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Dear,. :

F r o m  C l i f f  W a r r e n

I w r i t e  y o u  r e g a r d i n g  CSHB 412, w h i c h  r equires a d o c t o r  to 
be .on d u t y  at all times in the five maj or h o s p i t a l s  of 
A l a s k a  to not o n l y  give e m e r g e n c y  care to p a t ients b r o u g h t  
to an e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  b u t  also to r e g u l a r  p a t i e n t s  in the 
h o s p i t a l  -- and to give full p r o t e c t i v e  care to those 
r e g u l a r  patients. In s m aller hospitals, m e d i c a l  staff 
d o c t o r s  w o u l d  be in the h o s p i t a l  o r  stand i n g  b y  in the n e a r  
vicinity.

I h a v e  done e x t e nsive  r e s e arc h, and k n o w  from p e r s o n a l  
experi e n c e ,  that p r e s e n t l y  the f o l l ow ing takes place :

If a h o s p i t a l  p a t i e n t’s c o n d i t i o n  becomes c r i t i c a l ,  a 
n u r s e  calls the a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  if she is q u a l i f i e d  
to k n o w  the d a n g e r  signs (she is not a doctor) or is 
n o t  a fra id to e ndure  the w r a t h  of a d o c t o r  w h o  d o e s n ' t  
w a n t  to be b othered. W h i l e  some doctors co me r u n n i n g ,  
m a n y  wil l not; those d o cto rs m a y  tell the n u r s e  to give 
a p a i n  shot or pill along w i t h  an "I'll see the p a t i e n t  
later" (which m e a n s  if n o t  that night, the next day) -- 
then the p a t i e n t  b e c o m e s  s e r i o u s l y  i n j ured or dies.
C a n  you imagine bei ng in the intens ive care u n i t  w h e r e  
m i n u t e s  count and no q u a l i f i e d  doct or is r e a d i l y  a v a i l­
able? You m a y  be told that there is a co de call in 
case of an emergency, and that any d octor in the h o u s e  
w i l l  come running. This is a falsi ty in m o s t  c a s e s ,  as 
there are not. d o c t o r s  a v a i l a b l e  at all times in the 
hospital, and m a n y  d o ctors will not answer the c a l l  
b e c a u s e  they d on't wan t to get involved w i t h  a n o t h e r  
d o c t o r ' s  patient. Perhaps, as I have been i n f o rmed, 
y o u  m a y  recall a L e g i s l a t i v e  hearing held . y e a r  or 
so ago at w h i c h  there w a s  testim ony about the " S l o w  
W a l k "  used by d o c tors in a n s w e r i n g  e m e r g e n c y  calls.

I b e l i e v e  e very p a t i e n t  in a majo r A l a s k a n  h o s p i t a l  is 
e n t i t l e d  to p r o t e c t i v e  care w i t h  a q u a l i f i e d  d o c t o r  on d u t y  
at all times.- That d octor w o u l d  c h e c k  the c r i t i c a l  and post 
and p r e - o p e r a t i v e  p a t i e n t s  h i m s e l f  frequently, and c h e c k  
p a t i e n t s  in the i n t e n s i v e  care units even mor e fr eque n t l y .  
That doctor' should i m m e d i a t e l y  answer a n u r se's call w h e n  
she is c o n c e r n e d  o v e r ,a patient. That doctor, if time 
allows, should also be r e q u i r e d  to call the a t t e n d i n g  
p h y s i c i a n  w h e n  n e e d e d  and r e q u i r e  that he come immedi a t e l y .  
But the h o s p i t a l  d o c t o r  s h ould  also be r e q u i r e d  to g i v e  
e m e r g e n c y  t r e a t m e n t  w h e n  a patients' life or h e a l t h  is 
b eing threatened.

In spite of what you m a y  hear, the five m ajo r h o s p i t a l s  do 
not h a v e  doctors on duty at all times to give p r o t e c t i v e  and 
e m e r g e n c y  care to h o s p i t a l  p a t i e n t s  as o u t l i n e d  above. The 
M i l i t a r y  and N ative h o s p i t a l s  in A n c h o r a g e  have i n f o r m e d  me 
that the y do have  the d o ctors as o u t lined above on d u t y  at 
all times, etc.



•It is a c k n o w l e d g e d  that the small er h o s p i t a l s  in A l a s k a  
cannot a f f o r d  h o u s e  doctors, and b e c a u s e  m o s t  of the m a j o r  
o p e r a t i v e  and c r i t i c a l  p a t i e n t s  are sent to the m ajor 
hospital s, there isn't as great a need. The s m aller h o s ­
pitals w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to have a m e m b e r  of the m e d i c a l  
staff on d u t y  at all times or in the ne ar v i c i n i t y  to a n swer  
e m e r g e n c y  calls, and that d o c t o r  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to c h e c k  
on p r e  and p o s t - o p e r a t i v e  and c r i t i c a l  patients, etc. and 
p e r f o r m  the o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the doctors in the l a r g e r  
hospitals. It is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that this is a l r e a d y  
be i n g  done in m a n y  of the s m a l l e r  hospitals.

It is i n e x c u s a b l e  that the large h o s p i t a l s  do n o t  h a v e  a 
q u a l i f i e d  d o c t o r  on duty at all times on the premises. 
H o s p i t a l s  like P r o v i d e n c e  in A n c h o r a g e  w i t h  a t h o u s a n d  
employees, i n c l u d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  (several), p u b l i c  
relati ons officers, c a r p e n t e r  shops, p e r s o n n e l  director s, 
etc., etc., c e r t a i n l y  can a f f o r d  a house doctor. Perha ps it 
w ould put a s t r a i n  on Ba rtlett M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  in Juneau, 
but I q u e s t i o n  that.

Even if the State subsidized those h o s p i t a l s  n e e d i n g  help 
to a r e a s o n a b l e  degree, it w o u l d  be a cheap investment. The 
additi o n a l  cost to the State, a c c o r d i n g  to e s t i mates p r e p a r e d  
by B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  last year, w o u l d  be less than 
three h u n d r e d  t h o u sand dollars a year. If the State p a i d  
the e n t i r e  cos t for all five m a j o r  h ospit als, it w o u l d  come to 
only $1,500,000. I k n o w  of no b e t t e r  inv est m e n t  for the 
S t a t e .

You m a y  hear m a n y  asinine s t a t e m e n t s  by h o s p i t a l s  and 
doctors abou t my involvement: that I am w r o u g h t  w i t h  grief
and do n't k n o w  w h a t  I am doing, or that I seek r e v e n g e  for 
what I b e l i e v e  h a p p e n e d  to m y  wife, etc. I w i l l  always 
grieve for m y  June w h o m  m a n y  of you  knew, but I seek no 
revenge and I h a v e  t horoughl y i n v e s t i g a t e d  this matter.
S e nat or S t e v e n s  has informed me that he also i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and found no other h o s p i t a l s  in the lower F o r t y - E i g h t  of 
over f orty beds w i t h o u t  doctors on duty as I d e s c r i b e d  
above. I have n o t h i n g  p e r s o n a l  to gain by f i g hting for HB 
412, and k n o w  I w i l l  be a t t a c k e d  for doing so. I on ly hope 
that in the name of m y  wife I can save some one else's life.

I d on't think that there are any of you who do not k n o w  of
a p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  or the e x p e r i e n c e s  of a f r i e n d  or
relati ve r e g a r d i n g  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  in Alaska. I t 's 
time that s o m e t h i n g  is done about it.

I h a v e  b e e n  told that an a m ended v e r s o n  of CSHB 412 will
never be enacted b e cause  the hospitals' and doctors'
lobbyi sts ave too p o w e r f u l  and will b l o c k  it. I c a n n o t



b e l i e v e  that any of you, once y o u  k n o w  the story, w o u l d  
s u c c u m b  to p r e s s u r e s  from  those lobbyists. But if there 
are a m o n g  y o u  those who w o u l d  take the t h i r t y  p i e c e s  of 
s i l v e r  at the cost of i njury or d e a t h  to A l a s k a n s  -- w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  th ems e l v e s  and their loved ones, I can only shake 
m y  h e a d  in disbelief. I w o u l d  also r e m i n d  those w h o  go 
O u t s i d e  for m e d i c a l  trea tment that e m e r g e n c i e s  do arise, and 
like it or not, y o u  can end up in an A l a s k a n  hospital.

I p r a y  that  you w i l l  s u p p o r t  this m u c h - n e e d e d  and e s s e n t i a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  in an a m e n d e d  m e a n i n g f u l  form.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  yours,

CliTf W a r r e n

PS: Y o u  m a y  be i n t e r e s t e d  in m y  a t t a c h e d  com ments on the
c u r r e n t  m a l p r a c t i c e  statute.

A t t a c h m e n t  -



From Cliff W a r r e n

Dear Sg^dbyiafrcrr-:

As some of you m a y  know, I am p r e s e n t l y  engaged in a m a l­
pra c t i c e  and w r o n g f u l  death lawsui t over the m a l t r e a t m e n t  
and d ^ a t h  of m y  wife, June. A l t h o u g h  it is too late to help 
me s pecifically, p e rhaps b y  m y  letting you know h o w  the 
p r e s e n t  m a l p r a c t i c e  w r o n g f u l  d eath statute has affected me 
it w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  cause you to make  chang es in the law to 
p r e v e n t  the same things from h a p p e n i n g  to others.

