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HSi Opposition to H.B. 534 

Bear S i r s

Concerning H.B- 534 > "An Act eliminating third cl fins norough%
I oppose the oill, X understand £ third class borough to be the 
simplest i’orn o £ government for residents in P i/CEnuai ty to have 
in order for them"to a£Ve s strong local government. It provides 
direct pover to the people in which they have core direct power 
than people ir, a first or second cl ass borough. I rceliae’ tiuit 
the legislators understand tbs power of p. third class borough, 
but I feel it is not ?-? well understood by the people in general 
end that it is being misrepresented to the neoflle. To think that 
in order to fceve a strong locol government that it oust be a large 
s rendardized complex governin'* body is, X feci, erroneous. When 
you have a complex government, PeOblc- n&turfllly tend to reject 
or lose the incentive to provide for t boa self, due to high taxes 
nnd the forced understanding that the government knows what is 
best for you. To imniy th:t a nerson does not know hpvr to govern 
himself is a direct insult to their Intelligence.

' f o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  3 e l c h c  J e o i s s i o n  G r o u p ,  w h i c h  i o  t r y i n g  t o  d e t t e h  
f r o m  t h e  r a i r b n r i k c  ‘f o r t h  d t s r  B o r o u g h ,  v e  a r c  l o o k i n g ,  f o r  y l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  p l a n  v h i o h  w i l l  l i t  o u r  n e e d s ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A-2 .9 ' * 0 3 . 0 5 0 ,  
t h e r e  a r c  f i v e  g e n e r a l  l a w  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  o r  b e co m e  
a n d  U n o r g a n i s e d  B o r o u g h .  The r e s i d e n t s  o f  B e l c h a  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  
a d o p t i n g  a  t h i r d  c l a s s  b o r o u g h ,  I  b o l l o v a  i t  w i l l  a e e t  o u r  n e e d s  
b e t t e r  t b r . n  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a s s  w h i c h  now e x i s t s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  
w as  f o r m e d ,  i.-’i c b a  w tu  a  g r o w i n g  >.a rm in g  co m m uni ty  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
p e o p l e  w e r e  s e l f  p r o v i d i n g .  The co m m u n i ty  wus i n v o l v e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  
a  cor m un i  t y  h a l l ;  t h e y  w e re  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  t h e  B a l c h a  f l e a e n t r . r y  s c h o o l ;  , and p r o v i d e d  t h e  b u s  s e r v i c e  
f o r  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  end  h i g h  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s .  B s l c h a  r e s i d e n t s  
b r o u g h t  p o w e r  t o  t h e  Community  end t r i e d  t o  b u i l d  a  f a r m e r s  l o o p  
r o o d .  When t h e  t a x a t i o n  n t e r f c o d ,  i t  a*as r= f i n a n c i a l  h e r e i n  t o  
t h e  3 a l e  h a  f a r m e r s  who w e r e  j u s t  a s k i n g  e n d s  c  . e t .  The b o r o u g h  
w e n t  s o  f o r  os  t o  t a r  p o t a t o e s  in, t h e i r  r o o t  c e d a r s ,  i c a e  
r e s i d e n t s  h o d  t o  d i s m a n t l e  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e i r  f a r o s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  t h e  t a x e s .  A l l  o f  t h i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  
s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a l r o s d y  e n i 3 t  end t h o s e  C e r v i c e s  a r e  s t i l l  m a i n l y  
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o u r c e *

When the borough was being formed, Jaloha tried to be excluded,
At t h a t  t i m e  i t  vrxs ‘x n o v n  t h a t  t h e  x l - T  c c u i . i  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  
j . o l c h n  a n d  i t  u t i l l  c a n n o t  i n  t h e  b o o t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  b o r o u g h



residents &nd the Strtc 6X al'nsfts* if Sdcha Vfer® ALlovea oO 
dctrch iild fern its ovn third cIebo boreu ;-*h. fftft neople vnuld hove 
the direct never to provide for them-”-elves again* i>y elicinating 
third class borough,’ I i'ibd this on r-ct of breeding dova true local 
government rovers ex the people of -’•Irsfrr* '-’his especially applies 
to /Jcskrns’ol' rural end bush Alcckn. vho might choose- this type 
q£ local government in order to meet their needs*

I sn in strong opposition to House Bill 554 end 0 on not stress 
to you the importance oi‘ this bill being defeated*.

r u l y  y o u r s ,

A l l e n  j*  B u s b y

c c  i P a r k e r , B i l l
0 i - m . e y . P a t r i c k .  J .  
S h& roi'i* , / r o d  i :* 
BrSjru ipn ,  M a r g a r e t  
I l e t c s l i ’c ,  iisy  A* 
O ’ C o n n e l l ,  P a t r i c k  M. 
3 t u r g u l 0 v ? c k i , A r l i S C  
Kulc&ky, Bob 
Kelly, Bin 
Hcdoy, Patrick K. 
S t i i a s o n ,  P e r r y

.’tessags phone: 4SS-2193 - evenings
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HAINES BOROUGH
P.O.  B O X  H 

H A I N E 5 ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 2 7

February 4, 1980

Palmer McCarter, Director

Division of Community and Regional Affairs

Po u c h  B

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Palmer:

I am enclosing two sets of correspondence concerning 

two "gray" areas for the third class Haines Borough:

1) Our relationship to the management and disposal of 

land received from the state through the municipal 

entitlement p r o c e d ures;and

2) The status of the p r e s e n t  "chairman" of the Haines. 

