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Mr. S p e a k e r :

The C o m m i t t e e  on .t i j d t c t a r y _______________________ has h a d _ _ _ f c j & _ 2 2 .

Re q u e s t i n g  the federal grand j u r y  to h e a r  charges a n d  com plaints against 
the S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior and other Interior D e p a r t m e n t  officials.
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IN THE HOUSE BY ANDERSON BY REQUEST 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

E LEVENTH L EGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Requesting the federal grand jury to 

hear charges and complaints against 

the Secretary of the Interior and 

other Interior Department officials. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the grand jury consititutes an ancient system fcr citizens to 

seek redress of their grievances against government and the abuses of g o v e r n­

mental officers; and

WHEREAS a federal grand jury is expected to he in session in Alaska in 

the near future, either in Anchorage or Fairbanks; and

WHEREAS it is within the prerogatives of the grand jury to hear charges 

and complaints of affected Alaskans against the recent imposition of the 

Antiquities Act; and

WHEREAS the Secretary of the Interior and his agents have threatened to 

place in jail honest miners, hunters, trappers and others who live in the 

areas of the recently e stablished monuments for continuing to pursue their 

livelihoods; and

WHEREAS residents of the state are being cut off and denied access to 

their property by the unreasonable regulations of the Secretary of the 

Interior; and

WHEREAS the regulations adopted by the Secretary of the Interior c o n­

stitute a de facto c o nfiscation of the property of residents of this state;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the foreman of the 

federul grand jury is respectfully requested to initiate an investigation 

into the charges and complaints of residents of this state and, if the

■1- HJR 22
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charges and complaints are determined to be well founded, to bring appro 

priate charges against the Secretary of the Interior or his agents who may be 

shown to have violated the constitutional and other rights of residents of 

this state. p t* 9 & r f

A COPY of this resolution shall be sent to the foreman of thc/VeJCt 

federal grand jury sitting in Anchorage or Fairbanks.

o r
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STATE LEGISLATURE
Legislative Affairs Agency

P o u c h  Y  - State Capitol 

Ju n eau, A l a s k a  99811

R E G I O N A L  IN F O R M A T IO N  O F F I C E

1024 W e s t  6th A v e n u e  

Anchorage, A l a s k a  

99501 
(907) 278-3668

Enclosed for your information and files are materials relating to the 

teleconference o n  HJR 22_________________ _ _ _ _ ________________________

held March 5_________ , 1979, including a copy of the witness and

observer list.
f

Judy Hopkins 

Anchorage Moderator

L AA 11

(Rev. 4-29-77 K)



a i u s k u  a i u i y  l e g i u a r u r e

P,C lLECONFERENC
SUBJECT:

HJR 22 - Grand jury - Andrus

COMMITTEE: House Judiciary (PARR, Anderson, Brown, Buchholdt, Malone,

Barnes, Martin, O'Connell, Phillips)
DATE: Monday, March 5, 1979

TIME: 1:30 - 2:15 A.S.T. Anchorage

2:15 - 3:00 A.S.T. Fairbanks 
SITES PARTICIPATING:

Anchorage, Fairbanks

CONFERENCE MODE: Audio

LOCATION: LIO

MODERATOR:

UAA ADVISED, CONFIRMED 

Extra bills ordered 

Register prepared

na

M J L

NOTES:

INVITATIONAL: Select direct
contacts at direction of chairman. 
No publicity requested.

Leo Mark Anthony 279-4702
Peg Tileston 274-3621 ^  ̂

PUBLICITY:

INVITATIONAL

PSAs

Audio PSAs 

Video PSAs

News releases

Date Quantity

Direct mail 

Phone contacts

Other:

Posted at LIO

Copies to LTN Juneau_ 
Copies to committee " 

Copies to sponsor

NUMBER IN ATTENDANCE / T f
NUMBER TESTIFYING / 3

6Z-0C-1

Legislative Information Office . 1024 West Sixth Avenue . Anchorage . phone 278-3668



I: \

Name

—■ H O y S f e
Representing

^  i\xi(Y ? 6 C /

Phone l _ a . r L - M

t ^ f v r > r ^ r v

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. Please indicate y our c o n s e n t ^ b y ^ r n n g  below:

(signatun,si£n

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearing
tplpr.nnfpron^ec? -'TVf.rt— ( Hrvid.m arm.?-..../  ----- - - u - - » *-------—

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name f ) a \ / l J  4 l « r c / < n e<_________

t i o h  M i n e r sRepresenting

Mailing 
Address

Phone
j u t __________

Here to TESTIFY

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please i n d i c ^  your consent t>y signing below:

.signature)

V-l —.m m i• U ’vi/a  — n a v * f ■»/» i  A a .f fn

P L E A S E  P R I N T
/

Name -ite'doi.e.

Representing t s k n  a  ftliv\g.r S _________________________

Address S ( p b S  £_  S C f o  f l r V l W .  Zip

Phone _  3 ^  __

Here to TESTIFY

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent Jjy signing below:

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearing

teleconferences? J\/0 How many? if the network were not available?



" T . '

Name ' i t w i s l e / ? , Here to TESTIFY A

Representing ± 23l { j£/ C ' T C, / 7 7 / r l  (3 <T / / U C

Address • £ rX  7 ? , ?  V l f / 4 -  'fftuo ■ ??$'<})—  ' Here to OBSERVE

Phone Y ¥ -  7 t7/ / T '

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadga^t 1 ive or recorded/for later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. Pleaseyrfidica^e your^consent/^y sigdjngjbelow:

[signature)

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearing
teleconferences? /7/?. How m a n y ?   if the network were not available?

Iparn-about this hearinq?__........If yes, did you use the network: .
 ‘     j B*~r-------------------- ........................................................... s.'---------------------

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name

Representing

y * c '

V
Here to TESTIFY

Mailing ^  __
Address

phone

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent by signing below:

'(s'igtwtire) ^

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name Here to TESTIFY

Representing 't/p M ' i I g  M l K i / t u o r  j P / J i T 1 <_______

Address 8> £ =  t i V >____________ Zip

Phone 3 Z 2 - A

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded For later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent by signing below:

(signature

Have you participated in other legislative Wo d d  you have participated in this hearing

teleconferences? lZ&? . How many? /. if the network were not available? — /[JO .



Name

Representing ( S /  lffJ ^

Address

w
r

Here to TESTIFY

T

Phone ' > s z - > 3 > 7 A y

_Z_ip Q Q . y d /  Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. Please^indicate y o u ^ o n s e n t  by signing below:

Have you participated in other legislative 

.teleconferences? ✓ How many? ____
Would you have participated in this hearing 

...if. the network-were,not^availabl&?..^^^ .

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name

©  
Here to TESTIFY

Here to OBSERVE

Representing l/c ̂  ;s u < r d_______________

Mailing
Address ^ o - y  L ' J T  Zip

Phone —  2. J2 o^j_________

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please indicate yo u r  consent by signing below:

(signature') '

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearing

teleconferences? <a / o  , How many? if the network were not avai,able?___________

T T T T T T  P R I l i  T

Name
D )

Here tc TESTIFY  /

Representing \ J  M .  ■rtA's r L ^ }  r

Address / ?  ) 0 f  Jl Z ip © 6  I  Here to OBSERVE

Phon£
n
5 sCD.Z^/i:

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent by signing below:

(signatu re]

Have you p a r t i c ipated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearing



P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name

Representing

Mailing
Address

Phone

/■* /

/ h s a c * .

i m .

Here to TESTIFY V

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent by signing below:

(signature)

Lave you participated in other legislative 

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e s ?   How m a n y ? _________

Would you have participated in this hearing 

if the network were not available? __________

P L E A S  E P R I N T

Name M < r M * r C 7 ^ _

CD
Here to TESTIFY

Here to OBSERVE

Representing M e ___________________

Mailing . "
Address to 2  3 » 7  '2.le> r  /^//'oJvZip

Phone 3 S >  n  ___

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broadcast

by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent- by signing below:

(Tignature)

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have_particioated_in_this_hearinn■■ ........  — .3 -r+f-----1,—»“V .^   I*’ l< 1 M'"1 *

Name

Representi

Mailing
Address

Phone J £ L z . i  3 3f

£ fsi
in f f f S V 0

T
Here to TESTIFY 

Here to OBSERVE

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be bfoadca/t live c recorded tor later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. P l ^ s e i n f K c i i t e  y a m  ons/mt by signing below:

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this f a r i n g



Name i / s / .  A r / t *

■ * A  • ' :.V  _ 
v&SURmr
Here to TESTIFY

• f c r 1"  A L a -s « *  Ai,f,f; s  A s ^  a .

r  6 '  O ---------------- Zip 7  Here to 03SERVE

Mailing
Address

Phone

At-

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later h n n H

cast by radio or television stations. Please indicate your conspnt by signing below:'

'f J*."*
..-SV.>M v

Have y ou participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearina
_Jteieconferences?_— -------------- — -------— ‘—  ~

P L E A S E  P R I N T

Name

Representing A

Address 

Phone

’± r '̂JL

Y4AJ^o -Wling Sil m 9 ? s j o z

Here to TESTIFY

Here to OBSERVE

3 . 4 - A - 3 A 1  A

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent by signing below:

(signature^

Have you participated in other legislative Would you have participated in this hearing

teleconferences? h !n How m a n y ?    if the network were not a vailable?______

How did you learn about this hearing?

V  I £ A S  E P R I N T

If yes, did you use the network:
instead of..travel______

Name
t

Representing

SSI™ "? ' 5 1 0 *  " I r h t A  I d . i \v 9 9 ‘5 q lI

Phone 3 3 1  - ^ 6  5/

Here to TESTIFY V  

Hero to OBSERVE 4 - -

BROADCAST CONSENT: This proceeding may be broadcast live or recorded for later broad­

cast by radio or television stations. Please indicate your consent by signing below:

(signature)
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MR. C H A I R M A N  A N D  M E M B E R S  OF T H E  H O U S E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

MY N A M E  IS H O W A R D  M c W I L L I A M S  - A S M A L L  P L A C E R  M I N E  O P E R A T O R  IN

T H E  T A L K E E T N A  D I S T R I C T

T H E  N U M B E R  OF M I N I N G  O P E R A T I O N S  BY S I Z E ,  I N D U S T R Y  A N D  T Y P E  AS OF 

F E B R U A R Y  16, 1 9 7 7 ,  S T A T I S T I C S  OF T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R ,

S H O W  T H A T  7 5 %  OF Of L R A T O R S  M I N I N G  L O C A T A B L E  M I N E R A L S  IN THE 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S ,  F A L L  I N T O  T H E  S M A L L  M I N E R  C A T E G O R Y .

