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SUBJECT: Legislation regarding organization and structure of
the Alaska Coce Revision Commission

TO: Representative Hike Hiller, Chairman
Alaska Legislative Council

FROM: John L7. Abbott, Chairman
Alaska Code Revision Commission

Under AS 2 4 . 2 0 .0 7 5(c) , the Alaska Code Revision Commission has 
prepared a revised version of last legislature's H3 852 dealing 
with the structure and membership of the commission.

As you requested, we have deleted the provisions dealing with 
(1) the commission directing the Legislative Affairs Agency to 
contract with or hire other agencies or persons, (2 ) providing 
for the commission to introduce legislation directly by means 
of the Rules Committee, and (3) the provision that would have 
given the senate member a four-year term. The commission voted 
not to propose a change in the membership. Ue hope that the 
bill in its current form will now receive the enthusiastic 
support of the Legislative Council.

Section 1 makes the heading of the section and the text con­
sistent In specifying the name of the commission. This should 
remove any confusion as to rts name.

Section 2 clarifies the terms of office of the various members, 
establishes a §2 00 honorarium for the public member and the 
board of g o v e r n o r s ' designee, and clarifies the language for all 
members with regard to per diem and travel allowance.

S e c t i o n  3 m e r e l y  s t a t e s  t h e  w a y  in w h i c h  t h e  t e r m  p r o v : s o n s  in  

ati :r. 1 v:i. 1 i e f t e c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  a n d  b o a r d  o f  
r i > v a  r n o  r s ’ d u s i g n e e .
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IN THE HOUSE

Introduced: 1/24/79
Referred: Judiciary

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY 
REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL ( f o r  t h e  Code 
R e v i s i o n  Commission)

HOUSE BILL NO. 42 
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 
A BILL

For  an Act  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Al aska  Code R e v i s i o n  Commis­
s i o n ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t i o n  1. AS 24.20.075(a) i s  amended t o  r e ad :

Sec.  24.20.075. ALASKA CODE REVISION COMMISSION. (a) The Alaska 
Code R e v i s i o n  Commission i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a pe rmanen t  commiss ion o f  t h e  
l e g i s i a t u r e .

* Sec.  2. AS 24.20.075(b) i s  amended to r ead:
(b) The commiss i on c o n s i s t s  o f  two l e g i s l a t o r s ,  one f rom each 

house ,  a p p o i n t e d  by t he  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ;  one p u b l i c  member, who i s  not 
an employee o f  t h e  s t a t e  government ,  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o ve r n o r ;  a d e s i g ­
nee o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  who i s  an a t t o r n e y  employed by t he  e x e c u t i v e  branch 
o f  t h e  s t a t e  gove rnmen t ;  n d e s i g n e e  of  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  supreme 
c o u r t ;  anu a d e s i g n e e  o f  t h e  Alaska  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  
boa rd  o f  g o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  L e g i s l a t i v e  members s e r v e  f o r  
t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t he l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  wh i ch they a r e  a p p o i n t ed ;  t he  d e s i g ­
nee o f  t h e  g o ve r n o r  and t h e  d e s i gnee o f  t h e _c h i e f  j u s t i c e s e r ve at^ the  
p l e a s u r e  o f  t he g o v e r no r  and ch i e f  j u s t i ce, r e s p e c t i ve l y ;  and t he  
pub l i e  member and d e s i g n ee  o f  t he  boa rd  of  go v e r n o r s  s e r v e  t e rms  o f  s i x  
y e a r s  each,  be g i n n i ng J u l y  1 and e nding on J u ne 30 s ix y e a r s  l a t e r . 
Members may be r e a p p o i n t e d  o r  r e d e s i g n a t e d .  A v a c a ucy i n  t he  member ­
s h i p  o f  t he  commiss i on o c c u r r i n g  o t h e r t h a n  by e x p i r a t i o n  of  t e rm s h a l 1 
be f i l l e d  i n  t h e  same manner as  t h e  o r i g i n a l  app o i n tmen t  bu t ,  wi t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  members,  t he  p u b l i c  member, an I t h e  bo a r d  of

