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W m  % o t e ? i A  <?/ jd/a/Jca

M ay  8, 1980

Honorable Jay S. Hammond 

Governor 

State of Alaska 

Pouch A,

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Governor Hammond:

The League of Women Voters of Alaska supports continued State participation 

in the White House Conference on Families.

The League worked closely with state and local community organizers 

throughout the entire process from planning community hearings to 

acting as-recorders and facilitators. You.are to be commended for 

carrying out the process in such an open manner. The entire process of

choosing delegates was well done.
# •

The League is appalled that you would consider abandoning the White House 

Conference on the Family and negating the grass root effort and commitment 

of Alaskans that went into choosing delegates and identifying issues 

impacting families in Alaska today.

The citizens of this state participated in the local hearings and state 

conference in good faith that they and Alaska's ideas would become part 

of the national dialogue on families. It is your responsibility to 

support this citizen/state effort and continue with the state participation 

in the conference.

The family is the most important basic unit in our society, and one which 

is strongly impacted by the more traditional political issues of economics.

To consider withdrawing Alaska from dialogue on the family simply because 

more traditional issues are already consuming your time and e n er gy  is 

untenable. Non-participation is not the answer to controversy.

The League of Women Voters of Alaska urges you to keep faith with the 

citizens of Alaska who support the ideals of this conference and wish to 

continue the State's participation ^n the White House Conference on Families.

Jean Stassel

President

LWV

Si ncerely,

/



RESOLUTION
«

W h e r e a s  t h e  A l a s k a  H o n e  E c o n o m i c s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  F u t u r e  H o m e m a k e r s  o f  A m e r i c a  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Y/hite H o u s e  C o n f e r e n c e  on F a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m s ,  a n a

W h e r e a s  t h i s  p r o g r a m  h a s  a r o u s e d  c e e p  i s s u e s  a s  
w e l l  a s  n e e d s  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d

S i n c e  t h e  A l a s k a  H o n e  E c o n o m i c s  A s s o c i a t i o n  is a 
f o r c e  f o r  f a m i l i e s ,

T h e r e f o r e ,  b e  it  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  H o m e  

E c o n o m i c s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ’s 
c o n t i n u e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  C o n f e r e n c e  
o n  F a m i l i e s  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  A l a s k a  p e r s p e c t i v e  w i l l  b e  
c o m m u n i c a t e d .

14- c x r r J L  2 - £ < f r U r } y i c C S  C t ^ r u , 

f ^ m ' u y m .c L J u A A J  o - j C c rrv~tA ‘*-£-cL

C j j v o y u - Z U J L  h 9 P o /



THE FOLLOWING DOCUHENT(S) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL,
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THE PRECEDING DOCUMENT(S) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL.
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A M E R IC A N  A S S O C IA T IO N rjujO F  U N IV E R S IT Y  W OM EN

177 Behrends Avenue 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
May 10, 1930

Governor Jay Hammond 
State of Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Governor Hammond,

The Juneau Douglas Branch of the American 

Association of University Women met today and discussed 

your recent letter relating to the White House

Conference on Families. The members voted unanimously 

to support Alaska's participation in the National

Conference..

Our membership feels that Alaska's unique 

concerns will not be heard by the nation, if vre are 

not present. Whatever action is taken at the National 

Conference, Alaska must be there to lend its voice 

to the proceedings.

Sincerely,

Barbara Potter 
President A.A.U.W.

.........   .... ...... ... .  .
........ .m . ................. .............. ............................... .     ..1          .

........ . , ». ... .,.«•«i

H....... ..................... . ,

1 * • •••••••• ............

I ...........

a •* .. .... ... ...*• ......

......... .... .... ... ... | ......... 44 ......

>..... .........

   ,,

>• ......

I.................

*..44...4........... . 1

.....I

........4..»i

 .Ml,... . • *.4.4.a...#.4■
• • . , 4.4....44..I

.... .

   .....   ..V/.ViViV.V.V.'*i ...•!•a....... .......f .......... I.a >I....

• ■ • a a .a .a .a .. . . a". *’• ' Y .V  .a .  '  "A* *"* .

• • •  ..........

• a a *aa a a a a « . . .

• • . . . . a . . a .  . .  a a



P.O. 3ox 249

Douglas, Alaska 99324 

Kay 13, 1930

Governor Jay Hammond

Members of the Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, /ilaska

Dear Governor Hammond, and House and Senate members*

I've been informed that Alaska's participation in the White 

House conference on Families is in question.

I would strongly urge you to support Alaska's participation 

in that conference for two reasons;

1. You as lawmakers know that your decisions have an 

impact on the living patterns and institutions of society. Legis­

lation at all levels— federalf state, and municipal— cannot fail 

to have impact on families.. In a sense it is not possible to 

"do nothing," because the consequences of governmental policy 

reach deeply into society already. The only issue is whether we 

will face problems squarely.

