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SECTION 17. There shall be no imprisonment 
for debt. This section does no t prohibit civil arrest 
o f absconding debtors.

SECTION 18. Private property shall no t be 
taken or damaged for public use w ithout ju st com­
pensation.

SECTION 19. A well-regulated militia being 
necessary to  the security of a free state, the right 
of the people to keep and bear arms shall no t be 
infringed.

SECTION 20. No member of the armed forces 
shall in time of peace be quartered in any house 
w ithout the consent o f the owner or occupant, or 
in time o f war except as prescribed by law. The 
military shall be in strict subordination to the  civil 
power.

SECTION 21. The enumeration of rights in this 
constitution shall no t impair o r deny others retain­
ed by the people.

SECTION 22. The right o f the people to privacy 
is recognized and shall no t be infringed. The legisla­
ture shall implement this section.

(The add ition  o f th i i le c t io n , u  an am endm en t to  Article 
I, waa approved by th e  vo ters o f  the sta te  A u fu s t 22, 1972 and 
becam e e ffe c t iv e  O ctob er  14,1972.)

ARTICLE II 

THE LEGISLATURE
SECTION 1. The legislative power o f the State is 

vested in a legislature consisting o f a senate with a 
membership of twenty and a house o f representa­
tives with a membership o f forty.

SECTION 2. A member of the legislature shall 
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from which elected for a t least one year, immedi­
ately preceding his filing for office. A senator shall 
be at least twenty-five years o f age and a represent­
ative a t least twenty-one years o f age.

SECTION 3. Legislators shall be elected a t gen­
eral elections. Their terms begin on the fourth 
Monday of the January following election unless 
otherwise provided by law. The term of represen­
tatives shall be two years, and the term of senators, 
four years. One-half o f the senators shall be elected 
every two years.

(Exercising Its au th ority  under th is sec tion , th e  legislature has 
provided tha t term s beg in  on  th e sec o n d  M onday in January, e x ­
c ep t in years im m ed ia te ly  fo llow in g  a gubernatoria l e le c t io n  w hen  
th ey  beg in  on  the third M onday In January: see AS 24.05.,'8<>.)

SECTION 4. A vacancy in the leg slature shall be 
filled for the unexpired term  as provided by law. If 
no provision is made, the governor shall fill the 
vacancy by appointment.

SECTION 5. No legislator may hold any other 
office or position o f profit under the United States 
or the State. During the term for which elected and 
for one year thereafter, no legislator may be nom i­
nated, elected, or appointed to  any other office or 
position of profit which has been created, or the 
salary or emoluments o f which have been in­
creased, while he was a member. This section shall 
no t prevent any person fr >m seeking or holding the 
office o f governor, secretary o f state, or member of 
Congress. This section shall no t apply to  employ­
ment by or election to  a constitutional convention.

(The S ix th  L egislature's Sennit- Ju tn t R eso lu tion  N o . 2 "ch ang ­
ing th e nam e o f  th e secretary o l i ta te  to  lieu ten an t gov ern o r " in 
t ix teen  sec tio n s  o f th e A laska C on stitu t io n , approved  by the voters 
August 25, 1970, Inadvertently  om it ted  exp ress am endm en t o f  this 
section .)

SECTION 6. Legislators may no t be held to an­
swer before any other tribunal for any statement 
made in the exercise o f their legislative duties while 
the legislature is in session. Members attending, go*
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ing to, or returning from legislative sessions are not 
subject to  civil process and are privileged from ar­
rest except for felony or breach of the peace.

SECTION 7. Legislators s hall receive annual sal­
aries. They may receive a per diem allowance for 
expenses while in session and are entitled to  travel 
e xpenses going to and from sessions. Presiding of­
ficers may receive additional compensation.

SECTION 8. The legislature shall convene each 
year on the fourth Monday in January, bu t the 
month and day may be changed by law.

(Exercising its au th or ity  und er th is Sectiun . th e legislature has 
provided  that it shall c o n v en e  on  the secon d  M onday in January, 
e x c ep t in years im m ed ia te ly  fa llow in g  a gubernatoria l e le c t io n  when  
it shall con v en e  on  th e  th ird M onday in J anu ary ;see  AS 24.05.090.)

SECTION 9. Special sessions may be called by 
the governor or by vote of two-thirds of the 
legislators. The vote may be conducted by the 
legislative council or as prescribed by law. At 
special sessions called by the governor, legislation 
shall be limited to subjects designated in his proc­
lamation calling the session, to  subjects presented 
by him, and the reconsideration o f bills vetoed 
by him after adjournment of the last regular 
session. Special sessions are limited to thirty 
days.

(The am endm en t o f  th i i sec tio n  was approved bv th e vo ters o f  
th e s la te  N ovem ber 2. 1976 and b ecam e e ffe c tiv e  D ecem ber 23, 
1976. Thia am endm en t d e le ted  " o r "  preced ing " t o  su b je c ts"  in the 
third sen ten ce  and added "and  the recon sid era tion  o f b ills v e toed  
by him  after ad jou rnm en t o f th e last regular session .")

SECTION 10. Neither house may adjourn or 
recess for longer than three days unless the other 
concurs. If the two houses cannot agree on the 
time o f adjournment and either house certifies the 
disagreement to  the governor, he may adjourn the 
legislature.

SECTION 11. There shall be a legislative coun­
cil. and the legislature may establish other interim 
committees. The council and other interim com­
mittees may meet between leg isla tive sessions.
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They may perform duties and employ personnel as 
provided by the legislature. Their members may 
receive an allowance for expenses while performing 
their duties.

