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under c o n s id e r a t io n  and (a m a jo r i t y  o f  the  con*44te«-) (the  comm ittee ) 
r e p o r ts  1t back w it h  the f o l l o w in g  recom mendat ions :

[ ' ] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass w it h  a ttached  amendments( s )
[ ] same t i t l e

( ) re p la c e  w ith  CS f o r  __________________________________________________________________ ( j new t i t l e

and recommends _______________________________________________________________________________________

[ ] AND a ttaches  a "Le t te r  o f  In te n t"  [ ] New F is c a l  Note

[ ] r e p o r ts  1t back w it h o u t  recommendation

( 1 r e f e r r e d  to the ___________________________________________________________________ Committee
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A N C H O R A G E . A L A S K A  S 0 S O 8 ^

Representative Joe Hayes 
t^Se. ator Pat Podey 

Senator John Butrovich

Gentlemen:

This rerjuest is in response to action taken at a March 1977 meeting of the GUIDE 
LICENSING AND CONTPOL BOARD, in  which a reso lu t ion  was passed g iv in g  ’-’aster Guide 
Slim Moore, an honorary master gu ide 's  license fo r  l i f e .

In order to implement that reso lu t ion , enclosed is the pertinent information that 
should be s u f f ic ie n t  to have th e ir  ic t io n  Implemented. Slim would be very pleased 
and honored to have t h is ,  as he approaches h is  80th b irthday A p r i l 8.

fo r  your ^ fo rm a t io n  ten Master Guides received th a : designation the f i r s t  year—
Carl Lane, Juneau; Marc Jensen, Juneau; Jay Hammond, Lake C lark ; Hal Waugh (deed) 
Fairbanks; A1 f "adson, (deed) Kodiak; Slim fioore, Fairbanks; Bud Branham and Dennis 
Branham, both of Rainy Pass; Don DeHart, (deed) Slana; and Bob Busby, Harding Lake.

I have known SI in  fo r  over 25 years, and he is an honorable man. To keep h imself 
busy, Slim ra ises most o f the food that he and h is  w ife  use, w ith enough le f t  over 
‘fo r  fr iends who stop by during harvest time. SHm has a method of expressing h im se lf , 
w ith h is  sense and humor and story t e l l l n q ,  that i t  1s a de l ig h t  and p r jv l  --ge to any 
l is te n e r  vho has the opportun ity to be around, when he ta lks  of h is  true experiences 
of a l i fe t im e  of hunt ing . Pat used to d e l iv e r  papers 1n Soenard where Slim l ives  now.

Attached are cooies of a r t ic le s  which appeared In  d if fe ren t  magazines during some of 
the soan o f h is  hunting years. I f  there is  other information tha you th ink necessary 
olease le t  me know a J I w i l l  get 1t. S llm 's  address is  4106 Arkansas D rive , 99503; 
Dhone 27?-'-»0?4.

«

Yours very t r u ly ,

Helen A. Butcher



SLT’ vOORE, MASTER ^'JIPE

In 1964 the State of Alaska ungraded it s  ranks o f b ig  ga.i.e guides. The 

system had been getting a ooor reputation through unethical oractlces of guides who 

were e x p lo it in g  the Great Land, and Slim Moore was one of the ten who received the 

Master Guide designation that f i r s t  year. Others were Carl Lane, Marc Jensen, Jay

Hammond, Hal Waugh, A lf  Madsen, Bud' arid».Denn1s Branham, Oon DeHart, and Bob Busby.
*

A Master Guide had to meet a l l  the requirements of a Registered Guide, 

in add it ion  to having le g a l ly  hunted in  Alaska fo r  a part of each o f 10 years during 

which h is p r in c ip a l source of income was from gu id ing or re lated a c t iv i t ie s .  He
a ••

must have he ld a Registered Guide license and have been ac t ive ly  engaged In gu id ing 

fo r at least 5 years.. He must not have been convicted of v io la t in g  federa l or state 

f is h in g ,  game or gu id ing  laws w ith in  the preceding 5 years, and he must ha 'e consis­

ten t ly  performed in  a superior manner as evidenced by reports submitted to the depart 

ment, and by inqu ir ie s  made by the Alaska Guide Licensing and Control Board to at 

least two of the gu ide 's c l ien ts  of record, in  add it ion to other q u a l i f ic a t io n s  

which the board may requ ire .

During the March 1977 meeting of the GUIDE LICENSING AND CONTROL BOARD, 

he fo l low in g  motion was passed unanimously; "RESOLVED, that master guide "SUm" 

Moore, a fte r 45 years in the gu id ing  industry was r e t i r in g ,  and would be an honorary 

master guide fo r  l i f e . "  According to Board Member Chuck Keim, the en t ire  audience

stood up and applauded. To implement th is  reso lution w i l l  take l e g i s l at ive  act ion .
> •

M. W. (S lim) Moore, Grand Old Man o f Alaska Guides, was awarded the f i r s t

Simon-Waugh Award for excellence in 1974. This award is given by the Alaska Profes­

s iona l Hunters Association each year to guides who have dedicated th e ir  l ives  to 

g u id in g , have always believed 1n f a i r  chase, and have contributed to the profess ion 's  

excellence . In S lim 's years of gu id in g , no complaint has ever been recorded, and he 

is the on ly l i v in g  guide who has re t ire d  from a l i fe t im e  occupation as a guide.



Slim arr ived in Alaska in  1926 from Texas and in 1931 booked h is f i r s t  

hunt--three of the trophies la te r  made the second ed it ion  in  1937 of the Boone and 

Crocket record book. He has trapped, packed with horses, used dog teams, and guided 

or hunted in  almost every corner o f the state except the panhandle. He guided the 

hunt which the record book shows two hunters' names (19S0 Johnson and Brennan) fo r  a . 

sheep that neither knew who shot i t ,  so both agreed to claim the d is t in c t io n . When • 

fu r*  prices were low in  193J and there was no demand fo r  packers. Slim moved back to 

Fairbanks to h is trade as an e le c t r ic ia n  lineman. In 1952 he and h is  w ife , Margaret, 

took over Summit Lake Lodge on the Richardson Highway and operated i t  fo r  ten years 

before moving to Anchorage in  1963.

