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DAILY HEWS-MINER,

Can Alaska say

Re_f). Mike Miller of Juneau is pushing
a Dbill through the state Legt;slature
which would” study the possibility of
bringing a commumt?/ of Laotian
Hmong (formerly we called them Meo)
to Alaska. Miller, a good and decent
man, is being helped in his effort by the
Valley Rotary Club In Juneau. What
thex arc doing Is very Important to us,
both as Americans and as Alaskans.

Not so many years ago, this nation
was seriouslyen af]ed In keeping the
communists out of lndochina. Many of
those we came to save were unable to
fully understand what we were doing
there, but the Hmong understood. They
hated the communists.

Laos Is not a country In any
traditional sense. For ‘centuries,
assorted conquerors-the Chinese, the
Khmer, the Vietnamese, the Thai-
swept across what is now Laos, but they
pal neea .
dependent hill tribes, who in any event
repaid unwelcome attention with
violence. The French were unwilling to
abide such a lack of structure; they
Impost'd the present houndaries of Laos

upon the tribes for the sake rf ad-

ministrative convenience. After the
French went away, the pi nee# and
mystics down In the sIeepP/, iver capital
of Vientiane exercised little Jurisdiction
over the Hmong; in fact, until fairly
recent limes many Hmong had never
heard of Vientiane.

little heed to the fiercely in-

Fairbanks, A].aska,

Soon after the U.S. came stndm;?,mto
Southeast Asia, many of our "allies”
began to absent themselves from
combat situations. Anywhere In the
field you could hear people below the
rank of E-5 asking aloud; If theY don’t
cate enough about this to fight, then
what are we doing here? (I have, of
course, cleaned up the Ianguage). But
the Hmong cared. Directed mostly by
CIA spooks, they fought the Pathet'Lad
bravely and  successfully, and
sometimes they even harassed the
North Vietnamese Army.

But for all their valor, the Hmong
were not crazy. They knew that If we
pot out, the Communists would take
0 er Vientiane, the cities, and the river
country, and then attend to the
liquidation ofthe.Hmon(E.SotheHmon
asked the Americans to take care o
them If things reached such a pass; and
the evidence Is that our peoPIe
promised help, even though It was later
asserted that these statements did not
bind the U.S.

We didn't take care of them, of
course: we left Laos, In much the same
secretive _manner In which we had
arrived. Sure enough, the Pnthct Lao
and their Vietnamese friends did
exactly what the,Hmon% had predicted.
Many "Hmong died; others were Im-
Pnsoned or treated In ways calculated
0 break their spirit; the rest live tn
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refugee camps In Thailand, wretchedly
attended.

| believe we ?ave our word to the
Hmong, and that we ought to stand by
them.” Mike Miller's bill seeks to
redeem a part of the national honor In a
wa{thatalsohonorsAIaska, .

It is an appropriate .me for Aiaskans
to make a gesture through which we
can take a measure of public .Pnde.
Maybe it has something to do with the
savaging of our people by the national
press; or maybe we have, in recent
years, witnessed the damage caused by
greed and wastefulness™ to simple
civility. We are not a mean and selfish
people; historically Alaskans have
Identified themselves with compassion
and generosity.

According to legislative staffers, the
Hmon? have been passed over for
resettlement becousu of their lack of s
written language and their difficulty In
adjusting to urban I|y|nt]1 after so many
centuries of a simple agricultural
existence. Buta group In Minnesota has
successfully adapted Itself to rural and

small town life and, incidentally, to the

cold,

Mike Miller’s bill Is important in yet
another aspect: It causes people to
think about the refugee problem In a

eneral sense. The Persecutlon of the

mong was politically inspired, as was
the case with the Cubans, the Viet-
namese, the Afghans and, in another
decade, the Hungarians. Americans
empathize with ~people who are
escaping oppressive governments,
even though our icsponse is often
hesitant.

There is another class of refugees
that we had better address In an in-
telligent manner; economic refu%ees.
The™ poor countries, especially those
hooked on petroleum-based fertilizer
and energy, arc sinking Into a sea of
debt paper In_order to keep their
rapidly-increasing populations from
starving. .

