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WHAT IS THE FISHERMEN'S FUND’

The Fishermen’s Fund was established in 1951 to 
provide for the treatment and care of Alaska licensed 
commercial fishermen who ate injured or become ill 
while engaged in commercial fishing activities on shore 
In Alaska or in the territorial waters of the Stale. The 
territonal waters were defined on January 23, 1976 by 
the Attorney General’s Office

5 AAC 36.010, Description of Aica. Tire 
International water area includes all waters outside 
Alaska’s three mile limit, I.e.. beyond those 
described in ' AAC 39.075(13) means the waters 
north and west of the International Boundary at 
Dixon Entrance including those extending three 
miles seaward.

Tire Fund is supported by sixty percent of the money 
collected Irom each crcwmcmber fishing license issued, 
an ê ual amount ol the money derived by the Stale 
Irom each commercial fisherman who is issued a permit. 
Ii is administered undci the supervision of the 
Commissioner ol labor and with the assistance of the 
Fishermen * Fund Advisory and Appeals Council. The 
Council is composed of the Commissioner of l-abot or 
Ins designee who acts as chairman, and live members 
appointed h> the Governor to repiesent the following 
districts

Disiml I Wrangell and areas south.

District Z Areas north ot Wrangell to include Yakutal

District t \ieas west ol Yakutut to Fast Coast ol 
Alaska Peninsula, Including Prince William Sound, 
Cook Inlet, and Kodiak.

District 4 Aieas west of Alasia Peninsula to Cape 
Newenbam, including Bristol Bay.

District S Areas north ot Cape Newcnham. including 
Kuskokwim. Yukon. Kotf"buc, and the Arctic.



W H O  IS ELIGIBLE FOR FISHERMEN’S FUND 
BENEFITS?

Fishermen's Fund benefits ate available to commercially 
licensed fishermen who sustain an injury or disability 
as the result of an accident directly connected with their 
work on the fishing grounds, tying up the boat, storing 
gear, or repairing the boat or gear. Shopping trips to 
town, transportation to the boat, and falls that occur 
when the fisherman Is reluming to the boat for the 
night’s rest arc not usually covered.

Benefits arc also available to fishermen who suffer a 
disease which is considered to he occupational with 
respect to the commercial fishing profession.

These diseases include hernias, heart attacks, varicose 
veins of the legs, bronchitis, pleurisy, pneumonia 
rheumatism, arthritis, and musculoskeletal ailments such 
as bursitis, traumatic sciatica and tenosynovitis.

Excluded from Ihe occupational category arc the 
common cold, tnfluen/a, strep throat, tonsilitis, 
emotional disorders, peptic ulcers, epilepsy, diseases not 
common to both sexes, venereal diseases and any 
condition arising from an attempt by a person lo injure 
himself or another. The exceptions would he bug bites 
which become infected due to the fish slime and car 
infections which an* caused by diving to repair boats 
or gem Benefits are not paid for colds that develop 
into car infections through normal exposure,

WH A T  IS THF PROCEDURE FOR FILING A CLAIM?

When a commercial fisherman sustains an injury or 
suffers an illness which lie believes will entitle him to 
Fishermen's Fund tienefils, he should tell the doctor 
who treats him so claim forms may he completed. If 
the fisherman reports firs to an emergency or 
out patient section of a hospital, lie should advise 
hospital personnel that he may be entitled to benefits 
from Fishermen's Fund.

There are two Fishermen's Fund claim forms. One is 
the “Certificate of Fligtbility" which the injured or ill 
fisherman complete* and signs. The other Is the 
"Physician's Report of Injury/Illness” which the doctor



completes with the assistance of the fisherman. These 
forms arc printed on opposite sides of the same sheet 
of paper for convenience. See examples 1 and 2.

Most doctors and hospitals in Alaska have Fishermen's 
Fund forms which must h e  c o m p l e t e d  to  establish a 
claim If a fisherman is unable to obtain the proper 
forms in Ms area, he may write the Administrator of 
the Fishermen's Fund. IV 0. Box 1149, Juneau, Alaska 
99811.

At times it is necessary for the Administrator of the 
Fund to wntc a claimant to clarify a point concerning 
his claim. Usually such Idlers are necessary because 
the claim forms have not been completed with sufficient 
detail to establish the claimant's eligibility for benefits. 
It is esse,dial for a claimant lo respond as completely 
and pi nnpily as possible lo avoid delays in processing 
his claim.

All blllinrs for expenses relalcd to a claim should be 
sent to t ic Administrator of the Fishermen's Fund. If 
the clai n is approved, benefits will be paid to the 
person, business, or institution which submitted the 
bills. If .i fisherman pays tor any expenses related to 
his injury o, illness, lie should obtain proper receipts 
and submil them to the Fund's Administrator for 
reimbursement. If expenses are advanced to the 
clamant and > harged against his fishing settlement, a 
copy ol 'he se dement could he accepted in lieu of am 
either receipt. Typical out-of-pocket expenses aie 
Haitsportation, prescriptions, and on occasion, hotel and 
meal costs.

In the event a claim is denied, all parlies arc notified 
with a written notice stating die reason lor the denial 
The denied claim is then scheduled foi review al die 
next meeting of the Advisory and Appeals Council. The 
claimant is notified ol the tune and place of the 
Council's meeting in sufficient time to submit additional 
information suppmtlng bis claim. He may also niakr 
arrangements for a |>ctxotial appearance before the 
Council.