IN 1 9 7 0  T O  1 9 7 5  O V E R ’2 7 0 0  M I N E  P R O P E R T I E S  W E R E  S U B M I T T E D  TO 41 

M A J O R  M I N I N G  C O M P A N I E S .  OF T H E S E  8 5 %  W E R E  S U B M I T T E D  BY S M A L L  M I N E R S .

T H E  D E F I N I T I O N  OF A S M A L L  M I N E  O P E R A T O R  IS G E N E R A L L Y  R E C O G N I Z E D  AS 

AN I N D I V I D U A L ,  P A R T N E R S H I P  O R  CORPORATION W H I C H  IS N O T  L I S T E D  ON A 

M A J O R  S T O C K  E X C H A N G E :  O R  W H I C H  H A S  A C A P I T A L I Z A T I O N  OF L E S S  T H A N  

O N E  M I L L I O N  D O L L A R S :  O R  E M P L O Y E E S  L E S S  T H A N  50 P E R S O N S ,  OR W H I C H  

P R O D U C E S  L E S S  T H A N  T W O  H U N D R E D  T H O U S A N D  T O N S  OF M I N E R A L  O R E S .

A S U C C E S S F U L  M I N I N G  O P E R A T I O N  IS D E P E N D E N T  U P O N  F A I R L Y  S T A B L E  E C O N O M I C  

C O N D I T I O N S ,  P R U D E N T  B U S I N E S S  M A N A G E M E N T ,  C A R R I E D  ON O V E R  A L O N G  P E R I O D  

OF Y E A R S ,  A N D  R E Q U I R E S  A S U B S T A N T I A L  I N V E S T M E N T  OF T I M E  A N D  M O N E Y ,

A N D  S T A B L E  M I N I N G  L A W S .  ' t

T H E  F E D E R A L  M I N I N G  L A W  OF 18 7 2  IS A S T A B L E  L A W  U N D E R  W H I C H  M I N I N G  

C A N  BE C A R R I E D  O U T  IN A S A T I S F A C T O R Y  M A N N E R ,  W I T H O U T  I N T E R U P T I O N S , 

O V E R  A L O N G  P E R I O D  OF Y E A R S .

T H I S  L A W  H A S  N O T  B E F N  R E P E A L E D  A N D  IS THE L A W  U N D E R  W H I C H  I E N T E R E D  

A C O M P A C T  W I T H  T H E  F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T ,  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  P A T E N T I N G  

P R O C E S S ,  W H E N  I L O C A T E D  MY M I N I N G  C L A I M S  U P O N  F E D E R A L  L A N D  IN THE 

S P A N  OF Y E A R S  F R O M  1 9 4 8  TO 1968.



S I N C E  1 9 6 8 ,  A N D  IN P A R T I C U L A R  S I N C E  1 9 7 6  W H E N  T H E  V A R I O U S  L A N D  

W I T H D R A W A L S  A N D  L A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  P O L I C I E S  W E R E  P R O M U L G A T E D ,  T H E  M I N E R S  

OF T H I S  S T A T E  H A V E  B E E N  O P E R A T I N G  U N D E R  AN E V E R  I N C R E A S I N G  M A S S  

OF R E S T R I C T I V E  A N D  C O N F L I C T I N G  M I N I N G  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  S O M E  A R E  L I S T E D  

HER E .

1. R E S T R I C T I N G  A C C E S S  A C R O S S  F E D E R A L  LAND.

2. R E Q U I R I N G  E X C E S S I V E  B O N D I N G .

3. R E Q U I R I N G  A P P R O V A L  OF D E T A I L E D  M I N I N G  M E T H O D S  BY

F E D E R A L  P E R S O N N E L .

4. R E S T R I C T I N G  T O T A L  M I N I N G  O P E R A T I O N S  TO O N E  Y E A R  OR 

L E S S .  IF A N Y  OF T H E  D E T A I L S  OF T H E S E  R E G U L A T I O N S  C A N N O T  

BE M E T ,  M A K E S  T H E  M I N E R  S U B J E C T  TO F I N E S  OR I M P R I S O N M E N T ,  

OR B O T H .

IT IS MY C O N T E N T I O N  T H A T  THE F E D E R A L  L A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S  A N D  T H E I R  

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  BY T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R  T H R O U G H  T H E  B U R E A U  

OF L A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  A N D  THE D E P A R T M E N T  OF A G R I C U L T U R E  P L A C E  IN 

J E O P A R D Y  T H E  V E S T E D  R I G H T S  OF MY M I N I N G  C L A I M S ,  B E C A U S E  OF THE 

U N F E T T E R E D  D I S C R E T I O N  V E S T E D  IN T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  OF THE I N T E R I O R

TO S U B D E L E G A T E  TO T H E  L A W  L E V E L  " A U T H O R I Z E D 1 O F F I C E R S "  OR O T H E R S  IN

T H E  F I E L D ,  T H E  R I G H T  TO M A K E  LAW ON T H E  S P O T  A N D  TO E N F O R C E  IT W I T H  

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T ' S  O W N  M I L I T A R Y  FO.TCE.

F U R T H E R ,  I AM A P P R E H E N S I V E  T H A T  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  I N T E R I O R  W I L L  

C A U S E  T H E  D E S T R U C T I O N  OF M I N E  P R O P E R T Y  A N D  M A C H I N E R Y  IN A L A S K A ,  AS 

HA S  B E E N  R E P O R T E D  IN S E V E R A L  I N S T A N C E S  IN THE W E S T E R N  U N I T E D  S T A T E S ,  

BY T H E  D E T E R M I N E D  A P P L I C A T I O N  OF T H E S E  R U L E S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  C A U S I N G  

P E R S O N A L  INJURY A N D  U N C O M P E N S A T E D  F I N A N C I A L  L O S S  TO M I N E  O P E R A T O R S



T H E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  OF T H E S E  S T R I N G E N T  R U L E S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S  TO 

THE M I N I N G  I N D U S T R Y  OF T H E  S T A T E  H A S  A L R E A D Y  C A U S E D  A G R E A T  L O S S  

OF R E V E N U E  TO T H E  M I N E R S ,  S U P P L Y I N G  B U S I N E S S E S ,A N D  TO T H E  S T A T E .

T H E R E F O R E ,  I S T R O N G L Y  S U P P O R T  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 2 2 . “

A N D  T H E I R  E M P L O Y E E S .

T H A N K  YOU.



A n c h o r a g e ,  Alaska. 

M a r c h  5, 1 9 7 9

S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C.

D e a r  Te d :

I a m  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  in b r i e f  f o r m ,  t h a t  c a n  
be f u l l y  d o c u m e n t e d  in d e t a i l ,  t h a t  m a y  be of s o m e  u s e  to y o u  

in y o u r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of I n t e r i o r  in r e g a r d  to 
t h e i r  total i n a b i l i t y  to. a d m i n i s t e r  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  d u t y .

T h i s  is o n l y  o n e  s m all e x a m p l e  o f  a f e w  of t h e i r  b u n g l i n g  w a y s  
of h a n d l i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  p a t e n t  of a g r o u p  o f  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  

c l a i m s ,  c a u s i n g  a g r e a t  w a s t e  of t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  to t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
a n d  to c i t i z e n s  t r y i n g  to w o r k  w i t h  them.

--------------Statement.:_______ __ ____

1 9 4 8  to 19 6 8  - By h a r d  w o r k  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  of m y  o w n  m o n e y  I 
p r o s p e c t e d  for, e x p l o r e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a 55 c l a i m  P l a c e r  M i n i n g  
O p e r a t i o n  l o c a t e d  u p o n  F e d e r a l  L a n d  u n d e r  the c o n d i t i o n s  of the 

M i n i n g  L a w  of 1 8 7 2 ,  w i t h  p r o v e n  o r e  r e s e r v e s  of ten m i l l i o n  c u b i c  

y a r d s  of m i n a b l e  g r o u n d  w i t h  v a l u e s  a b o v e  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a cu. yd. 

( m i n i n g  c o s t s ,  1 9 7 8  - $ 1 . 2 7  cu. yd . )

1 9 7 0  - Due to the C o p p e r  R i v e r  W i t h d r a w a l s  a n d  u n r e s t  in the 
N a t i v e  c l a i m s  a d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  to d e l a y  i n v e s t m e n t  in l a r g e  

s c a l e  m i n i n g  e q u i p m e n t  and s t a r t  p a t e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  on the c l a i m s  
to s e c u r e  my i n t e r e s t  in t h e  land.

1971 - T h e  p a t e n t  p r o c e s s  w a s  s t a r t e d  and r e s u l t e d  in f o u r  m i n e r a l  
s u r v e y s  b e i n g  m a d e .  O n l y  the f i r s t  s u r v e y  is c o n s i d e r e d  here.

S u r v e y  c o m p l e t e d  S e p t e m b e r  18, 1971. A p p r o v e d  by B . L . M . ,  N o v e m b e r  

16, 1973. At t h i s  t i m e  I w a s  t o l d  by B . L . M .  to h a v e  g r o u n d  p r e ­
p a r e d  for M i n e r a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  1974 f i e l d  s e a s o n .  T h i s  
c o n s i s t e d  of m a k i n g  c r o s s c u t s  a n d  te s t  h o l e s  f r o m  s u r f a c e  to b e d ­
ro c k  on the 15 c l a i m s  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  T h i s  p r e p a r a t o r y  w o r k  w a s  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  at c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  a n d  e x p e n s e .

1974 - N e a r  e n d  of f i e l d  s e a s o n  B . L . M .  c a n c e l l e d  M i n e r a l  E x a m i n a ­

t i o n ,  r e s c h e d u l e d  it f o r  1975.

1 9 7 5  - A f t e r  s e t t i n g  up E x a m i n a t i o n  d a t e s  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  f i n a l l y  

c a n c e l l e d  out for y e a r  l e a v i n g  me a n o t h e r  y e a r  of e x p e n s e  of 
o p e n i n g  up t h e  g r o u n d .