To start out, I w i l l  give some examples of what I am talking 
a b o u t .

What w o u l d  y o u  think of a s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  a p o l i c e m a n  or 
lawyer, etc., t h rough  n e gligence , caused injury and death to 
someone you loved, and then that p o l i c e m a n  or lawyer wro te 
the official report of the incident c a usin g the injury or 
death. Then you were r e q u i r e d  to go to another pol.'ceman or 
lawyer for an o p inion  to be able to sustain  a lawsuit, 
regardless of the clear evidence you had. If you were 
lucky, you m i g h t  find a rare p o l i c e m a n  or lawyer to give you 
an ho nest o p i n i o n  for a small fee, but suppose you had the 
choice of asking for an o p i n i o n  from a p o l i c e m a n  or lawyer 
to w h o m  y o u  had to pay thousands of dolla rs or a p o l i c e m a n  
or lawyer who was a friend or assoc iate of the defendant. 
What w o u l d  y o u  do if you did not have the thousands of 
dollars to pay?

Furthermore, suppose the St ate e n a ct ed a law that you 
couldn't gather e v i d ence t h r o u g h  deposit ions, etc., prior to 
filing the lawsuit, to c o rrec t erroneous and incomplete 
records m a d e  out b y  the d e f e n d a n t  p o l i c e m a n  or lawyer.

Then suppose the State e n a cted a law that required a three- 
m e m b e r  a d v i s o r y  panel to be a p p o i n t e d  by the judge from a 
list of p o l i c e m e n  or lawyers s u b m i t t e d  from the policemen's 
own police department, or from the lawyer's bar association. 
Then suppose the judge a p p o inted three members from the 
p o l i c e m a n ' s  p r e c i n c t  s t ation w h i c h  was also being sued along 
with the policema n, or three m e m b ers of the l a w y e r 's 'own law 
firm that was also being sued along w i t h  the lawyer. Then 
one of these groups of three m e e t  and don't call any w i t­
nesses, take any statements', affidavits, or honor requests 
to give testimony, but p r o c e e d  to give an advisory opinion 
that will be given to and influence the trial jury, all 
based only on records p r e p a r e d  by the defendants. Even 
though those records t hemse l v e s  w o u l d  show liability, they 
can be ignored beca use such an o p i nion is not given under 
oath. T h e n  the d efendant can try to use that opinion for 
mo tions for s u mmary judgment, etc.



Page three

A l o n g  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n  in the m e d i c a l  insurance statute 
that names of doctors found g u i l t y  of m a l p r a c t i c e  cannot be 
given to the p u b l i c  on request, I w o u l d  urge the Legislat ure 
to revise the p r e s e n t  m a l p r a c t i c e  statute as follows:

(1) That d i s c o v e r y  can be ma de b efore  filing suits.

(2) T h a t  the medica l a d v i s o r y  panel must be made up 
of doctors agreed upon by d efen dants and p l a i n­
tiffs and funds be p r o v i d e d  to bri ng in impartial 
doctors not known or a s s o c i a t e d  with either party, 
etc., if the judge must appoint w h e n  there is no 
agreeme nt b e t w e e n  p a rties r e g a rd ing A l a s k a n  doctors.

(3) R e q u i r e  that the m e d i c a l  advisory panel hear all 
wi t n e s s e s  desi ring to testify b e f o r e  it, receive 
depositions, affidavits, and any evidence any 
p a r t y  wishes to present.

(4) That the expert a d v i s o r y  panel file its opinion 
u nder oath giving the p o r tions of the records used 
and why, affidavits, testimony, the m e d i c a l  texts 
used, etc., and that the panel m e m b e r s  did not 
kn o w  any of the d efendants  or pla intiffs and that 
the p a n e l’s opinion was impartial and honestly 
arrived at, etc.

C5) That as of now, the a d v isory  p a n e l’s opinion
cannot be used for summary judgments, and the 
m e m b e r s  are still under o bliga t i o n  to be examined 
during the trial that should remain if due process 
is to be maintained.

(6) That an expert adviso ry panel's o p inion can
not be used unless the panel is c o m p o s e d  of
speciali sts in matters involved in the l i t­
igation  .

I hope you will give c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the above and make 
other a p p r o p r i a t e  changes in the law. I will be in Juneau 
W e d n e s d a y  t h r o u g h  Friday, begin n i n g  M a r c h  28th. I would be 
h appy to talk with anyone or appear before any Committee 
then or in the future. ,

On a p e r sonal note, I wish to tell you that when a Catholic 
priest told me about the powerful forces I w o u l d  face he was 
dead right. I'd rather have taken on the Mafia. But those 
forces are only powerful if the courts and L e gi slature allow 
them to be powerful. Part of the battle is fighting off the 
bunk that is trying to be peddled to Legislator s and the 
court system: that I am obsessed  over grief, taking revenge,
have no case, that my wife died of cancer, etc.
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ON
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 412

Committee Substitute for House Bill 412 deals with minimum standards for 
hospital care. The bill requires that acute care hospitals provide for 
coverage by a hospital attending physician. That physician is responsible 
for:

1. providing emergency hospital services;

2. monitoring certain hospital patients in acute medical situations at 
reasonably frequent intervals; and

3. responding to emergency calls for assistance from other medical 
professionals in the hospital.

The bill mandates acute care hospitals with 40 or more beds to have a 
hospital attending physician on duty at all times. Smaller acute care 
hospitals shall have a hospital attending physician on duty or on-call 
in the near vicinity of the hospital at all times. The bill sets penal­
ties for hospital board of director members or hospital administrators 
who fail or refuse to provide such services as being guilty of a mis­
demeanor and punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 for each day 
of the offense. The bill also requires hospital board of directors to 
file complaints and follow-up reports regarding the investigation of the 
complaints to the State Medical Board regarding failure or refusal of a 
hospital attending physician to perform these duties. The final section 
of the bill, expands the definition of unprofessional or dishonorable 
conduct for licensed physicians to include "a willful failure or refusal 
of a physician" to perform duties of a hospital attending physician when 
required to do so by a hospital. Unprofessional or dishonorable conduct 
on the part of a physician may be used by State Medical Board to revoke 
the offending physician's license.

Discussion Points

1. Requiring acute care hospitals of 40 or more beds to have a 
physician physically present at all times may be burdensome to 
some hospitals. Presently five (5) hospitals in the state would 
be affected by this requirement:

a. Ketchikan - Ketchikan General Hospital

b. Juneau - Bartlett Memorial Hospital

c. Anchorage - Alaska Hospital

d. Anchorage - Providence Hospital

e. Fairbanks - Fairbanks Memorial Hospital



The cost o f  such se rv ic e s  p a r t ic u la r ly  K e tch ikan  and Juneau w ou ld  
be s u b s t a n t ia l .  A t p resen t they have an o n - c a ll schedu le  f o r  
p h y s ic ia n s  in  the  community and i n  the case o f  B a r t le t t  H o s p it a l , 
they o n ly  have on emergency room p h y s ic ia n  on the  prem ises f o r  
c e r t a in  hours o f  the  day bu t no t f o r  the  e n t ir e  p e r io d . In  March 
o f  1979, B a r t le t t  e s t im a ted  i t s  cost o f  im p lem en tin g  t h is  b i l l  to  
be n e a r ly  $300 ,000  fo r  th a t  h o s p it a l a lo n e .

The A la ska  C o u n c il on Emergency M ed ic a l S erv ices  has been con­
s id e r in g  s tandards  f o r  h o s p it a ls  based on s iz e  o f  community. In  
these  d r a f t  s ta n d a rd s , o n ly  the  la r g e s t  communities (d e f in e d  as 
s e rv in g  a community o f  150 ,000 persons o r  more) w ou ld  be re q u ire d  
to  p ro v id e  a p h y s ic ia n  in  the  h o s p it a l p rem ise s . These d r a f t  
s ta n d a rd s , w h ich  have no t ye t o f f i c i a l l y  been adop ted , s ta te  th a t  
h o s p it a ls  s e rv in g  s m a lle r  communities s h o u ld  p ro v id e  24-hour 
p h y s ic ia n  o n - c a ll coverage o f  the emergency room w it h in  15 m inutes 
by  a p h y s ic ia n  t r a in e d  in  emergency m e d ic in e . The d r a f t  standards 
a ls o  in c lu d e  c e r t a in  t r a in in g  requ irem ents  f o r  emergency room , 
n u rs e s , and o th e r p e rs o n n e l. The b i l l  p re s e n t ly  does no t d e f in e  ‘ 
" o n - c a ll"  as any s p e c if ic  t im e  l im i t  from  the h o s p i t a l . I t  may be 
a p p ro p r ia te  to  amend the b i l l  to  address the tim e frame is s u e .

