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Client: United States Department of Agriculture - Forest Service
P ro jec t: Begich, Boggs Visitor Center at portage G lacier
Location: Portage Lake, Alaska
Description:
The Begich, Boggs Visitor Center at Portage G lacier ir, Alaska is expected to 
serve 300,000 visitors annually and will contain a theater and approximately 5,000 
square feet o f display area. Kramer, Chin & Mayo, Inc. (KCM) has dune the 
conceptual design, preliminary engineering, and preliminary design for the center. 
KCM also evaluated the existing wastewater faci'ities at the visitor center site to 
determine their capability to handle additional waste loads. Final design and 
construction documents will also be prepaied.
The building will be situated on the lake shore on a terminal moraine (the mound 
o f earth and stones deposited by a glacier as it begins to recede). From an obser­
vation p latform  constructed in the lake and reached by pedestrian bridges, visitors 
w ill have an exceptional view of icebergs and o f the glacier.
During the preliminary design, KCM considered architecture, landscape, me­
chanical and e lectrica l systems, and site utilities. KCM's design includes a large 
exhibit area, a 200-person-capacity theater, and an orientation area with a re frig ­
erated display space to contain a piece o f Portage Glacier ice for visitors to see 
and touch. Because the visitor center will be on a very prominent site, careful 
consideration was given to the relationship between the physical structure ar.d its 
surrounding environment. The te, ninal moraine le f t  by the glacier will be 
extended and sculp.ured to surrount the uuilding and parking areas and to help 
them blond into the physical s'te. I arth mounds wit! soften the transition from 
nature to manmaJe objects. The building's architectural design continues this 
harmonious feeling. Walls will be rough-textured concrete, colored to be com­
patible with the surrounding landscape. Rounded corners will further soften the 
building forms.
KCM recommended that landscape plantings be of seedlings grown from cones 
gathered at t h j  site and of root cuttings from indigenous plants so as to blend with 
the stark natural landscape and to adapt * o the site's poor soil and severe wind and 
temperature conditions. In addition, nursery-grown Sitka spruce will be planted 
fo r  immediate e f fec t in the area of the building and parking median.
KCM founu that, in order to treat the visitor center wastewater, a new pump 
sts ion, force main, aeration system, and subsurface drainfield will have to be 
built. A polishing pond/seepage pit also will have to be built to handle maximum 
monthly summertime flow.
Cxhibit-reliited design work for this project will be done by Gideon Kramer, a 
iu, consult mt to KCM.

Preliminary Design Completed: January 1979



The |uneau M arin e  Park is the
first glimpse tourists arriving by tour 
ship have ot the city Ihc park is seen 
locally as an important project that sets 
the pace lor diversification of Juneau’s 
economic base. Ihc marine park, de­
signed b y  Kramer, Chin & Mayo. Inc. 
(KCM) to attract tourists and serve 
local community groups, has become 
the focal point of Juneau's waterfront 
business district
KCM, which provided design develop­

ment. schematic designs, and construc­
tion sost estimates, began with a com­
plete study ot the topography, existing 
utilities, drainage, and environmental 
and visual considerations. Zoning, build­
ing codes, and ordinances affecting the 
project were researched Planning also 
included gathering information on com­
munity and tourist needs.
Central to the park design is an out­

door amphitheater which supports and 
stimulates the activities of the diverse 
Juneau community groups Ihc partly 
covered facility is the scene ol art fairs, 
con crts, and dramatic productions 
Ihe surrounding two-thtrds-acre park 
site is extensively filled and elevated to 
allow a better view ol (lastcneau ( ban 
ncl Much ol the park consists of Ijwn 
area landscaped with natural building 
materials, such as heavy' timbers I our

colorful banners suspended from tim­
bers depict symbols of Alaskan heritage 
an eagle, a native design, a Kussian 
church, and an Alaskan crab.
Despite Juneau's location in the midst 

ol the Alaskan wilderness, the city has 
few parks. This piece of city-owned 
property is adjacent to the city hall, the 
Sealaska native corporation building, 
and new tour-ship-docking facilities. 
The park has become a lunchtime 
attraction for ccntral-busincss-district 
office workers who often enjoy noon­
time musical entertainment performed 
in the amphitheater.
The city of Juneau and the federal 