1 9 7 6  - N e a r  e n d  of s e a s o n  B . L . M .  s e n t  o u t  a m i n e r a l  e x a m i n e r  w h o  
e x a m i n e d  all 15 c l a i m s ,  r e t u r n e d  to A n c h o r a g e  and w r o t e  o u t  his

r e p o r t .



FACT SHEET

In November, 1978 the Secretary of Interior announced to 
Presiuent Carter and publicly that bulldozers in Alaska 
were poised ready to b e gin the destruction of National 
Anticuities and that existing laws and regulations did n o t  
afford them adequate protection.

On December 1, 1978 on the recommendation of the Secretary 
of Interior, the President invoked public order #209 - The 
American Antiquities Preservation Act. This a c t  created 
56 million acres of n e w  National Parks and Monuments in 
Alaska.

On December 8, 1978 the Secretary of Interior approved 4310- 
70-M Title 36 Part 9 of the federal regulations - The Mineral 
Management Comprehensive Regulations for Parks, Forests and 
Public Property. These regulations were placed in effect without 
review or public hearings and without the kno wledge of any 
Alaska Miner.

Caught u p  in the vortex of all this are the small family miners 
of Alaska some of whom have b e e n  digging gold nuggets and dust 
out of Alaska's frozen ear t h  for three generations.

The National Park Service Director for Alaska told the miners 
that valid existing rights to th&ir claims would be honored and 
all the miners had to do was comply with the n e w  Park Service 
regulations. However, the armchair bureaucrats who wrote the 
regulations effecting the livelyhood of all these people created 
rules wfeich are impossible for the miners to comply with.

The miners are required to bubmit an 18 Item plan of operations 
which must be approved b y  the Park Service before they are allowed 
access to their property on valid existing roads w h i c h  they con­
structed and have been u s i n g  for years. The operating plan re­
quires so many additional costs for registered surveys, social, 
economic and environmental studies that the operations cannot 
absorb the costs. Even if a f e w  miners could qualify, the 
regulations reouire a $200,000.00 blanket performance bond. It 
is Impossible for any of the miners to obtain this k i n d  of 
bonding in Alaska. Even if the bonding was available, the 
premium aldhe would exceed the earning power of most of the 
family operations v/here often the teen age boys grow u p  operating 
the equipment every day during the 3 month mining season.

The miners are n o w  in a real quandary. They cannot p l a n  for 
next seasons mining w h i c h  begins in June without breaking the 
laws. If they can't mine, they can't pay their bills and lose 
their livelihoodj If they mine, they face severe penalties 
and possibly could go to JAIL.



OUTLINE OF EVENTS

U.S. Senate held hearings last February 1978 in Anchorage. 

Sierra Club and Department of Interior contended Kantishna 

Mining District needed to be withdrawn to protect caribou. 

Testimony by Will Troyer, USF&WS, State Fish and Game showed 

that Kantishna Mining area is not presently important to 

the Mt. McKinley caribou herd.

November 1978 - Secretary of Interior issued draft environmental 

statement for alternate land decision.

The total statement of 20 volumes was not made available.

Deadline for public comment was too short and there were no

public hearings in Alaska. We requested both.. Interior

furnished draft environmental supplement. We asked that

environmental impact statement address the issues.

Suitable period for study and to list our civil, economic and 

environmental rights which might be denied.

Registered letter was never answered.

December 1, 1978 - President, upon the recommendation of the Secretary 
of Interior, invoked Antiquities °reservation Act.

December 8, 1978 - Sectrary of Interior placed into full effect 4310-70-M 

Title 36. Minerals Management Comprehensive Regulations.

Taken together these actions deny access to every miner and claim

holder. Regulations require an 18 item plan of operation and must

Valid existing rights:

1ivelyhood 
investments 

traditional life­
styles

living standards 

property rights 

access
cost/benefit to the government 

& taxpayers
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OUTLINE OF EVENTS

be approved by the Park Service before mining or access is 

allowed. Operating plan requires so many additional costs 

for registered surveys, social, economic arid environmental studies, 

miners cannot afford the cost or comply. Even if a miner could 

comply, bonding requirements are too expensive, $200,000 blank 

bond.

Park Service is now coming out with interim mining regulations 

but they beg the issues. Is it legal for the Secretary of 

Interior and his agents to deny any of our valid existing rights 

without due process and without proper indemnification?

i



WHEN YOU TOOK ME YOUNG AND TRU ST IN G , 
FROM THE GROWLING RUSS IAN  BEAR,
L O U D  YOU S W O R E  B E F O R E  T H E  NATIONS,
I S H O U L D  H A V E  T H E  E A G L E’S CARE.
N E V E R  Y ET HA S W I N G  O F  E A G L E  
CAST A S H A D O W  ON M Y  PEAKS,
BUT I ' V E  W A T C H E D  T H E  F L I G H T  O F  3 U Z Z A R D S  
A N D  I ' V E  FEL T T H E I R  B U S Y  B E A K S . „ - .

unujue; S A M

S a m  D u n h a m  1899

The wing of the federal eagle is s u r e l y  c a s ting a s h a d o w  on 
A l a s k a ' s  p e a k s  n o w  and we are not only f e eling i t s  b e a k  but those 
of the enviro n m e n t a l i s t s .  The s t a t e  is b e i n g  s m o t h e r e d  b y  a flood 
of federal laws, statues, r e g u l a t i o n s  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  all d e s ign ed 
to eli minate all forms of m i n i n g  a n d  p r o s p e c t i n g .  Wi th the b l e s s i n g  
of P r e s i d e n t  Carter, Sec of I n t e r i o r  C a r l  A n d r u s  p o u r s . i t  on. U r g e d  
by at least a h u n d r e d  d e d i c a t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  in the W h i t e  House, 
Dept of I n t e r i o r  and B ureau of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ,  A n d r u s  p r e a c h e s  
s w e e t  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  to Rep M o r r i s  U dall, C h a i r m a n  of the H ouse 
I n t e r i o r  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  its members.

Again he u r g e s  p a s s a g e  of HR 39 w h i c h  w ould set a s i d e  118 
m i l l i o n  acres to the e x c l u s i o n  o f  m i n e r s  and mining. At least 200 
s m a l l  and s u b s i s t e n c e  m i n e r s  /?*?£. / jo <J£.o p *  *  : at K a n t i s h n a ,
V.'oodchopper, Forty Mile, O p h i r  a n d  B o n a n z a  Hill. For the most part 
they can't comply w i t h  the p h a l a n x  of r e g u l a t i o n s  and are d e n i e d  their 
p r o p e r t y  rights. They are b e i n g  h a r a s s e d  by r e gulatio ns, r e q u i r e d  
to jump through p r o c e d u r a l  hoops, p o s t  bonds, p r e pare i n f i n i t e l y  
cor,.plicated plans of opera t i o n s ,  and e ndure e n d l e s s  o b s t r u c t i o n i s m  
a n d  b u r e a u c r a t i c  delay.

Fresi d e n t  C a r t e r ' s  p r o m i s e  of a p o p u l i s t ,  egal it a r i a n ,  i n f o r m a l  
and o p e r a b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  has t u r n e d  i n t o  a g o v e r n m e n t  o f  i n t o l e r a n t  
z e a lots and bigots, c l o t h e d  in s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  They h a v e  taken 
o v e r  and are fouling the p r o c e s s e s  o f  g overn m e n t .  With v i r t u a l l y  
u n l i m i t e d  financi ng (OPEC ?) they i n c l u d e  the W i l d e r n e s s  Society, 
the S i e r r a  Club, the s o - c a l l e d  A l a s k a  C o a l i t i o n  (with a  $ 6 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  
budget) with s i n g l e  m i n d e d  l o c k u p  vie ws to m a i n t a i n  h u n d r e d s  of 
m i l l i o n s  of acres in A l a s k a  and the o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  in t h e i r  
p r i s t i n e  o r i g i n a l  state. T h e s e  are then d e d i c a t e d  to the few p e o p l e  
w i t h  the time, w e a l t h  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  to v i e w  them.

The p r o s p e r i t y ,  and i n d e e d  the very securi ty and s u r v i v a l  of 
the n a t i o n  is t hreatened . With  a d e f i c i e n c y  i n  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
b a l a n c e  of p a y m e n t s  a p p r o a c h i n g  S100 b i l l i o n  i n  1983, the p i o b a b l e  
loss of Iran's oil, and fiscal d i s a s t e r  due to i n f l a t i o n ,  C a r t e r  
a n d  Andrus are d e t e r m i n e d  to p r e v e n t  A l a s k a ' s  oil a n d  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p­
ment. The A m e r i c a n  M i n i n g  C o n g r e s s  e s t i m a t e s  7 0 %  o f  land rated 
hi g h l y  fav orable for m i n e r a l s  by the US B urea u of M ines wo uld be c l o s e d  
u n d e r  HR 39. T h r e e  major m i n i n g  d i s c o v e r i e s  in S E  A l a s k a  i n c l u d e d  
in  n a t i o n a l  m o n u m e n t s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  made by the P r e s i d e n t  in Dec '78 
a r e  c l osed off by H R  39: Greens C r e e k  gold, s i lv er, zinc and lead
de p o s i t  on A d m i r a l t y  Island; Y a k o b i  d e p o s i t  of I n s p i r a t i o n  Copper, 
u n d e r l a i d  wi th copper, nickel and c obalt  and Q u a r t z  Kill m o l y b d e n u m  
de posit of U.S. Borax. U. S« B o r a x  e s t i m a t e s  m o l y b d e n u m  r e s e r v e s  in 
excess of 700 m i l l i o n  tons, the s e c o n d  l a r ges t ore body of its k i n d  
in the world. The d e p o s i t  e s t i m a t e d  to be worth $7 b i l l i o n  c o u l d  be 
d e v e l o p e d  by the m i d -oOs. T h e r e  i s n ' t  a s i n g l e  m a j o r  m i n e  o p e r a t i n g  
or with a c h ance of o p e r a t i n g  in A l a s k a  u n d e r  the p r e sent a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
T h e  following is a direct quote by Sec A n d r u s  from a higly r e s p o n s i b l e  
source: "I am p u t t i n g  A l a s k a  into w i l d e r n e s s  to s t o p  m i n i n g  there."