Borough Assembly and School Board.

I know this is a ve r y  busy time of year for you but 

if y ou would look into both of these areas for me I would 

appreciate it very much. My basic concern with the question 

of the chairman is how do we elect a borough mayor at large and 

still main t a i n  our present form of apportionment and 

representation? It would be nice to be able to deal w ’th this 

issue this October before dealing with the new forms of 

r epresentation and possible reapportionment as laid out in the 

1979 amendments.

Sincerely yours,

Stephanie K. Scott 

Administrative Secretary

F E B  0 8 1980

DEPT. OF COMMUNITY 
AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS
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F R O M  T H E  D ES K  O F  J U D G E  C A R L  H E IN M IL L E R
H A IN E S . A L A S K A

Feb.6th
ry . - v .  ■Dear Palmer:

Please keep us informed on this bill I!' 

as we have a strong group in support of it.. 

Chamber of Commerce..Optimum Government Com
» #

and other.
r

We hope the Legislature finally has the guts 

to kill this dumb Third Class Borough..

Regards,

FEB1/ ^ 980

_ cpt OF COMMUNITY 
R eg io n a l  a f f a ir s

.. • •. -   -----------



Janaury 22, 1930

The Honorable Charlie Parr 

State House of Representatives 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Parr:

The Alaska Municipal League 1980 Policy Statement contains the following 

language on third class boroughs. ‘The League supports elimination of 

language from the Alaska Statutes which would allow for the future 

creation of third class boroughs. Any existing third class borough 

would be allowed to continue in existence until such time as it reclassifies. 

The League believes that a third class borough, as currently defined in 

statute, does not meet standards for a general purpose local government."

The third class borough filled the gap caused by the abolishment of the 

old independent school districts. Subsequent creation of rural education 

attendance areas, however, obviates the need for an entity, such as the 

third class borough, to provide local control over local educational 
districts.

In practice, the Haines Borough has encountered difficulties with the 

system under which it functions. For example, it is faced with a multitude 
of land use problems over which it has no statutory authority. In 

addition, the general local government problems that came before the 

assembly, and that in most cases cannot legally be resolved by the 

assembly, are interfering with that body's ability to perform its major 

function - running the Haines schools.

The League, therefore, is in favor of abolishing the third class borough 

form because it doesn't meet the maximum local self-government criteria 

set out in the Constitution, and from a practical point of vi^w it 

doesn't seem to work.

Sincerely,

Ginny Chitwood 

Executive Director



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  JU DG E C A R L  H E IN M IL L E R
H A IN E S , A L A S K A

Feb.6th
Dear Bill:

This is a MUST...we are getting 
in more trouble eeery year, we have some 
people subdividing in the worst possible 
way...plus garbage dumps..shacks etc.

The hot shot developers who want 
to mine..and tue Igggers..want low taxes., 
so are oddly enuf, lined up with the 
no growth people(or the shackers). The 
City is getting stuck with more and more 
services, which, while they could refuse 
..such as fire serve, it is very difficult 
someone burns out and then arrive in town 
for help etc.

M-
I'd-like to testify on this bill 

whenever it come up..

,  / ,

/  Regard sy



Feb. 6,1 S80
Sen.Arliss Sturgillewski 
Chairperson
Community and Regional Affairs 
State Senate 
Pouch V 
Juneau,Alaska

Dear SEnfcor Sturgulewski:

I am writing in support of HB 584 which would eliminate the Third Class 
Borough. Over the last 30 years I have been on the School Board add involved 
with all the complications of the Special School District which finally 
became a "second thumb" under the State Constitution, i.e.a Third Class 
Borough. As the constitution required a limited strita of government, there 
should have never been a Third Class Bofough. The making of such a formof 
government was a method to get out of a responsibility. I am happy to see 
the Legislature finally take on this change.

I'm enclosing a copy of the local paper which shows how a Third Class 
Borough , but adding on service district after service district,until it is 
in effect a Second Class Borough, or better. When a Fire District was setup 
several years ago, the Borough’.could not even get candidates to fill the 
require positions for the Disttict. However, more areas are seeing that 
they can save considerable insurance by being under" a Fire District, and now 
adding a medical service area. HOWEVER, what is heppening is that the Borough 
Government is duplicating the City Government.

It is understanable that many people in the outlying area'do not want to 
have zoning and planning because they do not want to be-restricted. The 
result 1s many shacks, impoperly subdivided lands/poorwater and sewer 
control and in some areas, lacking of garbaxge control. The "hue and cry" 
is "we don't want more government", but these people accept all the services 
available by the City without paying anything for such service  . -

t * S ,!'•/ '...

.It is almost impossible to explain to some that they :wilV only pay for what 
they get. They do not pay for City sidewalks, road maintenance'etc. If they 
do not have water and sewer, they do not pay for this utility. - We have the 
possibility of industrial development 1n the outreach area and should that 
happen under' our present type Borough government, a hodgepodge of growth will 
develope. Of course, these developers see a great advantages of low taxations 
so side in with those who don't want any control on their own interests,even 
tho against the developers.

I hope that when this bi11(or a Sen.companion bill) comes up for a hearing 
that I will have the opportunity to testify. Thank vou.

CWH/p
CC:Rep.Parker, Duncan,Miller 

Sen.Ray
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