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"An Act relating to legislative J, ocedures; and providing for
an effective date."
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§ 44.62.310 State Government §4462310

Article 6 Agency Meetings Public

Section

310. Agency meeting* public
31g Stile policy regarding meeting*

Sec. 44.62.310. Agency meetings public, (@) All meetings of a
legislative body, of a board of regents, or of an administrative body,
board, commission, committee, subcommittee, authority, council,
agency, or other organization, including subordinate units of the above
groups, of the state or any of its political subdivisions, including but not
limited to municipalities, boroughs, school boards, and all other boards,
agencies, assemblies, councils, departments, divisions, bureaus,
commissions or organizations, advisory or otherwise, of the state or local
government supported in whole or in part by public money or authorized
to spend public money, are open to the public except as otherwise

_ E/ovided by this section,|[Except when voice votes are authonzea. tfre

/Tvote shall be conducted in such a manner that the public may know the

1 vote of each person entitled to voteJ This section does”iot apply to any
votes required to be taken to organize the afore-mentioned bodies.

(b) If excepted subjects are to be discussed at a meeting, the meeting
must first be convened as a public meeting and the question of holding
an executive session to discuss matters that come within the exceptions
contained in (c) of this section shall be determined by a majority vote of
the body. No subjects may be considered at the executive session except
those mentioned in the motion calling for the executive session unless
auxiliary to the main question. No action may be taken at the executive
session.

(c) The following excepted subjects may be discussed in an executive
session:

(1) matters, the immediate knowledge of which would clearly have an
adverse effect upon the finances of the government unit;

(2) subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any
person, provided the person may request a public discussion;

(3) matters which by law. municipal charter, or ordinance are required
to be confidential.

(d) This section does not apply to

111 judicial or quaai-judicial bodies when holding a meeting solely to
make a decision in an adjudicator)’ proceeding;

(2 juries;

(3) parole or pardon boards,

(4) meetings of a hospital medical staff; or

(5) meetings of the governing body or sny committee of a hospital
when holding d mee*.ng solely to act u>on matters of pn. esawnal
qualifications, privileges * discipline.

(e) Reasonable public nouce shall be given for all meetings required
to be open under this section.
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§ 44.62.312 §44.62.320
()  Action taken contrary to this section is void. (81 art VI (ch 1) ch

143 SLA 1959; am &1 ch 48 SLA 1966; am 81ch 78 SLA 1968, am 81

ch 7 SLA 1969, am &81, 2 ch 98 SLA 1972, am &2 ch 100 SLA 1972; am

A laska Statutes

81 ch 189 SLA 1976)

Effectof amend menu. — The first 1972
amendment inserted "a legislative body or"
in the first sentence of subsection (a) and
substituted "clearly have an adverse effect
upon” for "adversely affect™ In subsection
<cXI)

The second 1972 amendment inserted "a
board of regents or of* near the beginning
of subsection (a).

The 3976 amendrm ..t added the second
and third sentences of subsection (a).

Legislative committee reports. — For
legislative committee report on ch. 78. SLA
1968 (SB 395), see House Journal (1968), p.
707. For reporton ch 7, SLA 1969 (HB 32).
see 1969 House Journal, p. 142. For report
on ch 98. SLA 1972 (SB 253). see 1972
House Journal, p. 158. For report on ch.
100, SLA 1972 (CSHB 605 am), see 1972
House Journal, p. 643.

Am. Jur. reference. — 42 Am. Jur,
Public Administrative Law, t 94.

Sec. 44.62.312. State policy regarding meeting*, (a) It is the policy of

the state that

(1) the governmental units mentioned in 8310(a) of this chapter exist
to aid in the conduct of the people's business;

(2) s the .ntent of the law that actions of those units be taken openly
and that their deliberations be conducted openly;

(3) the people of this state do not yield their sovereignty to the

agencies which serve them;

(4) the people, in delegating authority, do not give their public
servants the right to decide what is good for the people to know and what

is not good for them to know;

(5) the people's right to remain informed shall be protected so that
they may retain control over the instruments they have created.

(b) Section 310(cXIl) of this chapter shall be construed narrowly in
order to effectuate the policy stated in (a) of this section and avoid
unnecessary executive sessions. (83 ch 98 SLA 1972)

Kfviior'i note (19721. — AS 44 62 3124a)
it based on Cal. Gov't C-A-, tec. 54950

Legislative committee report. — For
report on ch 96. SLA 1972 (SB 253). tee
1972 House Joumtl, p 158

Article 7. Legislative Review of Rules.

Section
31 Legislative annulment of regulations
and review

[
Sec. 44.62.320. Legialalive annulment of regulations and review,
(@) The legislature, by a concurrent resolution adopted by a vote of both
houses, may annul a regulation of an agency or department

(b)  Within 45 days after a regulation it filed by the lieutenant
governor, the lieutenant governor shall submit the regulation to the
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Rule 22 Uniform Rules Rule 23

Open and Executive Sessions

RULE 22 (a) All meetings of a legislative body are open to all
legislators, whether or not they are members of the particular legislative
body that is meeting, and to the general public except as provided in (b)
of this rule.

(b) A legislative body may call an executive session at which members
of the general public may be excluded for the following reasons:

(D discussion of matters, the immediate knowledge of which would
adversely affect the finances of a government unit;

(2 discussion of subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and
character of a person;

(3 discussion of a matter that may, by law, be required to be
confidential.

(© When a legislative body desires-to call an executive session in
accordance with (b) of this rule, the body shall first convene as a public
meeting and the question of holding an executive session shall be
determined by a majority vote.

(d) The provisions of this rule shall not be interpreted as permitting
the exclusion of a legislator from an executive session, whether or not
he is a member of the body that is meeting. A legislator not a member
of the body holding an executive session shall, however, be subject to the
same rules of confidentiality and decorum as pertain to regular members
of the body. -

() Minutes shall be kept of each meeting of a standing or special
committee. Meetings may be electronically recorded at the option of the
committee. Committee minutes and other materials of research value
shall be delivered to the legislature’s reference library at the end of each

-session for appropriate disposition.

(O To the maximum extent feasible, the time, place and subject matter
of meetings of standing or special committees sh.11be announced by the
committee chairman in advance. The announcement should be, if
possible, made on the floor of the House or Senate during sessions.
Posting of notices and other forms of announcement are encouraged.
The presiding officer of each house shall enforce compliance with this
subsection.

Committee Referral and Action

RULE 23 (a) A committe* acts on all bills referred to it and reports
its actions and recommends.ions to the house as soon a* practicable.
Committee reports must be in writing and the report must be signed by
a majority of the members of the committee. The report will note the
recommendation of each member signing the report.

(b) When a bill is reported back by a committee without at least one
"Do Pass", unless the bill has a subsequent referral or referrals of
record, the presiding officer shall put the question "Shall the bill be
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April 16, 1380

Honorable Mike Miller
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Miller:
The League of Women Voters supports HB 972 with some modifications.

We believe that standardized record keeping of committee meetings should
be instituted. We further believe that minutes of the meetings should
be made abailable to the public in a timely manner.

However, we do have some reservation* regarding the oath taking sections
of the bill. We believe that requiring the representational lobbiest to
swear and oath before giving testimony to a committee would intimidate

the majority of citizen lobbiest so much so that they would refrain from
giving testimony. We believe that committees now have statutory authority
to require an oath, under certain circumstances, and we believe that
authority should be invoked when the need arises.

Therefore, we would support HB 972, if the sections requiring everyone
giving testimony before a committee to swear an oath are deleted.

Sincerely,

Margaret t. mom ana
Action Chairperson
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