AMA Feb 16, 1979



___

by Su san  S ch ie fe lb e in
eagles and falcons ride Ihe winds; below them wander the last great 
herds o f caribou in the Americas. Valleys store oil, gold, and a 
dozen other precious minerals. McKinley, the highest mountain on 
the continent, presides over this domain, its craggy face a testi­
mony to its native name— Dctwli, the Great One. No wonder 
A la skan  n a tiv e s  need o n ly  one iv o rd— g a r-ru n d i— 
to express both *life'  and “land." For here the two are entwined.

Just below the Arctic Ocean, an awesome expanse of earth sweeps 
across five time zones: Alakshak, the great country, the land we 
call Alaska. Its northern lights shimmer over endless stretches of 
ice— one of the glaciers here is larger than all Holland— and yet its 
boundaries also embrace sand dunes and desert and a dense rain 
forest. Its three million lakes and ten thousand streams brim with 
rainbow trout, Arctic grayling, and five kiiuls of salmon. Bald

T h e  N a b c s n a  G l a c u r  in the W r a n g e l l  R a n g e — ' L o l i y i s t s  are s n a t c h i n g  f or s u c h  t o Q d e m r s s  acres a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  s t a s h e d  in a  b i n  at a  r u m m a g e  sale.



o o a y ,  A la s k a  fa c e s  an uncertain future. The time has 
come to dedde how much of its wilderness should be 
commercially exploited and how much should be pre­

set ed— and the dilemma has touched off a national debate. 
The issue first made headlines last year when the House 
passed legislation that would prohibit development on an 
Alaskan landmass the size o f California. Although the bill 
never reached a Senate vote, the fact that congressmen have 
vowed to reintroduce it this session has fueled opponents' 
and proponents' fervor. Lobbyists are snatching for Alaska's 
acres as though they were stashed in a bin at a rummage 
sale— environmentalists want as much land as possible pre­
served and developers want it left open for extracting its re­
sources. Senators have accused colleagues in Congress 
o f sabotaging bills, spreading propaganda, and stooping 
to Watergate tactics; some have even threatened to oust the 
Secretary of the Interior for supporting a conservationist bill. 
In Alaska, a newspaper has suggested that environmentalists 
are in collusion with Arabs in a plot to lock up North Slope 
oil, and a state legislator has proposed that fires be set in the 
national parks.

For the moment, Alaska rests safely, the lands in question 
declared as monuments by President Carter in an effort to 
keep all hands off them until congressmen address the issue 
this year. Influential senators and the President himself say 
the congressional deliberations to come will be tire most sig­
nificant environmental debate of the century; for what legisla­
tors dedde will in large part determine whether Alaska is 
wisely developed and its beauties preserved, or whether 
Lilliputian spedal-intcrest groups will carve this andent giant 
into a crosshatch of land claims, squandering its wealth and 
disfiguring its face for all ages hence.

On one side of the coming debate stand those who cherish 
Alaska for its vast store of wealth— an estimated 12-49 billion 
barrels of oil (the U.S. consumes about 6 billion a year); 29-132 
trillion cubic feet of gas; 130 billion tons of coal; and profitable 
amounts o f 16 of the 18 minerals the Department at Defense 
calls 'critical' to national security. The people who oppose 
such preservation efforts as last year's bill (H.R. 39) want to 
develop such riches to the fullest. Their numbers indude the 
entire Alaskan congressional delegation (Senators Ted Ste­
vens and Mike Gravel, and Representative Don Young); the 
oil, mining, and timber industries; and a great many of the 
Alaskans themselves.

On the other side are those who believe that the unspoiled 
wilderness is itself a prcdous resource that should be pre­
served. Lending spokesmen for this group indude Represen­
tative Morris Udall (D-Arizona), who introduced last year's 
Mouse bill; Representative John Seiberling (D-Ohio), who 
shepherded the bill through tire subcommittee; Secretary of 
the Interior Cedi Andrus, who orchestrated the administra­
tion's monuments declaration; and most conservation 
groups—espedally the Alaska Coalition, which is made up of 
more than two dozen environmental organizations that have 
banded together for the Alaskan wilderness battle. They con­
tend first, that industry has plenty of resources to exploit in 
areas outside the parks they have proposed, on state acreage 
and nonrestricted federal land. They also feel that oil and 
minerals—which, due to the nature of Alaskan ore deposits, 
would almost all require open-pit or strip mining—are not 
always the land's most valuable assets. 'There are those who 
think that the only worth to the land is an extradable re­
source,' says Andrus. 'But some people are willing to con­
sider living resources, To those who say 'oil is where you find 
it.1 I saw caribou are where vou find them, tod And unlike 
the oil, we know exactly where the caribou are.* 
"Unfortunately, the issue is more complicated than even 

these two seemingly deadlocked positions suggest. Tire bill

Caribou— *Magnificent beasts requiring millions c.f acres for feeding.'

introduced last year was crammed with all the details that 
must be considered when a state has not been fully settled— 
or, in Alaska's case, not even fully civilized. Future railway 
lines, provisions for sewer facilities, the rights of those who 
hunt for most of their food, the right of bush planes to pen­
etrate the otherwise impenetrable wilderness— all are causes 
for contention between the developers and the preserva­
tionists. Tire complexities, however, must not obscure the 
fundamental issue: How much of America's last and largest 
wilderness will we sacrifice for present profit, and how much 
can we afford to protect in its natural state?

HE leg isla t iv e  h is t o r y  of the Alaskan lands battle started 
more than a century ago, when the words energy short­
age and environmentalism were not even iivthe common 

vocabulary. In 1867, when Seward purchased his 'fo lly ' from 
the czar, the Russian treaty specified how the United States 
was to heat the 'uncivilized'— that is, the natives who had 
lived in Alaska since their ancestors crossed the Asian land 
bridge—but it never actually discussed the land rights of 
these people. The United Slates followed this lead, assuming 
ownership of a territory despite the fact that its native people, 
unlike the American Indians, had never been conquered, 
bought out, or even conned out of their lands. Native land 
rights were once again ignored when Congress granted 
Alaska statehood in 1958.

When the federal government grants statehood, it gives 
some land to the new state government and keeps some for 
itself with its largest shares being in Nevada (where the United 
States owns 87 percent of the land), Utah (66 percent), and 
Idaho (63 percent). Although Alaska stands fourth in this 
line— will; 60 percenLof its land fi>derally_owned.— its size is 
so awesome that the 'leftovers' given to the state translate 
into a whopping 104 million acres, nearly five times the 
acreage granted to any other state. The state was also granted 
all navigable waters and its coastline, rich with oil and longer 
than the entire coastline of the lower 48 states

These lands, though, were not divvied up all at once. Jhe 
federal government proceeded to pick its acres at leisure, 
setting aside parks and national forests as the need arose. The 
slate was {riven 25 years in which to choose any lands not 
previously rlaimed by the nation. Hoping to acquire land best 
suited for settlement and mineral exploitation, the state also 
made its choices slowly. In the first decade of statehood,

SR 217-79 15
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77ic h s l  f r o n t i e r s m e n — Secretary of the Interior Cecil A n d r u s ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M o r r i s  U d a l l  a n d  J o h n  Seibcrling

Alaska selected only 26 million acres of the 104 million acres 
it had been granted.

Then, in 1968, came the impetus that forced all sides to 
cease their sluggishness on the lands problem. Atlantic 
Richfield struck black gold on the North Slope, some ten 
billion barrels o f it. In short order, the natives, who had been 
claiming an aboriginal right to the entire state, filed suit, and 
a half dozen oil companies realized that the pipeline they had 
r'.anned would trespass across native land if the natives won 
a sizable land settlement. Congress responded by passing '.he 
Native Claims Settlement Act, in 1971, which granted 44 mil­
lion acres and $1 billion to Alaskan natives and, not coinci­
dentally, cleared the way for the pipeline.
ra  t  THIS point, one more group joined Ihe now bur­
i n  geoning cast o f characters in the play for Alaskan 

t i t  - land. Environmentalists eyed the huge statehood 
gr. tt, the huge native grant, and the huge corporate oii and 
mineral claims, and they began to fear that Alaska's wilder­
ness would be exploited without forethought, that scenic val­
ues would be destroyed in the rush to make the last frontier 
our next Detroit.

To allay environmentalist fears, Congress included a spe­
cial section— '17D(Z)'— in the Native Claims Act that was in­
tended to give some order to the confusion of land grabs. The 
section required that Congress examine up to 80 million acres 
of Alaska's lands for inclusion in the nation's park system. 
Section D2 had one hitch: Its temporary freeze preventing 
the state from claiming the rest of its land would end on 
December 18,1978; if Congress was going to preserve any of 
the lands permanently, it would have to act before then.

D2 created an uproar. The fury in the state was only par­
tially caused by the number of acres set aside; with or without 
D2, after all, the federal government would eventually own 
60 percent of the state. Alaskans fumed instead over what .he 
government was planning to do with those lands.

Unowned land in Alaska has always been overseen by the 
federal government; but it has been overseen with very little 
restriction by the Bureau of Land Management, an agency so 
pro-industry that Andrus has labeled it the 'Bureau of Live­
stock and Mining.* BLM land is open to tire public for log­
ging, road-bu ild ing , hunting, mining, fishing, cattle 
grazing, and hydroelectric development. One of t ie four 
federal ownership classifications, national forest, is .so open 
to 'multi use'— an official euphemism, some say tor multi­
abuse. At the time of D2, the BLM and the Forest Service 
managed 90 percent of Alaska.

The reason why state and development interests found D2

'Alaskans feel that they can dance 
around a bonfire refusing conservation and 

the issue will go away/ says Udall. 
It won't; he is reintroducing 

a bill this year.
troublesome was that the 80 million acres set aside were to be 
considered for inclusion in the three ether, more restrictive 
classifications— wild and scenic river; wildlife habitat; and na­
tional park— in which almost no development can take place. 
Any of Ih rsc classifications can be made still moie restrictive 
by giving them a 'wilderness overlay," wlrich prohibits even 
the building of roads and permanent structures.

Thus the pro-development interests were especially out­
raged when, early in 1977, Congressman Udall introduced 
H.R. 39, which was even stricter then the authors of D2 had 
envisioned. The bill put aside 121 million acres in the strict 
classifications, about half o f which were also given a wilder­
ness overlay. The legislation passed the House.