Any inquiries concerning the Fishermen's Fund may be 
directed to the Commissioner of l-abor, P. O  Box 1149, 
Juneau. Alaska 9»lg||.



W H A T  C O V E R A G E  I)OFS THE F I SHERMEN’S F U N D  
PROVIDE?

Eligible fishermen are entitled to e m e r g e n c y  rcalmcnt. 
transportation to the nearest place where approved 
medical facilities are available, medical, surgical and 
nursing care and hospitalization. They are entitled to 
reasonable transportation charges inc -rrcd to approved 
hospitalization and/or treatment including the cost of 
returning fishermen to their boat, home or another place 
that reasonably meets their convenience. A fisherman 
may also be entitled to assistance after discharge from 
the hospital during fishing season.

If dentures or eyeglasses are lost, they may not be 
replaced. However, if they art broken and physical 
injury is sustained necessitating medical attention, they 
may be replaced or repaired upon approval of the 
Fishermen’s Fund Advisory and Appeals Council. If no 
physical injury is sustained and dentures or eye glasses 
are broken, replacement is not allowed.

Persons receiving benefits from the Fishermen’s Fund 
shall be provided with the type and quality of treatment 
which will restore them to health and productivity, if 
possible. In this connection, the Department may enter 
into cooperative arrangements with State anu Federal 
agencies, private clinics, and rehabilitation centers for 
the care ami treatment if fishermen.

W H A T  ARE THE LIMITS ON FISHERMEN’S FUND 
BENEFITS?

I No Ik ncfUs shall be paid (or the care of any one
petson which involves a single injury or disability 
beyond a annul of one year from the dale of the 
initial allowance

2. Benefits shall not hi aid lor medical cute or
hospitalization rendered prior to the ascertainahle
time ot an injury. or prior to authorization ui the 
case ol disability by an occupational disease.

3. Die toial allowance for any one injury or
disablement shall not ’xcecd S2.MX1

Exceptions to the above stipulations may lie granted by 
the Commissioner of labor with the unanimous
approval of the Fishermen's Fund Advisory and Appeals 
Council

- A -



CHAPTER 35. OCCUPATIONAL DISEASE 
DISABILITY

Article

I. Commercial Fishermen (§ 5 23.35.010-23.35.150) 

Article I. Commercial Fishermen.

Section

10. Creation of Fishermen's Fund Advisory and 
Appeals Council 

20. Appointment and composition of council 
30. Commissioner or designee as chairman 
40. Duties of commissioner and council 
50, Adoption of oruers, regulations 
60. Creation and administration of Fishermen's 

Fund 
70. Benefits
80 Emergency treatment for cardiovascular 

diseases
90. Assistance after discharge 
100 Transportation, hospital, nursing, medical and 

surgical expenses 
110. Contracts for care 
120. Cooperation with other agencies 
130. Duration of care 
140. Limitations on benefits 
150. Definitions

Sec 23.35.010. Creation of Fishermen s Advisory 
and Appeals Council There is within the Department 
ot labor a Fishermen’s Fund Advisory and Appeals 
Council. (9 13 eh 64 S U  I W ;  am 9 I ch ‘>3 SLA 
I960)

Am. Jur. references. 29 Am. Jur., Insurance, 9 
1069, 35 Am. Jur., Master and Servant, 9 9 106, 
107.
Sec. 23.35.020 Appointment and composition of 

council. Tlie council is composed ol the commissioner 
of labor or a pcraon designated by him and five members 
appointed by the governor for overlapping five year 
term*. Tire governor sh»" appoint one member from 
each of Ihc following districts:

District I Wrangeh and reas south;
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District 3: Areas west of Yakutat to Hast Coast of
Alaska Peninsula, including Prince William Sound, 
Cook Inlet, and Kodiak:

District 4: Areas west of Alaska Peninsula to Cape
Ncwenham, including Bristol Bay:

District 5: Areas north of Cape Newenham, including 
Kuskokwim, Yukon, Kotzebue, and the Arctic. ( S 
13 ch 64 SLA 1959; am § I ch 93 SLA 1960; 
am § I ch 175 SLA 1976)

Effect of amendment. The 1976 amendment, effective 
June 17, 1976, substituted “live members” for "four 
members" and “five year terms” for “four year terms" 
in the first sentence of the introductory paragraph, 
substituted "Areas north of Wrangell" fo< “Pctcrsbo.p 
and areas north" in the District 2 paragraph, inserted 
“to Cape Newenham" in the District 4 paragraph, and 
added the District 5 paragraph

Sec. 23.35.030. Commissioner or designee as
chairman, The commissioner of labor or the person 
designated by him serves as the chairmn of the council. 
I§ 13 ch 6 4 ' SLA 1 9 5 9 ,  am » I ch »3 SLA I 9 6 0 ,

Sec, 23.3S.040. Duties of commissioner and 
council The commissioner shall consult with the 
council before he makes a negative decision on an appeal 
filed with him in relation lo the care of a sick and 
disabled fisherman. (113 ch <*4 SLA 1959; am § 1 ch93 
St A I960)

Sec 23.35.050. Adoption of orders, regulations.
The department may adopt orders, rules and regulations 
to carry out the purposes ot 4 S 10 15 0  of this chaplet, 
including those which are necessary oi advisable to 
protect the lurid by limiting ot suspending payments 
from the fund. The tules and regulations shall be 
uniform in applicali »n. ( % 2 ch I00SLA 1951)

Sec. 23.35.060 (.ration and Administration of 
Fishermen's Fund Iliere is created a fund, designated 
as the "fishermen's lund.” The Department of Revenue 
is the custodian of the fund and the Department of 
Labor shall administer it. The fund shall be composed

District 2: Areas north o f  Wrangell to include Yakutat ;
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of 60 percent of the money derived by the state from 
each crewmember fishing license issued under AS 
16.05.480, an equal amount of the money derived by 
the state from each commercial fisherman who is issued 
a permit under AS 16.43, and money appropriated to 
carry out the purpose of §§ 10-150 of this chapter. 
(S4 ch 100 SLA 1951; am S I ch 99 SLA 1955) (I 
1 ch 105 SLA 1677).