H o s p it a ls  a re  a lre a d y  re q u ire d  to  meet many types o f  s tandards  o f  
c a re . These in c lu d e  s tandards  se t b y :

a . J o in t  Commission on A c c re d it a t io n  o f  H o s p ita ls

b .  C e r t i f ic a t io n  and L ic e n s in g  by D iv is io n  o f  S tate  H ea lth  
P la n n in g  and Development

c . R is k  Management Programs

d . M ed icare/M ed ica id

P la c in g  a d d it io n a l s tandards  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  impact cost o f  care  to  
consumers and to  the S ta te , when i t  purchases care  th rough  m ed ic a l 

a s s is ta n c e  program s .

The b i l l  does no t address the v a lu e  o f  coverage o f  h o s p it a ls  by 
nurse  p r a c t it io n e r s ,  emergency m ed ic a l t e c h n ic ia n s , pa ram ed ics , and 
o th e r a l l i e d  h e a lt h  p r o fe s s io n a ls . It . i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  these 
p ro fe s s io n a ls  may have more c u rre n t  expe rience  in  the emergency 
m ed ic a l f i e l d ,  than  a p h y s ic ia n  who does not s p e c ia l iz e  in  t h is  

type  o f  m e d ic in e .



____ J. ■ ________
Page Three

I f f 5:

Departm ent’s P o s it io n

The Department o f  H e a lth  and S o c ia l S e rv ices  reco gn ize s  the  need f o r  
in c re ased  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  emergency m ed ic a l s e rv ic e s . We b e l ie v e  th a t  

p ro v is io n s  o f  the  b i l l  may p rove  burdensome to  some h o s p it a ls  and may 
r a is e  the  cost o f  h o s p it a l ca re  to  consumers in  the S ta te .

Approved b y :
A l le n  K. Korhonen, Deputy Comm issioner 
Department o f  H e a lth  and S o c ia l S e rv ices

(DATE)



A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

M a y  12, 1 9 8 0

M r .  C h a r l i e  P a r r  

V C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
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D e a r  C h a i r m a n  P a r r :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s e n d i n g  m o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o s p i t a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c . ' s  c o m m e n t s  o n  H . B . 4 1 2 .  I a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p l y  _o t h o s e  co.’.nments. M y  r e p l y  r e f e r s  

t o  p a r a g r a p h s  i n  t h e  .A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c . ' s  c o m m e n t s :

P a r a g r a p h  ?.

I t  is n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  i n  H . B .  4 1 2  f o r  a n  o n - c a l l  p h y s i c i a n  i n  t h e  n e a r  v i c i n i t y  
w o u l d  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c h a n g e  w h a t  is a l r e a d y  i n  u s e ,  a n d  
w o u l d  n o t  c a u s e  a f i s c a l  h a r d s h i p .

A s  t o  t h e  r e m a r k s  t h a t  i f  t h e  11 v o l u n t a r y " c a l l  s c h e d u l e  
b r o k e  d o w n  a n d  p h y s i c i a n s  r e q u i r e d  r e n u m e r a t i o n ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  

h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  m i g h t  b e  n e e d e d ,  a n d  a m a n d a t e d  s c h e d u l e  
c o u l d  i n h i b i t  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
I a n s w e r  a s  f o l l o w s :

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  s m a l l  h o s p i t a l s  c l a i m  t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y  
d o i n g  w h a t  H . B .  4 1 2  r e q u i r e s ,  t h e y  m u s t  f e e l  t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  

d o i n g  is n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  p a t i e n t s .  I h o p e  
t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  c h e c k i n g  o n  c r i t i c a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t s ,  
a n s w e r i n g  a n u r s e ' s  c a l l ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  i f  t i m e  

a l l o w e d ,  a n d  g i v i n g  e m e r g e n c y  t r e a t m e n t  to s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t  f r o m  
i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h  n o t  o n l y  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  p a t i e n t s ,  b u t  a l l  i n - h o s p i ­
tal  p a t i e n t s .

W h a t  d o  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  w a n t ?  T h e y  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  s u c h  

r e q u i r e d  s e r v i c e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  w a n t  t h e  r i g h t  
to d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  i f  t h e y  f e e l  l i k e  it.

E v e r y  A l a s k a n  h a s  a r i g h t  t o  d e m a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  
i n  H . B .  4 1 2  a n d  a n y  h o s p i t a l  t h a t  a d m i t s  p a t i e n t s  w i t h o u t  t h o s e  

r e q u i r e d  p r o t e c t i o n s  is n o t  a h o s p i t a l ,  b u t  a f i r s t  a i d  s t a t i o n ,  
a n d  i s  g u i l t y  o f  t h e  m o s t  g r o s s  c r i m i n a l  n e g l i g e n c e .  H . B .  4 1 2  
m a k e s  s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  h o s p i t a l s  a l w a y s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y



p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i n h o s p i t a l  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  p a t i e n t s .

A s  to t h e  r e m a r k s  t h a t  p h y s i c i a n s  m a y  d e m a n d  r e n u m e r a t i o n  
i f  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d o  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l l e g e d l y  a l r e a d y  d o i n g  

a n d  t h a t  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  m a y  
b e c o m e  d i f f i c u l t  i f  H . B .  4 1 2  m a n d a t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s ,  e t c . ,  i s  a 

V b u n c h  o f  b u n k  w i t h  n o  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  f a c t ,  b u t  o n l y  " i f ' s " ,  m i g h t ' s "  
a n d  " c o u l d ' s " .

Every small c o m m u n i t y  h o s p i t a l  is a m o n o p o l y  w i t h  only the 
p h y s i c i a n s  a l l o w e d  to p r a c t i c e  in that h o s p i t a l  (whether p u blic 
or private) b e i n g  the ones admit t e d  to p r a c t i c e  by the medica l 
staff o f  the hospital.

A n y  p h y s i c i a n  n o w  a m e m b e r  o f  t h a t  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  o r  a s  a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h a t  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  c o u l d ,  w o u l d ,  o r  

s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  a n d  d e p r i v e d  o f  h i s  r i g h t  
to p r a c t i c e  i n  t h a t  h o s p i t a l  if h e  r e f u s e d  to p e r f o r m  i n  t u r n  

t h e  d u t i e s  o f  H . B .  4 1 2 .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s o - c a l l e d  v o l u n t e e r  s y s t e m  
r e m i n d s  m e  o f  t h e  a r m y  w h e n  t h e  s a r g e a n t  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  
a n d  s a y s  y o u  j u s t  v o l u n t e e r e d .  T h e  f a c t  is t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f s  in 

t h e s e  s m a l l  h o s p i t a l s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  t a k e  t h e i r  t u r n s  
s e r v i n g  a s  o n - c a l l  p h y s i c i a n s .  A n y o n e  r e f u s i n g  t o  s e r v e  s h o u l d n ' t  
b e  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f .

A s  t o  i n f l u e n c i n g  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  n e w  p h y s i c i a n s ,  a n y  p h y s i c i a n  
n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  t a k e  h i s  t u r n  as a n  o n - c a l l  p h y s i c i a n  s h o u l d  n o t  
b e  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  is 

b e t t e r  o f f  w i t h o u t  h i m .  T h e  t r u t h  is t h a t  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  n e w  

p h y s i c i a n s  ( w i t h  r a r e  e x c e p t i o n s )  is a m a t t e r  o f  e c o n o m i c s .  T h a t  
p h y s i c i a n  g o e s  t h e r e  t o  m a k e  m o n e y  a n d  s t a y s  t h e r e  i f  h e  is 
m a k i n g  m o n e y .

I n  s u m m a r y ,  t h e  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  n o  l e g i t i m a t e  
c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  II.B. 412.

P a r a g r a p h  3

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  c o m m e n t s  a r e  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i t  w o u l d  
b e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e v e l o p  a f i s c a l  i m p a c t  f i g u r e .  I t  w o u l d  
b e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m a j o r  h o s p i t a l s  t o  l o c a t e  a n d  c o n t r a c t  i n - h o u s e  
p h y s i c i a n s .

E m e r g e n c y  R o o m  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  o n  d u t y  24 h o u r s  a d a y ,  w h o ,  

f o r  p a t i e n t s ,  a r e  i n  a l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  o r  r e q u i r e  p r o m p t  

a t t e n t i o n .  P a t i e n t s  a r e  n o t  r o u t i n e l y  v i s i t e d  b y  o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  

u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n s .  A r e a s  w i t h  c r i t i c a l  
p a t i e n t s  a r e  m o n i t e r e d  b y  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  n u r s e s  a n d  o t h e r  
t e c h n i c a l  s t a f f ,  e t c .  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d  t h a n  c o n t r a c t e d  p h y s i c i a n s  w h o



m i g h t  c h e c k  p a t i e n t s .  P h y s i c i a n s  i n  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  b y  p h o n e  o r  h a v e  d e s i g n a t e d  a l t e r n a t e s  t o  b e  c o n t a c t e d  

i f  a s s i s t a n c e  is r e q u i r e d .  P h o n e  d i r e c t i o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m o r e  
e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  h a v i n g  a n o n - a t t e n d i n g  a t t e m p t  t o  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  
w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  d u r i n g  a c r i s e s .  U s u a l l y  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  a r e  

l e f t  b y  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  l i f e  saving' 
e f f o r t s  t o  b e  i n i t i a t e d  e v e n  b e f o r e  a p h y s i c i a n  b e c o m e s  p r e s e n t  
o n  t h e  s c e n e .