But when the bill reached the Senate, it hit a snag. A l­
though the House had reviewed the bill thoroughly and con­
ducted thousands of hearings, industry sympathizers felt 
they had not had their day in court.

While Udall claimed that 70 percent of Alaska’s mineral 
wealth lay outside his proposed parks, as well as 95.5 percent 
of the favorable oil and gas deposits and all of the coal, de­
velopers saw the statistics differently. They contended that 
wlule wosl of the deposits were outside boundaries, they felt 
the best ones were inside. Worse, they said, Udall’s estimates 
were based only on known deposits—and Alaska has not yet 
been fully explored.

Udall, of course, had an answer for those objections: *lf 
you want a final resource analysis,' he said, 'drill up the 
whole state. We didn't know everything there was to know 
about the Grand Canyon, either, but we knew enough to be 
justified in setting it aside.' Seibcrling, for his part, felt that 
the problem had little to do with whether most resources 
were outside proposed parks. "The problem,' he said, 'is that 
developers don't want 95 percent of the resources; they want 
them all. The selfishness of the industries involved in tlus 
issue would blow your mind.'

Andrus also argued against the industry lobby. To those 
developers who claimed that preservation would devastate 
Alaska's economy, he printed out that southeast Alaska's 
biggest employer; the fishing industry, would stand only to 
benefit if streams and spawning beds were protected; and he
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B o o m l a i m  t r i u m v i r a t e — ALiska's R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a n  Y o u n g ,  S e n a t o r s  M i k e  G r a v e l  a n d  T e d  S t e v e n s

Stevens has pledged that 
if an environmental bill passes, 

he will in the future use his Senate vote 
for revenge. 'I don't get mad any more/ 

he says; 'I get even/
emphasized that Alaska's tourism— which is expected to bur­
geon if a bill passes— brought in $150 million just last year. 
And as for the industry claim that an area the size of Califor­
nia was being 'locked up' in parks, Andrus pointed out that 
the land left open to exploitation would be twice the size of 
California, Finally, Andrus stressed, preserves could be 
opened for exploitation in the future if the need arises.

But the bill’s opponents found postponed extraction almost 
as objectionable as no extraction. Said Alaskan Congressman 
Don Young: 'What will happen if there's a war or a world 
shortage of resources? They'll go in and tear up the wilder­
ness for copper and bauxite. There will be no controls and 
they will destroy the fish and pollute the air. A bill like H.R. 
39 could be the worst environmental bill in history.'

Environmentalists, however, were not worried by Young's 
dire predictions; nor, for that matter, was the administra­
tion— which, represented by Interior Secretary Andrus, had 
submitted a lands proposal that was very much in the con­
servationist spirit o f H.R. 39. Nevertheless, in the end, the 
string of haphazard events that surrounded the bill's Senate 
stay led to a far different conclusion than Udall, Seibcrling, or 
Andrus had hoped for. First, Alaskan Senator Mike Gravel 
threatened to filibuster any Alaskan lands bill that was 
brought to the Senate floor. He even arrived at the Senate one 
day prepared to read the entire two-volume biography of 
Gerald Ford, boasting to the press that he could 'bring tire 
Senate to its knees on the subject.' He did not attend any of 
the subcommittee meetings at which the Senate bill was 
drafted. Despite the antipathy o f some Senators and heckling 
in the press (which has been a thorn in his side ever since he 
nominated himself for Vice President in 1972 and, on another 
occasion, proposed that a domed metropolis be built at the 
base of Mt. McKinley), he stood firm on his filibuster plan. 
'Where the survival o f the state of Alaska is at stake, 1 feel 
morally justified.' His popularity in Alaska soared.

Alaska's Republican Senator, Ted Stevens— the minority 
whip, who was recently critically injured in a plane crash— 
did push the bill along, despite the fact that he considered 
H.R. 39 'an abortion' and Congressman John Seiberling a 
'dilettante.' He readily admitted that his eagerness to pass a

bill stemmed only from the fact that Andrus had publicly 
warned that the administration would declare the land as 
monuments if Congress failed to meet its December dead­
line. Stevens thus attended virtually every meeting of the 
Senate Interior Committee, although some observers say that 
his bickering did more to delay the bill than to push it for­
ward. F.ditorialists went so far as to say that the great con­
servation record of Senator Henry Jackson, who chaired live 
committee, was in danger of being shattered, so amenable 
was he to Stevens's suggestions. The bill that finally was re­
ported was considered, by some, to be a chaotic mess of land 
divisions. Seiberling described the Senate plan as 'unaccepta­
ble.' Andrus called it “less than desirable.' No compromise 
was made, and the bill was never brought to a vole.

The lands proposal did not evaporate in total ignominy, 
however, lire  President, as Andrus had urged him, declared 
some 56 million acres as national monuments— which gives 
them virtually the same protection as parks. And Andrus has 
used his own power to set an additional 50 million acres aside 
for three years, making them ineligible for stale, native, and 
mining claims. Both actions are revocable by Congress— 
which is exactly what Andnis had intended: 'I am not super­
imposing my personal beliefs over Congress. But on Decem­
ber 18, the land would have been unprotected, and I wasn't 
going to let the rape, ruin, and run hoys exploit it before 
Congress could act again,'

However temporary these designations may bo, they do 
not suit the state. Alaskan Congressman Young insisted— in 
a flood of angry comments about 'bearded backpackers' and 
environmental 'zee-lotts'— that the state was being subjected 
to colonial mle from Washington. 'We'll do something,' he 
said. 'We'll get rid of the Secretary of the Interior in two 
years.' Gravel called the executive declaration an 'abuse of 
power* by which he is 'horrified.' And while Stevens at least 
prefers the President's action to a bill as strong as H.R. 39— he 
says he can undo what the President does, but not what 
Congress legislates— he promised that if an environmental 
bill ever does pass, he would use his Senate vote as a mecha­
nism for revenge. 'I don't get mad anymore,' he said; 'I get 
even. The rest of the country would never get over it.'

Ke i t h e r  U d a l i .  n o r  Seiberling is worried about ,the 
Alaska delegation's accusations o r  their tactical plans 
for the coming years. Both hope to reintroduce a pro­
posal this session. "There is a feeling in Alaska,' Udall re­
flected recently, "that they can dance around a bonfire 

refusing to accept any land conservation proposal and the 
whole thing will go away. But every major land bill of this
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kind has taken more than one Congress. I worked m y  tail off 
for eight years on the strip-mining bill; so be it with this one.

'And I want tickets to next year's filibuster;* he concluded 
serenely. 'Because it's going to have to last 20 months. We'll 
see if Senator Gravel can succeed in tying up the Senate that 
long for his selfish reason.'
n n o w E V E R  h e x t e d  th e  d eb a te s , the is s u e  lo o k s  a bit cu t-

mand-dried in the colorless corridors of Washington. 
Maps, statistical graphs, and postcard-pretty photos lie 
piled on desk tops, and it seems that one need only look at 
the figures objectively to make a cold but rational decision. 

While bureaucrats draw their boundaries across government 
mapsTthe concept ot sacriticmg~ profits to preserve birds, 
glaciers, and caribou seems like silly sentimentality.

But it isn't that way at all when viewed horn the heights of 
a mountain in Alaska, where the wilderness stretches out 
before you to eternity. The most frustrating experience in a 
visit to Alaska, in fact, is the difficulty one has c'-'orbing its 
magnificence. The land is more than primitive; it is primor­
dial, one o f the last comers of earth that remains the way it 
was in the days before man was even created. Every time the 
eye moves it comes upon another spectacle. The pageantry of 
the landscape, brilliantly colorful in the clear air— the awe­
someness o f the distances and heights—are so overwhelm­
ing that one has the desperate impulse to wear blinders so 
that the beauties can be appreciated one by one.

Which o f these panoramas have created the deadlocks in 
land derisions? One of the areas most bitterly disputed is 
the Arctic National Wildlife range, /.oout 60 miles east of 
Prudhoe Bay, the area overlies the eastward extension of the 
geologic structure now producing the prodigious amounts of 
North Slope oil. Energy czar James Schlesinger's staff claims 
that the area is one of the largest potential onshore petroleum 
fields in America.

But this range is also tlie winter home of the great, gallop 
ing Porcupine caribou herd. Each year 120,000 of these mag­
nificent beasts migrate between the Arctic Wildlife range and 
its extension in Canada—a distance equivalent to a round trip 
between Washington, D.C. and Chicago—requiring millions 
of acres for feeding on the tundra's sparse vegetation. The 
Canadians, hopeful that Americans would share in the re­
sponsibility of guarding the herd, have already prohibited a 
gas pipeline across their share of the grounds, knowing that

T h e  A U . ' J u  pipeline—  W i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c a m e  theft, larceny, jrmstitution.

some 250,000 animals in the only other arctic herd have died 
in the past seven years, a loss that some zoologists say was 
caused in part by the construction of the Alaskan pipeline.

The Tongass rain forest in southeast Alaska is another leg­
islative battleground. The region erupts with dark mountains 
that loom from fjords whose silver waters serve as reflecting 
pools for the rugged terrain at their edges. One o f the first 
areas settled by Caucasians, the land is dotted with historic 
remains of the early Indian cultures, the Russian period, and 
the Klondike gold rush. Environmentalists say these lands 
should not serve as an open pit for copper-miners who wish 
to extract a mineral that is already a drag on the market.

The Noatak River has posed another conflict. The river 
drains the largest undeveloped and unpolluted watershed in 
the nation; the United Nations has declared it an Interna­
tional Biome Reserve—a river qualified to give scientists the 
opportunity to study a water system that is entirely un­
touched by man. If one stream feeding into it becomes po l­
luted, the reserve's worth to scientists disappears.

The remaining conflicts are too extensive to catalog here, 
but descriptions of the areas in question read like letters from 
Shangri-la. They include the Yukon Delta, which is the 
breeding ground for most of the swans, ducks, geese, and 
other waterfowl that eventually migrate throughout North 
America; the Wrangells, the most expansive stretch of gladers 
in the nation; and the Gates of the Arctic, awesome, nee- 
dlclike granite peaks that stand at the doorway to the Yukon.

But in the end, oil and minerals, caribou and eagles, moun­
tains and glaciers and tundra are really not the most impor­
tant considerations in the Alaska issue. More important is the 
effect the decision will have on the people involved -in  
Alaska and the nation, now and in the future.