Cross reference. — For provisions rs to special
funds, sec AS 37.05 155.

Sec. 23.35.070. Benefits. A fisherman, upon 
becoming disabled, is entitled to receive benefits as 
follows: Immediately after he sustaii * an injury or
disability arising out of an accident directly connected 
with his operation as a fisherman, cither ashore in the 
state or in the territorial waters of the slate, or suffers 
an occupational disease, the fisherman is entitled io 
emergency treatment, transportation to the nearest place 
where approved medical facilities arc avail nlc, medical 
care and hospitalization (§5 ch 100 SLA 1651. am 
§ 2 ch 66 SLA 1655; am 4 1 ch 56 SLA 1657)

Sec. 23.35.080. Emergency treatment for
canJio'VaM'ular docascs. The department may pay the 
costs, within the maximum limitations, of emergency 
treatment, transportation, medical care and 
hospitalization. necessitated by a cardio-vasail.it disease, 
if the department determines that the disease is 
attributable, direct!/ or indirectly, to the fishing 
endeavor. (5 5 ch SLA 1951; am 5 2 ch 66 SI A  1655. 
am § I ch 56 SLA I >57)

Sec 23 35 060 Assistance after discharge A
fishcimun is also entitled ir» such assistance aftei 
discharge from the hospital duung period ot 
convalescence as the department allows m  >. onsideralion 
ot the condition of the fund. ( S ch 100 SLA 1651. 
am I 2 ch 66 SLA 1655; am 4 I ch 59 Sl A I657|

Sec. 23.35.100 Transportation, hospital, mining, 
medical and surgical expenses The department may pay 
out of the fund all reasonable transportation charges 
incurred undei 4 t  80 and 60 of this chapter, including 
cost of returning the fisherman lo his boat, to his home 
or to mother place which reasonably meets with his



convenience, and the reasonable hospital, nursing, 
medical and surgical expenses incurred in his 
examination, treatment and care. (S 6 ch 100 SLA 
1651)

Money cannot be expended from the sick and 
disabled fishermen’s fund for the payment of charges 
for medicine prescribed by chiropractors. 1961 Op. 
Att’y Gen., No. 23.

Since chiropractor cannot prescribe drugs or 
medicine. It is illegal and criminal for a chiropractor, 
without additional qualifications, to prescribe drugs or 
medicine to sick or injured persons. I%1 Op. Att'y 
Gen.. No. 23.

Sec. 23.35.110. Contracts for care. In carrying 
out 4 4 10-150 of this chapter, the department may 
enter into contracts or other arrangements with hospitals 
and doctors in he state for furnishing care on an annual 
basis to persons entitled to benefits. ( 4h ch 100 SLA 
1951)

Sec. 23.35.120. Cooperation with other agencies.
In providing care the department shall provide the type 
and quality of treatment which will restore the 
fisherman to health and productivity, it possible The 
department may enter into cooperative arrangements 
with agencies of the federal government, other stales 
and 'erntories, and private clinics and rehabilitation 
centers for the cate and treatment of fishermen. (4 
7 ch 100 SI A 19511

Sec. 23.35.130. Duration of care. Lxccpt for 
compelling reasons, no compensation may be paid for 
the cate of any one persons involving a single injury 
or disability beyond a period of one y v from the date 
ol initial allowance. (4 7 ch 100 i»». . 1951)

Liberal interpretation The legislature intended 
a relatively liberal interpretation ot the act. 1950 ()p. 
Att'y On., No. 5.

Scope o f  term “ compelling reasons" See 1959 
Op. Att'y Gen., No. 5.

Sec. 23.35 140 Limitation on benefits (a)l scc i 
for compelling reasons.

11) no compensation may !>c paid for medical care



or hospitalization furnished before the ascertainable 
time of injury, or before authorization in the case of 
disability caused by an occupational disease;

C!) the total allowance for any one injury or 
disablement is 52.500.

(b) The total allowance for any one heart attack
is 52,500. f I 7 ch 100 SLA 1951. am S I ch 103 SLA
1965; am § I ch 166 SLA |96R)

fcffcct of amendments. The 1965 amendment
rewrote this section.

Prior to the 1968 amendment this section consisted 
of the language now contained in subsection (at

Benefits in excess of 52,500. There might be 
many very "compelling reasons” to lalse the benefits 
above S2.500 undct some circumstances. 1959 Op 
An'y Gen.. No. 5.

Sec. 23.35.150 Definitions. In this chapter

< I) “commissioner” means the commit otter of 
labor;

(2) "council" mejns the Fishermen's Fund 
Advisory and Appeals Council.

(3) ’’department" means the Department of 
labor.

