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HOUSE BILL NO. 439

"An Act r e l a t ing  to sh e l t e r  programs for victims of domestic or sexual 
a s s au l t ;  and providing for an e f fec t iv e  da te . "
This Bill  would amend AS 47.35.020 to exempt from l icensure  programs 
providing emergency or short-term lodging, housing or serv ices for 
victims of domestic or sexual a s sau l t .
AS 47.35.020 requires, among other th ings, th a t  f o s t e r  homes, group 
homes or i n s t i t u t i o n s  providing care fo r  dependent adul ts  must be 
l icensed. Shelters fo r  victims of domestic and sexual a s s au l t  had 
been iden t i f i ed  by the Department as f a l l i n g  under the purview of th i s  
s t a t u t e .  The Department has recognized, however, s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ­
ences between these sh e l t e r s  and other programs fa l l i n g  under the 
s t a t u t e  and had planned to make extensive revis ions in the d r a f t  regu­
l a t ion s  to accommodate these d i f fe rences .
The Department supports passage of th is  B i l l .  The Department's primary 
concern with regard to these programs is tha t  minimum environmental 
heal th and f i r e  sa fe ty  standards be met.
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