Some of the poar countries are« rscd
with both political turmoil and
econmlc disaster: indeed, it Is difficult
at times to tell which is cause and which
is effect. Even if political stability could
be conferred by a magic wand, a great
deal remains to be done quickly In the
poor countries to resolve questions of
energy use, wasteful allocation of
resources, and population control.

The International bankers, who
recosze the magnitude of the
problem, are keeﬁmg the poor nations
afloat right now through generous loan

no’ to everyone?

practices They know that if those
economies are allowed to collapse, the
present trickle of economic refugees
will become a flood. In the event of
mass starvation, it does not take a
great stretch of the imagination to
envision hordes of refugees on the
shores of the prosperous nations. If that
happens, the alternatives will be to take
them in—all of them-or to allow them
to die. There will be no escaping that
stark decision. , ,

For those who think this last Is Idle
paranoia, Haitians are arnvmg every
dag along the Florida coast. They are
not running from the ministrations of
the dictator “Baby Doc” Duvalier or
the hated Tonton Macoul, although they
could be excused for doing so; they are
instead economic refugees who " look
into the future and See the Grim
Reaper. . S

The great American civil ngzhts
leader Bayard Rustin once said that we
who believe In democracy must take
chances. Mike Miller thinks we should
be willing to take a hancc that the
Hmong settlement In Alaska will be
SL|J|CC€SSfU| and mutually beneficial tous
a

In the midst of all the scramhbling
over the oil money, those Impulses
seem worth _ponderm%. Serious and
dangerous things are taking place in
this" world, and it befits Alaska to
assume a Rart of the responsibility for
resolving them.



We support House BilJL No. 576 tnd House Concurrent Resolution
No. hi

There ere 13,2 million refugees worldwide due to oppression
by governments, Communism, w rn, ronr dir. sters. It has been es—
timated that only one of every t; o0 persons survives the long and
drngerou®-. journey to resettlement camps. Benjamin Rosenthal (ii-HY)
returning from a tour which investigated nine refuge-j camps in
S. E. Asia, doscribed their rr, ThellholeeX where living conditions
were "the most atrocious and grotenoue that n human beirig can be
in"*. (The previous information is .from the Lutheran ttion
and Refugee Service,.

The United St-"tea hoe pledged to take a large number PT
refugees now in camps. Host will die unless.they rmt accented n
into a country. They cannot rem-in where they -re and live.

VL believe that Al*nlta can play on important part in the
resettlement of refugees. With over XX rail Jion acres of prime
farm land and over 100 million acres of graaing land, Alaska
can be a leader in alleviating human suffering ly providing
an opportunity for subsistence fuming.

Several subsistence forms currently exist in such areas as
Hoonah, Haines rnil Deltn Junction. A4t “here ir a Rusrlan rettlo-
ment on the Kenai Peninsula. The research L n be«T done to fArovlde
n b~Anio for successful fanning techniques in Al skr. It is now
just r matter of applying what has been learned,

We would like to sue Aireke take the leadership in providing
a sign to the rest of the United States and the world that our
government is responsive to the desires of the people in providing
0o portunity and freedom. In theoc difficult tinee, America needs
acts of human compr.snion to rebuild lost confidence caused by

ch**rg«a of iiaperinlism.



January 24, 1980

At its January,b22, 1980 meeting, the Organization to Assist
Refugees (0ARS) passed a motion supporting House Bill No. 576 and
House Concurrent Resolution No. 4l.

OARS recor-nises the potential of the bills to make a signi—
ficant impact in alls lating human suffering and regards this
action as a sign tc th erest of the world that the American

Government 1is sensitive to needs of people »round the world.
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My DAVID M. I11IiAUMH

Late last sumrhcr, Alaskans learned that higher oil'p?ices would
create a huge continuing surplus In the State.%overnment budget
gestlmated at between J00million and fCOO million for the present

iscal year!. Since that time the Dress has documcnlcd a %rand out-

pouring of Ideas os to how the money could be spent to better our
lives and to increase our slundard of living. To my knowledge, there
has not been even one public sug%esnon as to how we might use a
small part of our new wealth to benefit others.