SECTION 12. The houses of each legislature 
shall adopt uniform rules o f procedure. Each house 
may choose its officers and employees. Each is the 
judge o f the election and qualifications o f its mem­
bers and may expel a member with the con. lr- 
rence o f two-thirds of its members. Each shall keep 
a journal of its proceedings. A majority of the 
membership of each house constitutes a quorum to 
do business, bu t a smaller number may adjourn 
from day to day ano may compel attendance of 
absent members. The legislature shall regulate 
lobbying.

SECTION 13. Every bill shall be confined to one 
subject unless it is an appropriation bill o r one cod­
ifying, revising, or rearranging existing laws. Bills 
for appropriations shall be confined to appropria­
tions. The subject of each bill shall be expressed in 
the title. The enacting clause shall be: “Be it enact­
ed by the Legislatur of the State o f Alaska.”

SECTION 14. The legislature shall establish the 
procedure for enactment o f bills into law. No bill 
may become law unless it has passed three readings 
in each house on three separate days, except that 
any bill may be advanced from second to third 
reading on the same day by concurrence of three- 
fourths of the house considering it. No bill may 
become law w ithout an affirmative vote o f a major­
ity o f the membership o f each house. The yeas and 
nays on final passage shall be entered in the jou r­
nal.

SECTION 15. The governor may veto bills pass­
ed by the legislature. He may, by veto, strike or 
reduce items in appropriation bills. He shall return
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any vetoed bill, with a statement o f his objections, 
to  the house o f origin.

SECTION 16. Upon receipt o f a veto message 
during a regular session o f the legislature, the 
legislature shall meet immediately in jo in t session 
and reconsider passage of the vetoed bill o r item. 
Bills to  raise revenue and appropriation bills or 
items, although vetoed, become law by affirmative 
vote of three-fourths o f the membership of the 
legislature. O ther vetoed bills become law by 
affirmative vote o f two-thirds o f the membership 
o f the legislature. Bills vetoed after adjournment o f 
the first tegular session of the legislature shall be 
reconsidered by the legislature sitting as one body 
no later than the fifth day o f the next regular or 
special session o f tha t legislature. Bills vetoed 
after adjournment of the second regular session 
shall be reconsidered by the legislature sitting 
as one body no later than the fifth day o f a special 
session o f tha t legislature, if one is called. The vote 
on reconsideration of a vetoed bill shall be entered 
on the journals o f both houses.

(The am endm en t o f  th u  te c tto n  w»v approved by the votera o f  
the ita le  N ovem ber 2, 1976 and b ecam e e ffe c tiv e  D ecem ber 23, 
1676. Thti am endm en t In terlcd  "dur ing a regular aeailon o f the 
leg tila tu re" in the first le n ie n c e  and added th e  p re ten l fourth and 
fifth  ien tencei.1

SECTION 17. A bill becomes law if, while the 
legislature is in session, the governor neither signs 
nor vetoes it within fifteen days, Sundays except­
ed, after its delivery to  him. If the legislature is no t 
in session and the governor neither signs nor vetoes 
a bill within twenty days, Sundays excepted, after 
its delivery to him, the bill becomes law.

SECTION 18. Laws passed by the legislature be­
come effective ninety days after enactment. The 
legislature may, by concurrence o f two-thirds of 
the membership o f each house, provide for another 
effective date.
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SECTION 19. The legislature shall pass no local 
or special act if a general act can be made applica­
ble. Whether a general act can be made applicable 
shall be subject to judicial determ ination. Local 
acts necessitating appropriations by a political sub­
division may no t become effective unless approved 
by a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon 
in the subdivision affected.

SECTION 20. All civil officers o f the State are 
subject to impeachment by the legislature. Im­
peachment shall originate in the senate and must 
be approved by a two-thirds vote o f its members. 
The motion for impeachment shall list fully the 
basis for the proceeding. Trial on impeachment 
shall be conducted by the house of representatives. 
A supreme court justice designated by the court 
shall preside at the trial. Concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members of the house is required for a judg­
ment of impeachment. The judgment may no t ex­
tend beyond removal from office, but shall not 
prevent proceedings in the courts on the same or 
related charges.

SECTION 21 The legislature shall establish pro­
cedures for suits against the State.

ARTICLE ill 

THE EXECUTIVE
SECTION 1. The executive power o f the State is 

vested in the governor.
SECTION 2. The governor shall be at least thirty 

years o f age and a qualified voter o f the State. He 
shall have been a resident of Alaska at least seven 
years immediately preceding his filing for office, 
and he shall have been a citizen of the United 
States for at least seven years.



I.

THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

f i s c a l  n o t e  

R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. CS H JR 1_________________________________________________________
Title Amending th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  & p ro v id in g  f o r  a  u n ic am e ra l l e g i s l a t u r e
Requested bv House Jnrii f r ia ry _______________________________________Date____ 4Z22/SQ

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Legislative Finance, Leg. Audit, Budget & Audit Camdttee 

Program Category Affected General Covernmpnt__________________________________
BRU, Program, c r Subprogram(s) Affected.  _________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding fo r each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f Dollars)

FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY  84 FY 85
100 PERSONAT. SERVICES •
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES * •

500 EOUTPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

FUNDING (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERAL FUND * ,
JO

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Soecifv Fund Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

- N O  F I S C A L  I M PA C T -

- IV . riATF. * / 22/ 80 .PREPARED BY M i l t  B a r k e r

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

A G E N C Y  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e
PHONE 4 6 5 -3 7 9 5 ______________1

33-001 (Rev. 12/79)


	HJUD11 HJR 1