-1- HB 43
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g o v e r n o r s '  d e s i g n e e ,  for the u n e x p i r e d  te r m  o n l y  IAT T H E  P L E A S U R E  O F  TH E 

P R E S I D I N G  O F F I C E R ,  A N D  A P P O I N T E D  M E M B E R S  S E R V E  A T  T H E  P L E A S U R E  O F  T H E  

A P P O I N T I N G  A U T H O R I T Y ] ,  M e m b e r s  w h o  are not s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  o • le g i s -

lators are e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  frrnW fciv n ■ rlw

b o T l i . e » t h e  s t a n d a r d  per d i e m  a n d  travel a l l o w a n c e  p r o v i d e d  for

m e m b e r s  of i n d e p e n d e n t  b o a r d s  a n d  com m i s s i o ns . L e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  are

e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  the r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  per d i e m  and travel a l l o w -

ance for days s p e n t o n  c o m m i s s i o n  b u siness, and m e m b e r s  w h o  ar e s t a te

e m p l o y e e s  arc e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  the regu l a r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  per d i e m

and tr a v el a l l o w a n c e  [ R E CE I V E  T H E  S T A N D A R D  PER D I E M  FOR B O A R D  M E M B E R S .

OR T H E  R E G U L A R  L E G I S L A T I V E  PER D I E M  IF T H E Y  A R E  L E G I S L A T O R S , ]  for days 

spent: o n  c o m m i s s i o n  bu s i n e s s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s e l e c t s  its c h a i r m a n  u n d

v i c e - c h a i r m a n .  T h e  d i r e c t o r  of legal s e r v i c e s  for the L e g i s l a t i v e
I

A f f u i r s  A g e n c y ,  or hi s  d e s i g n e e ,  se r v e s as e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  for the 

c o m m i s si o n .

I
* Sec. 3. T h e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  and the d e s i g n e e  of the b o a r d  ol g o v e r n o r s ,  

iserving o n  the A l a s k a  C o d e  R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  as of the e f f e c t i v c  dat e  of 

this Act, shall d e t e r m i n e  the length of their terms of d r a w i n g  lots. The 

t e r m  of o n e  of t h os e  m e m b e r s  e n d s  J u n e  3D, 1980 and th e  t e r m  of the o t h e r  

lends J u n e  .30, 1982. A f t e r  t h e s e  initial t e r m i n a t i o n  dates, the s i x - y e a r - t e r m  

p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  2 4 . 2 0 . 0 7 5 ( h )  apply.

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act; t aken e f f e c t  J u l y  1 , 1979.

-2- HB 43



Code Revision Commission

A L A S K A  

S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

MEMORANDUM
/

March 31, 1980

F re d ,

Last Thursday the House Finance Comte, considered the original 
version of the bill (by mistake) and reported a fiscal note of 
14.4. The bill, as amended by the H. Judic. Comte, deleted the 
provision which necessitated a fiscal note -- so CSHB 43 has a 
0 fiscal note. As I understand it, Rep. Meekins will clear up 

Iter this morning. Rep. Parr has been informed of the



F r e d : COMMISSION A C T IC IT IE S  PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Introduced six bills last session--

HB 43--Code Revision Commission CONSIDERING TODAY
HB 56--Exemptions Act (H. Judic. Comte.)
SB 54--International Wills Act (UPC) (S. Finance Comte, 

for fiscal note)
SB 55-~Uniform Commercial Code-Articles 8 and 9 (S. Commerce Com'.e.
SB 56--Effect of Homicide (UPC) ENACTED INTO LAW
SB 58--Uni. Disposition of Community Property Rights at Death 

Act (S. Rules Comte.)

Title 4--Commission submitted tentative draft to Legislative 
Council and House Commerce Committee last year for 
further referral and consideration by committees 
dealing with other alcoholic beverage control bills

HB 47--not drafted by Commission but reviewed by comsn. at 
request of Senate (comsn. recommended do-pass) Bill 
regarded sale of alcoholic beverages

Two bills have been transmitted to Legislative Council for intro­
duction this month:

(1) Oath, affirmation, acknowledgment, notarization and 
verification. Re: clarifies definitions and provides 
forms in statute.

