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THE ALASKA COUNCIL ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

March 13, 1980

Representative Mike M i l le r ,  Chairman 
House State A ffa irs  Committee 
Alaska State House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative M i l le r :

The Alaska Council on Science and Technology, while cognizant of the In­
tents behind H.B. 931 Is very concerned with the potentia l implications 
of restating the entire statute which established the Council 1n the 
las t  le g is la tu re . In add it ion , we are concerned with specific language 
which might be Interpreted to mean or imply that the Council 1s subject 
to the authorit ies of the Commissioner of Administration 1n subjective 
po licy and program matters.

As you know, the Council is unique In Un1 .̂ed States experience relevant 
to science po licy and program development In that we currently report on 
our ac t iv it ie s  to both the executive and le g is la t iv e  branches of Alaskan 
government. We believe that th is system has worked sa t is fac to r i ly  thus 
fa r In our experience and should be continued so that a dialogue for 
responsive and progressive science po lic ies  and programs may Involve 'he 
Council with the concerns of both the governor's o ff ice  and the le g is ­
latu re .

Accordingly, we propose to you only a modest amendment to the Council's 
authorizing le g is la t io n  contained in AS 44.21. Amendment to AS 44.21 
to read:

"Section 44.21.200 COUNCIL ESTABLISHED

a) The Alaska Council on Science and Technology Is hereby 
established. The Council 1s assigned to the Department of 
Administration for administrative purposes and services only."

A dd it iona l ly , we comment that the several minor changes In AS 44.21 and 
the recod if ication of grant authorit ies pertinent to the Council are 
unnecessary per se and may unnecessarily l im it  future a c t iv it ie s  of the 
Council as o r ig in a l ly  envisioned by the le g is la tu re .
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Thank you for th is  consideration.

Sincerely,

T. Neil Davis 
Chairman

cc: Representative Terry Gardiner
Speaker of the House
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