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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: H O U S E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

FROM: R O C K Y  P L O T N I C K

DATE: S E P T E M B E R  13, 1979

SUBJECT: A L A S K A  B O A R D  O F  P AROLE

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of P a r o l e  has been a s s igned to this 

c o m m i t t e e  for sunset review. I have s t a r t e d  to g a t h e r  information 

about the P a r o l e  Board and its d u t i e s  and will share what I have 

w i t h  you. P l e a s e  note these are p r e l i m i n a r y  findings and more 

s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  will be s u p p l i e d  to you.

B e f o r e  I go any further, a d i s t i n c t i o n  must be made

b e tween p a r o l e  and p r o b a t i o n . P a r o l e  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the

E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  and must proceed s e n t e n c e d  time in prison.

P r o b a t i o n  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the J u d icial Branch in lieu of prison.

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  specify when a p r i s o n e r  is e l i g i b l e  for parole.

AS 3 3 . 1 5 . 0 8 0  says,

"However, no prisoner may b e  released on p arole who has

not s e r v e d  at least o n e - t h i r d  of the period of c onfinement

to w h i c h  he has been sentenced, or in the case of a life

sentence, has not served at least 15 years." *

♦ E ffe c t iv e  J a n u a r y  1, 1380, d e le te  "or i n  the ca se  o f  a life s e n te n c e ,  
has not s e r v - d  a t  loast 15 y e a r s " .

O ffic ia l B usiness



T h e  P a r o l e  B o a r d  i s  a  s e p a r a t e  a g e n c y  w i t h i n  t t i e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

C o r r e c t i o n s .  I t  h a s  a n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  w i t h  o n e  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n .

T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  p a r t - t i m e  m e m b e r s  o n  t h e  B o a r d  s e r v i n g  w i t h o u t  p a y ,  

t h o u g h  t h e y  d o  g e t  t r a v e l  c o s t s .  T h e  P a r o l e  B o a i d  c o n d u c t s  h e a r i n g s  

a t  l e a s t  q u a r t e r l y  a t  s t a t e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A t  t h o s e  

h e a r i n g s  p a r o l e  m a y  b e  g r a n t e d ,  d e n i e d ,  c o n t i n u e d  ( p e n d i n g ) ,  o r  

r e v o k e d .

W h e n  p a r o l e  i s  r e v o k e d  i t  m e a n s  s o m e  l a w  o r  c o n d i t i o n  

o f  p a r o l e  h a s  b e e n  v i o l a t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  

s o m e t i m e s  p a r o l e  i s  r e v o k e d  a n d  t h e n  a  p e r s o n  i s  r e p a r o l e d ,  n e v e r  

g o i n g  b a c k  t o  p r i s o n .  S o  w h i l e  A l a s k a ' s  r e v o c a t i o n  r a t e s  a r e  h i g h e r  

t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  s t a t i s t i c s ,  i n  r e a l i t y  

n o t  t h a t  m a n y  a r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  p r i s o n  A l s o ,  t h e  r e v o c a t i o n s  a r e  

m a i n l y  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  v i o l a t i o n s  o r  m i s d e m e a n o r s .  An  e x a m p l e  w o u l d  

b e  a  p a r o l e e  g e t t i n g  s t o p p e d  f o r  h a v i n g  o n e  m a r i j u a n a  j o i n t ,  a  

m i s d e m e a n o r  i n  A l a s k a .  T h a t  p e r s o n  c o u l d  h a v e  p a r o l e  r e v o k e d  a n d  

b e  r e p a r o l o d  a t  t h e  s u r n e  t i m e .  S o  i n  s o m o  c a s e s ,  t h e  r e v o c a t i o n  

s e r v e s  a s  a  w a r n i n g .

T h e  C o r r e c t i o n s  M a s t e r  P l a n  m a k e s  s e v e r a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

f o r  t he? P a r o l e  B o a r d .  T h e y  i n c l u d e .

1 .  t h r e e  f u l l - t i m e  m e m b e r s

2 .  a n  i n c r e a s e  a n d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t a f f

3 .  c h a n g e  h e a r i n g  p r o c e d u r e

4 .  e s t a b l i s h  a  f o r m a l  a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s

5 .  a d o p t  a  g u i d e l i n e  o r  m a t r i x  s y s t e m  t o  a i d  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g



6 .  p r e p a r e  a  m a n u a l  o f  p o l i c y

7 .  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  c r e d i t  f o r
" s t r e e t  t i m e "  w h e n  p a r o l e  i s  r e v o k e d

8 .  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  t h e  r e l e a s e  f r o m
p a r o l e  a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  c f  s u c c e s s f u l  p a r o l e

9 .  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p r e s u m p t i v e  r e l e a s e  
d a t e

1 0 .  o b t a i n  a  c o m m o n  p h i l o s o p h y  b e t w e e n  t h e  P a r o l e  B o a r d  
a n d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s

■/hen I  m e t  w i t h  S a m  T r i v e t t e ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  

h e  s a i d  h e  w a s  a l r e a d y  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  We w e n t  o v e r  

e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e m  a n d  I  p l a n  t o  f o l l o w - u p  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

. . s  w e  l o o k  a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  k e e p  i n  m i n d  

t h e s e  p e o p l e  e f f e c t  a p e r s o n  a p p l y i n g  f o r  p a r o l e .  T h e y  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  P a r o l e  B o a r d .  T h e y  m a k e  a r e p o r t  

o f  a  p e r s o n ' s  c o n d u c t  i n  p r i s o n .  I n d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

C o r r e c t i o n s  d o e s  p l a y  a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  p a r o l e  p r o c e s s .
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1 9 7 5