(2) Recording and Recorded Documents. Re: clarifies provi­
sions on recording that are scattered throughout AK statutes 
and lays a suitable framework for future use of technological 
advances in a centralized recording system.

Under current consideration:

(1) Security interests in real property. Re: effort to 
bring into secured real property transactions the same 
principles that govern secured personal property trans­
actions under the Uniform Commercial Code. Among other 
things, it covers the broad area of relationship, rights 
and remedies of debtor and creditor; and, foreclosure 
under a power of sale. Commission currently in drafting 
p rocess.

(2) Revision of AS 10--Corporations and Associations. Re: 
review of analyses and comparisons of AK law wi th Model 
Act and other states' laws, and comparison of notable 
approaches to state regulatory control of corporations. 
Commission in initial stage of deciding policy issues of 
various approaches.



P a g e  2

(3) Revised Uniform Limited Partnership Act--reviewing 
first draft

(4) "Alaska hire"--requested by House to review various 
proposals and draft legislation (Gardiner, Hayes, Parr)

(5) Model Product Liability Act--requested by House (Farr)

(6 ) Dome.stic Violence (HB 392)--requested by Senate 
(Ziegler)

(7) Guardians and Conservators (HB 572/SB 339)--requested 
by Senate (Ziegler) [Parr has committed himself to 
getting the House version out of his comte.]
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February 21, 1980

Senator George H. Hohman 
Chairman, Alaska Legislative Council 
Pouch Y -- State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Hohman:

In conformity with AS 24.20.075(f), the Alaska Jode 
Revision Commission herewith submits this report of its 
activities during 1979.

Sincerely

JWA/) ms r
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SUMMARY O F WORK O F  CO M M ISSIO N

As the result of work performed since its inception 
in 1976, the Alaska Code Revision Commission recommended 
six bills for introduction into the Eleventh Legislature 
-- First Session (1979), via the Legislative Council.

In 1978, the commission undertook a major revision 
ol AS 4 -- Alcoholic Beverages. As the Legislature had 
established an interim committee specifically for this 
purpose, the commission forwarded its tentative draft 
and extensive commentary to the Legislative Council for 
appropriate referral to appropriate committee(s) for 
further consideration.

During 1978, the commission began its review of the 
real property conveyancing laws. In 1979, the commission* 
divided this major project into two areas: (1 ) recording 
and recorded documents; and (2) security interests. The 
commission has prepared draft legislation on each topic 
and plans to submit its proposed bill on recording and 
recorded documents early in the Second Session of the 
Eleventh Legislature. This draft bill has incorporated 
the Uniform Federal Lien Registration Act, as amended by 
the commission.

The commission began another major project revising 
AS 10 -- Corporations ard Associations. This revision, 
still underway, involves the analysis of existing law and 
comparisons of Alaska lav with other states' laws and the 
Model Act. A proposed bill will be drafted during 198C 
lor submission tc Legislative Council for subsequent intro­
duction in the Twelth Legislature.

During 3979, the commission held ten separate meetings, 
consisting of 19 working sessions.



ANNUAL R EP O R T  FO R  T H E  Y EA R  1978

INTRODUCTION

The primary objective of the Alaska Code Revision 
Commission, as established by AS 24.20.075, is to re­
view and consider proposed changes in the law recommended 
by the National Law Institute, the National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws, the Alaska Judicial 
Council, the supreme court, the state or local bar asso­
ciations, principal departments, agencies, boards and 
commissions of the executive or judicial branch, and com­
mittees of the legislative branch. The commission also 
receives and considers suggestions as to areas of law 
needed to eliminate antiquated and inadequate rules of • 
law, and to bring the law into harmony with current needs 
and conditions.