T h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  c o m m e n t s  a r e :  I t  s h o u l d
n o t  b e  a n y  h a r d e r  to l o c a t e  i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n s  f o r  A l a s k a n  

h o s p i t a l s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  h o s p i t a l .  A l a s k a  h a s  n o  s h o r t a g e  o f  
p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  a s u f f i c i e n t  a m o u n t  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  s o u t h  48. B u t  i t  is n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h i r e  i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n s  
a s  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  c a n  t a k e  a t u r n  as a n  
i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n .

C e r t a i n l y  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f s  o f  t h e  l a r g e  h o s p i t a l s  
a n  i n d i v i u d a l  d o c t o r ' s  t u r n  w o u l d  c o m e  u p  o n l y  a f e w  t i m e s  a y e a r .  

T h e s e  h o s p i t a l s  c a n  h a v e  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e s e  d o c t o r s .

A g a i n ,  i f  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  d u t y  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  
r o o m s  24 h o u r s  a d a y ,  t h e n  t h e s e  p h y s i c i a n s  c a n  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  
as p r e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  H . B .  4 1 2 .

I t ' s  r i d i c u l o u s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  h o s p i t a l s ,  t h a t  h a v e  s e v e r a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  m a i n t a i n  s h o p s  a n d  c r e w s ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r s ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  a n  i n - h o u s e  d o c t o r .

C u t  s o m e  o f  t h e  u n n e e d e d  f a t  a n d  g i v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n s  a 

h o s p i t a l  is s u p p o s e d  t o  g i v e ,  t h a t  is g i v e  f u l l  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  
c a r e  o f  i t s  p a t i e n t s .

B a r t l e t t  H o s p i t a l  h a d  n o  t r o u b l e  a r r i v i n g  a t  a c o s t  f i g u r e ,  

a n d  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  t a k e  a n y  t i m e  to f i f g u r e  t h e  c o s t  f o r  i n - h o u s e  
d o c t o r s  i_f n e e d e d .

A s  I h a v e  s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  o v e r a l l  c o s t  o f  
o p e r a t i n g  a h o s p i t a l  w i t h  a t h o u s a n d  e m p l o y e e s  o r  l e s s  w o u l d  

i n c r e a s e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h i r i n g  i n - h o u s e  d o c t o r s .

M o s t  p e o p l e  I h a v e  t a l k e d  w i t h  w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  to p a y  a l i t t l e  

m o r e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n .  E m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n s  (if t h e r e  a r e  
any) a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  c a l l e d  o r  n o t  c a l l e d  a t  a l l  f o r  a r e g u l a r  

p a t i e n t ' s  e m e r g e n c y ,  a n d  t h e s e  e m e r g e n c y  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  n o t  
c h e c k i n g  c r i t i c a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t s .  A n y  i n - h o u s e  p a t i e n t  c a n  b e c o m e  
c r i t i c a l  f o r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  r e a s o n s .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a d m i t s  t h a t  c r i t i c a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t s  a r e  n o t  
r o u t i n e l y  c h e c k e d  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n .
I t  i s  t i m e  t h i s  is d o n e .  T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s p e a k s  o f  c r i t i c a l



p a t i e n t s  b e i n g  m o n i t o r e d  b y  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  n u r s e s ,  e t c . ,  
w h o  a r e  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d  t h a n  t h e  i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n .

N u r s e s  a r e  n o t  p h y s i c i a n s  n o r  a r e  t h e y  t r a i n e d  as s u c h ,  

n o r  c a n  n u r s e s  o r  t e c h n i c i a n s  t a k e  a l l  t h e  m e d i c a l  a c t i o n s  t h a t  
m a y  b e  n e e d e d  to p r e v e n t  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h ,  as o n l y  a p h y s i c i a n  
is a u t h o r i z e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  a c t i o n s  n e e d e d .

P a t i e n t s  in i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t s  a r e  v e r y  c r i t i c a l  a n d  
m i n u t e s  c o u n t .  Y o u  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  h a v e  t i m e  to c o n t a c t  a n  a t t e n d ­
i n g  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  g e t  h i m  to t h e  p a t i e n t  i n  t i m e .

P s y c h i c  m e d i c i n e  o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  d o e s n ' t  a l w a y s  w o r k  as 
a p a t i e n t  m a y  d e v e l o p  a c o n d i t i o n  o n l y  a p h y s i c i a n  c a n  t e l l  b y  
b e i n g  p r e s e n t  a n d  t h e n  g i v e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  n e c e s s a r y .

I  S t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  a r e n ' t  w o r t h  a d a m  if t h e  p a t i e n t  d e v e l o p e s
a c o n d i t i o n  t h e  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  d o n ' t  c o v e r .  T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

ft a t t e m p t s  to m i s l e a d  b y  i n f e r r i n g  a n  i n - h o u s e  d o c t o r  is a l w a y s

g o i n g  t o  g i v e  t r e a t m e n t  d u r i n g  a c r i s i s .  H . B .  4 1 2  is v e r y  c l e a r  

t h a t  t h e  i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n s  c o n t a c t s  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  
o r d e r s  h i m  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  p a t i e n t  if h e  f e e l s  it is n e c e s s a r y  
a n d  t i m e  a l l o w s .  A n  i n - h o u s e  d o c t o r  c a n  t a k e  t h e  s t e p s  n e e d e d  

w h i c h  o n l y  a d o c t o r  c a n  t a k e ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  
j p h y s i c i a n ,  a n d  t h e  p a t i e n t  is n o t  b e i n g  i n j u r e d  o r  d i e s  w a i t i n g

f o r  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  t o  s h o w  up.

T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  in H . B .  4 1 2  t h a t  p r e v e n t s  t h e  n u r s e  f r o m  

a l s o  c a l l i n g  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n .  If t i m e  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  
a w a i t  f o r  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  t o  s h o w  u p  a n d  a p a t i e n t  is 
t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  i m m e d i a t e  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h ,  t h e n  a n d  o n l y  t h e n  
is t h e  i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n  f o r c e d  to ac t .  H o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e  

d i e d  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  to g e t  t h e r e  o r  b e c a u s e  
p s y c h i c  t e l e p h o n e  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  w a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e  o r  t h e  

p h y s i c i a n  r e f u s e d  to a t t e n d  t h e  p a t i e n t .  A n y  d e c e n t  d o c t o r  s h o u l d  
w e l c o m e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a n ' i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n ,  n o t  o n l y  to g i v e  
h i s  p a t i e n t  n e e d e d  p r o t e c t i o n ,  b u t  s a v i n g  h i m  u n n e e d e d  e m e r g e n c y  
c a l l s  to t h e  h o s p i t a l .  T h e r e  is n o  r e q u i r e m e n t  in H . B .  4 1 2  as 
a m e n d e d  t h a t  is n o t  v i t a l  i f  A l a s k a n s  a r e  to r e c e i v e  t h e  p r o t e c ­

t i o n s  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to. A n y  p a t i e n t  e v e n  t h e  n o n - c r i t i c a l  

■ p a t i e n t s  c a n  d e v e l o p  c r i s e s ,  m a n y  c a u s e d  b y  c o n d i t i o n s  n o t  k n o w n  
b y  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n .  T e l e p h o n e  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  
is m o r a l l y  a n d  e t h i c a l l y  w r o n g .

] . P a r a g r a p h  4.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  m a l p r a c t i c e  a n d  m a l p r a c t i c e  

i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  W i t h  a l l  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n ,  t o  o p p o s e  H . B .  412, 
t h i s  is t h e  m a i n  u n d e r l y i n g  r e a s o n .  T h e  i n - h o u s e  d o c t o r  w o u l d n ' t  
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  if h e  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ' s  o r d e r s .



P a g e  F i v e
M r .  C h a r l i e  P a r r

Y e s ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w o u l d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a l p r a c t i c e  
i f  t h e  i n - h o u s e  p h y s i c i a n  w a s  g r o s s l y  n e g l i g e n t  w i t h  a n  i n -  
h o u s e  p a t i e n t  t h e  s a m e  a s  h e  w o u l d  b e  f o r  b e i n g  g r o s s l y  n e g l i­
g e n t  w i t h  a n  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p a t i e n t .

I t  i s  a n d  a l w a y s  w i l l  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a h o s p i t a l  

t o  h a v e  q u a l i f i e d  d o c t o r s  w h e t h e r  i n - h o u s e  o r  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  
s t a f f .  W h e n  a h o s p i t a l  o p e n s  i t s  d o o r s  a n d  a c c e p t s  p a t i e n t s  
t h e  r i s k  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  is a l w a y s  t h e r e .  A  h o s p i t a l  is 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c a r e  o f  i t s  p a t i e n t s  a n d  to 
s e e  t h a t  q u a l i f i e d  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  is a v a i l a b l e .  I r e m i n d  y o u  

t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  m a k e s  a v a i l a b l e  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  

h o s p i t a l s .  A  h o s p i t a l  t r y i n g  to s h i r k  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h a s  
n o  b u s i n e s s  o p e r a t i n g  a s  a h o s p i t a l .  I w o n d e r  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  
h a v e  b e e n  i n j u r e d  o r  d i e d  b e c a u s e  a n u r s e  h a d  to s t a n d  b y  a n d  

c o u l d n ' t  s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  l i f e  o r  a d o c t o r  w o u l d n ' t  g i v e  t r e a t­
m e n t .  I t  is t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  p u t  t o  a s t o p .

