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WTm House of Representatives

Committee on “judiciary Pouch V
State Capitol

Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

February 29, 1980

The Honorable Terry Gardiner
Speaker of the House

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch Y, State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

It is the intent of the House Judiciary Committee 1In re—
commending passage of HJR 56 that at least once every four
years the Legislature will have the opportunity to confirm
or deny confirmation to each head of a principal depart—
ment.

IT the Governor does not finish a four-year term, his
appointees who are retained when the Lieutenant Governor
succeeds would be subject to confirmation at the end of
the four-year period. New commissioners appointed by the
Lieutenant Governor who succeeds him would be subject to
confirmation upon appointment, and if reappointed at the
end of that same four-year term, would be again subject to
confirmation.

In brief, each head of a principal department would be sub-—
ject to confirmation upon his initial appointment and upon
completion of the four-year term if the incumbent Governor
wishes to reappoint him.

Sincerely,

Charles H. Parr
Chairman
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Introduced: 2/5/80

Referred: Judiciary
1 IN THE HOUSE BY MALONE AND MOSS
2 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 56
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 Proposing an amendment to the Consti—
6 tution of the State of Alaska relat—
1 ing to confirmation of heads of
8 principal departments.
9 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT.1 OF ALASKA:
10 * Section 1. Article 111, sec. 25, Constitution of the State of Alaska is

1 amended to read:

12 SECTION 25. The head of each principal department shall be a

13 single executive unless otherwise provided by law. He shall be ap—

14 pointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the
15 members of the legislature in joint session, and shall serve at the

16 pleasure of the governor, except as otherwise provided in this article
1 with respect to the lieutenant governor. Each head of a principal de—
18 partment 1is removed from office at the expiration of the term of r.ne
19 governor 1in office at the time of his appointment. He may be reap-—
20 pointed, but a reappointment is subject to confirmation by a majority
2 of the members of the legislature in joint session. The heads of all
2 principal departments shall be citizens of the United States.

23 * Sec. 2. The amendment proposed by this resolution shall be placed

4 before the voters of the state at the next general election in conformity

25 with art. XIIl, sec. 1, Constitution of the State of Alaska, and the election
26 1aws of the state.
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ingoint session, these orders become effective at a
date thereafter to be designated by the governor.

SUCTION 24. Each principal department shall
he under the supervision of the governor.

SECTION 25. The head of each principal depart-
ment shall be a single executive unless otherwise
provided hy law. He shall be appointed. by the gov-
ernor, subject to confirmation by a majority of'the
members of the legislature in joint Session, and
shall serve at the pleasure of the governor, excePt
soﬁherwme Prowded In this rtche W]J’[hl respect (i
the lieutenan %?V rnor.. The heads of all grlnm a
departments shall be citizens of the United States.

The amendment fo. this_section was appgoved by the voters
R TR A

SECTION 26. When a board or commission is at
the head of a_principal de,Partment ora re?ulatory
or_quasrtjjudlmal agency, its members shall be ap-
Bomted Dby. the gavernor, subject to confirmation
py a majarity of the members of the legislature in
oint session; and may be removed as provided by
aw. They shall be citizens of the United Stafes,
The board or commission may appoint a prmmPaI
executive officer when authorized by law, but the
Sgggmgrpent shall be subject to the dpproval of the

SECTION 27. The governor may make appoint-
ments to fill vacancies occurring during a recess of
the legislature, in offices requiring confirmation hy
tne I%glslature‘ Tge dulratlon of stich appointments
snall be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE IV
THE JUDICIARY
SECTION 1. The judicial power of the State is

vested in a supreme court, a superior court and the
courts established by the legislature. The jurisdic-
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tion of courts shall be prescribed by law. The
courts shall constitute a unified judicial system for
operation and administration. " Judicial” districts
shall he established by law.

. SECTION 2.f(aLThe supreme court shal| be the
highest court of the State, with final appellate ju-
risdiction. It shall consist of three justices, one of
whom is chief justice. The number of justices may
be mcreasetd by law upon the request of the su-
reme cqurt, ... .
P (]Q) %e, chief justice shall be selected from a-
mong the justicesof the supreme court by a major-
W_ %lote of the hjustlces. His term of office as
chie {US'[ICG IS three years. A justice may Serve
more than one term as chief justice but be may not
serve po,ns,leclut,l,\lle terms in thatI office, " f
gllj%gsellgll{olr: %%L:SVEI/ zgéa d\:@j? |3nsde Ctglr%gmwrarﬁpptril{/vru' ctlt\ébelre ¥8.telr378
SECTION 3. The superior court shall be the trial
court of general jurisdiction and shall consist of
{)lveljudges. The number of judges may be changed
y law.

SECTION 4, Supremg_court justices and sugerlor
court %udﬂes shall 'be citizens of the_ United States
and of the State, licensed to. practice law in the
State, and possessing any additional qualifications
prescribed by law. Judgés of other courts shall be
selected in @ manner, for terms, and with qualifica-

tions prescribed by law.

. SECTION 5. The governor shall fill any vacancy
in an office of supreme court justice of superior
court judge by appomt,mg_ one of two or more per-
sons nominatéd by the judicial council.

SECTION 6, Each supreme court justice .and
superior court E)udge shall, in the manner provided
by law, be subject to apProvaI or rejection on a
nonpartisan ballot at the first general élection held
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