The commission consists of (1) two legislators, one 
from each house, appointed by the respective presiding 
officers; (2 ) one public member who is not an employee of 
(he executive branch, appointed by the governor; and one 
member who is an employee of the executive branch, appointed 
by the governor; (3) a designee of the chief justice of the 
supreme court; and (4) a designee of the Alaska Bar Asso­
ciation, appointed by the board of governors of the asso­
ciation. The director of legal services for the Legislative 
Affairs Agency, or his designee, serves as the executive 
secretary for the commission.

The commission assists the legislature by carefully 
studying complex subjects, identifying major policy ques­
tions for legislative attention, gathering the views of 
interested persons and organizations, and drafting legis­
lation for legislative consideration

The efforts of the commission are intended to assist 
the legislature in concentrating on significant policy 
questions in areas considered by the commission and in 
dealing with the technical problems in preparing back­
ground studies, working out intricate legal problems, and 
drafting the needed legislation. The commission thus assist 
the legislature in accomplishing needed reforms that other­
wise might not be made because of the heavy demands on legis 
lative time. The commission, by its composition, has proven 
to be an effective vehicle for ascertaining various points 
of view by having actual involvement and expertise in the 
areas of law under consideration.



STATUS OF PENDING LEGISLATION

The status of pending legislation proposed by the 
commission, as detailed in its Annual Report of 1978, is 
as follows:

Alaska Exemptions Act

HE 56, introduced on January 24, 1979, is currently 
pending in the House Judiciary Committee. The committee 
scheduled hearings on this bill during the interim period; 
however, no testimony was received at that time.

Uniform Commercial Code -- Articles 8 and 9
a

SB 55, introduced on January 17, 1979, is currently 
pending in tae Senate Commerce Committee. Following action 
by that committee, it is scheduled to be referred to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee for further consideration. No 
acticn was taken on this bill in 1979.

Uniform Probate Code -- International Wills Act

SB 54, introduced on January 17, 1979, was referred to 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. No action was taken on this 
bill in 1979.

Uniform Disposition of Community Property Rights at 
Death Act

SB 58, introduced on January 17, 1979, was referred 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee. No action was taken 
on this bill during 1979.

Alaska Code Revision Commission

HB 43, introduced on January 24, 1979, was referred 
to the House Judiciary Committee. On March 16, the commit­
tee considered the bill and reported an amended version 
(CSHB 43). The bill was subsequently referred to the House 
Rules Committee for action. No action was taken by that 
committee during 1979.



Other

HB 47, r e l a t i n g  to the sale of a l c o holic beverages, 
r e p e a l i n g  AS 04.15.090, was n ot introduced at the request 
of the commission. At the request of the Senate, the c o m­
m i s s i o n  r e v i e w e d  the a m ende d v e rsion (CSHB 47 am) as p a s s e d  
by the House. On M a r c h  16, 1979, the c o m m i s s i o n  u n a n i m o u s­
ly r e c o m m e n d e d  do-pa ss and the bill was returne d for s u b s e­
quent r e f e r r a l  to the Senate J u d i c i a r y  Committee. This  bill 
is c u r r e n t l y  p e n d i n g  in that committee.

L E G I S L A T I O N  E N A C T E D  INTO LAW

U n i f o r m  P r o b a t e  Code -- E ffect  of Homicide

SB 56, i n t r o d u c e d  on January 17, 1979, was r e f e r r e d  to 
the Senate J u d i c i a r y  Committee. The bill was favorabl y r e­
ported from the c o m m i s s i o n  and s ubsequently p a s s e d  by bo th 
H o u s e  and Senate. The G o v e r n o r  signed the bill into law on 
M a y  4, 1979 (Chapter 0036 SLA 79).

\



C A L E N D A R  OF T OPICS FOR STUDY

The commis s i o n  has on its calendar of topics the 
topics listed below.

T o p i c s  U n d e r  A c t i v e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n

(1") R e v i s i o n  of Real P r o p e r t y  C o n veyancing L a w s .
This majo r project was i n i t iated in April 1978. T h e b r o a d  
scope of this r e v ision n e c e s s i t a t e d  a further division of 
work. The commission, after r e v i e w i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  materials 
and drafts, d i vid ed the p r o j e c t  into two areas: (a) r e­
cording and recorded documents; and (b) security interests.

