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Mr. Spe a ke r :

The Commi t t ee  on

FURTHER:

_________

Date

has had
An Act. reia:m>' l o » ox and buffalo,

l L u  ;_____

under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  c ommi t t e e )  ( t h e  c ommi t t ee )  
r e p o r t s  i t  back wi t h  t he  f o l l o wi n g  r ecommenda t i ons :

[ ] do pass  ( ] do not  pass

[ ) do pass  wi t h  a t t a c h e d  amendment s ( s )

( y ' )  r e p l a c e  wi t h  CS f o r  ______________________________

and recommends

] s a m e  t i t l e  
[ *"1 n e w  t i t l e

( ] AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  of  I n t e n t "  ( ) New F i s c a l  Note

( ] r e p o r t s  i t  back wi t h o u t  r ecommendat i on

( J r e f e r r e d  to t he    Commi t t ee
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DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
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FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.__________ DB 599_________________________________________________________
Title_ A n  Act relating to musk ox and buffalo_________________________
Requested by._________________________________________________________________Date 1/?R/ftn

THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D epartm en t o f  F i s h  and Game_______________________________________________
Program Cursory Affected N a tu ra l R e so u rc e s  Management______________________________________
BRIJ, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected D iv is io n  o f  Game and B o ard s o f  F is h  nnri r^me 
(Note: If more than one budget component i* affected, separate Ihe-item amounts and funding for each 

componcj.t in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

r Y  80 f  v  81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
" '

200 T R A V E L
.<00 C O N T R A C T U A L
400 COMMODITIES
500 EOU1PMENT
opo L A N D  Ik STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

I'OTAL - 0 - -0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

rUNDINt> I thousands of Dollars)

GEN ERAL FUND
FFD ERAI FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Fund Source)
F is h  and Came Fund (2 9 .0 ) (2 9 .0 ) (2 9 .0 ) (2 9 .0 )

POM I IONS

I U Ll TIME - 0 - -0 - - 0 -  1 -n - - 0 -
PART 11 Ml
II MPORARY

III ANAI YSIS (See fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section lit)

" h i s  A ct w ould e l im in a t e  th e  s a le  o f  musk oxen U q a .  Based on c u r r e n t  
ta<j s a le  in fo r m a t io n , t h i s  would red u ce  reven u e to  th e  F is h  and C.amo 
Fund by $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 .

D e t a i l  No. Tag s P r i c e Each $T o t a l

r e s id e n t  18 $500 9 ,0 0 0
n o n re s id e n t  20 $ 1 ,0 0 0  2 0 ,0 0 0

~ W ,  ooo

IV. I)ATI 1 -29-B 0________________ PREPARE
AG INCV

Original legislative Fin a nee PHONE _
CC Budget and Management

Prime Sponvor (first Legislator Named)

I) BY

4fc£-4120-

JJ (K)I (Rev 12/79)



I'd tNmJ ' a M j
P m  ♦yu*

fal) f W i f l n  H f l . J t a ^ l

(P  ■ \ U A  i l ^  t A i b p

frvfo b p r & i f o  ( f a J m + L  $  ' U d b u J  

i/tth [ioJ ( M  p i  O )  , % v J  ^  L 

k i  ^  '] [ f a / s f i M u ^  ^ o K , e < ^ > a c £  "  -  Ja jtu J uJcix&a)

M r *  ^ f  '-<■ *  l l A t l  •* i  6)
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JAY S. HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

D F I * \ H T > l F V r  OF  F I S H  \ M >  G \ > I F  /
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER , SU B PO R T  B U ILD IN G  

JU N E A U , A L A S K A  9980 1

M a r c h  2 7, 1 9 8 0

M r .  B i l l y  W. L o w e  

D e l t a  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  

M i l e  1 3 8 0

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 3 7  

D e a r  Mr. L o w e :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  c o p y  of y o u r  n o t e  to t h e  G o v e r n o r ’s O f f i c e  r e g a r d i n g  

H B  599. W e  in  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  e. p e c i a l l y  t h e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  a n d  the 

B o a r d  of  C a m e ,  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of  o u r  p a s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  

f o r  t h e  D e l t a  b i s o n  h e r d .  T h e  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  y o u r  l o c a l  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  v o i c e d  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by the 

L e g i s l a t u r e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  I h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  l i b e r t y  of f o r w a r d i n g  y o u r  

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  of  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t he S e n a t e .  A d d i t i o n­

a l l y ,  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a d r a f t  l e t t e r  of  i n t e n t  s c h e d u l e d  f or i n t r o d u c t i o n  

o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  w h e n  H B  5 6 8  is c o n s i d e r e d .

