


Short funds limit public defense
Associated Press

Ju n e a u  — T he ch ief of the s ta te  
Public D efenders agency  told law ­
m ak e rs  T hu rsday  th a t his office is 
e x trem e ly  underfunded , w ith indi- 
vijjual law yers assigned  roughly 
2;600 c a se s  a  y e a r .

“ W e’re  very  underfunded ...w e’re  
a t  71 p e rcen t o f the national s tan d ­
a rd ,"  B rian Shorten  told the  House 
Ju d ic ia ry  C om m ittee . His budget r e ­
quest fo r this yea-' w as cu t by the Le­
g is la tu re , and  Shortell sa id  he w as 
forced  to  e lim in a te  a ll m erit in- 
re a se s  fo r his sta ff.

Shortell a lso  told th e  panel the 
s ta te  should consider se ttin g  up a 
second  agency  to  handle "conflic t 
c a se s ."  T hose a r e  c a se s  w hich the

Public  D efender’s office cannot 
hand le  becau se  of ethical conflicts.

F o r  exam ple , if two people a re  
ch a rg ed  w ith  th e  sam e burg lary  and 
one of *he defendan ts p laces the 
b lam e on the o th e r dependent, the 
Public D efender s ta ff could not rep­
resen t both  c lien ts , Shortell said.

- D uring the p as t few years  the 
s ta te  h as  co n trac ted  with private  a t­
to rneys to  handle  conflict cases, a t a  
cost of n early  $1 million a year.

Shortell sa id  the cost of hiring a  
p riv a te  law y er to  defend an indigent 
c lien t is nearly  double w hat it c rs ts  
th e  Public D efender's office to 
handle  the sam e  client.

In an  a tte m p t to find a  solution to 
th a t prob lem , Re; Charlie Parr,

D -Fairbanks, h as  in troduced  a  bill to 
se t up  a  s e p a ra te  section  w ithin the 
Public D efender’s office to  handle 
conflict cases.

But Shortell sa id  P a r r ’s  bill does 
not go fa r enough. He said  conflict 
c a se s  should L handled  by a  com ­
p letely  seo a ra t' agency  headed  up 
by a  different c> j e f  and  funded sep a ­
ra te ly  front the cu rren t agency .

On a re la ted  sub jec t, Shortell re ­
com m ended the co m m ittee  approve 
a bill in troduced by the  govern o r to 
requ ire  m unicipalities to  p ick up  the 
tab  fo r both prosecu tion  and  defense  
co sts  stem m ing  from  m isdem eano r 
crim inal cases .

At p resen ' m unicipalities a r e  re ­
qu ired  to pay  only prosecu tion  costs, 
while the s ta te  pays for the defense 
of indigent c lien ts. T he change would 
cost A nchorage an  es tim a ted  
$250,000 to $300,000, he said , and

som ew hat less fo r o th e r c ities  de­
pending  on th e ir  size.

“ M unicipalities a .e  fam ous for 
passing  unconstitu tional ordi­
n an ces ,” Shortell sa id , such  a s  
“ s t r e e t  sw eep e r” ’ o rd inances a im ed  
a t  g e tting  u n desirab les  off city  
s tre e ts .

Shortell sa id  if the m unicipalities 
knew  they  had  to pay  fo r both prose­
cu tion  and  d efense  costs they  would 
tak e  a  c lo ser look a t e ir  o rd i­
nances.

S evera l co m m ittee  m em b ers  dis­
ag re e d  w ith Shortell and  sa id  they 
think the s ta te  should continue to 
pick up  the tab .

T he  panel did no t tak e  ac tion  on 
e ith e r  bill.
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I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. ^  6 27   _______________
'j-jlle An Acx. relating to the Public Defender Agency

Requested hv House Judiciary Date Feb. 5, 19 80

II. FISCAL DI-TAIL
Acencv Affected Dept, of i .dministratio..
Program Category Affected Administration of Justice

Budget Request Unit(s) Affected Public Defender Agency

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 79 F Y 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 81

100 PERSONAL SF.RVICES 489 .6

700 TRAVEL 28.7

300 CONTRACTUAL 109.5

400 COMMODITIES 7.8

500 EQUIPMENT 21.0

600 LAND & STRUCTURES

700 ORANTS. CLAIMS. ETC*.

TOTAL 656.6

FUNDINO (Thousands of Dollars)

CiF.NF.RAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER (Specify)

656.6

BOSTTIONS

FULL TIME 15

PAR T TIME
TEM P O R A R Y

III. ANALYSIS (See Fisctd Note Prcparal on Instructions, Section III)

This Fiscal Note has been prepared in accordance with Brian Shortell's 

testimony to House Judiciary (1/31/80). This testimony assumed that the 

conflict defender will not be part of the existing Public Defender Agency.
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Fourth Judicial Dist. 

Attorney III 

Investigator II 
Leg. Secty. I

Admin. & Support: 

Admin. Officer I 

Acctg. Tech. I
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