(a) R e c o rd ing and r e c o r d e d  documents. During its 
deliberation s on the c o n v e y a n c i n g  laws of the state, the 
c o m m i s s i o n  found a ne ed for a clear and com plete u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of the r e q u i r e m e n t  and effect of recordation, due to legal 
ramifi cations in the area of t ransferring and securing i n t e r­
ests in real property.

The c ommissio n solici ted comments from title companies, 
banks and other lending institutions, and local and state bar 
a s s ociatio ns on this subject. It w o r k e d  in close a s s ociation 
with the State Recorder and Depar t m e n t  of Commerce and E c o n o­
mic D evelo pment in draft i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  bill to c o n s o l i­
date r e c o rding law in one place, e l i m inate  inadequacies in 
the current s ystem and provide a statut ory structure that makes 
possible the use of t e c hnolog ical advances in this area. The 
c ommi ssion h e l d  numer o u s  hearings, i n c l uding a field hearing 
in Seattle, Washington, to secure the views of counsel who 
determ ine policy in Alaska.

In its pro po s e d  bill, the commis s i o n  has classified  
documents into two categor ies -- Class A and Class B d o c u­
ments. Class A includes those documents s p e c i f i c a l l y  made 
r ecor dable by law, m a i n l y  those that effect irterests in 
real property. R e c o r d i n g  a class A d o c ument (1) provides 
c o n structi ve n otice  of the contents of the docum ent to s u b­
sequent p u rchasers and holders of a s e c u r i t y  interest in 
the same property; (2) makes the document admis s i b l e  in 
evidence; and (3) creates presum p t i o n s  as enumerated. The 
draft provides that copies of documents recorded in the BLM 
and the state d i v isio n of forest, land and w a t e r  m anagement 
are entit l e d  to r e c o r d a t i o n  as Class A documents and also 
authoriz es r e c o rd ing of c e r t if ied copies of conveyances as 
Class A documents in the records of district s w h e r e  the land



co iveyed is located. Class B documents w h i c h  do not 
^.fect interests in real p r o p e r t y  may be recorded; h o w­
ever, r e c o r d a t i o n  m e r e l y  serves to provi de the public 
w i t h  a repos i t o r y  for these m i s c e l l a n e o u s  documents.

The bill incorporates parts of the U n i f o r m  S i m p l i f i­
cat i o n  of Land Transfers Act. A m o n g  these are pro visions 
for sim pli f y i n g  land records and s earch by r e c o r d i n g  of 
short form lease summaries and m a s t e r  forms that n e e d  not 
be r e r e c o r d e d  w i t h  each succes s i v e  use.

M u c h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  was given to in clu d i n g  provisions 
for complete indexing of class A  documents by tract in a d d i­
tion to indexing by the names of grantors and grantees in 
the chain of title. It was c o n c l u d e d  that in some recording 
distri cts it w o u l d  di scou r a g e  r e c o r d i n g  of documents if the 
d e t a i l e d  i nform ation n e e d e d  for c o m plet e tract indexing was 
required. Because reg ula t i o n s  can be r e a d i l y  changed, i n­
dexing of class A documents was finally left to the f l e x i b i­
lity of regulation. Indexing of Class B documents is s p e c i­
fically limited in the bill, one of the ways it is emphasi zed 
that class B will not be s e a rched in a search of title.

In n departure from c u rrent law, the c o mmission' s draft 
bill deletes a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  as a r e q u i r e d  part of the c o n v e y­
ance form.

