S ta te  O ff ic e  In  Tokyo) tnder c<ni I la ra t  ion and rep o rt*  L t hack a * fo llo w * i Senator W i l l i s ,  C j-Chaim an. signed "do ; *« • “ . Senator* K arttu la  atsd Esther signed "no recoiaion f 1 1 io n " .

117

■ )

house i S K m o r r  rbSOixTio* m . to  the Buie* Coral te e * . 117 eeended we* re fe r re d

s .1
. I

<*
»

The S te t *  A f f e lr *  C ce n ltte *  hea had BOCTST JOIST US0UT5CS HO. T l (requ estin g  f  *-aer I * I *•• ( stance f  roe  the fed e ra l 
(overm ens to  re s to re  s ta te  hlghwer damage occasioned by the u r . i t r a t l K  o f  che trez-a-Alaaaa p ip e l in e )  vode r 
cor.a lderation and t i e  ( e e d t t i t  recernends tc do r * **-  The report was signed by Senator Fart to  la .  Co-Chairmen, and concurred (a  fay Senators U i l l l a  end Htdter.

SLT*.
7 b
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COMMITTEE REPORT

■ 5 W  : .•;/*?■! « * P *

• . *<J «- <•* i;
1. -y  * « # •

SENATE r *  f~~3~7sr
w -

k  .

; F f
4/11/78

• •j:’

ft*.1:

:;iS f e r *
vlr. President:
:___

. m g  ( .
.♦ k'/J 
>»

a* #
*lswt »r* <i • *V F U R T H E R : State Affa i r s * a n d

Finance

Date: T ' k , ,  ' ' 9 7 $
n  ^

COMMERCE

••a: •

TftVso ’ \"

• * u  w 4 .

• T*.7̂ • 1*’
has had

■ ;■

S3 585

( ) recommends it do not pass

* Tty
( ) recommends it be replaced with CS for

The Committee on __________ ___

app ropriating $250,000 for state share of project cost of Portage to Bear Valley
•» ,  • r . ' %  4£,  s '  \

< .*• . ^  V • *S7̂ ;

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee
. ft. .

reports it back as follows)

( W) recommends it do pass

( ) recommends it do pass with attached amendment(s)

and ________________________________( ) new title ( ) same title

( ) A N D  attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note

( ) reports it back without recommendition 

( ) and recommends it be referred to the Committee

ME MBERS/SIGNING DO PASS:

} y ? s j r

• •) •

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
t o  - * A

J, C  ( .  / J / 4 * c . t j ^ ■ 2 K  1
V* .4

v*..
‘ * • * • ^ S i

-1

f Vv* • 4 * J- ^  t V* A  ,i • v ./
• r * 4* r r.r.VtfJV1

f • . *

S 60 (rev, 6/77) v  J*.
r ^ C h a i r m a n  /  .



* '• *. *' , • CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA
•* *#* • *  ̂ | m * 9

$ '  * * ' * . . *  V *’: RESOLUTIOIl NO. 7001 * • . '» . ■ • •
• :

. • • • . . •
. ‘ ' - A  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

. • . VALUF.Z, ALASKA SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING THE
. « DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW OR IMPROVED HIGHWAY CONNECTION
• /, BETWEEN PORTACE AND WHITTIER

. . ! i ' •
WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound has developed into a 

major tourist attraction and recreation area for Alaska; and

•* * • • *
WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound area is one of the most 

magnificent and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska and 
further., •: that the construction of T h e  Alyeska Marine Tanker Terminal 
his become an additional spectacular attraction drawing many thousands 

. of additional visitors to Valdez, and . .
••••* .! l •• ■ . •’'

... • ' .. WHEREAS, rail service between Portage and Whittier is the
-• ‘only access via the Alaska Marine Hignway from the Anchorage end; and

* * •  * * • * • i

WHEREAS, an improved road access would make this area far more 
accessible and available for use by the major concentration cC popula- 

• tion in Alaska; and .
. ■ •• •. • «.* • • •• \

' ' WHEREAS, it is a prime concern of the City Council of the
City of Valdez to see t* level of ferry service into Valdez increased 
in order to serve a growing volume of travel and the Council feels that