How do Americans feel? O f the 2,000 individuals who tes­
tified on H.R. 39— a greater number of people than has testi­
fied on any legislation since the tivil-rights bill of 1964— the 
overwhelming majority supported conservation of Alaska, 
with an intensity that, as John Seibcrling described it, was 
stunningly philosophic, sometimes almost biblical.

But despite the fact that testifiers came from all age-groups 
and hundreds of occupations, many Alaskans dismiss the 
outcome of the hearings, due mostly to their conviction that 
anyone who wou’.J support conservation in Alaska must be a 
bearded beiry-pickcr— that old hippies never died, they just 
faded into environmentalists.

One might think that Alaskans—the people who have ac­
tually seen the wilderness—would be the first to protect it 
from developers. Not so. While they appreciate the scenic 
beauties of the bush, many residents came to Alaska to share 
in the singular experience of building a state. Despite the low 
ratio of people to land— the population of the city of Buffalo, 
living in a slate twice the size of Texas— most Alaskans live in 
towns. And the atmosphere in those towns is fiercely inde­
pendent; they want 'o do tilings on their own—construct 
more roads, more ra il., more buildings—conquer the wilder­
ness. Anchorage is a displaced boornlovvn from the Old 
West, complete with aloons that still erupt with brawls.

Contributing to this frontier spirit is the fact that Alaskan 
towns must be self-sufficient; they are cut off not only from 
the rest of the nation but from each other as well. Only 3,062 
miles of road have been paved in the entire state—17 percent 
of the paved mileage of Connecticut. Three-quarters o f the 
post offices can be reached only by air. T*H»nngers don't ask to 
use the family car— they want tire family Uish-plane.

As a result of this isolation, a camaraderie has grown up 
among Alaskans, a 'them against us' spirit reflected even in 
the everyday speech. The rest of the country is referred to as 
'the lower 48" or 'the United States.' A non-Alaskan— 
whether from Chicago or Tokyo— is an 'outsider.' When the
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telephone company finally managed, in (he no(-so-distant 
past, to bypass operator assistance in calls from Alaska to the 
rest of the nation, newspaper ads read, *Now you can dial 
America direct.' Alaskan humor, too, is touched by the same 
sort o f independent spirit. A favorite Klondike prank entails 
covering hard moose droppings with gold paint, their send­
ing the package o ff to outsiders as a gift of 'gold nuggets.' 
i As the prank suggests, Alaskans tend to think of outsiders 

as ignorant when it comes to tire Alaskan lifestyle—and they 
resent what they consider to be an 'uneducated' intrusion 
into their state. TVe voted for statehood because we thought 
we'd get some rights and not be run out of Washington like 
we were a territory,' says John Miscovich, a gpld-miner at Flat 
who is planning a 25-square-mile open-pit mine with four 
major corporations. Miscovich adds that environmentalists 
he has spoken to are 'sly foxes who can't be trusted'; and as 
for their precautions— well, if his claims were on federal 
gTound, he'd have to be replanting his exploration sites 'so 
some moose wouldn't trip over them.' Walter Magnusen, 
another rough-hewn miner, who once found a single nugget 
worth 5400,000, claims, There are already lands set aside for

Fairbanks now has the singular distinction 
of being the most polluted city in the 

United States.

birds. It’s okay to draw those section lines as long as they 
show the birds where the boundaries are.'

There are Alaskans, of course, who think differently. One 
poll, for example, revealed that 61 percent of the people ques­
tioned supported a 'wilderness concept.' Says gold miner 
John Fullerton, *1 don't think preservation of some lands 
would be so bad, but I hesitate to say anything. I'm always 
looking over my shoulder to see who is coming into the 
room ." H is comment underlined a remark Udall once 
made—'You're not part of Anchorage society if you support 
a preservationist bill.'

That society is led, as well as recorded, by the Anchorage 
Times, the most widely read paper in the state. The limes is 
flamboyantly antipreservationist, and its editorial philosophy 
frequently slips off the opinion pages and into the headlines, 
a habit that may at least partially explain why many Alaskans 
are so misinformed about last year's legislation. John Seiber­
ling, for example, describes a press conference arranged for 
him when he went to Anchorage to conduct hearings last 
year. The Anchorage limes reporter wasn't there, but after­
ward, he approached Seiberling, apologized for being late, 
and proceeded to ask the congressman if it were true that he 
wasn't interested in the opinion of Alaskans. Seiberling says 
he answered, ' If all we were doing was taking a poll o f Amer­
icans, 400,000 Alaskans wouldn't count for much next to the 
population of the rest of the nation. Hut it's obvious that we're 
interested in Alaskans by the very fact that I'm here in An­
chorage to conduct hearings.' 1110 next day the Times head­
line read: 400,000 Alaskans Don't Count.

II one wonders how Alaskans could be influenced by such 
distortions of fact, it is all the more puzzling to discover that the 
truth about the biggest development project yet to hit the 
state— (he construction of the Alaskan pipeline—has been all 
but forgotten. That story may hold the key to the issues 
surrounding the great Alaskan lands lockup.

On September 10, 1969, Alaska opened bidding to North 
Slope oil land; by the end of the day the stale had taken in nearly 
SI billion in cash. Construction of a pipeline started a few years 
later. Personal income in Alaska rose quickly by 20 percent; 
unemployment went down by 3 percent. The field is capable of

producing some 10,000 barrels of oil a day, compared to the 
average !1 barrels pumped by a well in the lower 48, and the oil is 
now gushing to West Coast buyers. It would appear that 
everyone has what he wanted.

But what happened to the state in the years o f pipeline 
construction? In 1974, the year that pipeline work began— three 
years before any oil was piped— construction workers were 
responsible forl77spills. Creeks were filled with mudslides. In 
one 'incident,' on a day when government environmental 
supervisors were off duty, pipeline workers rechanneled 2,300 
feet of the Dietrich River to make room for a road. When the 
federal overseers returned, they were shocked to find a river 
that suddenly had an 'appalling resemblance' to a ditch. T h e  
new channel,' their report read, 'is straight and fishless; 
destruction is total and permanent.' One supervisor added, 
These guys are in a huny. They have a lot more money than 
they do time.'
S n d u s tk v , h o w e v e r , claims that it spent most o f  that mon­

ey— millions of dollars— protecting, not destroying, the 
Alaskan environment. But no sum they could spend could 

change the pipeline's effects on the Alaskan people.
Shortly after construction was begun, 16,OCX) workers de­

scended on a state that at the time was prepared to support only 
its200,000residents. Alaska was hilby the worst inflation in the 
nation. Auto theft, larceny, juvenile arrests, and prostitution 
soared. In Fairbanks, which served as headquarters for pipeline 
employees, 8,000 more vehicles were registered in 1974 than 
the year before; and concurrently, inhabitants' blood levels 
of toxic exhaust substances rose to nearly twice the amount 
the federal government says is safe. Today, ice fog— the frozen 
version of smog—is getting dangerously severe as pollution 
intensifies. Fairbanks, which now produces 10 times more 
pollution per capita than Los Angeles, has gained the singular 
distinction of being the most polluted city in the nation. All to 
exploit an oilfield that will be dry in 25 years.

The experience is a sobering one; and it is difficult to under­
stand why so many Alaskans have already forgotten it. 'Every 
Alaskan should be taken on a tour of Appalachia,' says John 
Seiberling. Tt still stands as the great symbol for what happens 
when an industry comes into an area, uses it, abuses it, then 
leaves it. Appalachia is the symbol of poverty. We don't want to 
repeat that error in Alaska.'

Some Alaskans have accused preservationist congressmen of 
trying to pay for past environmental sins with Alaskan pen­
ance. It may not be a bad idea. 'Suppose that a century ago,' 
says Udall, 'Abe Lincoln sent you West, that he said, 'Go, bring 
me 100 million acres to preserve.' What would you have picked? 
Jackson Hole? The Grand Tetons? All o f Arizona? Before they 
burned the land, before they chopped the timber? What would 
you pick if you could turn the clock back, see the tall grasses 
blowing on the prairies in Kansas; see the Rockies looming; see 
the land the way God made it? If we save partsof Alaska, people 
can have that experience.'

As Udatl's vision and the pipeline debacle suggest, there are 
deeper questions at the heart of the Alaskan problem than how 
much land to develop and how much to preserve. First, what is 
irogrcss? If it is a studied march toward a mechanized, profita­
ble, but undesirable and uninhabitable world, some of us may 

wish to fall out of the parade. And even more important, to 
whom does Alaska belong? Is it the property of the people who 
live there? Is it the property of industries lhatpay taxes on the 
resources they withdraw? Is it the property of the stale, of the 
nation? Or is it a property that belongs to the past and should be 
willed to the future? Perhaps the Anchorage Times headline 
wasn't all wrong. Perhaps 46X3,000 Alaskans don't count— not 
any more than the rest of us, not any more than the generations 
who will follow us.®
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Now, I want to subm it two thoughts in th is regard. N o . one, 
the— there is a need, th is is a policy question, bu t it relates directly 
to the resource issue, there is a need to delineate the proper use or 
nonuse, noncommodity use. o f the fish and wildlife resource from  
the use or nonuse of the m ineral commodities. There is no present 
classification in the Congress that does th at. W hat the adm inistra­
tion and the A laska Coalition have proposed is that the national 
preserve concept be used for essentially creating national parks 
with hunting, in ether words, that *a N ation a l P ark  Service area 
would be preserved in its natural state, w ith no commodity extract­
ed uses other than-existing rights, open to recreational as well as 
subsistence hunting.

M r. H a r v e y . Tha t concept does exist and there are  preserves 
now.

M r. G o r d o n . B u t they're open to oil extraction . But the preserve 
concept, as it now- is applied and as th e House subcomm ittee wants 
to continue to apply it, it would say that in the preserve, you can 
mine and you can hunt. In the park , you can 't m ine and you can ’t 
hunt. W ha t I'm suggesting, and this is the best illustration  o f it in 
the State o f A laska , you need to do a helluva lot more refined 
planning, and let me give the example. The Kan tishna H ills  area is 
a m ineralized zone. One can debate on how im portan t it is. I f  the 
tradeoff is to be made, I don ’t support this, that continued m ineral 
entry is to be allowed in that area , O K . L e t’s set up th a t preserve, 
that particu lar segment o f national preserve, to be open to  contin­
ued m ineral entry, but closed to all hunting, because th e— practi­
cally the sole purpose for the northern extension is as one o f the 
five m ajor sanctuaries, m ajor no hunting zones in the State . If you 
have the Kan tishna H ills open to hunting, you defeat the whole 
purpose o f adding it to the park.