(4) "fisherman" means a pcison who is licensed 
by the slate to engage in commercial fishing undei AS 
16.05.480 oi who is the holder ot a permit issued under 
AS 16.43 and who. al the time lti|iiry is sustained or 
illness is contracted, is actually so engaged or is occupied 
in Alaska in preparing or dismantling boats or gear used 
in commercial fishing;

«51 "fund' means ibe Fishermen's l und

(6) "occupational disease1" means hernia varicose 
veins of file leg, the respiratory diseases, bronchitis, 
pleurisy, and pneumonia caused by oi aggravated by the 
fishing endeavor, bm excluding the common cold and 
influenza. iheumatuni, aithrliis and those 
rnuviiloskrlelal diseases (such as bursitis, traumatic 
sciatica, and tenosynovitis j directly caused by ot



aggravated by the fishing endeavor; and docs not include 
a disease not common to both sexes, venereal disease, 
or a condition arising out of an attempt of a fisherman 
to injure himself or another.

(7) “ approved medical facilities" and “medical 
cate" include the facilities of, or the care and treatment 
prescribed or performed by. a practitioner or 
chiropractic licensed by the state under AS 08.20. (§  
13 ch 64 SLA 1959; am § 1 ch 93 SLA I960; 4 4 
ch 100 SLA 1951; am I  1 ch 99 SLA 1955; S 5 ch
100 SLA 1951; am § 2 ch 99 SLA 1955 am 5 I ch
59 SLA 1957; §8  ch 100 SLA 1951; am S I ch 77
SLA 1%2; am 5 1 ch 51 SLA l ‘>72|

Effect of amendment. The 1972 amendment 
added paragraph. (7).

CHAPTER 55. FISHERMEN’S FUND

Section

10. Benefits
20. Pleadings
30. Appeals
40 Definition*

8 AAC 55 010 BENEFITS, (a) To he eligible 
foi benefits from the fund a person must he a fisherman 
who, at the time an injury is sustained or illness is 
contracted, is licensed in Ms own name by the Slate 
of Alaska to engage in commercial fishing, and who is 
actually so engaged in Alaska or is occupied in Alaska 
in preparing or dismantling boats or gear used in 
commercial fishing

(h) Benefits for respiratory diseases aic limited to 
bronchitis, pleurisy and pneumonia caused by or 
aggravated by tithing endeavor

(c) Unless requited as a result of accidental bodily 
injury cause J  by ihc fishing endeavor, benefits may not 
he awarded for the following items

(1) the services of a dentist.

(2) dental prosthetic appliances or the fitting ol
them.

- 1 0 -



(3) eye refractions and hearing examinations; or

(4) eye glasses and hearing aides or the fitting of 
them. (Eff. 3/28/74. Reg. 49)

Authority: AS23.3S.050 
AS 23.35.070 
AS 23.35.15CK6)

8 AAC 55.020 PLEADINGS, (a) Proceedings 
before the council are commenced by filing an 
application, with the administrator, in writing which 
consL’i  of the following:

(1) a certificate of eligibility completed by the 
fisherman on a form prescribed by the administrator; 
and

(2) a physician's report of injury or illness 
completed by the attending physician on a form 
prescribed by the administrator.

(b) A separate application shall he filed for each 
separate and independent occupational Injury or 
occupational illness for which benefits are claimed

(c ) In addition to the restrictions provided by sec. 
10 of this chaplet, benefits may not be awarded unless

( I t  applications ate submitted witbm 00 days ol 
the date of occupational in|ury or onset of 
occupational illness.

<2) responses to inquiries seeking clarification of 
arid items on an application ot of any item on a 
hilling for services performed or goods supplied are 
submitted within 90 days aftei the dale of Inquiry, 
and

13) price lists and tee deteiminattons arc 
submilled lo the adtninlstiatoi within 30 days ol 
the dale requested.

(d) A rrqursi for an ctlrntum ol duration of care, 
waiver ot benefit llmilallnni, assistance aftn discharge 
from a hospital or additions! transportation allowances 
is called a petition iVlttions fot extension of duration 
ot care or waivei ol benefit limitations shall cite those 
reasons believed to be sufficiently compelling to justify

- 1 1 -



granting the relief sought. Petitions for assistance after 
discharge from the hospital shall include the dates during 
which hospitalization occurred. Petitions for additional 
transportation allowances may be considered only for 
the purpose of providing specialized medical skills 
unavailable at the nearest approved medical facility. The 
petition shall include a written statement from the 
attending physician clearly defining the required 
specialized medical skill and the nearest place where It 
is available.

<e) Petitions under (d) of this section shall be 
submitted to the council for review and 
recommendations. (Eff. 3/28/74. Reg. 49),

Authority AS 23 J0.050

8 AAC 55 030, APPEALS, (a) The administrator 
shall submit a wntten notice to eacli fisherman whose 
application is denied stating the reasons for ihc denial

(b) The council shall tcview each application 
which has been denied or referred lo the council by 
the administrator Each fisherman who has an 
application pending hclorc (he council shall be notified 
in writing, by the administrator of the time and place 
of a council session at least len days prior to the session 
Each fisherman may submit additional evidence lo the 
council in support of bis claim lit writing, by personal 
appearance, or both.