Slim is a member of Pioneers Ig loo #15, the Alaska Professional Hunters 

Association , arJ a re t ire d  member o f the IBEW union. When the Denali Highway was 

competed from Paxson to Cantwell, Slim was instrumental in ge tt ing  the north s ide of 

the road closed to a l l  hun t ing ; and he s t i l l  fo llows the hearings and te s t i f ie s  from 

h is  long experiences regard ing the regu la t ion  of game in  the State.

Slim re t ire d  in 1977, which lead to the reso lution passed at the March 1977 

Guide Licensing and Control Board. Demonstrating h is  character, Slim fe lt  he should 

release h is gu id ing te r r i t o r y  so that i t  could be reassigned.

(copies of several a r t ic le s  which have appeared throughout the years are . 

attached. I can send a Po laro id  p ic ture  of Slim wearing the Simon-Waugh award, which 

is a carved powder horn, carved in Fairbanks in Apr i l 1974)

Submitted by

Helen A. Butcher 
P. 0 . Box 4-1203 
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

279-6448 or 277-6202

m



FURTHER RESOLVED that those guides q u a l i fy in g  fo r Subunit C be granted exclusive 
guide areas w ith j o i n t  usage fo r  those areas that over lap .

Those guides app ly ing fo r  exc lus ive gu id ing areas in  game management Unit 9 , Subunit 
C, were;

A lfred Burnett 
R. H. Jensen 
Jack Myers 
Richard Sjoden 
Ben White

A fte r d iscussion and on motion du ly made, seconded and carr ied  unanimously i t  was
, • i . «

RESOLVED that Ed K ing , Jack Myers, Denny Thompson and Ben White agree to a 
co rr ido r of two and one-half (2 1/2) m iles on both sides o f the branch on 
Alkagnok River fo r common or shared usage w ith in  the boundaries of th e ir  exc lu­
s ive areas. Ben White , Denny Thompson and Edward King have no c o n f l ic t  on th e ir  
exclusive gu id ing  areas. Denny Thompson and Jack Myers do have a c o n f l ic t .
Jack Myers w i l l  read just h is  map, p u l l in g  back h is  boundaries so they are no 
longer in  c o n f l ic t .

A fter discussion and on motion du ly made, seconded and carr ied  unanimously 1t was

v RESOLVED that master guide "Slim" Moore, a f te r  45 years in  the gu id ing  industry 
—  was r e t i r i n g ,  and would be an honorary master guide fo r  l i f e .

A fter d iscussion and on motion duly made, seconded and carr ied  unanimously i t  was

RESOLVED that Richard Herscher d id  not hold a q u a l i f ie d  reg istered guide l icense 
at th is  time, and that Mr. Herscher could p e t it io n  the board fo r  an exclusive 
gu id ing  area at such as he obtained his license .

Mr. Ray Loesche then addressed the board (Mr. • oesche's guide license is  revoked).
Mr. Loesche stated he was putt ing  the board on notice that i f  he had to take i t  to 
every court in the land , he would prove that what the Guide Licensing and Control 
Board was doing by ass ign ing  of exclusive guide areas was i l l e g a l .

A fter o iscu ss^n  and on motion duly made, seconded and carr ied  unanimously i t  was

RESOLVED that a permanent permit be assigned to those guides in  Unit 9 , Subunit 
E, who app lied  by November 1, 1976, having in  the la s t  f iv e  years three State­
ments of f in a n c ia l  Remuneration on f i l e  and/or had in  the la s t  f iv e  years three 
Bear Camp re g is t ra t io n s ;

FURTHER RESOLVED that a temporary permit would be assigned to those guides 
app ly ing  in  Unit 9 Subunit E, by November 1, 1976, who had in  the la s t  f iv e  
years two (2) Statements of F inancia l Remuneration on f i l e  and/or had in the la s t  
f iv e  years two (2) Bear Camp re g is t ra t io n s , and/or had a w ritten  statement 
from three reg istered  guides that they had conducted hunts in  Unit 9 1n the la s t  
f iv e  years ;

Grenold Co ll ins  
Ed King
Robert L. Myers 
Reinhold Thiele

Ray Foldager 
W il l iam  D. Morrow 
John Pangborn 
Denny Thompson



ny SALLY W. JON IIS 
D :i i ly  N ew * S t a f f  W rite r

A s  n ear as anyone can  fig u re , S lim  

M o o re 's  been g u id ing  b ig  gam e b urn ers 

in  A la s k a  fo r , o h , sa y , about 2 00  ye a rs .

In  tru th , h o w e ver, M o o re  h as been 

g u id in g  s in ce  1931, and at 76  is  the 

o ld est a c tiv e  gu ide in  A la s k a . H e  has 

been g iv -n  the A la s k a  P ro fe ss io n a l 

H u o lcrs*  A sso c ia t io n  f ir s t  S im o n *  

W aug h A w a rd  fo r  e xce lle n ce .

C la r k  E n g le ,*  head o f  the a sso c ii*  

t io o , sa id  the aw ard  w it ' be given each 

je t (  fo r  gu ides "w h o  h ave dedicated 
th e ir  liv e s  to g u id in g , h ave a lw a ys be* 

ticv -.d  in  fa ir  c h a se " and have con* 

t r ib j ie d  to  the p ro fe ss io n 's  e xce lle n ce . 

"W e  w il l kee p  th is  aw ard  on a high 

p la n e ,"  E n g le  sa id  soon a fte r  M o o re  

w as given the pow der h o rn  tro p h y .

A S  H E  R E L A X E D  at E n g le 's  hom e 

9 u r.d a y , M o o re  w as ta lk in g  about not 

: renew ing h is  m a ste r g u id e 's  lice n se  (h it  

• ear. " I  d o n 't ta ke  a ocw  c lie n t any* 

n o n  —  I 'm  a fra id  I  w o u ld n 't be able 

t »  keep up w ith  h im ."  he sa id  w ith  a 

C iu - .k le .  *

M* ore b ooked h is  f ir s t  h unt in 

. 1931.
. I t  w as the h u n te r 's  f ir s t  h u n t, a lto , 

sud the re su lt was th ree tro p h ie s  —  

• | r o  sheep and a goat —  that w ere to 

m a k e  the neat B*»onc and C ro c k e tt  

re co rd  book in  1937.