A f t e r  r e v i ewi ng the U n i f o r m  Federal Lie n R e g i s t r a t i o n  
Act, the c ommissio n r e v i s e d  the Act and i n corporated  it into 
the r e c o r d i n g  bill. Several features of the U n i f o r m  Act w e r e  
found to be o b j e c t i o n a b l e  or u n n e c e s s a r y  and w e r e  changed or 
d e let ed by the commission. The c o m mission's bill (1) pr ovides 
for r e c o rding federal liens in lieu of filing them -- the d i s­
tinction being that filing requires the recorder to retain 
paper liens and releases, a p r o c edure i n consi stent w i t h  the 
p h o t o g o p y i n g  s y s tem in use; (2) p rovi d e s  for a single m e t h o d  
of r e c o rding  all federal liens w i t h  the recorder; and (3) does 
not set fees or provide for billing, leaving this m a t t e r  to 
d e p a r t m e n t a l  regulation.

The commission plans to submit its p r o posed bill and 
c o m m e n t a r y  to L e g i s l a t i v e  Council early in 1980 for s ubsequ ent 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  in the Legislature.

(b) Secur ity interests in real property. The p r o­
posed bill  u nder c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is an effort to b ring  into s e­
cured real p r o perty transa c t i o n s  the same principle s that 
govern secur ed p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t ransactions under the U n i­
form C o m m e r c i a l  Code. The bill covers the br oad area of
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relationship, rights and remedies of debtor and secured 
creditor. The state law on deeds of trust w o u l d  be super- 
ceded. In cases w here forecl osure under a power of sale 
is required, thq bill makes possible a comme r c i a l l y  r e a s o n­
able reasonable  resale by listing and sale through a real 
estate agent, in order to avoid the disasterous forced-sale 
prices often r e c eiv ed at p ubl ic auction. W o r k  on the bill 
should be comple ted by early summer of 1980.

(2) Revi sion of AS 10 -- Corporations and A s s o c i a - 
t. io n s . In April"! the commi ssion discussed  the possible 
need for re vision of the state's law on corporations and 
associations. The c ommi ssion appoint ed two of its members 
to conduct an initial o v e rvi ew of specific areas in which 
problems w e r e  encountered. In June, the commis s i o n  dis-" 
cussed these concerns and requested that an e xper t in the 
area of corporations be c o n t act ed for a c o m prehens ive study 
of Title 10 and to provide the commi ssion w i t h  suggestions 
as to w h e t h e r  to proceed with a major  revision.

In September, the c onsultant met w i t h  the c om mission to 
discuss notable approaches to state r egulato ry control of 
corporations. The commission then decided to enter into a 
contract w i t h  the consultant for prepar ation of analyses, 
summaries and comparisons of existing law, other states' 
laws and the Model Act, with recom mendations as to suitable 
changes in A laska law. In December, the commi s s i o n  receive d 
the first installment of research on this project for review.

The c ommis s i o n  will continue its review of b a c k g r o u n d  
materi als and comments and p r o cee d to draft p r o posed l e g i s­
lation in 1980.

(3) Oath, Affirmation, Acknowledgment, Notarizatio n 
a nd V e r i f i c a t i o n . During the commission s c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 
the state's r e c o rding  law, the need for statutory treatment 
ot these subjects became apparent. The commi s s i o n  d eterm ined 
that w hile the terms are frequently encountered in Alaska 
Statutes, neither a clear defini tion nor r e comm ended forms 
are provided. The bill rectifies these inadequacies in e x i s t­
ing law.

M u c h  of the draft bill is the U n i f o r m  R e c o g n i t i o n  of 
A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  Act, drafted by the National Confe r e n c e  of 
Commis s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  State Laws.
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The c o m m i s s i o n  a d o p t e d  the final draft, as amended, at 
its Decemb er meeting. The bill and commentary will be s u b­
mit t e d  to L e g i s l a t i v e  Coun cil early in 1980 for subsequent 
introdu ction into the Legislature.

(4) R e v i s e d  U n i f o r m  L i m i t e d  Par tne r s h i p  A c t . In April 
1978, the c o m m i s s i o n  r e q u e s t e d  the staff to p r e p a r e  a report
and draft bill on this u n i f o r m  Act as d r a fted by the National
Confer e n c e  of C o m m i s s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  State Laws. In O c t o­
ber, the commis s i o n  r e v i e w e d  the draft bill and memoranda.
In December, the c o m m i s s i o n  b e g a n  its formal deliberati ons on 
the draft. The c o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  continue its r eview of this 
bill du ring 1980.