(c) The administrator shall notify, in writing, each 
fisherman who has an application before the council of 
the council's decision on his application. The decision 
of the council is final. (Eff. 3/28/74, Reg. 49)

Authority: AS 23.30.040 
AS 23.35.050

8 AAC 55 040 DEFINITIONS. In this chapter 
unless the context requires otherwise

(1) “administrator" n r an s the individual 
responsible for the administrati l of the Fishermen's 
Fund program;

(2) "council" means the Fishermen's Fund 
Advisory and Appeals Council;

(3) “ fund" means the Fishermen's Fund. (Eff. 
3/28/74, Reg. 49)

Authority: AS 23.35.050



CERTIFICATE O F  E U G I B I U

I certify, under penalty o f perjur», that I. —  

as • commercial fisherman in the State o f Alasli

occupation as a commercial ftsheiman; r h t l  on I 

fisherman license issued by (he S ta te of Alaska

the fisherm en's Fund

Are you CD Fishing independen t_________________

Q  Partner 

CD Share basts

CD O ther (Oescnhe)_________________ ___

lusted it_____________   I
I s —  SU M

(•
lArfrtN  I

%m n *  O ’ O *••••!• A IttMrm ga u(««< t
*!»•*•«»«••«* **!•• * •  l u l IM t  M fv ’ f  t0 1-sail ‘Wll'twil to • l-«»»sm*n »ilM< Mbh f — »*• ( 
«»uu»i-h>i -Fweee lb# rts*** •« g-Mi*tf «o •*

'tobeai »>* t«»iai<4
tel J) 140 t rMttiuni on N«l itNr” t*H MtiM IPs* w*«i|mgte t"»■» |t  «i^g

14* »•**•* r*«On Wl I « |»a Sates «*.« .« lw •at to  tut* no1! b M«btotl •»» -to* 
w t lt o  Im t i  is* o

PLEASI COMPIE1 PHYSICIANS HFPORT Of I WITH THIS FORM SEE
SECONI



>F S I C K  O R  I N J U R E D  F I S H E R M A N

--------------------------- .have been en*  jted

a t while 10 e n p f e d  o n ____________

rred injury o r iUncaa directly connected w ith my 

» v e  date I poaaraaed a cu rren t v t ' id  com m erc ia l 

y nairw ; and tha t I am en titled  lo  benefita from

n — i »wi i .<CWt*«Ri Nn Alan*

Ummpo# I acvw N»w— ■

_______________________day o f ________________________19________

a a a a o io  iao
Br«M* f « l -  >m » il

« »BBfcW 4 m r*mn* |M<IH « »»«■!*M| »MI *• r  H<iH  I Bi ■■■< Mat* 9m

HIS ENTIRE FORM RV/iLLNISS MUST BE FILED ESTABLISH A CLAIM 'ERSE
XAMPLE



JAY S. HAMMOND, GOVERNOR

EDMUND N. ORBECK, Commissioner

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r

R O .  B o x  1 1 4 9  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

I________________________________________



m ; p \ i s  r>ii<;vr o f  i.a k o i c

omct or m comwismiR sox ius - wmu tstu
F e b r u a r y  1C, 1979

Ti.c Honor a b l e  Alvin O s t e r b a c k  
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99311

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Osterback:

D u r i n g  the R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  h e arin g on Tuesday, F e b­
ruary 13, 1979, for Hous e Bill No. 49, "An Act relating to 
the fishermen's fund,'1 the c o m m ittee  r equested additional 
in f o r m a t i o n  on the number of claim s filed for injuries or 
illnesses o c c u r r i n g  o u t s i d e  the three-mile limit or the 
" t err itorial w a t ers." This inform ation is attached.

Also, language fox amending the bill to pay claims retro­
activel y has been d r a f t e d  w h i c h  is as follows:

C h a n g e  T i t l e  - ; and p r o v idin g for an e f f e c t i v e  date. 

A d d :
♦Section 2. The provisions of S e c t i o n  1 of this Act 
a p p l y  r e t r o a c t i v e l y  to all c l a i m a n t s  w h o  fixed timely 
claims for f i s h o r m o x’s fund b e n e f i t s  on or after 
Ja n u a r y  23, 1976.

♦Section 3. This Act takes ef fect i mmediat ely in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the provisions of AS 01.10.070.

A p r o p o s e d  c o m m i t t e e  s ubs titute of the bill is attached.

The Fiscal N o t e  s u b m i t t e d  for this bill has been reviewed 
and no c h anges are n e c e ssar y at this time.

Thank you for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to comment. If you have any 
questions, p l e a s e  c o n tact  me at 465-2700 or C r a c o  Wilson, 
F i s h e r m e n ' s  Fund Office r, at 405-2790.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Judy DuBois 
le g i s l a t i v e  l.iaison
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P R O P O S E D

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u l e s / G o v e r n o r Introduced: l/«u/79
Referred : Resrurci

IN' Ti!E HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. /.9 

IS THE LEG 1 SI ATURE OF THE STATE OF AI.ASHA
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

A BILL
For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act re la t in g  to the fishermen's fund; end providing

fo r  an e f fe c t iv e  d a te ."
..I. IT FSACM.P BY 1 HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

1 Section 1. AS 23 .33 .070  is .mended to r e id :
S-'c. .13 .13,070. BLN IT ITS. A fishcrri.tn, .''in bc-.o-ing lisub lod . 