P a r a g r a p h  5.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  w h a t  is p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  d o n e  a t  

t h e  A l a s k a  h o s p i t a l s  u n d e r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  v o l u n t a r y  s y s t e m  b a s e d  
o n  m o r a l  a n d  e t h i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of 
H . B .  4 1 2 .

I h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  g i v e n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  I h a v e  k n o w n  o f  

p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  n u r s e s ,  d o c t o r s ,  et c .  It is' 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  n o n e  o f  m y  c h a r g e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e n i e d .

T h e r e  m a y  b e  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  t h i n k  i t  is e t h i c a l  a n d  m o r a l  
f o r  a p a t i e n t  to h a v e  a c r i s i s  w h e r e  i m m e d i a t e  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h  is 

t h r e a t e n e d ,  a n d  h a v e  t o  d e p e n d  o n  a n u r s e  w h o  is n o t  a p h y s i c i a n  
to d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  is a c r i s i s ,  o r  n o t ,  a n d  i f  t h e  .nurse 

d o e s  f e e l  t h e r e  is a c r i s i s  a n d  c a l l s  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  
o n l y  t o  h a v e  h i m  r a i s e  h e l l  w i t h  h e r  f o r  b o t h e r i n g  h i m  o r  h a v i n g  

t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  p r a c t i c e  p s y c h i c  d i a g n o s t i c  m e d i c i n e  

o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  s a y i n g  a s  an e x a m p l e ,  g i v e  t h e  p a i n  s h o t ;
I ' l l  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o m o r r o w ,  t h e n  h a v i n g  t h e  n u r s e  s t a n d i n g  
b y  h e l p l e s s  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t  s u f f e r i n g ,  b e i n g  i n j u r e d  o r  d y i n g .

T h e r e  m a y  b e  t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  i t  is e t h i c a l  a n d  m o r a l  for 
a p a t i e n t  i n  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  n o t  to h a v e  a d o c t o r  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  

b u t  h a v e  o n l y  n u r s e s  w h o  n o t  b e i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  k n o w  
o f  a c r i s i s ,  o r  t h o s e  n u r s e s  h a v i n g  t o  c a l l  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  

a n d  c a t c h  h e l l  f o r  b o t h e r i n g  him, o r  m a y b e  h e  w i l l  p r a c t i c e  
p s y c h i c  m e d i c i n e  a n d  g i v e  o r d e r s  f o r  a l i t t l e  o x y g e n ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  

a n d  a g a i n  t h e  n u r s e  h a v i n g  t o  s t a n d  b y  w h i l e  t h e  p a t i e n t  s u f f e r s ,  
is i n j u r e d  o r  d i e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  w o u l d n ' t  

a t t e n d  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  o r  t o o k  t o o  l o n g  t o  g e t  to t h e  p a t i e n t .



C e r t a i n l y  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  w o r k s  t o  a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e .
A s  o n e  p r o m i n e n t  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t o l d  me,

" T h e  s y s t e m  w o r k s  p r e t t y  g o o d ;  o f  c o u r s e ,  l i k e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  
i t  b r e a k s  d o w n  o n c e  i n  a w h i l e . "  W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

h u m a n  b e i n g s  a n d  w e  d o n ' t  w a n t  a s y s t e m  t h a t  b r e a k s  d o w n .

E v e r y  A l a s k a n  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n s  g i v e n  b y  
H . B .  4 1 2 .

D e b r a  B e h r  a s k e d  m e  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  a b o u t  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  

n u r s e s  t a k i n g  o v e r  c e r t a i n  h o s p i t a l  d u t i e s .  M y  a n s w e r  is t h a t  

n u r s e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

d o c t o r s  a n d  c a n n o t  p e r f o r m  t h e  a c t s  a d o c t o r  c a n  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  
s a v e  p a t i e n t s .

I a s k  t h a t  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  p a s s  o u t  H . B .  4 1 2  s o  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  
c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c a r e  t h a t  t h e y  d e s e r v e  a n d  h a v e  
a r i g h t  to d e m a n d .

r d  E. W a r r e n

P . S .

In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t a p e  I s e n t  y o u  a b o u t  t r a u m a  

t e a m s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a l l  h o s p i t a l s  to b e  t r a i n e d  in t r a u m a  
t r e a t m e n t ,  e t c . ,  I w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  to o b t a i n  t h e  v i d e o  t a p e  

f r o m  t h e  A . B . C . ' s  2 0 / 2 0  P r o g r a m  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  w a s  s h o w n  
i n  A n c h o r a g e  l a s t  w e e k .

It i s  v e r y  d r a m a t i c ,  a n d  t e l l s  o f  t h e  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
in t h e  d e a t h  r a t e s  b e t w e e n  h o s p i t a l s  w i t h  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  
a n d  t h o s e ,w i t h o u t ,  a n d  i t  u r g e s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  h o s p i t a l s  

in t r a u m a  c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .

m a m
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r l e s  P a r r  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u  AK 99811

HB 412 - M IN IMUM STANDARDS OF CARE

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a f f e c t  o n l y  3 h o s p i t a l s  i n  A l a s k a :
B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  
F a i r b a n k s  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  
K e t c h i k a n  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l

A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e  H o s p i t a l  n ow  h a v e  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  d u t y  24 h o u r s  p e r  
d a y .  A l l  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  u n d e r  40 b e d s  n o w  h a v e  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  c a l l .

F a i r b a n k s  M e m o r i a l  a n d  B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  h a v e  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  d u t y  f o r  12 h o u r s  p e r  
d a y  a n d  o n  c a l l  f o r  12 h o u r s  p e r  d a y .  K e t c h i k a n  h a s  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  c a l l  f o r  24 h o u r s  
p e r  d a y .

B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ' s  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a p p r o v e d  a  o n e  y e a r  t r i a l  o f  12 h o u r  
p h y s i c i a n  o n  d u t y  c o v e r a g e .  T h e  t r i a l  p e r i o d  i s  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  s e l f -  
s u p p o r t i n g .  T h e  f i r s t  t w o  m o n t h s  o f  c o v e r a g e ,  J a n e ,  c y  & F e b r u a r y  1980,  s h o w e d  a  l o s s  
o f  $1300. H o w e v e r ,  w e  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  w i l l  o f f s e t  t h e  l o s s e s .

P r i o r  t o  s t o r t i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  w e  d i d  s e v e r a l  c c u d i e s  o n  u s e  o f  o u r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m ,  
t a c h e d  i s  a  g r a p h  s h o w i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o t  p a t i e n t  v i s i t s  b y  t h e  t i m e  o f  d a y .
We p u t  o u r  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  a  12 h o u r  s c h e d u l e  (10 AM t o  10 PM) b e c a u s e  80% o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  
v i s i t s  c o m e  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  h o u r s .  We a r e  n ow  a v e r a g i n g  26 v i s i t s  p e r  d a y  w i t h  19 v i s i t s  
b e t w e e n  10 AM a n d  10 PM.  T h i s  l e a v e s  o n l y  f i v e  p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  12 h o u r s  o f  t h e  
d a y .  T h a t  i s  t o o  f e w  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  t o  k e e p  a  d o c t o r  b u s y .

We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p a y i n g  $25 p e r  h o u r ,  ( p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  g e t t i n g  u p  t o  $50 p e r  h o u r  i n  
t h e  l o w e r  4 8 ) .  T h i s  a d d s  u p  t o  $109,500 p e r  y e a r  a n d  t h i s  y e a r ' s  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  
c o s L s  u s  $20 ,108.  T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  12 h o u r s  w o u l d  c o s t  u s  a n o t h e r  $109,500 w i t h  v e r y  
l i t t l e  i n c o m e  t o  o f f s e t  t h i s  e x p e n s e .

T h i s  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t s  u n l e s s  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  w i s h e s  t o  f u n d  t h e  c o s t  a t  t h e  t h r e e  h o s p i t a l s .

We r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  g i v e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a  " d o  n o t  p a s s " .

JAMES R .  BURNS,  A DM IN I STRAT O R

/ c c :  Tom M i n g u n  -  F a i r b a n k sTom M i n g u n  -  F a i r b a n k s  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  
S i s t e r  B a r b a r a  H a a s e  -  K e t c h i k a n  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o s . i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

A DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY AND B O R O U G H  OF JUNEAU
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Jfeitbanks iMcmorictl hospital
1650 Cowles St. 

FAIRBANKS, A L A S K A  99701
OPERATED BY 

LUTHERAN HOSPITALS AND HOMES SOCIETY 
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 58102

April 2, 1980

Representative Charles Parr 
House of Representatives 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Parr:

I thought I would send my comments regarding two bills which your 

committee is considering.