S m c c  that h u n t, h e 's  ta ke n  h u n ters 

- to  ►>ci> n e a rly  e v e ry  gam e a n im a l A las* 

k a  h as to  o f fe r .

I D S  K N O W L E D G E  o f A la sk a  

v r lld life  ha* co m e w ith  the in t im a c y  no 

b io lo g ist co u ld  hope lo  gain fro m  

b o o ks , test tubes o r  la b o ra to rie s .

H e  guides fo r  the A la s k a  brow n 

b-sar on K o d ia k  Is la n d  and the K c n a i 

Pen in su la  and (o r  m oose. c a rib o u  and 

.D a l i  sheep in  the N e lc h ln a -llp p e r  

S w s ilM , W ra n g e ll M o u n ta in s , and F a ir*  

b a n k s -O n lr a l T a tia n a  g a m t manage* 

m em  units.

H e m ain ta in s perm anent hunting
r im iM  Ija i u  o a J ^ w L  j  L ! - -

A n d  he ta lk *  o f  hmV A la s k a 's  gam e 

has chungcd d u rin g  h is  -(9  y e a rs  o f 

h u n tin g  h ere .

" T h e  sheep arc co m in g  b a c k  —  

there w as a sheep e p id e m ic  in  the 

'3 0 s  and ’JO*, in  the ‘ 30* th ey went a ll 

out on (c o n tro llin g ) w o lv e s , an d  the 

m oose e x p lo d e d : the b ear have gone 

to  the botto m  o f  the b a rre l and K o d ia k  

m a y  end up lo  be the b ro w n 's  la st 

s tro n g h o ld ."

W H E N  M O O K E  sta rte d  g u id in g , 

p a c k h o rsc s  w ere the m o d e o f  t ra n s ­

p o rta tio n  and a 3 0 -d a y  hunt w as the 

ru le . T o d a y , the a ir c r a f t  h ounds the 

b ea r an d  the h u n te r w an ts h is  tro p h y  

bagged in  10 d a y s . "O v c r h u ii l in g ,"  

M o o re  sa id .

A n d  he ta lk s  o f  the O u ts id e rs  w ho 

seek the m a je s t ic  brow n and g n a r ly .

“ 1 had one fe lla ' w ho w as re a lly  

n e rv o u s ,"  M o o re  g rin s . " H e  shot the 

b ea r, we w a lke d  to  it  and 1 leaned on 

iu  sto m ach  (in  o rd e r lo  e xp e l s to m a ch  

gas.)

T h e  carca*  le t  out a “ w it iu m p h h h ."

‘ T h a t  m an h ig h -ta ile d  it  out o f 

there so fa s t  1 n e a rly  had lo  cu t Use

l ic e  dow n to  gel h im  d o w n ,"  M p o ic  

sa y s  w ith  a m isc h ie v o u s  stra ig h t la c e .

T H E  H U N T IN G  sto n e s  he and 

l-n g lc  sw ap fo r  en d le ss  h o u rs —  "th e y  

get h e lle r  w ith  In c  te l l in g ."  M o m c  san l 

—  re ve a l as noth ing e lse  to u lu  s .by 
M o o re  m o ve d  to  A la s k a  b c lo tc  the 

D e p re ssio n .

" I  a lw a ys lik e d  to  hum  a m i n * h ,"  

M o o re  sa id , " A n d  i l  wax h a r j  getting 

aw ay fro n t fa rm e rs  w ith  p itc h fo rk s  

' w hen th ey  saw  m e fish in g  in  th e ir 

a lfa lfa  f ie ld s . "  O u ts id e , he w as an 

e le c tr ic ia n  on co n stan t v a ca tio n .

In  h is  e a r ly  y e a rs  h e re , he p .-ovu lcd  

p a >k  tra in s  fu r  g o ld -v c c k m , led  

p a ck  tra in  fo r  fe d e ra l G e o lo g ic a l S u r ­

vey  w o rk , trap p ed  an  R O -in ilc  lin e  and 

fo u n d  odd jo b s  u n til th at d a y  w hen a 

c lie n t w as re fe rre d  lo  l i in i  in  1931.

" I  cam e to  A la s k a  w hen I  w ax in  

m y  2 0 *  —  fig u r in g  I ’d get th is  h u n t­

ing and fish in g  th in g  out o f  m y  sy s trm  

h e r e ."  M o o re  sa id .

Out h e n e ver d id  gel i l  not o l hi% 

syste m  —  " I  keep p u llin g  i l  o f f  one 

ntore y e a r "  he sa id , and in u iu h lc il 

som eth in g  about m ayb e getting thai 

lic e jise  renew ed fo r  one m o re  y e a r . . .

S l im  Moore wills l i ia  uwan l .

re u r in ' and te n d in ' h is  garden —  l'v *  

n ever been a veg etarian  b c f o i —  hia 

lo n e  h as the rin g  o f  n o n co n v ic tio n .

S U M  M O O R E  liv e s  b ig  gam e, l i e  

ta lk s  o f  g r iz z lie s  as it  ( lie  b ig  bears w ere 

as p re d ic ta b le  a i  the titles . Y e t  he re ­

spects th e ir  b ea u ty , pow er and cu nn in g . 

H e  ta lk s  o f  sheep and h is  th e o ry  that 

the D a lis  in  l im e -m ik  a re as grow  the 

la rgest c m  Is , Iron* the lim e  in  th e ir  

d ie t
■S i l l *  S l t t l  —A .—  is---



Thirty Years 
an
Afaskan Guide

*>y
J im  R e a r d e n

V t l i r a n  w o o d im a n  M o o r*  i '  o rp o n i 
O b * o v «r.»k In n ir\Q  k n if*  j n h.« 

c o m fo rta b le  lo g  c a b in  bom * 
h ig h  in  the re m o te  < o » ln * tt  

o f hi* A lo t k a  Kongo h u n tin g  c o u n try .