• convenient land access would result in improved ferry service in the
-. Prince William Sound; and . . ... .• • ••

* * *
•• WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to again stress that this
• additional ferry service is ree ired to p r e c e d e  the creation of great 

economic loss in Valdez and its neighboring cit \  . in Prince William
’ Sound and the entire tourist Industry.
»*. • • • * • * * * ' 

..•* • HOW. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF V A L D E Z , ALASKA that . *

•* •• • • ".•!*** *

Section 1 . The City Council supports and encourages the 
development of a new or improved highway connection between Portage 
and Whittier; • • ... .«•?. :•?. . . . .  .• •

‘ Section 2 . The City Council again urges that InwcJiotc 
' planning be reinstated in regard to the pjtcntial for opening a highway- 

link to replace the rail connection into Uhlttlcr.
' • , • * • J
Y  •
• '' Section 3. Copies of this resolution be distributed to all 
members of the Alaska State Legislature, the Covcrnor, the Alaska

‘ Congressional Delegation and the heads of appropriate agencies.

PASSED 1ND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF  THE CITY OF
♦ VALDEZ, ALASKA this 3rd__________ day of January 1978

, •'..CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

I  \ p
/ ?



'RESOLUTION OF T1IK CITY OF WltlTTiEK 
HICIIWAY CONNECT ION UETWEEN TOUTACE 
AND WHITTIER: TLI’.NAKD I. . MARSH 

.APPOINTED AS LORUYIST ANO 
CONSULTANT

v * *. \  • * RESOLUTION NO. 11.2.77

• • •
WHEREAS, the  P r in c e  W i l l i a m  Sound Region I s  f * a  most m a g n i f i c e n t  and 

S p e c t a c u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  I n  S o u th c e n t r a l  A la s k a ,  and 
• • •

WHEREAS, an improved road a c c e s s  wou ld  make t h l a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  n rea  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u se  by the  m a jo r  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  p o p u la t io n  in  A la s k a ,  and

WHEREAS, W h l c t l i r ' *  commerc ia l p o r t  c a p a c i t y  ttou ld  be g r e a t l y  expanded 
. t o  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  S o u th c e n t r a l  A la sk a  I f  a c c e s s  to  W h i t t i e r  were

• im proved , and . . .
•  # •  •  eV * • ' *

WHEREAS, th e  c u r r e n t  expan s ion  o f  sm a l l  b o a t  h a rb o r  f a c i l i t i e s  o f f e r s
• n ew o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  t h a t  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p l o i t  w i t h o u t  
' a d e q u a t e  a c c e s s ,  and ~ •
j"; •' . * • * i •

: WHEREAS, l a c k  o f  conv e n ie n t  l a n J  a c c e s s  b etween W h i t t i e r  and Anchorage/
.T e n o I  P e n in s u la  I s  a d e t e r r e n t  to  th e p o s s i b l e  economic grow th o f  W h i t t i e r .

'' , ROW, 1HEREF0RE be i t  r e s o lv e d  by th e  C i t y  C ounc i l o f  th e  C i t y  o f  
V h i t t i a r ,  A la s k a :  .

. ^ , * y  •• . ;• • • ••
• . . .1. Tha t the  W h i t t i e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  su p p o r t s  and en cou rage s  the  

.. deve lopmen t o f  a new o r improved h ighway connec t io n  between
.. ' .  P o r ta g e  and W h i t t i e r ,  and . . ,

• • • • •'** * •i . 2. Tha t th e  W h i t t i e r  C i t y  C o un c i l  u r g e s  the A la sk a  S t a t e
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  th e  S t a t e  A d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  and che a p p ro p r ia t e

• 'J F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  to  p la n  and c o n s t r u c t  a p r o j e c t  to
* J** a c com p l i sh  t h i s  p u rpo se , and

3.* That tho W h i t t i e r  City Council hereby appoints and retains 

t ’ B e r nard I.. Karsh of Anchorage, Alaska, as it's lobbyist and

. > ' consultant, to develop feasibility for and to promote such

(J p r o ject, and • •
* • • * *  '• e . * « * ' ••

a *  a
’> ’’ A. Tha t  copies of this resolution be distributed to all members 

.of the Alaska State Legislature, tha Cove tor, the Alaska 

.• - Congressional Delegation and che heads of appropriate agencies. 