Our apparent eagerness to indulge ourselves tins not gone un-

noticed by the rest of the world. The distasteful biblical spectacle of
the rich man refusing to give Lazarus even the crumbs from his
table fits loo well wli.it has become a growing public perception of

Alaskans We arc viewed os the que-e}led Arabs of the North greedi-

ly toting up ways to spend oor new found riches while the single
greatest human_tragedy since Hie holocaust plws Use" out 'in
outheast Asia, Even our gestures appear selfish. We talk of selling
or giving salmon lo starving Cambodians, not because they are
desperately hi need, but because we fear a glut on the market and a
shutp fall in prices .

.Personall¥, | am convinced that the image of Alaskans as Insen-
sitive and gtct-dy is waited. We do not lack concern, only an Idea.
We are not unw|llin? lo share with others; just unable to see how un
influx of unskilled fabor into our already weak urban job markets
can much help anyone If « way could be found, | believe Alaskans
W(%uld move fo the lorefronl in the effort (o assist the Indochinese
refugees.
. A*g it haf)pens, a wa?/ may be at hand A bill will soon be pre filed
in (he Alaska Legislature to appropriate 150000 to study the
feasibility ol relocating up to five hundred fLaoliani
llinong requee farmers in a self-sustaining agricultural community
brre in Alaska Through the use Of Innovative technology and local
building materials, it may be possible to better at least a few lives.
In addition to esamining alt -rnativc lechniilogles anil appropi ale
bundmg techniques, the study would consider what combination of
Stale, federal and private aid ran best finance the project. One pos-
iiliilily (that could even be mandated for consideration) Is that a
minimum percentage ol the project tie financed by ".c new farmers
themselves out of conlrthuliuns raised In a na! until fund raising
drive Some keY Hmong leaders presently live In UHIIn?t. Montana
and, conceivably, could help tu coordinate .jch an effort.

The Hmong are Laotian mountain people of Chinese extraction
who fooglil against Use Communlit takeover in Laos In so doing,

they lust llicir arms many uf Itieir people, anil mnsi of their pos-

sessions Since Iheir defeat, they have Icjrncd just how quickly
Arnrrtcan promises can slip Inlu the unrrinemUred past Despile
offi lal assurances of American resettlement aid and asiislanre,
tens of thouiands ol Hmong people are presently living In Thai
tefu%rc ramps, and have hern for several years

Ah uiqli the Iliming were among the first refugee* In enter:

Thailand’s camps, they may well he among the lasi lo leave Inral<( order to help them And you must Iseal them

trillion and assistance given earlier to the Vietnamese lio.il peuple,
aminuw to the Cambodians luitom r puiliy at Ihelr .xpense Uriel*
llenn-ni id insist Hmonq in Iheir own farming rointntinliy here In
Alaska cmdtl dramatically unprove matWs for Unss»

Refugees nnd Alaska

(0 be resettled, even given the rigors of the rural Alaska lifestyle.
More Importantly, an Alaskan effort aimed at assisting (lie [Imoug
could rclotus international attention on Iheir needs. Life on a fann
In Alaska is no picnic, hut then neither Is life in a refugee camp.
Compared lo the alternative of continued Incarceration or denili, a
ghagce to begin again in Alaska comes off as a rare opportunity in-
eed.

Westerners arccertlfinbiy Incompetent ut dclermning how bed
to assist persons Irom oilier cultures. For this reason, wc imis| not
jump lo conclusions as tu the potential success or the p ientl.il coll
of the project. One important feature of the propoicd s udy Is con-
sultation with llic Hinting themselves. Helping them In acoril with
Iheir own standards nnd their own expectations may prove Ui he
considerably mure "do able" than one might initially sugpose

ICven so, Il must be admitted (hat nt. ny polcnlld problems do
conic lo mind when one begins to think about this Idea Not Lie
least of these is the problem of land availability. Unless the federal
government fulfills its D2 and Statehood Act obligations, Il is hard
lo sec how room fnr the Laotians could he found in Alaska un Ihe
oilier hand, Laotion resettlement could he the wedge that pries free
the Stale's full land entitlement frtxn Ihe federal government.