D
O N 'T  le t  h im  c h a s e  m e  to o  f a r . "  th e  

g u id e  to ld  h i*  h u n t e r .
A  w o u n d e d  g i u / l v  h a d  fle d  'n a r l in g  

in t o  th e  l i r u - h  T h e  a u it f c  p ro p o n e d  to  go 

in  a m i g e l m e  i< e a r to  c h a r e  h im  in t o  th e  

u p t i i .  th e  h u n t e r  c o u ld  g e l a c le a r

f l in t .

U i I o i t  th e  a in u s c d  h u n ta r  c o u ld  

o b je c t .  th e  lo r g - le g g e d  g u id e  c ra s h e d  

in to  th e  b r u s h  a n d  d is a p p e a r e d  S h o r t ly  

l i u  g u id e  c a m e  lu g g in g  i t  o u t o f th e  

t h ic k e t ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  p e e r in g  o v e r  h i*  
s h o u ld e r  a t th e  b e a r ,  w h u  h . s u r e  e n o u g h , 

w a* c h im in g  h im  T h o u g h  u n n t r v e d ,  th e  

h u n t e r  m a n a g e d  to  « h o o t th e  b e a r  a n d  

e n d  th e  t h a * c .
S o u n d *  f o o lh a r d y ,  h u t  it  w a s n 't .  T h e  

g u id e  k n e w  e x a c t ly  w t .a t  h e w a >  d o in g , 

l i t *  n a m e  w a s  a n d  m S l i m  M o o ie ,  a n d  h r  

i*  t t g a id c d  b y  m a n y  w h o  a r e  q u a li f ie d  

lo  ju n g t  a* on e o f  th e  g r e a te s t  o f a l l  

A la s k a n  g u id e *

A n o t h e r  t o p -n o u h  g u id e . W a . re n  T i l *  

m a n  o f F a i r b a n k s  r e m a r k e d  to  m e .

“ S I J m 's  l i k e  a h u n g ry  In d ia n  w h e n  h e 

g e ts  o n  a good t r o p h y 's  t r a i l .  H e  s t a y s  

w it h  i t  u n t i l  h is  h u n te r  q u i t s  o r  g e ts  i t . ”

S l i m — h e  i s  c a lle d  n o th in g  e ls e ,  a n d  

h a *  e v e n  b e e n  l is t e d  a* s u c h  in  a te le *  

p h o n e  d i r e c t o r y — a n d  h is  w if e ,  M a r g a ­

r e t .  o w n  a n d  o p e ra te  S u m m it  L a k e  

L o d g e . 3 .2 )0  fe e t  a b o v e  se a  le v e l  in  

g la c ie r -h u n g  rc a c r .e s  o f th e  w ild  A la s k a  

R a n g e . T h e  p a v e d  R ic h a r d s o n  H ig h w a y  

w in d s  p a s t  t h e ir  d o o r.

I t  w a s  t h i r t y  d tg r * * *  b e lo w  s e r o  o n  a 
r e c e n t  w in t e r 's  d » y  w h e n  I  p u lle d  o ff 

t h e  h ig h w a y  in  f r o s t  o f  th e  s n o w -b a n k e d  

lo g  c a b in  th e  M o o re s  c a l l  h o m e . S l im ,  

s h r u g g in g  in to  • p i r k a ,  c a m e  o u t to  w e l ­
c o m e  m e  T a l l — h e 's  s i x  f e e l  tw o — c r a g g y  

fa c e d , w ith  b u s h y  b ro w s , a  m a g n if ic e n t  

h e a d  o f  s i l v i  r h a ir  a n d  p ie r c in g  b lu e  

e y e s ,  h e  lo o k s  e v e r y  in c h  th e  b ig  g a m e  

g u id e .
T h o u g h  I  h ad  in te n d e d  to  v i s i t  th e  

M o o r e s  o n ly  a fe w  d a y s ,  1 s ta y e d  a w e e k , 

y a r n in g  w it h  S l im ,  lo o k in g  o v '- r  h is  p ic ­

t u r e s .  s n o w s h o e in g  w ith  h im  a n d  o u t­

d o o r - lo v in g  M a r g a r e t  in  s e a rc h  r f  p t u r -  [ 
m ig a n .

S l im  e n jo y s  h u n t in g  a n y  k in d  o f g a m e .

I  h a v e  s e e n  h im  h a p p y  a* a k id  ju s t  

h u n t in g  p ta r m ig a n . B r o w n  a n d  g r i i / l y  

b e a r s  a r e  h is  f a v o r it e  g a m e , h o w e v e r . 

" T h e y  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f f ig h t -b a c k . ”  | 
h e  s a y s .

S o m e t im e s  th e y  h a v e  a  l i t t l e  lo o  m u c h  
" f ig h t - b a c k . ”

O n c e  w h i le  g u id in g  th e  w e l l - k n o w n  
o u ld o o r s m . n . F r e d  H o lla n d e r ,  o n  th e  

K e n a i  P e n i .  t u la .  S l i m  c a m e  upon a  

s m a l l  g r i u l y  d ig g in g  o u t a p a r k a  s q u i r ­

r e l .  A l l  th e y  c o u ld  se e  w o re  th e  b . a r 's  
r o u n d  r u m p  a n d  a s h o w e r  o f d i r t .

" W a n t *  se e  s o m e th in g  f u n n y ? "  S l :m  

a s k e d .