(5) U n i f o r m  F e d e r a l  L i e n  R e g i s t r a t i o n  A c t . In April
1978, the c o m m i s s i o n  r e q u e s t e d  the staff to p r e pare a report
on this u n i f o r m  Act, as d r a f t e d  by the Na tional Conference 
of C o m m i s s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  State Laws. In October, the 
co m m i s s i o n  a d o pted the draft for submission. However, f u r­
ther r e v i e w  of the bill and comments received on the draft 
and the revis i o n  of the rec or d i n g  laws n e c e s s i t a t e d  w i t h d r a w­
ing the Act for submission. The co mmission m a d e  major changes 
in the draft and i n c o r p o r a t e d  it into the bill on recording 
and r e c orded documents. [See Revis ion of Real P r o perty C o n­
vey a n c i n g  Laws, p. 5 of this R e p o r t .1

Topics For Future C o n s i d e r a t i o n

The c o m m i s s i o n  has made no determinati ons as to which 
topics w i l l  be r e v i s e d  or u n d e r  consideration. The c o m m i s­
sion w i l l  sc hedule its future activities early in 1980.

O t h e r

(1) Revision of AS 4 -- A l c o h o l i c  B e v e r a g e s . After 
r e v i e w i n g  e x t e n s i v e  memoranda, the commission, in February 
1978, c o n t r a c t e d  wi th a consult ant to do a p r o po sed rev ision 
of Title 4. The c o m m i s s i o n  h e l d  numerou s hearings and r e­
ceived ext ensive comm ents on this p r o pose d revision. As 
the L e g i s l a t u r e  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  the Title 4 Code Revision 
C o m m i t t e e  to r e v i e w  and revise the same subject matter, the 
co m m i s s i o n  m a d e  its m a t e r i a l s  a vailable to that legislative 
committee. The H o u s e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m ittee was also consi d e r i n g  
several of the sunset p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  state boards and
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commissions, one of w h i c h  was Che A l c o h o l i c  B e v erage Control 
Board. The c o m m i s s i o n  m e t  w i t h  the Ho use C o m m e r c e  C o m m ittee 
in a joint session on M a r c h  16 to discuss alcohol laws and 
c o n t r o l .

In April, the c o m m i s s i o n  s u b m itted  its te ntative draft 
to the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  for furth er r e f erral and to the 
H ouse Co mmerce Commi t t e e  for consideration. It was the 
c o mmi ssion's intent that the draft be s u b m i t t e d  for i n f o r m a­
tional p u r po ses only and did not repr esent a final product. 
The e x t e nsiv e c o m m e n t a r y  that a c c o m p a n i e d  the tentative draft 
was f o r w ar ded to the C o u ncil and Committee in July.

(2) U n i f o r m  M a r r i a g e  and D i v orce A c t . In Sep tember 
1978, the c o m m i s s i o n  r e v i e w e d  e x t e nsive m e m o r a n d a  on the 
p r o p o s e d  u n i f o r m  Act as drafte d by the N a t io nal Conferenc e 
of Commis s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  St~ • Laws. In J a n u a r y  and 
April 1979, the commis s i o n  held hearings in w h i c h  testimony 
from attorneys p r a c t i c i n g  in the field of d o m estic relations 
was received. F o l l o w i n g  the A p r i l  hearing, the c o m m i s s i o n  
d e c i d e d  not to r e c o m m e n d  legislation.