is e n t i t le d  to receive bem-f i t s  as fo l low * : I'*.r ed I c. t el v i f t e r  e
sum a ln - . n in ju ry  or d i s a b i l i t y  a r ls l t ie  on: • an acrleet t U r . t 1v
i'«uun et i'll with lits np.T it I " r  i a f i s  v:i, < l »li. • r . r* j i ; 
s t a t e  r In Alaska watet [ .1111 I Ll.Rl TORI Al. '..‘AYERS nr I UK NTA*.N|. >«r 
< u ! i i s  an occupational G i- .a sc , tin ! f slier... i« en t i t le d  •• •. e r -  
(•iiicv iri.um t-nt, t ran p 'r  t at ion to the near st pl.n • •.htiic veil
ra d ic a l t . t c i l l t i c  arc .vat I ahl »•, n<di a l care in' !• 'spit nl ‘ /.ir . *n.
An uKed In th iit fcectlon. "A laska \ at* i "  r,. in< t 1 •. 1 ’.land u t e r r l
te r ia J  v . itu f o f  the atatv and thi fU b c fy  .a  . toju •!
Io  f!»e ‘. t . l lc  a l ' I i s ' i  ’> *'•••. 101 o f {1 . • • < ,  r . . j ,  ,

« Net o f in;r»t W  M • «» r .
* JuctlOrt^w^ :he Jit V i s 11 ins e l . ' wf'f’i r 1 ' t t . ' r t re -

u'l tv * ! •. . i r \ J . i lM i i i  • >rffo * . I . d .• f . r : . s. • r* r '•
f i ' i m i l t !  nn nr .^ S v f ' n ,• 7 , »*>7.
... • J.. i. \i ; l i e - * i r - .  i . i * i 'a* • »’

pri v is .e>fL ni AS U 1 . 1 0 . C 7 0 .

&



1 9 7 9  C l a i m s  P e n d i n g  P a y m e n t

DATE OF 
ACCIDENT
07-10-78
10-01-78
09-26-78
05-09-78
07-07-78
U9-19-78
07-19-78
09-26-78
09-26-78
01-10-78
07-11-78
08-12-78
09-20-78
10-12-78

CASE NUMBER 
79-0025 
79-0625 
79-0639 
79-0710 
79-0077 
79-0653 
79-0123 
79-0728 
79-0517
78-0725
79-0570 
79-0272 
79-0668 
79-0697

MEDICAL iilLLS IN 
THE FILE 0 2 /1 4 /79

$ 232.00
99 .70
60 .00
72.00 

No h i l l s  
No b i l l s

30.00 
No B i l l s  
No B i l l s

63 .00
332.50
149.00

5 ,818 .00
190.50

DOCUMENTED VESSEL

Documented Vessel

OTHER INFORMATION

Documented
Documented
Documented
Documented
Documented
Documented

Vessel
Vessel
Vessel
Vessel
Vessel
Vessel

Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel

Late claim

Canada, running to Alaska

Fifcd April 19, 1978 
Occurred in S ea t t le

T h e  c l a i m s  i t e m i z e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  h e  e l i g i b l e  l o r  p a y m e n t  f r o m  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d  t o t a l  o f  $ 3 , 7 0 8 . 7 0 .

H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  o t  t h e s e  c l a i m s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  b y  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  o r  P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  I n d e m n i t y  I n s u r a n c e

a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a  c o s t  t o  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d .



09-18-75 
05-24-77 
02-14-77 
01-24-77
10-30-76 
04-11-77

04-21-76

12-15-76
05-25-78 
01-16-78 
04-01-78 
10-10-77

04-26-78
04-20-78

07-07-77

D A T E  O F
A C C I D E N T CASE NUMBER

76-0347
77-0631 
77-0518 
77-0506 
77-0445 
77-0571

77-0393

77-0478
78-0705 

-0564
78-0/13
78-0644

78-0728
78-0729
78-0010

Medical b i l l s  in 
the F i le  02/14/79

$ No b i l l s
3 ,003 .00

503.00 
930.75
590.00 

15 ,624.75

525.00

75.00
33.00

890.00 
21 1.50

1 ,310 .90

20.00

19.00
No b i l l s

P r i o r  C l a i m s  D e n i e d  b y

Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel 

Documented Vessel

F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d

Documented Vessel

Other in format ion 
Smashed fin ge r .

PM settlement o f $27,000

Claim submitted by PM
Automobile accident a lso  

submitted.
Convalescence bene f its ;

No Medical b i l l s

Claim submitted by P&1; 
F iled la te .

I ' l i e  C l a i m s  I t e m i z e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f r o m  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d  t o t a l  $ 1 0 , 1 0 9 . 6 5 .

H o w e v e r ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  c l a i m s  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  b y  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  o r  P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  I n d e m n i t y  I n s u r a n c e

a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  c o s t  t o  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u a d ,



T & irn  I  IF AILAS 

TTCQE L IK lO l it t J T M
C O U C H  v STATfc CACItOt 

JUNfAl. AiA$KAW*u 
OOT 4M 3800

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

M E M O R A N D U M  February 19, 1979

SUBJECT: HB 49 Fishermen's Fund

TO: House Resources Committee

FROM: Kenneth E. Vassar > --V
Legislative Counsel '

You have requested a suggestion for language which would 
make the benefits provided in HB 49 applicable to fishermen
who were disabled befort the effective date of the bill. In
accordance with your request, I would suggest the following:

* Sec. 2. A fisherman who sustains an injury or 
d isabi l i t y  arising out of an accident which (1) was 
directly connected with his operations as a fishermanj 
(2) occurred in the fishery conservation zone adjacent
to the state established by sec. 101 of the Fishery
C o n s ervation and Management Act of 1976, P.L. 94-265 
(16 IJ.S.C. IR01 et 8eq.)j and (3) occurred on or after 
J a nua ry 23, 1976, and before July 1, 1979, is entitled
to benefits under AS 23.35.070 if he files an application 
with the administrator of the Fishermen's Fund established 
in AS 23.35.060 before October 1, 1979.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1979.