V \ • .  ’ * .  *.
F A S S E D  AND AP P ROVED this 2nd ’ day of November, 1977.

•  •  e •  •
•  1 .  •  * ,  •  _ ,  ,  •  t  •  . i  *  * «  • •  •  •  •  ‘  ••  t  ,  •  e  •  • j  •  •  •  •  ,  ,

* ’• »••,.*:’ . •/. * ‘.'. ' >  • ••

, ' f t  p r J P  ‘? ^ o / £ y
.*• • . Cecil F. Zclglcr, Mayor

ATTEST: ' • ,*• * . ' * .‘ . • « • •
• • • ’ ••• ' * * / •

C i t y  Clerk/fj*coM»rcr



5/3/78

COMMITTEE REPORT 
SENATE

FURTHER:

n  „  ^ u n e  2 ,  1 9 7 3
Date:

Mr. President:

The C o m m i t t e e  on ?T.u.*NTE__________________________ has had <; •. s n s__________

a p p r o p r i a t i n g  $250,000 for state share of project cost of Poi-ape to Bear 
V a l l e y  Road

u n d e r  co n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a majority of the committee) (the committee 

r e p o r t s  it b a c k  as follows)

( ) r e commends it do pass ( ) recommends it do not pass

( ) recommends it do pass w i t h  attached amendment(s)

( ) recommends it be replaced w i t h  CS for _______________________________

a n d  ____________________________________ ( ) rew title ( ) same title

( ) A N D  attaches a Letter of Intent ( ) New Fiscal Note

\ U * » /

( \ ) reports it back w i t h o u t  recommendation

( ) and recommends it be referred to t h e ____________________ Committee

M E M B E R S  SIGNING DO PASS: O T H E R ' R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

j r f .  ‘ > c.-

V O - /  ^

S 60 (rev f.///.

* >

~CKiiirman



j i* v ? " ' C > -TUIHOt^;

I
??&&<

Tyifc.

3 L V aS >

Offered in the SENATE: 

To: Amend
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SENATE BIl L Mo. SCR 133 

HOUSE BILL No. ________
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De l e t e  t h e  w o r d  "Wh i t t i e r " and a d d  t h e w o r d s " P r i n c e  W i l l i a m So u n d ''. 

Si On e , L ine .28:

D e l e t e  t h e  w o r d s  "Pc r t o f Wh i t t i e r " a n d  a d d  t h e w o r d s  "Pr i n c e 
W i l l i a m So u n d "

I %

' Z X m

____ ________________



CCOHMITTEE SUBSTITUTE TOR SENATE Cl LI. 59

For an Act entitled: "An Act appropriating $200,000 for a feasibility

study for a Portage to Whittier transportation 

system 4 ^ 'liTdinTptlre^e«tt^lMiI-lT:y. Hoad -op-t-ion and 

providing for an effective date."

J    :____ -__________ :---------
‘ ection 1. The Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act 

jf 1 9 7 & > ^ e c t i o n  142.(a) RAIL OPERATION PROJECTS IN NOH-IIIGUWOMfREAS 

iroviues for asVi^tancc for that portion of the A1 a sj^Mfai 1road from 

•Jhitlier to Portage f o r t l m ^ j u r p o s e  of linkiofr'up highways or other 

transportation modes on the s y s t e m T > W ^ w i n g  the expenditure of not 

more than 5 percent of thc^fuifcls a p p o r t i o n e d f t m ^ h c P r i i n a r y  System, and 

any project being sybjcct to all provisions of Title P^TSiqUx-d States Code. 

It is prudent that the feasibility of the various options

such improvements be determined prior to the commitment of any 

tion of the highway funds now a pportioned to t h c - S t . 0 ^  -

•Section /. The sum of $200,000. is appropriated from the general
•

fund to the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities for the
*

purpose of determining the economic and environmental feasibility of the 

various options for developing transportation system from Portage to 

Whittier, including the Dear Valley Road.