House Bill 412 relating to a minimum standard for hospitals will sub­
stantially increase the cost to the patients in Fairbanks. We currently 
have 12 hours of physician coverage in the emergency room but do not have 
24-hour coverage. We understand that this bill will mandate 24-hour physician 
coverage in the hospital. At this time our hospital cannot justify from a 
needs standpoint the coverage which this bill requires. Therefore, other 

patients will be required to pick up a portion of the cost which this 
hospital has to incur. As you can tell, I am very much opposed to this 
bill and would appreciate your effort in doing anything to stop the pas­

sage of this bill as it now stands.

House Bill 974-75 relating to increased revenue sharing in hospitals 
has our support. We do feel that the minimums should be changed to give 

hospitals with 10-30 beds $175,000 a year in revenue sharing, hospitals 
with 30-100 beds $200,000 a year and hospitals with greater than 100 beds 
$225,000 a year. I think that we both recognize that smaller hospitals in 
the state are in much greater need of this money than some of the larger 
facilities that enjoy higher occupancy, but I also believe that hospitals 
should be given some credit for their size. I believe that the formula 
which I am submitting could be very workable for all hospitals in the 

state.

I would appreciate your comments on these bills.

Sincerely,

Tom Mingen 
Administrator

TM/mw
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March 28, 1980

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

HB 412 -  M IN IMUM STANDARDS FOR HO SP ITA L  CARE

T h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l  ( J u n e a u )  w e n t  o n
r e c o r d  i n  M a r c h ,  1979 a s  o p p o s e d  t o  HB 412 b e c a u s e  o f  " c o s t " ,  " p r o f e s s i o n a l
c o n f l i c t "  a n d  " s h o r t a g e  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s . "

1.  COST: A s  o n e  o f  o n l y  f i v e  (5)  h o s p i t a l s  i n  A l a s k a  w i t h  40 o r
m o r e  b e d s ,  w e  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  " a  h o s p i t a l  a t t e n d i n g  
p h y s i c i a n  o n  d u t y  a t  a l l  t i m e s . "  We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d i n g
a n  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n  o n  d u t y  f r o m  10 A . M .  t o  10 P . M . ,  a n d  
t h e  i n c o m e  i s  n o t  y e t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o v e r  t h i s  e x p e n s e .  T h e r e  
a r e  n o t  e n o u g h  ER p a t i e n t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o s t  o f  24 h o u r  c o v e r a g e .  
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  12 h o u r s  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  o n  o u r  A c t i v e  
M e d i c a l .  S t a f f  o n  a n  " o n - c a l l "  b a s i s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  u s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  12 h o u r s  o f  c o v e r a g e  a t  
a  l o s s  o f  a b o u t  $110,000 p e r  y e a r .  T h i s  l o s s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e
a d d e d  t o  p a t i e n t  c h a r g e s  o r  s u b s i d i z e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .
T h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  i s  o p p o s e d  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  r a t e s .

2. PR O FESS IO N AL  CON F L I C T : A l l  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  t h e i r  own  p h y s i c i a n .
To  h a v e  a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  " m o n i t o r i n g "  t h e  p a t i e n t  c a n  o n l y  
l e a d  t o  p r o b l e m s  f o r  p a t i e n t s  a n d  d o c t o r s .

3.  SHORTAGE OF P H Y S I C I A N S : T h e  s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t y  h o s p i t a l s  d o  
n o t  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  p h y s i c i a n s  n o w .  T h e  p h y s i c i a n s  c o v e r  
e m e r g e n c i e s  n o w  o n  a  v o l u n t a r y  b a s i s  a s  b e s t  t h e y  c a n .  To

We a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  24 h o u r  e m e r g e n c y  c o v e r a g e  a n d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h e  f u n d s  a n d  r e c r u i t  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  t o  
m a k e  t h i s  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s u c h  f u n d i n g ,  w e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  
y o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  HB 412.

m a k e  i t  m a n d a t o r y  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  j u s t i f y  a  d e m a n d  
f o r  r e m u n e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e .  W h e r e  w i l l  t h e  m o n e y  a n d  
a d d i t i o n a l  p h y s i c a n s  c o m e  f r o m ?

JAMES R BURNS,  ADM IN ISTRATOR

A t t a c h m e n t :  " A  P E R S P E C T IV E  OF A L A S K A ' S  H OSP ITALS

A DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY AND B O R O U G H  OF JUNEAU



F EDERAL

7 USPHS - 381 b e d s  
4 M i l i t a r y  202 b e d s  

583 b e d s  
40% o f  t o t a l

A  P E R S P E C T IV E  OF A L A S K A ' S  H OSP ITALS
r  - '• '-v-.v*

1980

*  *  *  ALL  H O SP ITA LS  *  *  *

<y ' W .  . ’ •••;/,.• «rr I';X •,:«< , M .M*l

f-';V

T h e r e  a r e  1459 g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l  b e d s  i n  11 f e d e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  17 
" o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c "  h o s p i t a l s .  T h e  b e d s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

LOCAL GOV 'T

5 o w n e d / o p e r a t e d  -  125 b e d s
6 o w n e d / o t h e r  o p .  156 b e d s

281 b e d s
19% o f  t o t a l

P R I V A T E  

6 -  595 b e d s

41% o f  t o t a l

*  *  *  GENERAL P U B L IC  H O SP ITA LS  *  *  *

A f u r t h e r  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  17 h o s p i t a l s  a n d  876 b e d s  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
s h o w :

( t h e  n u m b e r  i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  i s  n u r s i n g  h o m e  b e d s )

U n d e r  20 b e d s

G l e n a l l e n  
W r a n g e l l  
C o r d o v a  
Ho rn e r  
Nome

6
9 (14)3  

12 (8)
13 (4)
13 (6)

20 t o  30 b e d s 31 t o  100 b e d s O v e r  100 b e d s
I ^ / £

S i t k a 24 , s K e t c h i k a n  44 (48) A l a s k a  154
K o d i a k 25(19) J u n e a u  67 • F a i r b a n k s  155
S e w a r d 29 « 111 (48) P r o v i d e n c e 2 5 0
S o l d o t n a 30 1 559

P e t e r s b u r g  13 (12)
108 (1 9 ) )

V a l d e z
P a l m e r

15 
17 (6)
98 (50)

H o s p i t a l s  47% 
B e d s  11%

23%
12%

12%
13%

18%
64%

* *  * NURS ING  HOMES * *  *

T h e r e  a r e  644 n u r s i n g  h om e  b e d s  i n  A l a s k a .  A s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  a r e  8 
h o s p i t a l s  w i t h  117 n u r s i n g  home b e d s  (18% o f  t h e  t o t a l  b e d s ) .  T h e r e  a r e  
5 " f r e e - s t a n d i n g "  n u r s i n g  h o m e s ;

S t  A n n ' s  
W e s l e y a n  
C a r e a g e  
C a r e a g e  N .  
N a k o y i a

J u n e a u  45 b e d s
S e w a r d  64 b e d s
A n c h o r a g e  101 b e d s  
F a i r b a n k s  101 b e d s  
A n c h o r a g e  216 b e d s  

527 b e d s

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o p e r a t e s  4 P i o n e e r  Home s  w i t h  170 b e d s .  T h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  
t o  b u i l d  i n  K e t c h i k a n  i n  d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  h e d s  a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t e n c e
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A p r i l  23, 1 9 8 0

Mr. C h a r l e s  P a a r  
C h a i r m a n

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  P a a r :

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  n o t  
f i l e d  w i t h  y o u  t h e i r  c o m m e n t s  o n  H B  4 1 2  as r e q u e s t e d  b y  y o u ,  as 
I h a v e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a c o p y  w h i c h  I c o u l d  a n s w e r .  U n d e r  t h e s e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  I w i l l  p r o c e e d  to a n s w e r  s o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s -  
r a i s e d  a t  t h e  recent, j u d i c i a r y  h e a r i n g  h e l d  b e f o r e  y o u  in J u n e a u .

F i r s t  o f  all, H B  4 1 2  is n o t  a b i l l  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  n e w  d o c t o r s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  f i v e  m a j o r  

h o s p i t a l s  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  s o m e o n e  o n  d u t y  a t  a l l  t i m e s  in t h e  
e m e r g e n c y  r o o m s .

In t h o s e  c a s e s ,  t h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  h o u s e  d o c t o r s  
c h e c k  t h e  c r i t i c a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t s ,  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a t i e n t s ,  e t c .  
a n d  p e r f o r m  t h e  o t h e r  d u t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  H B  4 1 2 .  E x t r a  
d o c t o r s  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  to p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o u t l i n e d  
i n  H B  412. It w o u l d  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o s p i t a l .  I t  is 
a l s o  t o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  c a n  u s e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s
r a t h e r  t h a n  h i r e  a h o s p i t a l  d o c t o r .

T h e  s m a l l e r  h o s p i t a l s  w h e r e  H B  4 1 2  r e q u i r e s  a d o c t o r  
o n  d u t y  a t  a l l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  n e a r  v i c i n i t y ,  d o n ' t  r e q u i r e  a n y  
a d d i t i o n a l  d o c t o r s ,  as m o s t  i f  n o t  a l l  s u c h  h o s p i t a l s  h a v e  d o c t o r s  
o n  c a l l  in t h e  n e a r  v i c i n i t y  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  t r e a t m e n t .