llceausc there are potential problems, no one It yet asking
Alaskans to supjiort resettlement, only lo keep an open nutul on Hie
subject Hclugcce resettlement has been declared Ihe issue ol Hie
year by ltotary International -

The bill to fumJ Ihe proposed feasibility study was drafted In
re>|Kinto lo a resolution passe. In October by the Glacier Valley
llolary Club ol Juneau As President ol the Glancr Valley Itotary
Club. Ttaniiy Hul our members and other wiIIin% lo consider Hits
effort are not yet convinced that refugee farms 11l woik, only Hut
Iheir establishment shnuld be given rarcful consideration | would
hale to Ihmk Dial we furcclo ed achance lo help omen, lo increase
our own self respect nnd to enhance our own self linage without so
much as a rarcful look at the possibilities.

Prccendent exists. Self suslalning agricultural farms have heen
part of lhe Alaskan landscape fur man/ years Physically, it ran [*
done Thu ifiic*liiiit* are: “At whnl cost?" and “In whal manner"'
Wc nciil in make a serious effort in find the auiwrti .

Alaska's wHImgness to esRIore new and Innovative solutions to
the refugee prohicni could hrip lead to Hie problem's suecesslul
resolution even it resettiement m Alaska it lound lu be totally un-
reasonable One idea ran give birlh lo another The propose 2study
(1J|ves Ibis pinccss a chance lo woik We ought lu be willing In du at
east <tiit In lire words ol Pope John Paul Il
~ “We cannot stand Idly by, enjoying our uwn riches ami Irecdum.
if in anY place, the Lararui ol the twentieth renlry stands al our
doors .llirhrs ami (rcrdom urate a special ohhgau *n The (nor of
Hie Drilled Stairs and the world are your lirnllirts aim tisfut  Von
must never be cunlenl lo leave them just the numbs linm llu- least
You must lake of ,..ur sulrstancc ami not just of ¥0ur abundance, in

ike guests at your
lanuly table,0

rsoir: iraml llromiir Is the principle n unionist lor the Alaska
Hrpailinrnl il tunuurrcr ami Economic Develo|MUrrsl ami pr«si-

- Id..iri Vallrv Itotary link In Juneau
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A word of warning

No one ran ever forget the soun

It starts with a dull, ru bhn roar tha]t builds a dbullds until the
valley walls echo, an wen stops there 15 a deadly silence.

Surh b Ihe sound of an avaIanc

If should nﬁhtlg send ShIVers down Ihe hack ol an g/onewho skis or
snowshoes the Dbackcountry In the winter or spring No one
challenges an avalanche and wins

They are overpowering

Count your days on your flngers ye who do not fear them
There are ways fo survive avaan nés, ¥e Ilt gsbeendon There
are ﬁeople who have been h|tand ved to fell about it and ecause
of t atldlt b only wise to know what to do when caught up in a
snowviide

The best advise, though * to stay far awa from them

Stay to the heavy Umber or the ridg ettgj a}/out of tne halrren
valleys It dos ot taxe 2 genius to spot an avalanche slope,
esoemally in t Counrg/

in* will usually be b re 3sabab 's bottom, havmg %enscoured
dean by regular winter Sli ithe valley floo they will, at
best, be a mazeo alders and small evergreens
Avoid that 11 b ralleit ar out area, and If anything lets go
above, it b the Wronrgi] t?tace

A better route ts It the trees eIow It. protected from a sliding
mass of snow

There is much to learn about, av%lanche* Thb b not meant to.be a
primer «n either how to avolo Ihem qr how survive them That
take* more informaUon than can pe |i|nted here, and more com-
mon seme than any column rar nstil

This column b meant, Instead, as a warning

People die in avalanches In Alaska every year Many of them die

needlessly
Il has been a lung time smcea one died under a pile of snow in
|he Juneau area V%hether to cal ?uclk anovelgdge |Ho not
What | do know b that %outheast Ala\ska b a prime place to be
buried by an avalanche unless you're always watching for H