A LA S K A  BOARD O F  P AR OLE  

S T A T I S T I C S  

1 9 7 6  1 9 7 7  1 9 7 8 1 9 7 9 ( F i r s t  H a l f )

P A RO LE  H E A R I N G S 25 2 214 2 12 226 91

P AR OL E D 93 53 75 64 34

C O N T I N U E D 1 3 3 92 78 72 30

D E N I E D 22 61 52 78 27

OTHER 4 8 7 12

R E V O C A T I O N S TBCH/FELONV TECH/FELC» TECH/FELON TECH/FELONY TFCH/FELONY

L - 3 M o n t h s  
ig n  p a ro /< z ,)

4-6  M o n t h s

10  3 

7

5 1

6

5

6 2

3 1

8

7 - 1 2  M o n t h s 7 4 2 4 1
>

1 3 - 1 8  M o n t h s 3 4 1

1 9 - 2 4  M o n t h s 1

25 O r  M o r e  M o n t h s 2 1 1 - :

TO TA L 30 3 16  3 19  4 12 1

AVERAGE  P E R I O D  * 
OF  S U P E R V I S I O N  
R E M A I N I N G

2 0 . "  M o . 1 6 . 6  M o . ] 7 . 4  M o . 1 5 . 4  M o . 1 8 . 1  M o .

R E V O C A T I O N  R A T E
C T o U i)  - t t t f ju

3 1 / 2  Y r ,  
F o l l o w  U p  
35*4

2 1 /2 ! Y r .  
F o l l o w  l ) i  
36%

ijf s . f *  

1 1/ 2' y r .
F o l l o w  Up  
31%

-6>% !* ***  

6 M o t 

F o l l o w  U p  
20%

F E LO N Y R E V O C A T IO N  
RATE 3 .  2*5 5 . 6 % 5 . 3 % 1 . 6 %

@  % /o / c/f, JoZ/frO o-p ^ Y o  <P
* 1N I;ACII YEAR THE BOARD PAROLED A FEW INDIVIDUALS THAT HAD

/

SUCH A
LONG r r . U O D  O F  S U P E R V I S I O N  I T  I N F L A T E D  T H E  AVERAGE .  T H I S  F I G U R E
ONLY IN C LU D E .1; TH E  90°; W I TH  UNDER  FOUR Y EA R S  O F  S U P E R V I S I O N  L E F T .



P f t P O L E  B O A R D  A C T 1 U I T
y *

( T e k t r o n i x  4 0 5 1  D a t a  G r a p h i n g )
' — P33£5in B J" . & M B3BBt8BM C8BB5Si

2 4 0  -

* P.

P A R O L E  H E A R I N G S  

P A R O L E D

X : ' h  C O N T I N U E D



P A R O L E  B O A R D  A C T I V I T Y  

( T e k t r o n i x  4 6 5 1  - -  D a t a  G r a p h i n g )

P A R O L E  H E A R I N G ?

P A R O L E D

C O N T I N U E D

Y E A R
D E N I E D  1





PAROLE H E A R I N G S  

• P A R O L E D  

C O N T I N U E D  

D E N I E D

P A R O L E  S T A T I S T I C S

1 9 7 9

34

3 0

2 7

91

3 3 %

3 0 %

37%

i



P A R O L E  S T A T I S T I C S

1 9 7 8

PAROLED

CONTINUED

DENIED

PAROLED
(NOT RELEASED)

*R E V O C A T I O N S :

P A R O LE  H E A R IN G S

1-3 Months 

4-6 Months 

7-12 Months 

13-18 Months 

19-24 Months 

25 of More 

T O T A L

64

72

78

7

221

Technical V i o l a t i o n s  
Misdemeanors

3

9

1

33%

35%

3%

2 9 %

F elonies

(1)

12 19% 1 %

(1) Rape committed in Juneau.

*As of May 1, 1979, short, inconclusive, F o l l o w  up.

\



1 • t PAROLE STATITICS 

1977

PAROLE HEARINGS 230

PAROLED 73 35%

CO N T I N U E D 78 37%

DENIED 52 25%

PAROLED 
(NOT RELEASED)

7 3%

♦REVOCATIONS:

Technical Violations 
M i demeanors

Felonies

1-3 M o n t h s 5

4-6 Months 6 (1) (2) 2

7-12 Mont h s 4

13-18 Months 4 (3) 1

19-24 Months

25 or More (4) 1

T O T A L  31% 19 25% 44 5 %

(1) Armed Robbery Committed in Anchcrnge.

(2) Burglary (Interstate) Committed in Washington.

(3) B u r g l a r v  (Interstate) Committed in Texas.

(4) A s s ault (Interstate) Committed in Louisiana.

*As of May 1, 1979, 6 mont h s  to 18 months Follow up.



PAROLE STATISTICS 

1976

PAROLE HEARINGS 

PAROLE 

C O N T I N U E D  

DENIED

P A R O L E D  
(NOT RELEASED)

219

49

92

61

17

2 2 %

42%

28%

8 %

*R E V O C A T I O N S :

1-3 M o n t h s  

4-6 M o n t h s  

’,7-12 M o n t h s  

13-18 Months 

19-24 Months 

25 or More

T O T A L  39%

Technical V i o lations 
Misdemeanors 

5

6

4

16 33%

Felonies 

(1) 1

(2)(3) 2

6 %

(1) P o s s e s s i o n  of rtolen Property (Interstate) Co m m i t t e d  in New Y o r K

(2) Armed Robbery, C o m mitted in Anchorage.
• »

(3) Robbery, (Interstate) committed in New Mexico.

*As of May 1, ’1979, 18 months to 30 months Fol ow up.

t
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