KEVijdn



I > F I * A H T > I F \ T  O F  I.AIIOII ///
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER BOX 1149 -  JUNEAU 99911

Februar y 16, 1979

The Honorable Al vin Osterback 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99311

Dear r e p r esen tative Os*-*»rb;»ck:

Du r i n g  the Resources Committee hearing on Tuesday, F e b­
ruary 13, 1979, for House Bill No. 49, "An Act relating to 
the fishermen's fund," the comm ittee requested additional 
inform a t i o n  on the number of claims filed for injuries or 
illnesses o c c u rr ing outside the three-mile limit or the 
"territorial waters." This i nformation is attached.

Also, language for amending the bill to pay claims retro- 
ac .ively has been drafted which is as follows:

Change  Ti tle - ; and prov iding for an effective  date.

A d d :
♦Section 2. The provisions of Section 1 of this Act 
apply retroactively to all claimants w h o  filed timely 
claims for fishermen's fund benefits on or after 
January 23, 1976.

♦Section 3. This Act takes effect immediately in 
a ccord a n c e  with the provisions of AS 01.10.070.

A propo s e d  commit tee substitute of the bill is attached.

The Fiscal Note submitted for this bill has been reviewed 
and no changes are necessary at this time.

Thank you for the opp ortunity to comment. If y ou have any 
questions, please contact me at 465-2700 or G r a c e  Wilson, 
Fisher men's Fund Officer, at 465-2790.

Sincerely,

Judy DuBois 
Legislative Liaison



1 9 7 9  C l a i m s  P e n d i n g  P a y m e n t

DATE OF 
ACCIDENT
07-10-78
10-01-78
09-26-78
05-09-78
07-07-78
09-19-78
07-19-78
09-26-78
09-24-78
01-10-78
07-11-78
08-12-78
09-20-78
10-12-78

CASE NUMBER 
79-0025 
79-0425 
79-0439 
79-0710 
79-0077 
79-0453
79-0123
79-0728
79-0517
78-0725
79-0570
79-0272
79-0668
79-0697

MEDICAL BILLS IN 
THE FILE 02/14/79

$ 232.00
99.70
40 .00
72.00 

No b i l l s  
No b i l l s

30.00 
No B i l l s  
No B i l l s

63 .00
332.50
149.00

5 ,818 .00
190.50

DOCUMENTED VESSEL

Documented Vessel

OTHER INFORMATION

Documented
Documented
Documented
Documented
Documented
Documented

Vessel
Vessel
Vessel
Vessel
Vessel
Vessel

Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel

Late claim

Canada, running to Alaska

Fifed Apri l 19, 1978 
Occurred in Sea tt le

The claims itemized above would be e l i g ib le  fo r  payment from Fishermen's Fund t o t a l  o f $3 ,708 .70 .
However, some of these claims may huve been paid by Public Health or P rotection and Indemnity Insurance 
and there fo re  w i l l  not be a coat to Fishermen's Fund.



P r i o r  C l a i m s  D e n i e d  b y  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d

09-18-75 
05-24-77 
02-14-77 
01-24-77
10-30-76 
04-11-77

04-21-76

12-15-76
05-25-78 
01-16-78 
04-01-78 
10-10-77

04-26-78
0--20-78
07-07-77

D A T E  O F
A C C I D E N T

76-0347
77-0631 
77-0518 
77-0506 
77-0445 
77-0571

77-0393

77-0478
78-0705 
78-0564 
78-0713 
78-0644

78-0728
78-0729
78-0010

C A S E  N U M B E R
Medical b i l l s  in 
the F i le  02/14/79

$ No b i l l s
3 ,003 .00

503.00 
930.75
590.00 

15 ,624.75

525.00

75.00 
J3 .00

890.00 
213.50

1 ,310 .40

20.00 

19.00
No b i l l s

Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel 
Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel

Documented Vessel

O t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n

Smashed f in g e r .

P&I settlement o f  $27,000

Claim submitted by P&I
Automobile accident a lso  

submitted.
Convalescence Bene fits ; 

No Medical b i l l s

Claim submitted by P&I; 
F i led  la t e .

Documented Vessel

T h e  C l a i m s  I t e m i z e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f r o m  F i s h e r m e n ' a  F u n d  t o t a l  $ 1 0 , 1 0 9 . 6 5 .

H o w e v e r ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  c l a i m s  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  b y  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  o r  P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  I n d e m n i t y  I n s u r a n c e

a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  c o s t  t o  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d .



7

||>M«N M|*|**«| I'* |) •»•*•*! ««I«J |vm> *><»•« r-* i««r"» u 
INlHU •'"'•I !•-<*".»