Blasting

One is all it takes

Avalanches drop with stunning
swiftness They catch peaple up
in a ra(fnng torrent of flowing
snow Often, they Kill

More people died in
avalanches in Alaska in the 1970s
than in any other state, according
to statistics That is not a per
caona figure

n actual numbers. Alaska, the
least populace state in the union,
led the nation in avalanche

$klers snowxhoers and others
\t| J0 Into e mountains un-
ware of t dangers. NOHJI
son an ava anc eexperts
Wilson in Juneau this
week to.conduct avalanche tra|E
|n|g sessnns at the Ea?Iecrest S
e r-day Tiefd seminar,
which

A fo
ene hurs aP/ Was
desm 0 [each ski_area per-
o an ot ers tt]e fine points
a\valanc ec nro]
Blasting. and other methods
are used throughout the W|nter
ecrestt Ethe slopes

at Fag
sae om avalanche
ou avekto see |t fee’ It

heag
said "It avaIanc e contro
not.a sclence It'sanart. a

defined art, ut an art

T e varjanles are endIess

" effectwgness

namiting avalanches, is “ve

vg %]ghgw&on sald, t%ut Jys
percent

Once In .a whlle]
We re_working wi n]other
nature, wer going

fogle 8
St|| he sa %knn% inan area
where avalan lopes are
re arymonltored 'i er than

In as Angeles or an
ot er%r Y y

The rea3|est avalanche
l«ngrr gxmt In tuY<country
teds he sal
Peaple going into ihe moon

Avalanche

snow to save lives

lams in the winter need to be
aware of the danger and what to
look_for. or avoid.

“The public awarenr. along
W|th theJ)ubIlc need is growing,
he adde

Seminars like the one at
Eaglecrest help foster that pu]bhc
knowledge In addition to Phase
|| seminars, such as those held at
Eaglecrest the National
Avalanche Schools, under v hich

WiLson runs the Pﬁogram con-

ducts a Phase | se
the student the best un
standing of avalancl} H

enon control Tun

Inar “to 8IV6

amen-

KiM A

Dynamiting snow

er-
henom-

a]s landj avalanche rescue."
Ierenaso Ph selt]semma
ur specialized avalanche-contro
(raining.

Wilson has worked |1
avaIan e area]s and tauqt
avalanche-contro througnout he
West. He teaches & dozen

seminars eve ach af-
tracts 10 to IS%ttY(fents e sal

(e Ea Ieorest school, spon-
sored b Forest Servme

Ere\f\ecrest thr"EJtS?ttSSert?c?

te rity-horough and the state
Department of Transportation

Norm Wilson



GOVERNOR, **n.S. QUIE Mrs. Albert H. Quie, a member

HOST REFUC 1 MEETING of the ARC advisory committee in
Minnesota, recently invited business,

labor, religious and civic leaders to a lunch meeting in the Governor's

Residence to hear a report from ARC's chairman and to ask their

support of Indochinese refugees. Stormy Greener, photographer-writer

of the Minneapolis Star and a member of the Minneapolis/St. Paul ARC

steering committee, reported on her trip to "boat people” camps.

Her photographs, which have received nationwide attention, will be

the basis of an ARC slide presentation for sponsor development.

FUNDS ARC's efforts to help resolve a rapidly worsening
URGENTLY crisis require contributions. The America Refugee
NEEDED Committee depends entirely upon private support and

receives no Federal funds. Three offices now are in
operation, and others are being planned. The approximate cost of re-
cruiting, evaluating and following through on each sponsor is $50.
Thus $50,000 is urgently needed for the current sponsor campaign
as well as funds for medical programs and transportation projects
being planned. ARC is incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation
and contributions are tax deductible by IRS ruling.

While several foundation and corporation requests arc pending, immediate
needc urgently require contributions. Please do help now.

American Refugee Committee American Refugee Committee
310 FourL. Avenue South, Room 410 317 Howard Street, Room 201
Minneapolis, MN 55415 Evanston, IL 60202
American Refugee Committee Neal Ball

1630 Crescent Place, N. W. One American PLiza

Washington, D. C. 20009 Evanston, IL 60201
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