Historic Conservation and Recreation 
Service are jointly funding ’be project 
which was dedicated in the summer of 
1979

The Heyich, Boggs V isitor
(.enter at Portage (ilacier m Alaska 
is expected to serve 300,1X10 visitors 
annually ami will contain a theater and 
approximately 5,000 square feet of dis­
play are. KCM has done the conceptual 
design, preliminary engineering, and 
preliminary design for the center KCM 
also evaluated the existing wastewater 
facilities at the visitor center site to



de te rm in e  th e ir c ap ab ility  to  h and le  
ad d it io n a l w aste loads . F in a l design and 
c on s tru c tio n  d ocum en ts  w ill be p re ­
pared .

T he  bu ild in g  w ill be s itu a ted  on  the 
lake  sh o re  on  a te rm in a l m o ra in e  (th e  
m ound  o f  ea rth  and s tones d eposited  
b y  a g lac ie r as it beg ins to  recede ). 
F rom  an ob se rv a tion  p la t fo rm  c on ­
s truc ted  in the  ke and lc a ch cd  by  
pedestrian  b ridges, v is ito rs  w ill have an 
e x c ep tio n a l view  o f  icebergs and o f  the  
g lac ie r.

D u rin g  the p re lim in a ry  design , KCM  
cons ide red  a rch itec tu re , landscape , m e ­
chan ica l and e le c tric a l system s, and site 
u tilitie s . K C M ’s design inc ludes a large 
e xh ib it a rea , a 2 0 0 -p e rson -c ap ac ity  
th ea te r , and an o r ie n ta t io n  area w ith  a 
re fr ig e ra ted  d isp la y  spa te  t o  c on ta in  a 
piece o f  P o rtage  G la c ie r ice f o r  v is ito rs  
to  sec and tou ch .

Because the  v b i t o r  cen te r w ill be on  
a ve ry  p ro n ,.n c n t »itc, c a re fu l c on s id e ra ­
t io n  was given to  the re la t io n sh ip  b e ­
tw een the  ph ys ica l s tru c tu re  and its 
su rroun d ing  en v ironm en t. Ih e  te rm in a l 
m o ra in e  le ft  b y  th e  g lac ie r w ill be e x ­
tended and scu lp tu red  to  su rro u n d  the  
b u ild ing  and  pa rk ing  areas and to  he lp

th em  b lend  in to  the ph ys ica l s ite . E a rth  
m ou nd s  w ill s o fte n  the  tra n s it io n  f ro m  
na tu re  t o  m anm adc ob je c ts . T he  b u ild ­
ing's a rc h ite c tu ra l design c on tin u es  th is 
h a rm on iou s  fee lin g . W a lls  w ill be rough- 
te x tu red  c on c re te , c o lo re d  to  be c om ­
pa tib le  w ith  th e  su rro u n d in g  landscape . 
R ou n d ed  c o rn e rs  w ill fu r th e r  s o fte n  the  
b u ild in g  fo rm s .

KCM  recom m ended  tha t landscape 
p lan ting s be o f  seed lings g row n  from  
cones ga th e red  at the site and o f  ro o t  
cu ttings f ro m  ind igenous p lan ts  so  as to  
b lend  w ith  the  s ta rk  n a tu ra l landscape 
and to  ad ap t to  the  s ite ’s p o o r  so il and 
severe w ind and tem p e ra tu re  c on d itio n s . 
In  a d d it io n , n u rse ry -g row n  S itk a  sp ruce 
w ill be p lan ted  f o r  im m ed ia te  e f fe c t  in 
the  area o f  the  b u ild in g  and pa rk ing  
m ed ian .

KC M  fo u n d  th a t, in o rd e r to  treat 
the  v is ito r c en te r w astew ate r, a new  
pum p s ta t io n , fo rc e  m a in , a e ra tion  sys­
tem . and subsu rface  d ra in  fie ld  w ill have 
to  be b u ilt . A p o lish ing  pond /seepage 
pit a lso  w ill have to  he bu ilt to  hand le  
m ax im um  m o n th ly  sum m e rtim e  How .

E xh ib it- re la te d  design w o rk  f o r  th is 
p ro je c t w ill he d on e  b y  G id e o n  K ram e r , 
a sub con su ltan t to  K C M .
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