H e  y e l le d  a n d  b e a t h is  le g  w ith  h i*  h u t, 
t h in k in g  th e  b e a r  w o u ld  r u n — a n d  th e  

s o u th  e n d  o f  a  b e a r  r a p id ly  m o v in g  

n o r th  i s  a  lu d ic r o u s  s ig h t .
B u t  th e  b e a r  b o u n ce d  o u t o f th e  h o le .
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Guide Moor* and hit w ife , M argofet, operole Summit lok*  lod ge  
on the Rkhordton H ighw ay  in Interior A lotka for ► untart, 

fishermen, ’ jwtt p la in  travelers" and  o hat! of friends.
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to o k  o n e  lo o k  o l th e  m e n . p e e le d  h t» l ip s  

b a r k  a n d  c h a n te d  I I  lo o k  a fe w  f u m ­
b lin g  m o m e n t*  fo r  S l i m  to  l i f t  h is  r i f le  

f r o m  h i»  p u c k lx i t t r d  a n d  s h o o t . W h e n  (h e  

Itc o r  la y  d e a d  .1 few y a r d *  f r o m  th e m , 

H n llu n d e r  m in e d  to  S l i m  a n d  d e m a n d e d  

a n c r  1 l y .  • W h a t n h e l l  » > .<  t o  f u n n y ? ”  

S l i m  w o n ’ t e M im u t v  th e  n u m b e r  o f 

b ro w n  a n d  p i m l y  h e a r t  th a t  h a v e  
t lm r a e d  In in ,  l i e  n ia in t a u i t  it  is u n u m a l 

lo r  n iH -o r 10 c h a r g e , b u t w h e n  a m a n  

Ii.i> h u n te d  a t  m u c h  a t  n e . th e r e  a re  

Ito u n d  to  b e  e x c e p t io n *  A t  v a r io u s  l im e s  
h e h a t  d e t e r ib c d  to  m e  t i x  e x c e p t io n s  ”  

O n e  o c c u r r e d  w h in  h e  w a s  h u n t in g  

a h n e — a n d  I  h e  s t o r y  th o se *  w h a t k in d  
o f o u td o o r t tn o n  i t  th i*  M - l t - i a i k in g  b ig  

g u id e  I t  h a p p e n e d  in  O c to b e r  S l i m  

h e a d e d  downriver f r o m  Paxton's L o d g e , 

a la n d m a r k  a fe w  miles f r o m  w h e re  h is  

S u m m it  Lake L o d g e  now i s .  h u n t in g  a 
b« a r  f o r  s le d -d o g  fe e d .

lie  found tracks and followed them 
until the bear jumped about two hun­
dred yard* away. A i Shin’s shot the

animal reared, dropped, and spun into 
a canyon.

The bear printed a bloody hole in the 
snow where it fall, but il was on its feet 
and legging it for distant places when 
Slim got there. His si.ot had struck tha 
flesh of 1 foreleg. S Im trotted up the 
trail following the wounded grixzly's 
tracks and blood sign where they crossed 
a five-thousand-foot mountain— despite 
eighteen inches of snow and his lack of 
snowshoes.

Hours later, slogging toward the Tan­
gle Lake rjun lry . he managed to gat 
within five hundred yards of the bear. 
He sat down, aimed carefully, and hit it 
ogain, this time in a heel.

Now he started to gain. The grirzly 
limped into a big draw, and Slim guessed 
that he would cul left and follow a deep 
cut He ran across tha bend and the 
animal - is plodding along directly be­
low him as he reached the rim.

“Where do you think you're goin' 
now?” Slim yelled. The big grizzly

turned and charged, snarling. Slim wait­
ed as the animal clawed Up the aide of 
the draw. When it was about acvenly- 
five feet away he ahot it through the 
shoulder hump, killing it instantly.

It was nearly dark and Slim was four­
teen miles from his starting point— with 
a ftve-thousand-foot peak between him­
self and home. He had no food nor bed­
ding. He skinned the bear quickly, drag­
ged the eight-foot-to aare hide 10 a level 
spot and curled up in it, using the head 
for a pillow and throwing tha unskmncd 
feet over him to hold the cover in place. 
The temperature dropped to zero that 
night, but he was warm 

“It made a nice blanket.** he recalled, 
"though it did small flahy.**

Late the next day, on his way home 
around the mountain, ha shot the heads 
off two spruce hena with his .30-*0€. built 
a fire, cooked the birds and ate them—  
the ftm food he'd had since breakfast 
the previous day. The gruxly meat i..\a 
smelled too Ashy for his taste.
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*•*•: t. * : •  in i '
Two hun ltM  d iv ided  honor* on 
•h it  record sheep token during 
o hunt w ith  Moore.

In November he return .*d with his dog 
team for the bear carcass. A heavy 
snow was falling. He tied his team and 
approached on foot, ritte ready. It never 
pays, in Alaska, to approach meat in­
cautiously, even in winter. If a bear 
finds meat, he hates to leave it.

Slim missed the bear by about a hun­
dred yards. The thick snow was whip­
ping about in a steady glacier wind. He 
circled a bit. working urhill. A sudden 
rift in the storm It. >im glimpse the 
location of the carcass—and he saw an 
animal lying beside it, covered lightly 
with snow. Slim thought it another 
bear. He was downhill from it— a bad 
tactical position. He craned his neck and 
walked back and forth, trying to d 
mine where the animal's head a . . .  
Then a camp robber, a norther, jay. 
flew down and lit on the bear carcass.

A big wolf got up. shook off snow and 
reached for the bird. Slim snapped off 
a shot, knocking the wolf down. At the 
noise of the rifle the hillside exploded 
with wolves, leaping from the snow and

■ n p lu m  hi • i j  u i i i iu w i i .  j iA ' i i  u m r
had been curled in the »no\v around 
the bear.

One great gra.v-manrd wolf ran to- 
ward Slim, ears pinned back, and swung 
as.de to past him. Letting it go for the 
moment, he fired five quick shots and 
rolled three of the others dead. He 
crair.rr.ed more shells into his empty 
rifle, swung around, and made a spec­
tacular shot at the receding form of the 
gray that had iprinted by h:m. He had 
killed five out of the six.

"You know," he told me disgustedly, 
"I could have killed four of 'em with 
one shot as they lay in their beds, if I'd 
been on the ball. Four of 'em were in 
perfect line when I slapped that one 
that got up to chase the jay off. I ' l l 
never have a chance like that again."

Slim came to Alaska from Texas in 
1926, for a short stay that has turned 
into a long one. He has trapped, packed 
with horses, guided or hunted in almost 
every corner of the state except the 
panhandle. Though he has guided many 
famous men. he won't talk about those 
who are living. He feels that their hunts 
are part of their private lives, and he 
has no right to publicize them.