A g a i n ,  let m e  r e p e a t  m y  p e r s o n a l  t h a n k s  to  t h e  p e o p l e  of  t h e  D e l t a  a r e a  

f o r  t h e i r  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  for m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t ne w i l d ,  

f r e e - r o a m i n g  b u f f a l o .

nrprplv .

r

R o n a l d  0. S k o o g  

C o m m i s s i o n e r

E n c l o s u r e

I l - K H I H
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTE'

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 599 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the authority of the Board of Game

and the Department of Fish and Game over domestic

a n i m a l s ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.940 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(28) "domestic *toTdtr* and mammals" includes musk oxen, bison 

and reindeer, if they are lawfully prxsiresiBii-by a person and they are 

used for domestic purposes, including but not limiteu to, agricultural 

work, food, or production of clothing materials.

O r ig in a l s p o n s o r : S p e c ia l A g r i c u l t u r e  C om m itte e

i

-l- CSHh 599
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- Contact Me [71 Return For Approval

letwre Reply Necessary Action
• J For Your File ] Your Information

Remarks:

STA TE OF A LA SKA

Inter Department Route Slip

f r o m :

m a i l  s t a t i o n  , . j ^ c r  j _j 1 1  (

DtPARTM NT \ I ! , i \ -I ( / t | X (

by IvV-< t l A  .



\
 

^
'

*
 

^
 

X
?

 >
 

$
 *

. 
%
 

V
 >

v
 

£
 

N
 
\

V
 

. 
\

 
N

4

K
 

\
 ^

X'
(V

 
„ 

c *
X

s
. 

'1

^
 

^
 

X
 \

 
^

 
L

 
i 

-'
: 

^ 
y

 
- 

-n
 

> 
x

 
**

*'
 

>'
S 

£
 

,
H

 
5 

%
 

„
 

' 
N

H
\

i
^

 
!
 

V
\

!
 

V
s>

\

K
 

'- 
\

 
U

 
lo

^
 \

 
H

 
s

 
(

l
 

v
 

r
 ̂

X
 k

X
 H

 fc
f

^ 
\ 

' 
s 

s
• 

V 
*■

X
2V

 i 
n 

ft 
* 

^ 
r 

s

*>
• 

v 
S

 x
 i

H
-

 
X

\
!

 
I 

\ 
^

%
S 

>. V
 X

a
%

D

t 
k

» 
i

r
jy

*
V*

 A
V

 
£

X
 

J

I
£ rs 2

\

CT o c o 20 CO o

r-
'

».'■ Pi
2~
*

=o
<

^
>

f
 

>
; \i

CO ID :z
j

JO '7i

£•
'

r
;

[n
rD

 ^

(F
=

5
)£

r
T £ P Z
K



1 1

cT P

[ ?
r

rv 7  o

t n l
.MKS HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

i > t : i » \ i « T > i t : v r o F  f i s h  \ \ i >  g a h f
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER j  SU BPO RT  B U ILD IN G  

I  JU N E A U . A L A S K A  9980 1

M a r c h  27, 1 9 8 0

Mr. B i l l y  W. L o w e  

D e l t a  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e r  

M i l e  1 3 8 0

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 3 7  

D e a  r M r . L o w e :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  c o p y  of y o u r  n o t e  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  r e g a r d i n g  

H B  599. W e  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  a n d  t he 

B o a r d  of  G a m e ,  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  of o u r  p a s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  

f o r  t h e  D e l t a  b i s o n  h e rd. T h e  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  y o u r  local F i s h  a n d  G a m e  

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  v o i c e d  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t he 

L e g i s l a t u r e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  I h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  l i b e r t y  of f o r w a r d i n g  y o u r  

l e t t e r  to  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  of t he H o u s e  a n d  the S e n a t e .  A d d i t i o n­

a l l y ,  1 h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a d r a f t  lettoi of Inte n t  s c h e d u l e d  for i n t r o d u c t i o n  

o n  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  H o u s e  w h e n  11B 5 h8 is c o n s i d e r e d .

A g a i n ,  let m e  r e p e a t  m y  p e r s o n a l  t h a n k s  to t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  D e l t a  a r e a  

f o r  t h e i r  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  for m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t he w i l d ,  

f r e e - r o a m i n g  b u f f a l o .