The second concept, and here 1 am speaking for myself, not the 
Alaska Coalition , in the westernmost portion o f th is area, you have 
probably the best wildlife productive hab ita t, the best fu r bearer 
population. It is near an area which is locally used for trapping  
and wildlife subsistence, but not legally subsistence hunting. I 
would argue— the Coalition disagrees, th a t in th a t immediate area, 
th is is along the northwestern fringe, the area should stay in the 
park complex, it should be preserved. I don ’t th ink there ’s any 
disagreement about preserving that habitat. B u t in consideration o f 
the local needs, I would suggest th a t th a t area, that fringe, I ’m not 
talking about very many townships, be preserved, open to hunting, 
bu t closed to m ineral entry. So I ’m suggesting to you th a t the 
House has done an insane job  of planning. If you ’re going to make 
the tradeoff, m ake the tradeoff to fit the need. Thank you.

M r. H a r v e y . Thank you. A ll right. W e ’re going to  ad journ  until 
2 o'clock.

The comm ittee reconvened at 2 p.m.]
M r. H a r v e y .  The workshop will come to order. W e were in the 

course o f discussion o f the wildlife values of the ’ M cK in ley  area. 
There's been considerable discussion. Does anyone have anything  
to add? Yes, sir?

M r. T r o y e r . I ’m W ill T royer, N ational Park Sendee. I am  a 
wildlife biologist, and I mentioned that I had some maps o f  the 
movement o f the M cK in ley caribou herd , which I have up there
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now, and I'd like to m ake a presentation o f them , i f  I may. I th ink  
I ’d probably better come forward to do th at. O K . The information  
I ’m presenting here today is based on the last 2 years o f research 
study th a t we have done on the M cK in ley  caribou herd . The M c­
K in ley caribou herd , o f course, is one o f the m a jo r herds in A laska, 
and like a lot o f the other herds in th is area , has had a drastic 
decline. In the forties, we had 20,000 to 30,000 anim als, depending 
on who you were speaking to, and we probab ly don ’t have over 
about 1,200 left today. But I ’d like to, in general, kind o f point out 
the general movement pattern of these an im als as we know it 
today, where their, m ajor calving areas are and so forth. This 
particu lar m ap here is the major calving areas that were used in 
the last 2 years and usually the calving areas and the post calving 
aggregation areas are pretty trad itional, and these have probably 
been in use for a good many years. The most im portan t area is the 
so-called stampede area, which basically lies between the Tok lat 
River and the Sushana River, and from the foothills out ju s t past 
the Stampede Road.

The south side, what we call the Cantwell area , includes some o f 
the mountains and lays out and includes the Dunkel H ills area 
over to the Cantwell Creek. Last year, we didn’t detect any ca lv in g - 
east of the west fork of the Chulitna River, bu t th is year we did. 
That's why this little black area is added. Basically , what happens _ 
here, in about the first week in M ay, caribou move over these 
passes here, the ones that are going to calve in th is area, and a 
portion o f the herd calves here, the rest o f them — some of them  are 
already w intering in this area and calve in here and once they're 
through calving, by early June, then they also come through these 
passes and move— there ’s two m ajor passes going from the Tetlan- 
ika over, some o f these are almost 13,000 feet high , but they a ll— tha 
cows 2 nd calves, after calving, concentrate in th is area for a  period 
of time. The ones that get over there and calve in the beginning 
there, from the first o f May, and the rest get over there in early 
June and then they slay in this area until about Ju ly  the 15th and 
move back ou t over the mountains then move ou t along the road 
and that's when you hear about the m igrations th a t the tourists all 
look for.

And then what I have here is the Ju ly , August, September, and 
Octcber uses o f the area, and as you can see, the last 2 years, the 
basic— this year's pattern was basically the same as last year. They 
stay within the park boundaries here, and then both last year—  
and 1 should say th at th is— these movements are based on visual 
observation as well as radioed caribou. W e had 16 radioed caribou, 
which allowed us to follow the herds on .th is , so I felt we got a 
pretty good information on the total herd, because our radios were 
distributed well w ithin the total population . In Novem ber of both 
the last 2 years, they split right here- at W onder Lake. The herd 
concentrated here in October, early November. About two-thirds of 
the herd went over into this area in the north , along the north  
boundary, and last year they wintered primarily south o f the S tam ­
pede Road in the Sushana H ills and so forth. Th is winter, th is 
group is w intering prim arily north of the Stampede Road, and I'm  
not sure what you call these hills in here, but in th a t hilly region 
in there. The ones to the west were again about a th ird of the
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population , both last year and this year are wintering in this area 
here. T h e re ’s a small group that's w intering around Bearpaw  
Creek here in the Kan tishna H ills.

N ow , there has been some movement through these hills here, 
but it ’s prim arily  going from this area to that, although during the 
calving season, there were some in here. Th is is actua lly  a small 
calving area. It's not near as im portant as these two. B u t I ’d like to 
emphasize here th a t as far as the caribou population goes, these 
two areas are the critical areas, the calving areas and the postag- 
gregate calving concentration areas. I would be the first to  point 
ou t th a t as fa r a s ‘their wintering ranges are, they won't necessar­
ily continue to follow this. H istorical information and past observa­
tion indicates sometimes—and like C lark  Engle indicated this 
morning, they move out to the westward here and it's also been 
known that they ’ve been going up as far as M inchum ina Lake . ’.Ve 
haven ’t detected that in the last year, none o f our radioed caribou 
have been up there, but probably small groups have moved. I ’m 
talking about the herd that's followed th is pattern in the last few 
years. And also in talking about caribou populations, usually when 
a herd is large, then they expand the ir boundary uses and I would 
guess th a t then they would probably tend to more likely go out 
toward M inchum ina Lake and so forth . When they’re sm all, of 
course, th e ir movements usually a ren ’t quite as far. This area here,
I suspect that when the herding is large ; that's a very confined 
area, th a t possibly they may expand that and go fu rther south . I 
don’t know. W e don't really have any records th a t indicate for sure 
that th a t ’s the case, because the N elch ina caribou herd is ju s t , 
across the way and there may be some interm ixing in there, and 
there’s no doubt about probably .some in term ixing ou t th is way, 
too, amongst some other populations in the w intertime. B u t J 
wanted to emphasize these two areas on this.

M r. B e v in e t t o . W hat caused the decline o f  th e  caribou herds?
M r. GonuoN . I don't th ink anybody knows what caused the de­

cline and I ’d like to point out here, because I ’m sure some o f the 
hunter people are going to jum p on me about that. I don ’t  feel it 
was the hunting that caused th is decline. I th ink it ’s a combination  
o f natural factors. T here ’s very little hunting pressure been on this 
herd, as near as we can tell. There is. as somebody pointed ou t, a 
little bit o f hunting out here in the Kan tishna H ills , bu t it’s been 
minor, considering the total population of the he iu  and possibly up 
around M inchum ina and out to the westward, but as near as we 
can tell, hunting wasn't a big factor in this decline. Caribou popu­
lations, as a whole, do fluctuate somewhat over a long period of 
time and some biologists try to— and people say, well, it ’s wolves, 
i t ’s range, it ’s m igration from one herd to the other and it ’s—you 
know, various factors I believe it’s a combination o f factors and we 
don't understand the entire reasons benind these declines a t the 
present time. So I ’m not blam ing it on the hunting. T h a t ’s about 
the only thing I have to say on the caribou, unless somebody else 
has some questions on it.

Mr. H ahvey. T hank you very much. Does anyone else have any 
comments on th e  wildlife? Yes, sir?

Mr. B i s h o p . I ’d like to use the board, if I may, also.
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be considered also. I think that although this may seem periferal to 
wildlife management, there should be a general curtailment of 
mining within the north extension. Otherwise, I think this will 
tend to have a great effect on wildlife habitat and on what could 
happen to the integrity of the wildlife habitat, as well as the scenic 
habitat that we’ve already discussed. And that's really ail I have to 
say right now. Thank you.

Mr. Harvey. Thank you. Any other comments? All right.
Mr. A n t h o n y . Someone from State Fish and Game?
Mr. B is h o p . Yes.
Mr. A n t h o n y .  H o w  many caribou were killed in  the Kantishna 

area this past year?
Mr. B is h o p . This past season, I  don’t have the figures for. Last 

•ear, I believe it was about five or so.
Mr. A n t h o n y .  The year before?
Mr. B ishop. Oh, I don't recall, but-------
Mr. A nthony. L ast y ea r i t  was low?
Mr. B is h o p . I’m speaking o f— let's see, last year was '76.
Mr. A n t h o n y .  So it was the year before?
Mr. B is h o p . It was five the year before that.
M r. A n t h o n y . 1975?
Mr. B is h o p . That is the last year it was open, yes. I  don’t have 

anything to show when it was closed.
M r. B is h o p . M r name is D ick Bishop. I'm  with the Departm ent of 

Fish and Game in Fairbanks. The north  extension o f M cK in ley  
Park falls in Region Three o f our adm inistrative regions for the 
Department o f Fish and Game and my position is Regional Super­
visor for that region. Some comments I ’ll make v.ill be based on the 
information that the Departm ent has, my own experience living a 
couple o f years at Lake M inchum ina, and the results o f a subsist­
ence use study sponsored by the Parks Service and done by the 
University of A laska, on which I worked in this area last vear.

I ’d like to add a little historical perspective, because I th ink it's 
important in the consideration of the wildlife and its hab ita t here, 
and that is that there ’s archeological and anthropological evidence 
that people existed in this area for thousands of years prior to the 
advent o f white use. There have been people in this area for 
roughly 70 years, that is, white people, and there have been resi­
dents in the M inchum ina area and various other localities here, 
principally in relation to gold seeking, since the early 1900’s. A t 
Minchum ina, the first permanent settler was about 1914, and there 
have been people there permanently and in varying numbers since 
that time. By and large, the Native population has shifted from  
there, due to various reasons which 1 don’t fully understand, but 
they include m igration and disease. So it ’s principally, at this time, 
a white settlement.