Two he w ill name are Wiley Post, the 
famed flyer who was killed with W ill 
Rogers near Barrow, and Fred Hol­
lander, Ihe wealthy sporlsman-natural- 
ist-photographer. He guided Hollander 
on several hunts.

A wig, powerful man, Slim is known 
for his siamina on the trail and for his 
packing ability. He once ran down and 
killed a healthy wolf, almost with his 
bare hands.

It happened years ago, near Summit 
Lake. A wolf got into one of his traps, 
broke the chain, and got away with 
the trap.

A week later Slim was checking

Slim and the Joh, an.Brennan trophy Ootl y.eep rom el the scene 
of the kill high in the Alaska ftonge in 1930,

I

oh did :jfl-30 rifle. /
he neared Kaxeon's Lake he picked u 
a timber wolf track and followed i 
thinking perhaps it was the one th» 
had escaped. He followed the trail t 
the lake's edge and saw a black animi 
running across the ice about three hun 
dred yards away.

It was too far off to expert to hit 
with the .30-30. but he pitched a fe‘ 
rounds at it anyway. Just as it went int 
the brush, il looked as if it up-ended s 
a shot. Slim ran after it.

He found drops of blood in the snot 
where the wolf had entered the brusl 
so hr was sure it was hit. Somehow h 
mixed a .32 Special shell with the fod 
der for the .30-30. and the rifle jammed 
It was useless.

The wolf rai. into deep, loose snov 
and the tall man. on snowshoes, gains.* 
until he got within feet of the franH 
brute. Every turn the wolf made ah 
lowed Slim to cut across and gain more 
As he charged by a ten-foot-high "g«! 
pole" spruce, he broke it off to use aj 
a club.

Slim Gives Chase
•

The wolf tried to hide under thick 
spruce trees. Slim followed him. punrh- 
ing him out with the pole, driving him 
farther through the deep snow. Finally 
he forced the growling animal into a 
clearing. Slim gave it all he had then, 
his snowshoes flying until he \ as right 
behind the wolf.

’•Hayuuuuuuuuh!" he screamed, to 
fluster it.

The wolf turned with a snarl to face 
Slim, lips curled, mane up. Slim slammed 
the spruce club across its back and ihe 
club broke. He dropped it and climbed 
right on top of the surprised wolf.

"He sure gave me a rough time, trying 
to get out from under," Slim laughed. 
“I think 1 invented a new dance step 
trying to stay balanced on him."

After i few furious moments of tum­
bling and kicking in the four-foot-deep 
snow, the wolf managed to work his 
head up between the snowshoes, mouth 
open, big teeth popping and slamming 
against the hardwood and babiche His 
roars and growls had Slim's hair on 
end. Slim did the only thing he could 
think of. He shoved the gun barrel into 
its mouth and "kept shovin’ and twistin' 
and shovin' and twistin'." The gun sight 
lore the wolf's lungs apart and it soon 
died.

Slim's shot hadn't touched the wolf. 
The toes were gone from one o( us feel 
and the foot was bleeding slightly. 
Otherwise the animal was whole and 
healthy until Slim climbed on lop ol it

“Some tell that story and claim I hud 
hold of both ends of my .30-30 when I 
was through with that wolf," he 
chuckled.

During his years of guiding. Slim has 
led hunters to "around a doaan" cari­
bou, sheep, bears and mountain goau 
that have been listed in various Boone



daesn't know the exact number "JtV
"just in recent ycat I  that we've been 
paying much attention to retordr.” S:im 
say*. "and it's a great thm*. too Hunt­
er* arc now after the best trophies, 
which is as it >huuid be "

One of the finest records frr whirl 
Slirn is responsible, a Dal! ran which 
now stands sixth from the top. i» -iqut 
in being tne only trophy in the oOOa 
c i edited to two men 

S!:m led the- two. Phil Johnson and 
'Honest Jonn" Bionr.an— both from 
Fairbanks and both now dead— to the 
top of a little ridge in the rugged roc'c- 
ribbcd. snow-capped Johnson Rive 
country and pointed out three snow* 
white rams about two hundred yards 
across a canyon. Two of the rams were 
feeding The third was lookout.

"When I put t>la .*e< on that third one 
I couldn't pull ’em off." Slim said. "My 
eyes ran out like the eyes of a snail. I'd 
never »cen anything so nearly perfect 
as that h»ad!"

Slim told the hunters to he sure to 
k ill the big one. They crouched behind 
r*.k< and matched coins to see who got 
the fir»t shot Phil Johnson won He 
took careful aim and overshot. His bul­
let exploded on a rock behind the huge 
ram, causing it to leap toward the 
hunters.

Brennan then undershot, which turned 
the rain back Then Johnson overshot 
again, and the confused ram whirled 
once more.

Whose Trophy?

One of Slim 's hunters who >Hoi this block beor 
in 1937 posed Moore w ith his trophy.

Five or six shots were fired before 
anything was hit— and th m it was a 
small ram that collected a dug Then 
one of the men connected with the big 
ram It dropped dead But who had 
lut i f

No one was sore The men, good 
friends, decided to claim il jointly, and 
that's the way it appears in the Boone 
and Crockett records The beautifully 
mounted Itead of this magnificent sheep 
is >n display in a Fairbanks hank

Slim has an interesting the »ry to ac­
count (or broomed or hmken-tipped 
ltoin< found commonly on cheep It 
mac sound hill-billy," he .-aid. "but 1 
have an idea Hun horn gets in the way 
• if its vision You'll notice t.iat a wide, 
((weeping horn is -cldont broomed. 
Those with a tight curl that comes right 
next lo the eye« aic the ono» that most 
often aic hrounu d "

This man M<«oic bar an appreciation 
of nuiuie and the out-of-doors that goes 
fa. beyond enjoyment of hunting and 
fishing You sense it in his stones, and 
m hi> half-spoken thoughts. Thu is 
probably the reason he is the guide's 
guide in Interior Alaska When he de­
pended upon p*rk horses for a being, 
often when business was slow bed lake 
a few nags pick a spot on the map and 
go there alone just to see what it 
looked like

One of his favorite areas was the 
McClaren River country, a couple of 
days' travel from Summit Lake. There, 
high in the wild Alaska Range, he en­
joyed sitting on the lush hillsides watch­
ing mouse, caribou and grizzly bears 
move about the rich basin and across 
the mountains as far as he could see.