S i n c e r e l y ,

f a x i ' / /

/
/ R o n a l d  0. S k o o g  

C o m m i s s i o n e r

K n c I n s u r e

I k i i l m



TESTIMONY TO HO^RE^RCES CCffllTTEE

Gregory F. Cook, Executive Director 
Boards of Fisheries and Game 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
February A, 1 ®

The Alaska Board of Game encourages private individuals to raise either

MUSKOXEN, REINDEER, OR BISON FOR PRIVATE USES, SUCH AS LIVESTOCK. To 

FACILITATE THIS, THE BOARD HAS PASSED REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT AS 16.40.010 

(THE "SURPLUS ANIMALS" LAW), SIMILARLY, THE DEPARTMENT HAS ESTABLISHED 

PROCEDURES FOR IMPORTING ANIMALS INTO ALASKA SUCH AS BISON OR REINDEER.

These exist- t procedures are today being used successfully. For example,

THESE PEOPLE NOW HAVE PERMITS:

a) fa . Burton, Kodiak - 100 bison

b) fa . Woelkers, Seward - 5 bison

c) Public School, Soldotna - 3 bison

THERE IS NO LEGAL IMPEDING! TO PRIVATE PERSONS OBTAINING AND IMPORTING 

ANIMALS.

The Board and the Department share a cuton concern: conservation of 

w ild life  resources. Our ctkern derives from the same source: the 

Alaska Constitution. Because of our state constitution, the Board and 
the Department are duty-bound to see that existing w ild life  resources—

THE ANIMALS THEMSELVES AM) THE HABITAT THEY D6PEM) UPON FOR SURVIVAL— 

CONTINUE in perpetuity.

In 1979, the Board of Game held a series of three public tarings to

DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT DISPOSITION OF WILD, AlASKAN BISUN INTO PRIVATE



HANDS WOULD BE ADVISABLE. THE OVERWHELMING PUBl IC RESPONSE (OVER 200

PEOPLE testified) was NOt KEEP THE DELTA BISON AS A WILD, FREE-ROAMING 

HERD± Any "surplus" should be kept for the entire public, not private 

parties.

The Board of Game has honored this expression of public will. Based on 

the large number of applicants for hunting licenses, and the large

NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO ENJOY USES OF THE BISON THAT DO NOT INVOLVE TAKING 

(SUCH AS VIEWING, PHOTOGRAPHY, ETC.), THE BOARD DID NOT DECLARE ANY 

BISON "SURPLUS" AND DID NOT TRANSFER ANY BISON INTO PRIVATE OWNERSHIP.

Instead, the Board is encouraging private parties to purchase bison on

THE OPEN MARKET IF THEY WANT DOMESTIC ANIMALS. As THE PUBLIC STATED, 

WILD HERDS SHOULD BE KEPT WILD FOR THE USE OF ALL ALASKANS.

In SIM-WRY, I WIdH TO STRESS TWO THINGS:

1. The Board does not oppose raising bison, reindeer, or muskoxen

PRIVATELY;

2. The Board strongly encourages the Legislature to support t h e

WILD HERDS OF BISON, MJSKOXEN, AND CARIBOU FOR THEIR UNIQUE 

VALUES TO THE ENTIRE PUBLIC. ALASKA'S WILD HERDS OF BISON AM) 

MJSKOXEN ARE SMALL AM) THEY NEED YOUR PROTECTION.



Telephone discusesion with Mr. Wendell Jackson, South Dakota 

Department of Fish, Game, and Parks, Division of Custer State 

Park, January 31, 1980.

The Custer State Park encompasses 73,000 acres. Because of its 

size it warrants a separate division within the Department of 

Fish, Game, and Parks. In the park are free ranging, managed 

herds of elk, sheep, and bison. The bison are the primary' source 

of incane and this incane is used to fund the Custer State Park 

Division (it pays almost all adninistrative costs).

There are approximately 1400 head of bison in the park. They' 

graze over an area of 25,000 acres and are rounded up once each 

year to vaccinate for brucellosis. Hunting permits are issued 

for the mature bulls (over 3 '/ears old, the bulk are 4-10 years) 

for $1250.00. These permits are open to anyone, resident or not, 

and the average is 10 to 15 peimits per year. The herd is decreased 

to 950 head annually, through hunting and auctioning. Of the 400 

heaa which are auctioned, 2 0 0 are calves, the reminder being 

yearlings or tvo year olds. The average auction price is $603.00.

The principal source of incurr- for the pork is firm this auction.

500 of the remaining 950 head are nuture cows. There ore con­

cessions and a motel in the park and a few bison are slaughtered 

annual/ to provide meat for these services. The bison are classified 

as "domestic" (as they are in all states Mr. Jackson was familiar 

with) but they are "treated aart as donestic stock with health 

requirements".

The elk are hunted only by permit. There are 170 permits issued



per year and 70% of the hunters issued permits get their game. 

Elk were slaughtered by the state in the past but issuing 

hunting permits seems to be a better method.

By Kelly Fike, Aide
Special Agriculture Camuttee
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