2. The document prepared by Alaskans comprises the opinions 

of a wide spectrum of people, containing both liberal and conser­

vative viewpoints. The delegates selected also are representative 

of nearly all viewpoints and should effectively represent the 

diversity of opinions within our state.

I hope you will sustain the confidence of people in our 

state's democratic processes and support our participation in 

the upcoming conference.

Sincerely,

Assemblyjr.an/City and Borough of Juneau



 Susan B. C l a r k  ** - '‘'r
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•/ ’ ."1; Juneau, A l a s k a  . 99301
G ov e r n o r  Jay E a n o n d  . . .  ; .-.t» ■*. -.•••
State of A l a s k a  .’ • * . .*7 '* *:*'"*"■ ~ . .. *: ;*”v
Juneau, A laska 99811.. •; . .. - .9.1^7 ^-980.* • . . . .
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Dear Governor Hammond, . /r - t  -j"-7'-.' -=4.='.Jd:>?T -.r

'' ' * I a n  d is appointed and perplexed that, you have p r o p o s e d  A l a s k a 1 s . _
‘ wl t h d r a v l  from the national White House Conference on F a m i l i e s .  I .7

‘ '• an concerned that delegates to the State .Conference a n a  a l t e r n a t e s
to the Na t ional Conference were not' informed -ofrthis serious, 1 *•' ■"
pr o p o s a l  by. a l e t t e r  from you, and many nay still be u n a w a r e  if t h e i r  

-• . local n ew s pa p e r s  or media did n o t  pick u p  on the Si-ory.,:> . / . ... .1 ••
•  *  • -  . — . • • • •  . «  . . .  . . .  • » •  • •*  • « • • •  * ■  • *  j  _ *  • • • •  — • • •• •

1 .  f  . . .  • • i • . . * «  , .  f “ * . «  • " * * . .  ^ ^ •  * .  • * ' *  . ? * " * !  t  *

r.. .' Speaking for Juneau's involvement, a large, s p e c t r u m’o f  p e o p l e  gav
o ra l  o r *w r it t en  testimony or support to the local h e a r i ng s . S om e  . 
spent a great deal of time and thought on their p r e s e n t a t i o n  o w l t h ^ t h e  , 
idea that theirtcontributlons would matter. . They aid. -Juneau came 
up with a p os i t i o n  paper which contained both’ "liberal" a n d  "conser- 
v a t i v e " concerns, and the three elected delegates w e r e  -bound b y “that 
p a p e r  in their actions at the State Conference. ' •~*Vv7fTr' yy--/

Although some groups would claim that o n l y . t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  are 
legiti m at e  ones, I do not feel that nos t Alaskans oelleve that families 

■ . pj-j g bas lc n u r t u r i n g  un It of our society , can be stereo i-yped. In f ac t ,
n a t i o n w i d e  f i gu r es  show that an employed father, a h o u s e w i f e  mother,

- and children (any number) is only 15/S of o u r  nations f amilies. In 
r”'.”.”. - Alaska w h e r e  t h er e  is a h ig h er  than average Incidence .of e m p l o y e d  ■

women, this p e r c e nt a ge  ' i s . even lower. ™

.. . N o r  do I f eelethathtbe scare issues of E R A , . a b o r t i o n  and gay . ...
■.I'.:"‘ ^ights are a significant part of the Conference outcome. No n e w e r e  ; .

• targeted as m a j o r  issue areas by an panel, and the l a t t e r  two w e r e  
m en t i o n e d  only b y  the first panel and In a c on s e r v a t i v e  context. The 

. *V ■ ER A  is simply a fact of Alaskan life and law since o u r  o w n  state "ERA /
• - was passed eight years ago. The conference was a t ;t i m e j f r u s t r a t i n g
4 , ' t o  people of all persuasions, but It was on the w h o l e  a d e m o c r a t i c  

process, and the concluding document is a democratic document. It 
cannot fall, therefore, to contain things with w h i c h we m a y  not all 
as^ree, but to c e n s o r  or alter it in any way n ow w o u l d  c a u s e  even m o re  
d istrust of government. .

Special a ttention was given at the Conference to t h e  n e e ds  and 
concerns of o ur native peoples. Rosita Worl and nary J a n e  Fate were 
excellent and informative keynote speakers there. A l a s k a n s  N a t i v e  and 
rural people have unique family cancers whic h  w i l l  n ot b e  h e a r d  at 
th.p national level if w e are to vrlthdraw.

P lease re c on s id e r ycur proposal.

S i n c e r e l y  voura, r  {

■ ■ ■ . v O & J * ---------------
'Stfsan ?.. Clark, a l t e rn a te  d e l e g a t e  to 

the National Co n fe r e nc e
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