HB 4 1 2  s p e l l s  o u t  t h e  v i t a l  d u t i e s  t h a t  t h o s e  d o c t o r s  
m u s t  p e r f o r m .  T h o s e  d u t i e s  a r e  n o t  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  
p u t  a n y  s t r a i n  o n  t h e s e  d o c t o r s ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d .  If a d d i t i o n a l  d o c t o r s  a r e  n e e d e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e
a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  a b s o r b e d ,  h o s p i t a l s  c a n  b e  j u d g e d
as to t h e i i  n e e d s ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  g i v e n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  as 
n e c e s s a r y .



P a g e  T w o

M r .  C h a r l e s  P a a r  
A p r i l  2 3, 1 5 8 0

M o s t  p e o p l e  I h a v e  t a l k e d  t o  w o u l d n ' t  m i n d  p a y i n g  a 
l i t t l e  m o r e  o f  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a 
h o s p i t a l  d o c t o r .

If s t a t e  m o n e y  is n e e d e d  b y  t h e m ,  i t  is o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  
i n v e s t m e n t s  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  m a k e .  T o o  m a n y  t i m e s  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  
s u f f e r e d ,  b e e n  i n j u r e d ,  o r  d i e d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a d o c t o r  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  c h e c k  c r i t i c a l l y  i l l  p a t i e n t s ,  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  
u n i t s ,  e t c . ,  a n d  c a l l  a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  d o c t o r  t o  c o m e  
if t i m e  a l l o w e d  a n d  t o  t a k e  e m e r g e n c y  m e a s u r e s  i f  t i m e  d i d  n o t  
a l l o w ,  to s t o p  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h .  T o o  m a n y  t i m e s  n u r s e s  h a v e  
n o t  c a l l e d  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  d o c t o r  b e c a u s e  t h e  n u r s e ,  n o t  b e i n g  a 
d o c t o r ,  d i d  n o t  k n o w  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n .

T o o  m a n y  t i m e s  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  r e f u s e d  to 
a n s w e r  a n u r s e ' s  c a l l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  d o c t o r  p r a c t i c e d  p s y c h i c  m e d i c i n e  
o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  a n d  r a i s e d  h e l l  w i t h  t h e  n u r s e  f o r  b o t h e r i n g  
h i m ,  o r  p r e s c r i b e d  a n  a s p i r i n  a n d  h e ' d  s e e  t h e  p a t i e n t  t h e  n e x t  
d a y .  T o o  m a n y  t i m e s  n u r s e s  h a v e  h a d  to s t a n d  b y  a n d  w a t c h  a 

p a t i e n t  s u f f e r ,  b e  i n j u r e d  o r  d i e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  d o c t o r ,  
a n d  s h e  d i d n ' t  d a r e  d o  w h a t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to s a v e  t h e  p a t i e n t  f r o m  
s u f f e r i n g ,  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h .  T o o  m a n y  t i m e s  d o c t o r s  h a v e  n o t  
a n s w e r e d  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  c o d e  c a l l ,  o r  g a v e  t h e  s l o w  w a l k  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  d o c t o r ' s  p a t i e n t .

T h e  m e d i c a l  o p p o n e n t s  o f  HB 412 h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  t h e  d o c t o r - p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  " B u l l ! "
The atten d i n g  d oc tor w o u l d  be c a l l e d  and r equired to a t t e n d  his 
patient, if c a l l e d  by the hospita l doctor. That r e q u i r e m e n t  
does not interf ere w i t h  a d octor - p a t i e n t  relationship.

A s  t o  e m e r g e n c y  t r e a t m e n t  b y  a h o s p i t a l  d o c t o r  i n t e r f e r e i n g  
w i t h  the d o c t o r - p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  I s a y  t o  h e l l  w i t h  s u c h  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I w o n d e r  h o w  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  d i e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  A n y  h o s p i t a l  p a t i e n t  is e n t i t l e d  t o  e m e r g e n c y  
t r e a t m e n t  to s a v e  h i m  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h ,  a n d  I a m  s u r e  y o u  
w o n ' t  f i n d  m a n y  p e o p l e  n o t  w a n t i n g  s u c h  t r e a t m e n t .  A s  a n  o l d  
t i m e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r o u n d  t h e  h o r n  a f e w  t i m e s ,  I r e c o g n i z e  
t h a t  fete ft t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  is t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  H B  4 1 2  b y  
m a n y  m e a n s ,  o n e  b e i n g  t o  i n c i t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  f r o m  t h e  s m a l l  
c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H B  412 w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  m e d i c a l  c o s t s  
o r  r u i n  t h e i r  h o s p i t a l s .



P a g e  T h r e e

Mr. C h a r l e s  P a a r
A p r i l  23, 1 9 8 0

T h i s  is b u n k  a s  t h e  c o s t s  w o u l d  n o t  r i s e  o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  
b e  r u i n e d .  I h a v e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a b o v e .  I c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
a n y  l e g i s l a t o r  f r o m  a s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  w o u l d  v o t e  a g a i n s t  H B  412, 

w h e n  t h a t  b i l l  is t o  p r o t e c t  a n d / o r  s a v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  
as w e l l  a s  h i m s e l f  a n d  l o v e d  o n e s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  u p  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  o f  a 

h o s p i t a l ,  l i k e  G l e n a l l e n ,  w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  f i n e s  i f  t h e r e  
w a s  n o t  a d o c t o r  i n  t h e  r lar v i c i n i t y  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  I t  w a s  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  s u b s t i t u t e  d o c t o r s  t o o k  o v e r  w h e n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
d o c t o r  l e f t .

I f  t h e r e  is n o  d o c t o r  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  h o s p i t a l ,  i t  is 
n o t h i n g  b u t  a f i r s t  a i d  s t a t i o n .

An y  hospital b o a r d  o f  di rectors w h o  o p e r a t e d  a h o s pital 
and a d m i t t e d  patients w i t h o u t  doctors a v a i l a b l e  n o t  o n l y  should be 
fined, b u t  criminal charges should be p lac ed a g a i n s t  them.
C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  to m a l p r a c t i c e  a c t i o n s .  T h e r e  is 
n o t h i n g  i n  H B  412, w h e n  a m e n d e d  as s u g g e s t e d ,  t h a t  is n o t  n e e d e d  

i f  A l a s k a n s  a r e  to r e c e i v e  t h e  c a r e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n s  t h e y  h a v e  a 
r i g h t  to d e m a n d .  I w i s h  to e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  b i l l  t o  b e  
e f f e c t i v e ,  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  a m e n d m e n t s  a r e  v i t a l .

If t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  b e  a n s w e r e d ,  I w o u l d  
a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a n s w e r  t h e m  b e f o r e  y o u  a c t  
o n  t h e  b i l l .

O n  a p e r s o n a l  n o t e ,  w h i c h  I h o p e  i s  n o t  m i s u n d e r s t o o d ,  I 
w i s h  to s t a t e  as f o l l o w s .  F o r  y e a r s  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  k n o w n  o f  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  i n  A l a s k a ,  w i t h  m a n y  A l a s k a n s . \ ^  
g o i n g  o u t s i d e  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  o r  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  m a l t r e a t m e n t  
W e  h a v e  a l l  s t o o d  b y  a n d  l e t  t h e s e  h a p p e n i n g s  t a k e  p l a c e ,  y e a r  ' ^ 
a f t e r  y e a r ,  w i t h o u t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  it. I h a d  to l e a r n  t h e  
h a r d  w a y ,  a n d  w i l l  n o w  d o  w h a t  I c a n  to c h a n g e  t h i n g s .

I h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to w o r k  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n ,  b u t  
h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  c o l d  s h o u l d e r .  T h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  w i l l  n o t  
o r  c a n n o t  c l e a n  u p  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y ,  s o  n o w  i t  is t i m e  t h e  c i t i z e n s  
a n d  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a c c e p t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  d o  so.

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  w a y s  t o  d o  it. O n e  is f o r  m e  as a n  o l d  
b i r d  to r a i s e  u p  f r o m  t h e  a s h e s  o f  m y  l i f e ,  a n d  d o  b a t t l e  i n  t h e
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p u b l i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  w i t h  p e t i t i o n s ,  e t c ., e t c .  T h i s  
I w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  d o ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  do. I s t o p p e d  n o t  o n l y  

b e c a u s e  o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  I d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  
h a r m  t h e  g o o d  d o c t o r s -  i n  A l a s k a ,  o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l s ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  
I d i d  n o t  w i s h  to u n d u l y  c a u s e  w o r r y  o r  u p s e t  t o  t h o s e  A l a s k a n s  
w h o  a r e  in o r  g o i n g  to b e  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  h o s p i t a l s .

I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e s t  
o '  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A l a s k a ,  is a n  e x p l o s i v e  i s s u e .  Y o u  
c a n n o t  t a l k  t o  a p e r s o n  w i t h o u t  h e a r i n g  a h o r r o r  s t o r y  a b o u t  
m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  A l a s k a .  I c a n  

a s s u r e  y o u ,  p e o p l e  I h a v e  t a l k e d  to g e t  q u i t e  u p s e t  w h e n  t h e y  f i n d  
t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n s  a f f o r d e d  b y  H B  4 1 2 ,  a s  a m e n d e d .