■.MIX * • ••, I __
AIM'JV 

A« OliVjIHJ"ir rr-Tt — mo ai

, ‘f««J
.>11 su| ••■III ‘••••pH •>*» !“*« !•»>• H ••“■•’•I ii|iMUI> |l a|n •HI •*•! r*l>'ll« •»«•'•■ «|l *1 *1 •“IP" 1

••!*•• ihmii*!!1!
•HI f-»4̂ ...••••I I« pi*«n« •»••• Uimnmv r« Ml"**" **** *"

...I I.IIMIIH H»«» OOO’SI 0»U «• "I oy’tf* *• 1"IV** •*
mii NM> r«• Iiu ••• i- *1» »•! O ti *« I1I» ••v*‘riTJu ^ J Sh.mIIU . ... .. ••••(•••hi m •*•■••• ••»• *i •> w J, J? •••HI .. H«|.p >■••! • •»• »»I‘H Ul« •<« I"*!""' |!,1h

wit null 4u.. >"* «l ««> I* •*pji«"»i ••-•••j ‘‘“'•'J « •••Il4 IM •» •• •••••*•« r*''i • ,»«»I*U*W Ax »•»«•» “**H »»*N •»!•!» »» 000 « It
lltiniuUtl •■••ll.Jm. • ■••< •••HI *sl «t »•»»••• ••II* •••HI •*/•'•*»* *1

•HI P >•!•* t»1«»l|*»«l. *MI PHI r*l« *>11*0 •t1»l«*0 **‘«n »H« •*• H*”1 ***'U
(III nouns 'WOUIMIMI «»||»4||| »|on l»»M »nl SIJA1VNVIII

xmisnm ■ihir 14VJ -imttvw

SKoIJTCW

•us e:M__OOt33C'liaiwii p«|H»«lll r**Vli -1-- - ’ (qnu.I iJlilO
59MJ ivh inTf —---------asm nvvTs’d

)° ipH*»BOHA) SHTOWlTJ

0«O 'OSOS*0'0»oho«i1V101

"TTW
-■Vr~

MM

-rtf

-0-

(V Ai

~5T>

» AJ

ob*
"HF

II AJ

"O'ff

~oor

-<rrr ■=9=- ~=&r

•O*

TOTKTTfl  smranrciraj ~vn
 rvrrowiKO'5 ow ------------TTAVTfl OK
51)1 AM JfrVKO’TTO BUT

jnr

(u«l|o<] JO ipunnonU SJhIIUOfJHVJ

• rJrt AAK.itioiiii . .pnuj i',i)A«iAi|Vr< p»p>JJV («)ii“tl '“',biU ■’V'8
-B3Tl>'»I»IJ_i*T*55r--P»»>)JV Ajoliitj u.tl*04J

popi|JV Aou»«V 
1IVAH0 1VDSU II

>••••••••■•••n

•••I ■•(•••IttIH, ...~JFTT-TI--»»a'  -------------—mamas w(r 7̂on/-i ;.t»w JH«iro7-yrnTTir~l'»'nir
67 ON 1118 JSnOM♦i-iii-ti-r

 ah rnw«N«» NlU ON uo'|n|«n>x,'iiHl 
ITilOJH

1L0-I 'iVTitT

• »• >••• •••••* -* ••*■ .v■••••<6Z.61 'VI Xa»nuef
iN3waiaans 

ivnanor asnoM

67
SH

C ON

. IllllltllWlI

*11 »n. •••••.

• • • .V• • IIIHVIIII* - •

• ••••'.•••••..'.’ ■•••■.........'••••..'•• ...on • • • ;*.V.t••*}•''• •'•!••' '       .
   ..  ••••<•••••• ••••••••••■•...’... •.•••• ■■■■nil t lii ••••■•••• i . ..... ..••••'••••

• •••»• ••uni 
- .

.. .

• •  ..••••HIM. •••••••••••»• ••••• • ■••••■••••••• ••>•■•« «•'•'•••■• , -■ .nllintliiMM*           . ..
*............. •••••••••l»l«»«MI(HHll|llJl»l.............................    •’•’• •*•"•"•’»"#•«’•••• ••*»•’•"••*•#’•••*• •‘••’•"•‘••••••« • • • ••'•••• •••^•jlllil . .  ̂,



STATE OF ALASKA 
Inter Department Route Slip

MML STATION HUPBER..R J O G  

DEPART>1EMT_ / o g , < l a + : u Q .  A h q J.

i n a n m n t W  R e s o u r c e s  (,

£5LamxUkn.
Approval 

n  Signature 
D  Comment 
n  Contact Me 
L I Prepare Reply 
• J For Your File

□ Note & Return
□ Initial & Return
H  Return As Requested
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J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 7 9

S p eaker o f  the House 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Mr. Speaker:

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of art. Ill, sec. 18 of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a bill relating to the 
fisherman's fund. U n d e r  the b e n e f i t  provi s i o n s  of the 
fisherma n's fund as they c u r r e n t l y  exist, AS 23.35.010 - 
23.35 150, an i n jured or d i s a b l e d  fisherm an is only 
e n t i t l e d  to r e ceive b e n e f i t s  if the fishing -related 
a c c i d e n t  l e ading to his injury or d i s a b i l i t y  occ ur r e d  
ashore n A l a s k a  or w i t h i n  "the t erritorial waters of the 
state", w h i c h  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have b e e n  defined as 
e x t e n d i n g  o n l y  to the t hree-mile limit. In r ecognition 
of the facts that many  A l a s k a - l i c e n s e d  fishermen fish 
o f f s h o r e  fr<m A l a s k a  but b eyon d the three- mile limit and 
that the federal g o v e r n m e n t  has n ow e x t ended its 
fisheries j u r i s d i c t i o n  to 200 miles offshore, I am 
p r o p o s i n g  that AS 2 3 . 3 5. 070 be a m e nded to e xtend benefits 
t-o cover f i s h i n g - r e l a t e ^  accidents  that occur inside the 
200-mile fisheries c o n s e r v a t i o n  zone e s t a b l i s h e d  under 
the F i shery C o n s e r v a t i o n  and M a n a g e m e n t  Act of 1976, P.L. 
94-265.

Sincerely,

Jay S. H a m m o n d  
G o v e r n o r
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