"I fell wealthy amidst all that game, 
all by myself,'' he says today. "Times 
like th:«t. I wouldn't have traded places 
with anyone alive.”

The Denali Highway to McKinley 
Park now winds through the McClaren 
country, and anyone can drive there. 
Slim was instrumental in having a huge 
block on the north side of this new road 
closed to all hunting, for it is so open 
tnat the abundant game would have lit­
tle chance against hunters.

It was a sad day for Slim when, in 
1938. he had to abandon his packing 
and trapping and move to town. Low 
fur prices and few packing jobs— hence 
little money— forced the move. He went 
to Fail hanks and got a job as an elec- 
trician-lineman. a profession he had 
followed before coming to Alaska. He 
continued to guide anc work as a line­
man until 1952. when he took over 
Summit Lakr Lodge.

How does a guide consistently lead 
hunters to outstanding trophies* It ob­
viously isn't luck. Slim's explanation is 
surprisingly simple. "When 1 want a hig 
trophy for a hunter,'* he said thought­

fully, "I try to figure out where climate 
and food conditions are best for that 
animal to grow big. Mild weather, long 
growing seasons and plenty to eat are 
all important, in my opinion.

"And when you want to know where 
the game is in an area, there's one basic 
thing you can usually depend upon. It 
reminds me of the two Africans trailing 
a jeep, thinking they were after two big 
snakes. After about forty miles they 
held a council of war and decided they 

— please turn to pope 39 
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A lthough fur prices ore 
"not too good" Slim still 

keeps his trop line in 
opero iien  end his holes 

for beever sets open .
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Jnt Umin Dutrnc our flight \o :hfr
RJakc wc raw thousand* ot car.buu. but 
very few «:••<»Mr anti n<> that would 
Co ever a forty-five «r fifty. ;:.cr. ip  jr..

We hiked hbout five n .ih j bt-foie Ken 
spoiled three or f*-ut cows :r. a srr.bll 
wooded uu-a. With the cow* in >.ght v.-fc 
thought .-urcly a nub ri us'. U  in :he 
general vicnity. a» they ve.T owp :r. 
the rut at this time With but fix  hours 
of light left on tne last day of tne rr.cose 
season, we decided to hunt thi* area.

The v iws. having seen us. jogged on 
some hundred yards or so and »topped 
on the edge of a small thic-KCt. where 
they stood watching ui. Shortly, not 
fifty yards from the cows, we saw a 
bull, but by no means a trophy animal. 
Hu rack would have gone only forty or 
forty-five inches.

Good 'how

We -at buck, however, to view the 
p« rformance which wa- about to begin. 
The bull >nortcd, bellowed, pawed the 
ground, ihu ig 'd , the young cows and 
did everyth.ng «Ire pos-ible to prove his 
bullixhncsv He would nudge the cows 
with bis ruck ju-t cnougn to pro*J them 
along u bit. but not making any real 
attempi to injure th* in The- rowi paid 
very little attention to ihi» timely dis­
play of bullish emotion, so the- young 
hull retreat* d d*-j* ete-dly into the hushes.

We sat ther*' a few moment* und sur ­
veyed tlx meg. trying to decide which 
direction to l ake Suddenly Ken nudged 
me. sav ing nothing but pointing to the 
far end of the thieket There, standing 
partially concealed in the urush, wa* a 
in*aate* with a tack bigger t tun any 1 
had ever seen Ken whi-p* ed that it 
mu*' be at l*ai*t a neventy-inch span—  
and my onl> eontcrn was to raise my 
'.**•*ipe-..igl.ted itUti Weatherbv. clip off 
the Mil* tv. aial plan tin crii-it-hbtrs on 
the aniinal * ih*-*t bom-.

I think all th* ill luck of tin I.e-1 few 
tla>» lladn tl bef**ri me hut this was no 
time for it-*apittilaiionc I took a long, 
deep breath, held it. and rquvi/.* d. N'**w, 
I * an t even re-tm nibci h* uring the rifle 
go off All I reimmber a wving the 
animal fall as if his leg* had melted 
beneath him

We ran up to take a l**ok at our priic 
— und it mme than c<<mp< runted fm all 
the previous rruidialums With the steel 
tape which the guide always rar'ies. we 
found the rack measured seventy-two 
und one-half inehec. and it was very 
symmetrical The ntuo«c must have 
weighed betw*t-n sixteen and seventeen 
hundred pounds

Last Chance

I looked at my watch It was now four 
p nt Oar moose had met his fate in the 
lad hour of the moose season

I think it only (air to give credit 
where credit is due .My rifle is a 
souped-up wildcat of a standard 300

eixy f Ssutfc Cafe. Ca!.f*,rh:u It drove
a Ikn-gra.r, Nosier ru.-ei. wh.cr. r.a> the
best-contridleoi vxpir.M.r. ci any bullet 
1 r.ev- vet _»e i 

The ::r.p«L-: ir.ri etfe.tivcr.vcf c i such 
a gu r .- :ir .H - tfa r ::.i .e i.:: .« t :in  is best 
shown by the c . s .  *: the a*.ad ani­
mal The onast o. r.e -a a* »f.*Ucied the 
heart u.-.d great w.-i*-!* a v.'v torn loose, 
and the ct ter attachment ef both 
lu n ji v.i- shot a w a y  Tn* -e -were driven 
through the diaphragm and into the ao- 
doir.en. ruptur.ng the stomach and in­
testine*. We recovered the bullet intact 
and expanded perfectly in the animal s 
left hip.

Being a gun crank and something of 
an amateur ballistician, 1 was particu­
larly interested in ihe performance of 
this gun and cartridge and the effect on 
the animal. I have killed many large 
animals, but never with such devas­
tating force. Mr. Weatherby makes one 
fine- cannon.

