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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: o t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  C h a i r m a n

RE: H.B. 278

T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  s t a f f  h a s  a d v i s e d  m e  that 
w e  h a v e  to h e  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  in d e s c r i b i n g  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s  

a n d  c a n ' t  u s e  the l a n g u a g e  " n n v  s t a t e  e l e c t  ion''. T h e r e ­
fo r e  I h a v e  c h a n g e d  the l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  to r e a d  

" p r i m a r y ,  g e n e r a l ,  s p e « i n l ,  or p r e s i d e n t i a l  p r i m a r y " .
L e t  m e  k n o w  if y o u  h a v e  a n v  o b j e c t i o n s  to t h i s  c h a n g e .
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  April 17, 1979

SUBJECT: Committee Substitute for HB 278
relating to purge of voter lists.

TO: Representative Mike Miller, Chairman
House State Affairs Committee

FROM: Richard A. Bradley, Legislative Counsel
£ >

The committee requested that a voter purge be delayed ori a 
vote in "REAA, Coastal Zone Management, or state elections;" 
the committee left untouched the earlier addition of "municipal" 
to the phrase. It later requested addition of a reference 
to the proposed presidential primary election.

I have redone the entire approach consistentl y with the 
committee's apparent request. I take that request to be 
that ess entially any vote in an el ection conducted under 
state law suspend the voter p u r g e .

I have deleted "municipal" and subs tituted "local election"
AS 15.60.010(2) defines "local election" as "any election 
held by a borough, city, or other local ur.it of government."
This clearly comprehends "municipal" or "REAA." Within a 
code such as AS 15, it is preferable to use the defined 
terms and not add new terms. My use of "municipal [election 1" 
in HB 278 violated this rule and was undesirable.

The term "state election" is not defined In AS 15.60.010, 
and curiously, neither is "primary election" defined; since 
"election" [AS 15.60.010(1)] is defined as including only 
"general" [AS 15.60.010(10)], and "special" [AS 15. 0.010(22)] 
elections, it is necessary to refer to "general," "special," 
and "primary" elections in the bill.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  
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A p r i l  17, 1 9 7 9

I c o n s i d e r  it u n n e c e s s a r y  to a d d  a r e f e r e n c e  to p r e s i d e n t i a l  

p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  t e r m  p r i m a r y  c l e a r l y  c o m p r e h e n d s  a l l  
p r i m a r i e s .

A n d  w h i l e  it is n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  a c o a s t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  
e l e c t i o n  is a s p e c i a l  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  o r  a l o c a l  e l e c t i o n ,  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  to b o t h  

e l e c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d ,  it s e e m s  u n n e c e s s a r y  to r e s o l v e  the 
q u e s t i o n  - it is c o v e r e d  in e i t h e r  case.

R A B : n e m

E n c l o s u r e
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