S e c o n d l y ,  I c a n  c o m e  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  as I h a v e  d o n e ,  
a n d  w i t h o u t  f a n f a r e ,  (at l e a s t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  b i l l  b e c o m e s  law, 
y o u  c a n  g i v e  t h e  f a n f a r e )  e x p l a i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  s e r i o u s n e s s  
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  u r g e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  4 1 2 ,  a s  a m e n d e d .

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t o  p a s s  H B  4 1 2 ,  as 

a m e n d e d ,  w i t h  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  d o  p a s s .  I a l s o  u r g e  t h e  
S e n a t e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e .

I u r g e  b o t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  t o  r e a l i z e  
t h e  v i t a l  n e e d  f o r  H B  4 1 2 ,  as a m e n d e d ,  a n d  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  
a n d  v o t e .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Clif/P A v a r r e n

P. S.
P l e a s e  f i n d  e n c l o s e d  a p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  t a p e  

w h e r e  p r o m i n e n t  d o c t o r s  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s p e c i a l l y  
t r a i n e d  d o c t o r s  a n d  n u r s e s  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m s  a n d  h o w  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  a r e  u s e d  f o r  i n - p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t .  M o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  is 
t h e  h u g e  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e t w e e n  h o s p i t a l s '  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  f o r  t r a u m a  

v i c t i m s  w h e r e  o n e  h o s p i t a l  h a s  s p e c i a l  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  h a s  n o t .  I w o u l d  u r g e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
i n  t h e i r  e n d e a v o r s  t o  s e n d  t e a m s  t o  t r a i n  a l l  s t a t e  h o s p i t a l  
p e r s o n n e l  i n  e m e r g e n c y  t r e a t m e n t .

C o jtJ L

H o t *  M i  .
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^  ALASKA STATE HOSPITAL ASSOGI
” 5401 CORDOVA STREET

PHONE: 277-1633'xy

Debra Behr
Special Assistant Designee
Department of Health and Social Services
Pouch H-01
Juneau, Alaska 99811

A N C H ( m G E ^ \ L ^ S K i  £§503

Dear Miss Behr:

I wanted to follow up.'>u^re7e^rt) te 1 ephone co n ve rsation with written 
documention concerning H . B ^ 4 J U K w h i  ch is now under consideration. I 
would like to express oirr^Tppreciation for involving our Association 
in the fiscal research on this proposed legislation, an infrequent 
but welcomed invitation from the Department of Health and Social 
Servi c e s .

We polled our membe r sh i p  on the basis of institutions with 40 beds 
or less and those with more than 40 beds. The smaller institutions 
generally did not feel the requirement for an "on call" physician 
would s u bstantially change the voluntary call schedule physicians 
in their communities are already using. A mandated schedule was 
distasteful in concept, but did not appear to cause a fiscal 
hardship to the hospitals. If the present "voluntary" call schedule 
broke down and physicians required remuneration from the institution 
as well as the patients they treated, there would be a serious 
f i s. c a 1 problem however, estimated to be several hundred thousand 
dollars annually. A mandated schedule, if carried to its ultimate, 
could inhibit recruitment of physicians in the smaller communities 
as well. I would encourage the removal of a mandated "on call" 
requirement as long as the voluntary scheduling is successful.

Hospitals with more than 40 beds, who would be required to have 
"in house" coverage beyond their present level of E.R. coverage 
indicated that it would be very difficult to develop a fiscal 
impact figure at this time, primarily due to the short notice and 
the detail that would be required in breaking out the information.
A nonfiscal comment was that it would be ver> d i ff i c u l t  for our major 
hospitals to locate and contract with "in house" physicians to comply 
with H.B. 412. Emergency Room physicians are on 24 hour coverage 
for patients who are in a life threatening situation or require 
prompt attention. Patients in the hospital are under the care 
of attending physicians and are not routinely visited by other 
physicians, contracted or not. Areas with critical patients are 
monitored and observed by specially trained nursing and other 
technical staff who are probably more qualified to make treatment 
judgements than most contracted physicians who might periodically 
check on the patient. Most physicians with patients in intensive 
care situtions are availiblo by phone or have designated alternates 
for the hospital staff to contact immediately if assistance is



required. Phone directions to highly trained staff by the attending 
physician is frequently more effective than having a non-attending 
physician attempt to become involved with that patient during a crisis. 
Usually standing orders by the attending physician allows life 
saving efforts to be initiated even before a physician becomes present 
on the scene.

Aside from any direct impact related to contracted physicians to 
provide "in house" coverage is the question of how this concept would 
affect hospital m a lp r a ct i c e insurance rates. An alledged malpra c t ic e  
incident might involve a hospital employed physician as well as the 
attending physician, particulary if the hospital based physician - 
initiated a change in treatment.

I hope this information has been helpful, and while it does not 
develop identifiable direct costs it does de m onstrate that the 
intent of the bill is being met under an effective voluntary 
system based on ethical and moral considerations. It also identified 
that it would be inflationary and an unnecessary expense to have a 
contracted physician do what a highly skilled and well trained 
intensive care team is already doing.

1'ictA i\e r a u e  i y e n
Executive Director
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T he H o n o r a b l e  J oe M c K i n n o n  
House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  McKinnon:

I asked M a r k  Johnson, Coordi n a t o r  for the E m e r g e n c y  M e d ical 
Services F r o g r a m  for the State of Alaska, to c o n t a c t  the 
affecte d h o s p ita ls w i t h  40 beds o r  more. We b a s e d  our 
c a lcu lations on the assumption that no m onies w o u l d  be 
included for smaller hospitals to cover costs for physicia ns 
on call, as this is the current practice. Since the A n c h o r a g e  
hospitals a l r e a d y  have the level of service requ ired on 
CSHB412, the only rema ining hospitals to be c o n t act ed w e r e  
Bartlet t Memorial, Fairbanks  Memorial, and Ketchikan General. 
The total cos ts of implementing  CSHB412 were estim ated by 
these three hospi tals to be $612,000. (Mark Jo hnson's 
m e m o r a n d u m  d e t a iling a cost b reak-down  is a t t ached  for your 
r e f e r e n c e ) . The De part m e n t  has some concerns regarding 
F a i r banks  e s t imat e b e i n g  high, as that hospital already has 
p a r t - t i m e  p h y s i c i a n  coverage.

If you need any additional information on this topic, please 
do not hes itate to c o n t a c t  me at 465-3030.

Sincerely

Deborah B e h r
Special A s s i s t a n t  to the 
Commissioner



H g j f *  < f ^MEMORANDUM S ill State of Alaska
T0: D e b o r a h  Behr, fpecial A s s i s t a n t  date: April 22, 1980

for L e g i s l a t i v e  Affairs 
Dept, of H e a l t h  &  Social Services^'t-E n o :

-^2-^hru: D e a n  Tirador, M.D., DirectdTLEPHONE n o : 465^3027
D i v i s i o n  of Public Healt h 

from: 0 % ^ ( ] \ j- fi subject: Fiscal note for
t*ark Jo" nns"on7^ Coo rd i n a t o r  CS/HB412
Em e r g e n c y  Medic al Services

This is a r e s p o n s e  to your request for information on the 
increased costs w h i c h  will be incurred by those hospitals 
a f f ected by CS for House Bill 412. Since both Alaska and 
Provid e n c e  H o s p itals in A n c h o r a g e  already provide 24 hour- 
a-day in-house p h y s i c i a n  coverage, only Fairbanks Memorial, 
K e t c hikan General, and Bartlett Memorial Hospitals would 
be a f f e c t e d  by this bill. Also, the assumption is made 
that no fee w o u l d  be paid for physicians on call, as this 
is the c u rrent practice.

Unfortuna tely, the a f f e c t e d  ho spitals could not agree on 
a standard formula for c o m p u t i n g  additional costs, so the 
additional cost figures listed are estimates pr ovided by 
each of the h o s p i t a l  administrato rs.

„ .. , A d d i t i o n a l  Costs for Full-Time ER Cover age
H o s P l L ? 1- ----------------------- P e r - ' c h H l f o u -----------------------

Fairbanks Memoria l $250,000
Bartlett Memo rial 110,000 (minimum)
Ketchikan General 252,000 (minimum)

T O T A L  $612,000

The cost estimates for Bartlett Memorial and Ketchika n G e n­
eral were basec. on an estimate of $25 per hour plus m a l­
practice insurance at $7,000 per physician per year. A c­
cording to some1 physicians, this would be the absolute m i n i­
mum, Bartlett M e m orial a l ready has 12 hour per day in-house 
physician cover a g e  (10 A.M. - 10 P.M.), but K e t c hikan  G e n­
eral c u r r ently relies on on-call Physician coverage for 
all eme rgency services.

Fairbanks Memorial es timates that two additional full-time 
physicians would be r e q u i r e d  at $80,000 per year each, plus 
m alpra c t i c e  insurance. FMH also estimates that other in­
direct costs would be i n c urred as a result of this r e q u i r e­
ment. However, T o m  Mingen, the Hospital Administrator, 
did not elab orate on what these additional costs would in­
clude.

If you need any addition al information, I'll be happy to 
do what I can.

02*001 A( Ho v. 10/7 9)
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