We finished the hunt on caribou, 
which afforded no problem whatever. 
Two of my three caribou were killed 
wnh .hi* same rifle, one at 650 yards 
and one at 725

Back in Anchorage, the moose was 
measured by Ben Klmeberger of Jonas 
Brothers. who is the Boone and Crock­
ett Club representative. Its preliminary 
measurements showed a symmetrical 
rack of 72*i inches, and the animal 
pointed out at a total of 232 points plus, 
according to the Boone and Crockett 
method of recording.

That put my moose among the twelve 
largest ever taken in Alaska— and one 
of my carihou booked in the top thirty 
barren ground caribou.

Next time 1 get everything correlated 
so I can go hunting, if everything clicks 
at the outset CII probably be apprehen­
sive. All in all. 1 never experienced a 
mure frustrating beginning nor a more 
wonderful ending than I did with my 
one-day moos* hunt. a

S l im  M o o r e
(CoN lin iied f r o m  p a g v  1 9 )

were w-»nng :hcir time. They hadn't 
found i ty dung. »o they didn't know 
w hai tne snakes fed on. so they didn't 
know how to hunt them.

"I'm like those Africans. I want to 
know what animals are eating. When 1 
know that. I know where to hunt them."

Il is for this reason that Slim exam­
ines the stomach contents of almost ev­
ery animal he kills.

Twenty or thirty years ago. most 
hunters who came lo Alaska were re­
tired businessmen, and pack trips after 
game lasted a month or even two. To­
day. hunters expect lo get the same 
trophies in ten days or two weeks They 
hunt from airplanes, crawler vehirlrs. 
even cars

Despite this, and despite the great 
change in economics over the years, a 
guide's pay in Alaika has remained
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SIT* "HOPE, MASTER GUIDE

In 1964 the State of Alaska ungraded U s  ranks of b ig  game guides. The 

system had been gett ing a ooor reputation through unethical oractices of guides who 

were e x p lo it in g  the Great Land, and Slim Moore was one of the ten who received the 

Master Guide designation that f i r s t  y e r .  Others were Carl Lane, Marc Jensen, Jay 

Hammond, Hal Waugh, A lf  Madsen, Bud'andcDennis Branham, Oon DeHart, and Bob Busby.

A Master Guide had to meet a l l  the requirements o f a Registered Guide, 

in  add it io n  to having le g a l ly  hunted in  Alaska fo r  a part of each of 10 years during 

which h is  p r in c ip a l  source of income was from gu id ing or re lated a c t iv i t ie s .  He
i *•

must have he ld a Registered Guide license and have been ac t ive ly  engaged in gu id ing  

fo r at least 5 years. He must not have been convicted o f v io la t in g  federa l or state 

f i s h in g ,  game or gu id ing  laws w ith in  the preceding S years, and he must have consis­

ten t ly  performed in  a superior manner as evidenced by reports submitted to the depart­

ment, and by inqu ir ie s  made by the Alaska Guide Licensing and Control Board to at 

least two of the guide 's c l ien ts  of record, in  add it ion to other q u a l i f ic a t io n s  

which the board may requ ire .

During the March ‘^77 meetUq of the GUIDE LICENSING AHO CONTROL BOARD, 

the fo l lo w in g  motion was passed unanimously; "RESOLVED, that master guide "‘Slim'' . 

Moore, a f te r  45 years in the gu id ing  industry was r e t i r in g ,  and would be an honorary 

master guide fo r  l i f e . "  According to Board Member Chuck Keim, the ent<**e audience 

stood up ano applauded. To implement th is  reso lu t ion  w i l l  take l e g i s l at ive  ac t ion .

M. W. (S lim ) Moore, Grand Old Man of Alaska Guides, was awarded the f i r s t  

Simon-Waugh Award for excellence in  1974. This award is given by the Alaska Profes­

s iona l Hunters Association each year to guides who have dedicated th e ir  l iv e s  to 

g u id in g ,  have always believed in  f a i r  chase, and have contributed to the profess ion 's  

exce llence . In S lim 's  years of g u id in g , no complaint has ever been recorded, and he 

is the on ly l i v in g  guide who has re t ire d  from a l i fe t im e  occupation as a guide.



" s T F ^ i i e .  "aster « u lM  W - I  . . | iW "W J 'W « i*H »  I

Slim arr ived in  Alaska in 1926 from Texas and in  1931 booked h is f i r s t  

hunt--three of the trophies la te r  made the second ed it io n  in  1937 o f the Boone and 

Crocket record book. He has trapped, packed with lo rses , used dog teams* and guided 

or hunted in  almost every corner of the state exce t the panhandle. He guided the 

hunt which the record book shows two hunters' names (1950 Johnson and Brennan) fo r  a v 

sheep that neither knew who »not i t ,  so both agreed to cla im the d is t in c t io n .  When -I 

f u r '  prices were low in 1938 and there was no demand fo r  packers, Slim moved back to 

Fairbanks to his trade as an e le c t r ic ia n  lineman. In 1952 he and h is  w ife ,  Margaret, 

took over Summit Lake Lodge on the Richardson Highway and operated i t  fo r  ten years 

before moving to Anchorage in  1963.

Slim is a member of Pioneers Ig loo #15, the Alaska Professional Hunters 

Assoc iat ion , and a re t ire d  member o f the IB£W union. When the Denali Highway was 

competed from Paxson to Cantwell, Slim as instrumental in ge tt ing  the north s ide of 

the road closed to a l l  hun t in g ; and ne s t i l l  fo llows the hearings and t e s t i f ie s  from

h is  long experiences regard ing the regu la t ion  of game in  the State.

Slim re t ire d  in  1977, which lead to the reso lu t ion  passed at the March T7] 

Guide Licensing and Control Board. Demonstrating h is  character, Slim f e l t  he shou.d 

re lease h is  gu id ing  te r r i t o r y  so that i t  could be reassigned.

4,4

(copies of several a r t ic e s  which have appeared throughout the years are

attached. I can send a Po laro id  p ic ture  of Slim wearing the Simon-Waugh award, which|

is a carved powder horn, carved in  Fairbanks in  A p r i l  1974)

Submitted by

Helen A. Butcher 
P. 0 . Box 4-1203 
Anchorage, Alaska 99509

279-6448 or 277-6202
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