(3) U n i f o r m  Brain  Death A c t . In D e c embe r 1978, the 
c o m m i s s i o n  r e q u ested staff to prepare a report on this u n i­
form Act, as d r afted by the National Confere nce of C o m m i s­
sioners on U n i f o r m  State Laws. After r e v i e w i n g  this m a t e r i a l  
the c o m m i s s i o n , in O c t o b e r  1979, decided not to r e c o m m e n d  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

E N A B LING ACT

The law e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A laska  Code Revisi on C o m m i s s i o n  
a n d  stating  its duties follows:

a • ^ e c - 24.20.075. A laska code commission. (a) The Code 

o f V J h e ° L g ? S t u r e n ^  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a Permanen t commi s s i o n

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  consists of two legislators, one 
from each house, a p p o i n t e d  by the p r e s i d i n g  officer; one 
pu lie m e m b e r  w h o  is not an employee of the state g o v e r n­
ment a p p o i n t e d  by the governor; a designee of the g o v ernor  
w ho is an a t t o r n e y  e m p loyed  by the executive b r a n c h  of



state government; a designee of the chief just ice of the 
supreme court; and a designee of the A laska Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  
a p p o i n t e d  by the board of governo rs of the association. 
Le g i s l a t i v e  members serve at the p l e a s u r e  of the p residing 
officer, and appo i n t e d  m e mbers serve at the p l e a s u r e  of the 
a p p o i n t i n g  authority. M e mbe rs r e c e i v e  the s t a nd ard per 
d i e m  for b o a r d  members, or the r e g u l a r  legislat ive Der diem 
if they are legislators, for days spent on commissi on b u s i­
ness. The c o m m i s s i o n  selects its c h a i r m a n  and v i c e - c h a i r­
man. The d i r e c t o r  of legal services for the Legisl a t i v e  
A f f a i r s  Agency, or his designee, serves as executive s e c r e­
tary for the commission.
(am § 1 ch 57 SLA 1977)

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall
(1) examine the statutes of the state and judici al 

decisions to discover defects and a n ach ronisms in the law;
(2) r eview and c o n s i d e r  p r o p o s e d  changes in the 

law r e c o m m e n d e d  by the N a t ional  L a w  Institute, the National 
Co n f e r e n c e  of Commi s s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  State Laws, the A laska 
Judicial Council, the supreme court, the state or local bar 
associations, p r i n c i p a l  departments, agencies, boards and 
commis s i o n s  of the executive or judicial branch, and c o m m i t­
tees of the legislati ve branch;

(3) recei ve and c o n sid er suggestio ns from the 
A l a s k a  bench and bar, public officials, organizations, and 
individuals as to areas of law n e e d i n g  r e v i e w  and remedy;

(4) recom mend changes in law n eeded to eliminate 
a n t i q u a t e d  and inadequate rules of law and to brin g the law 
into h a rmony w i t h  current needs and conditions.

(d) The commission  may
(1) hold public h e a rings  and other m e e ti ngs as 

n e c e s s a r y  throughout the state and shall determine an a p p r o­
priate q u o r u m  for condu cting business;

(2) e s t a blish one or m o r e  subcominissions to assist 
it in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of its duties.

(e) The staff of the L e g i s l a t i v e  Affairs Agency serves 
as staff for the commission. Subject to appropriation for the 
purpose, the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  request the agency to contract 
w i t h  other agencies or persons for the p e r f o r m a n c e  of n e c e s­
sary services

(f) The co mmi s s i o n  shall submit its reports and r e c o m­
mendations, and draft legislat ion as to revision  of law, to 
the L e g i s l a t i v e  Council and shall d i s t r i b u t e  them to the 
governor, m e m b e r s  of the legislature, and the chief j u s tice 
of the supreme court.



(g) All branche s of state g o v e r n m e n t  shall p r o v i d e  
information and d o c u m e n t s  r e q u e s t e d  by the c o m m i s s i o n  
n e c e s s a r y  to tie a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  of its work.

(h) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall m a k e  a formal r e q u e s t  to the 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Council for funds it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for the 
per diem, travel, and c o n t r a c t u a l  e x p enses of the commission. 
Funds a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the c o m m i s s i o n  are to b e  d i s b u r s e d  a nd 
a c c o u n t e d  for u n d e r  p r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e d  by the L e g i s l a t i v e  
A f f a i r s  Agency. The c o m m i s s i o n  c h a i r m a n  shall  a p p r o v e  all 
e x p e n d i t u r e  documents. (§ 1 ch 114 SLA 1976)
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