The Department will present its findings to the Legislature no later 

than 10 days from the beginning of the second session of the eleventh 

Alaska Legislature, . A z  /c
* * *  J M * -  y ^ z  v  ' '



W H I T T I E R  R O A D  D E V E L O P M E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N  

505 W .  Northern Lights Blvd., Suite 120 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Ben M a r s h  Phone:

Executive Director 277-0558

M a r c h  21, 1 9 7 9

T O  A L L  S E N A T O R S  

A L A S K A  S T A T E  S E N A T E

D e a r  S e n a t o r :

A t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  i s  a  c o p y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  R e s o l u t i o n  A R  NO. 7 9 - 3 9  

w h i c h  e n d o r s e s  a n d  u r g e s  p a s s a g e  o f  C S  for S B  59, the W h i t t i e r  A c c e s s  

P r o j e c t .  C S  for  S B  5 9  is s c h e d u l e d  for a c t i o n  b y  th e S e n a t e  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  

M a r c h  28.

I a m  w r i t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  W h i t t i e r  R o a d  D e v e l o p m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  f o r  w h i c h  

I a m  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y .  W R D A  m e m b e r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  c o n d o  o w n e r s  in W h i t t i e r  

p e r s o n s  w h o  m o o r  t h e i r  b o a t s  in W h i t t i e r ,  A n c h o r a g e  p e o p l e  w h o  r e c r e a t e  in 

P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S ou n d ,  a n d  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  in e n c o u r a g i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  an d 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h i s  a r ea . W R D A  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  C S  for S B  59, 

an d a s k s  for y o u r  v o t e  o n  the bill.

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  the p o s s i b l e  o p t i o n s  for i m p r o v e m e n t ,  the 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b e n e f i t s ,  o r  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  th e p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t ,  p l e a s e  

c o n t a c t  m e  o r  S a m  C o x s o n ,  C i t y  M a n a g e r  of  W h i t t i e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B e r n a r d  L. M a r s h ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  

W h i t t i e r  R o a d  D e v e l o p m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n

BLM /nc

E n c l o s u r e  

cc: S a m  C o x s o n



Requested by: Assemblyman Don Smith
licet. !.>? of: February 20, 1970

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

ASSE.'HII.Y RESOLUTION 

AR NO. 79-39 S

( - v ;
1 <• . - j

! . : •  S -  U  0  - 7 7

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE 
EILL 59 AND BUDGET PROPOSALS TO FUND A FEASIBILITY STUDY ON ACCESS OPTIONS BETWEEN 
POSTAGE AND PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound Region is one of the most magnificent 
and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska ar.d has iecome a major tourist 
attraction and recreational area, and

WHEREAS, this area would be readily accessible to over cnc-hnlf the 
population of Alaska if reasonable access were pro idee, and

WHEREAS, Improved access is particularly important to the people of 
the Anchor gc Municipality, inasmuch as 3,900 pleasure boats are registered in 
the Anchorage Area and the small boat harbor is being tripled in size, and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Marine Highway has indicated an intention to increase 
the level of ferry service to Whittier from Southeast ports if ready access is 
provided to Anchorage, and

WHEREAS, there are currently proposals before the Legislature to 
appropriate funds to initiate studies of access options from Portage to Ber- 
Valley Including providing frequent shuttle service through the tunnel.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Municipal Assembly 
supports committee substitu e for SB 59.

AND BE IT FUR'TlER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to 
all members of the Legislature and to Covernor Hacrvond.

PASSED AND APFROVED by the Anchorage A&saublv this 20th day of March,
1979.



* • CITY OF VA L D E Z , ALASKA
*  ̂ • * * 
f  * * RESOLUTION NO. 7001

• • ' ' » •

• A  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
V A L D E Z , ALASKA SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW OR IMPROVED HIGHWAY CONNECTION

• BETWEEN PORTAGE AND WHITTIER

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound has developed into a 
major tourist attraction and recreation area for Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound area is one of the most 
magnificent and spectacular areas in Southcentral Alaska and 
further., that the construction of the Alyeska Marine Tanker Terminal 
h a 3  become an additional spectacular attraction drawing many thousands 
of additional visitors to Valdez, and

’ ’ • ' .»'/ •*
.. ’ ' WHEREAS, rail service between Portage and Whittier is the
only access via the Alaska Marine Highway from the Anchorage end; and