To the w estjjics Telida, 14 miles off this map, and as you can see 
from th ese lin es here, they do use this area and have in the past. 
Most o f these lines represent trap line trails and they have existed 
for various lengths o f time. Many o f them  since around 1914. The  
bulk of them were developed in the 1920’s when trapping, as an 
accessor)' to, in some such cases in place o f prospecting, was very 
active. Many o f these same lines have been used until the present 
time, but by a succession o f people.

3EC0287S0 0047(01)





Kantishna Miners Association
President: JIMMIE DALE 

Secretary Treasurer: JOHN McCLAIN 
2605  East 50th , No. 1 • Anchorage, Alaska 9 9507  

907 -349 -4219

We Kantishna Miners cone to you with heavy hearts, for we have pondered 
long before coming to you and requesting that you help us to obtain a grand 
jury investigation of the deeds and actions of the U.S. Secretary of Interior 
and his agents. This is not a proud day in our lives, but it is a solem and 
profound duty born from an injustice which threatens to make law breakers 
out of honest citizens.

All our lives we have tried to comply with the maximum intent of the law 
but when laws have been distorted by p*eople in high office until the intent 
is clearly to deny us the rights of citizenship it is time to ask who should 
be charged the victims or the victiraizers.

Most of you are aware that the U.S. Secretary of Interior publicly stated 
late last fall that in mid-winter the bulldozers in Alaska would be destroy­
ing national treasures. You r "  know it wasn't true. The Secretary of Interior 
proceeded to issue "Alternative Adminisrative actions for Alaska National 
Intrest Lands." We requested a copy of the draft environmental impact state­
ment and were informed that the entire statement consisted of 20 aid volumes 
which could not be furnished. Instead we were given a cory of the draft en­
vironmental supplement, a totally inadequate document. It did not address 
the isues of ir.vironmental impact upon the people and lands involved.

In a letter to the Sec. w£ begged the Sec. to address the issue of our 
livlihoods and investments. The effects upon our traditional lifestyles, our 
families, our moral values and living standards. Our registered letter was 
never answered.

On Dec. 1st upon the recomendation of Sec. Andrus President Carter
invoked Public Order No.209, The Alaska Intiquities Preservation Act. Thi3 
act as you know created 56/Ejillion acres of 10 new national parks and monu­
ments, including Denali National Monument which enveloped the Kantishna Mining 
Distric. Seven day3 later the Sec. of Interior issued 4310-70-M Title 36 
The Minerals Management Comprehensive on Dec. 8, 1978. Copies of these reg­
ulations were not available in Alaska to miners until after they were promulated. 
These regulations place so many obsticles in the way of mining and access that 
no Kantishna miner with valid existing rights can comply. With total dis­
regard for valid existing rights the Sec. prodeeded to deny miners access 
to these claims by requiring an aproved plan of operations as a pre-request 
for access. This wa3 done with total disregard for valid existing property
rights and valid existing access. It even includes fee simple land inside
or outside the monument.

Tho approved plan of ope-ation requires thousands of dollars in additional 
expense for surveys studies of social economic and environmental impacts and 
other iten3.

Even if we could afford the cost they then require an expensive bond for us 
to nine on our own property. The blank bond is 200,000. I'm just a small 
miner I have four kids and I owe on more than 100 thousand dollars worth of 
equipment, I need to prepare for the mining season right now and I need to
start mining as early in May as I can.

If the Park Service doesn't allow me to earn my livlihood I'm going to try 
to go to my ground and they could ei'hor fine me or arrest me. I want you to 
send House Joint Resolution Nc, 22 to the Grand Jury as soon as possible 
and lot them decide if I should be arrested or Cecil Andrus indicted.

I



SKantishrca Miners Association
P re s id en t :  J IM M IE  DALE 

S e c r e t a ry  T re a s u r e r :  JO H N  M cC LA IN  
2605 East 50th, No. 1 • A ncho rage ,  A laska  09507 

907-340-4219

N o v e m b e r  1 1 , 1 9 7 8

The H o n o r a b l e  Cecil A n d r u s  
U.S. S e c r e t a r y  of I n t e r i o r  
V/ashington D.C. 20510

D e a r  li.r. Secretary:

We w i s h  to e n t e r  the f o l l o w i n g  statem ents ana o b j e c t i o n s  
to the r e c o r d  of y o u r  d r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impact s t a t e m e n t s  c o n­
ce r n i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  y o u r  so- 
c a l l e d  "Alaska N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  Lands".

1. In 1971 the c o n g r e s s  s u g g e s t e d  that o t h e r  congress' d e c i d e  the 
fate of A l a s k a  l a n d s  w i t h d r a w n  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  17 ij-2 o f  the A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  L a n d s  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  Act. C o n g r e s s  in it's w i s d o m  h a s  
n o t  acted b efor e e x p i r a t i o n  of the withdr a w a l  d e a d l i n e  and h a s  not 
a c t e d  to e x t e n d  it.
2. The U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior, a c t i n g  in c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  
v a r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  groups, has f a l sely created the i m p r e s s i o n  
that most of the w i l d e r n e s s  l a n d s  in 17 D - 2  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  
s u d d e n l y  iose their w i l d e r n e s s  v alues if the S e c r e t a r y  of I n t e r i o r  
d o e s  not p l a c e  most of these l a n d s  in n a t i o n a l  monuments.
3. In truth, the L7 D-2 l a n d s  v'ill a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e v e r t  to a w i t h­
d r a w n  17 D-l status and the y will not be o p e n  under the few r e m a i n­
ing land l o c a t i o n  1 a w s  o f  the U.S. (The g o v e r n m e n t  and the U.S. 
D e p a r t m e n t  of I n t e r i o r  in p a r t i c u l a r  lias s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s o c i a l i s e d  
and c o l l e c t i v i s e d  the land l o c ation  laws and s u s p ende d the r i g h t s  
o f  U.S. c i t i z e n s  to a c q u i r e  Land in Alaska.)

I appeared in p e r s o n  at your A n c h o r a g e  o ffice and r e q u e s t e u  a 
c o m p l e t e  copy of y o u r  d r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  im pact statement. 1 was 
i n f o r m e d  that the total s t a t e m e n t  consists of 28 v o l u m e s  and they 
c o u l d  not be furnished. 1 w a s  g i v e n  a copy of the u r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t­
al s u p p l e m e n t  instead. T h i s  is inadequ ate for a full and p r o p e r  
s t u d y  and r esponse by the K a n t i s h n a  hitlers Association.
5. The d e a d l i n e  for p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  the d r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  is N o v e m b e r  2u, 1978. T h i s  d o e s  not a l l o w  s u f f i c e n t  
time for p r o p e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and comment. The period should not 
o n l y  bo exten d e d  b u t  the Dept, of I n t erior should make an h o n e s t  
e f f o r t  to hold p u b l i c  meetings, f o r  c i t i z e n s  comments, in all the 
p r i n c i p a l  and a f f e c t e d  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  since the impact of you r 
p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n s  w o u l d  be s t a t ewide and seriots.
6. T h e  m i n e r a l  a s s e s s m e n t  listed in the d r a f t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u p p l e­
me n t  u n d e r  " C um ula tive I m oacts of Al ternative Ac L i ons-J 11-28 is
totally inadequa te and d o e s  not a d d r e s s  the 
i m p a c t  upon the peop le and lands involved. 
7 . The K a n t i s h n a  L i n e r  
b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  by the 
the economic impact of 
a m o n u m e n t  status w.i I 1

issue of e n v i r o n m e n t a l

A s s o c i a t i o n  and i n d i v i d u a l  m i n e r s  have n o t  
D e p t ,  o f  I n t e r i o r  o r  it's a e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g

upon u s .  F u r  e x a m p l e :  
lie 1 mm'-.iia l u c l o s u r e  o f  a l  l  o u r  mines

these
f u  f e e

and suspension of o u r  m i n i n g  
and our  investments. We must 
s t u d y  of these matters.

ic 1 1 o n s  
i i a ( e e l s  
be  w i l l

of all
ei torts, lie will lose our livelihood! 
i n sis t upon intell i g e n t  and d e t a i l e d
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8. The e f f e c t  of some of these p r o p o s a l s  upon our t r aditiona l 
life styles, our families, our moral v a l u e s  and our l i v i n g  
s t a n d a r d s  nas n o t  b e e n  addressed.
9. Figure 17i A p p e n d i x  A of the d raft e n v i r o n m e n t a l  supplement, 
w h i c h  o u t l i n e s  the D e n a l i  study area, claims to show areas g e o l ­
og i c a l l y  f a v o r a b l e  f o r  occurence of m i n e r a l  a e p o s i t s . l t  is very^ 
s m a l l  scale, l a c k s  detail, does not adares s or c l a s s i f y  p r o p e r t i e s  
a n d  is of l i t t l e  or n o  value from evaluation.
10. The e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a t e m e n t  fails to a d d r e s s  the cost b e n e f i t  
r a t i o  of the v a r i o u s  a l t e rnat e g o v e r n m e n t  p r o p o s a l s  p e r t a i n i n g
to the K a n t i s h n a  or any o t h e r  of the areas. J u s t  h o w  much are 
t h e s e  s c h e m e s  g o i n g  to cost the taxpayers and just h o w  much and 
w h a t  typos o f  m i n e r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  will be d enie d to the U.S. e c o n­
o m y  as a r e s u l t  o f  the various actions. (1 suspe ct that w i t h i n  a 
m a t t e r  of a few y e a r s  this a cti on could cost the U.S. t a x p a y e r  
h u n d r e d s  of m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  in u n n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  while 
at tlv me time d e n y i n g  b i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  w o r t h  of n e e d e d  raw 
m a t e r i a l s  to the U.S. economy.
11. W e  request, u n d e r  the freedom of i n f o r m a t i o n  act, a comp lete 
c o p y  of the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impact statement and all d a t a  concerning' 
the K a n t i s h n a  m i n i n g  district. We also r e q u e s t  a suitable period 
of time to l i s t  o t h e r  civil, e c o n o m i c  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  rights 
w h i c h  we m i g h t  be denied from these propos ed c o urses of a c t i o n
b y  you.

i-ay 1 h e a r  I'tom jou coon?

S i n c e  rely,

J i m m i e  Dale, I r e s i d e n t

c.c. S e n a t o r s  S t e v e n s  A Gravel 
Alaska  m i n o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
A n c h o r a g e  rimes
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