WHEFJEAS, an improved road access would make this area far more 
accessible and available for use by the major concentration f popula­
tion in Alaska, and

• , .• • . f * * •

VJHEPJIAS, it is a prime concern of the City Council of the 
City of Valdez to sec the level of ferry service into Valdez increased

• in order to serve a growing volume of travel and the Council feels that
• convenient land access would result it. improved ferry service in the 
Prince William Sound; and

* •• ' ' * . T . *
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to again stress that this 

additional ferry service is required to preclude the creation of great 
, economic loss in Valdez and its neighboring cities in Prince William 
’ Sound and the entire tourist industry.
t • • •

• • •’ HOW. TH&REFOP.E, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA that

•* *♦ * "■ \ *'

Section 1 . The City Council supports and encourages the 
development of a  new or improved highway connection between Portage 
and Whittier; .« •

• t * , t

« r

' Section 2 . The City Council again urges that icvnedlate 
planning be reinstated in regard to the potential for opening a highway-
link to replace che rail connection into Whittier.• . • • •

4 ' ’
Section 3. Copies of this resolution be distributed to all

members of the Alaska State Legislature, the Covernor, the Alaska
' Congressional Delegation and che neads of appropriate agencies.
• • . :

PASSED AND .PnROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
VALDEZ, ALASKA this 3rd_________  day of January 1978.

-

. * • ,CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA



RESOLUTION CF THK CITY OF WHITTIER 
HICHWAY CONNF.CTlON I1ETWEKN PORTACE 
AND WHITTIER: BERNARD I.. HARSH 
APPOINTED AS LOHUYIST AND 
CONSULTANT

* RESOLUTION NO. 11.2.77

WHEREAS, the P r in c e  W i l l i am  Sound Region i s  the most m agn i f ic en t  and 
s p e c t a c u la r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a rea  i n  S o u th c e n t r a l  A la sk a , and

WHEREAS, an Improved road a c c e s s  would make t h i s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  ncea 
a v a i l a b l e  fo r  use by the major c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  popu la t io n  in  A la s k a ,  and

WHEREAS, W h i t t i e r ' s  commercia l po rt c a p a c i t y  uVutld be g r o n t l y  expanded 
to  the  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  S o u th ce n t ru l  A la ska  i f  a c c e s s  to  W h i t t i e r  were 
Improved , and

WHEREAS, the  c u r r e n t  expans ion o f  sm a l l  boa t ha rbo r f a c i l i t i e s  o f f e r s  
new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  th a t  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p l o i t  w i th o u t  
adequa te  a c c e s s ,  and

WHEREAS, l a c k  o f  con ven ien t land  a c c e s s  between U h i t t i e r  and Anchorage/ 
Kena l P e n in s u la  i s  a d e t e r r e n t  to  the p o s s i b l e  economic growth o f  W h i t t i e r ,

ROW, THEREFORE be I t  re s o lv e d  by the C i t y  Counc i l o f  the  C i t y  o f  
W h i t t i e r ,  A la sk a :

1. That the W h i t t i e r  C i t y  C oun c i l  su ppo r ts  and encourages the  
deve lopment o f a new o r improved highway connec t ion  between 
P o r tage  and W h i t t i e r ,  and

2. That th e  U h i t t i e r  C i t y  C ounc i l u rg e s  the  A la ska  S ta te  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the  S ta te  A dm in i s t r a t io n ,  and the  ap p rop r ia te  
F e d e ra l  a g e n c ie s  to  p la n  and c o n s t r u c t  a p r o je c t  to 
a ccom p lish  t h i s  purpose , and a

3. That the  W h i t t i e r  C i t y  C ounc i l hereby appo in t s  and r e t a i n s  
Bernard L. Marsh o f  Anchorage, A la sk a ,  a s  i t ' s  l o b b y i s t  and 
c o n s u l t a n t ,  to  dove lop  f e a s i b i l i t y  fo r  and to  promote su ck  
• p r o j s c t ,  and

4. That c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  r e s o lu t i o n  be d i s t r i b u t e d  to  a l l  members 
o f  the  A la sk a  S t a t s  L e g l s l s t u r s ,  the  Governor, the  A la ska  
C ong re sa lo n a l D e le g a t io n  and the  heads o f  a p r ' o p r la t a  a g e n c ie s .

• •

PASSEO AND APPROVED t h i s  2nd day o f  November, 1977.

f l  o r f 4  9 . U  o
r c 11 F .  Z c  t r i e r .  M a y o r  &C e c i l  F. Z c i g l e r ,  Mayor

ATTEST:

C i t y  C ls rST tf rea ' iu rc r



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO: Vera Metcalfe,

Special Assistant 
Legislative Liasion 

Commissioner's Office 

Juneau

FROM:
Maurice W i l s o n \  

Manager, Central Region 

Transportation Planning

DATE: Hay 1978

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO:

s u b je c t :  Portage to Bear Valley 
Roadway Cost Estimate 

S.B. 585

The 1972 study indicated a cost of $2,348,000 to build 7,650 feet of 
highway and 440 feet of bridges from Portage to Bear Valley. The 1978 

cost update is $4,250,000.

S  The road to Bear Valley would be of little use without the rail shuttle 
j portion of the proposal.

Project scope is as follows:

The new roadway construction for this project would begin on the 

Portage Glacier Road approximately 1700 feet east of tho Portage 
Glacier Observatory. The alignment curves to the east away from 
the observatory area to cross Portage Creek approximately 200 feet 

downstream from the Portage Lake outlet. Prom this point the align­

ment curves around the base of the mountain at rhe northwest end 

of the lake and crosses Placer Creek with a structure about 400- 
feet north of the inlet into Portage Lake. The roadway alignment 

then parallels the mainline tracks of the Alaska Railroad and 

would terminate at a parking lot 1300 feet west of tunnel door 

number two.

Construction of the new roadway should be to State Standards for 
Secondary Highways using six Inches of select material, six Inches 

of crushed aggregate base course and three inches of hot bituminous 

pavement. There would be two driving lanes 12-feet wide with two- 
foot shoulders and 4:1 side slopes. The first 2000 feet of con­

struction would consist of building a new fill eight to ten feet 
high to raise the elevation of the proposed roadway to the level 
of the existing roadway at the beginning of tho project. After cross­

ing Portage Creek 3250 feet of rock excavation will be necessury to 

construct the road into Bear Valley. Pram this point, on additional 
2400 feet of fill, 10 to 12 feet hlph, will be necessary for con­
structing the roadway to Its termination point at the proposed 

parking lot.

r
Two bridges would je required on this project. The first one wodld 
be approximately 280 feet long across Portage Creek while the second 
one crossing Placer Creek would bft about 160 feet.
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Honorable John C. Sackett 
Senator

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V 
Jur.eau, Alaska 99311

Dear Senator SacKitt:

Following is the Information you requested on SB 5G5, the Act which v;ould 
appropriate $259,000 for the State share of the project cost of the Portage 
to Bear Valley Road.

The right-of-way Involved is national Park Service land.

The project has not been included in the proposed Capital Improvement 
Projects of our Department.

The 1972 study of this proposed road showed a cost of $2,3/13J000 to build 
7,650 feet of highway and 440 feet of bridges. The 1973 cost update would 
total $4,250,000.

Construction should be to state standards for secondary highways using six 
Inches of select material, six inches of crushed aggregate base course, 
end three Inches of hot bituminous pavement. There would be two driving 
lanes of 12-foot width with 2-^oot shoulders. The two bridges would be
(1) approximately 2C0 feet Ionj across Portage Creek, and (2) 160 feot 
long across Placer Creek. .. y

f

r
erely.

3 L J

Donald Harris 
Conmissioner
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I HOPE YOU VILL VOTE APPROVAL ON S3585 AND SCRI00 BECAUSE 

THESE BILLS ARE OF SUCH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO A LARGE PART (§
Co

OF THE POPULATION OF THE STATE OF ALASKA. fe

KAY SHEPHERD, PRESIDENT 'Ok

VHITTIER HISTORICAL AND FINE ARTS MUSEUM INC &

MEMBER 3 0 RAD OF DIRECTORS ALASKA STATE MINI TV ASSOC INC*! '
B
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