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Chairman, House Judiciary Committee

Richard A. Bradley 
Legislative Counse

Margaret Berck has asked that I comment on the "Chicago Jury 
System" in two particulars: (1) how hardship provisions
that exempt a potential juror from service actually work; 
and (2 ) the mechanisms that preclude a call for jury service 
from an individual who recently served as a juror.

The Index to Legal Periodicals has no articles indexed under 
"Chicago Jury System" during the last three years. No similar 
reference to the Illinois jury system was found.

Merle Martin, the representative of the Court System most 
concerned with the use of juries was unaware of any 
literature on the matter.

The Illinois Code, Chapter 78, Jurors, contains what I 
assume are the pertinent provisions of the law in effect in 
Chicago; the rules adopted by the Supreme Court and the 
chapters on "Practice," "Practice Rules," and "Courts" were 
examined and contain nothing relevant.

Chapter 78, sec. 8 provides for a master jury list prepared 
before the convening of a "term of court," presumably annually. 
Sec. 10 provides that after the master list is prepared, the 
clerk of the court will issue summons for jurors. The system 
requires that a group of jurors be called for a day certain 
and then different groups, called at the same time, are called 
in for each succeeding two-week period for so long as the 
court expects to remain in session and need jurors. Jurors 
are permitted to advise what part of the year is most 
convenient for them. Sec. 31.
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Though the law does not explicitly acknowledge this, it 
appears that jurors are subject to call for two weeks and 
then discharged.

Chapter 78 does not appear to deal with the question of the 
exemption of a potential juror from service except in sec. 3 3 , 
This section essentially states that a juror [either grand 
or petit] summoned to service may request the judge to excuse 
him "on account of the nature of the elector's [juror's] 
occupation, business, or private affairs" for a period "not 
later that one year from the time of such excuse." The 
decision on the excuse is discretionary with the judge.

And with regard to the second question, it seems implicit in 
the Chapter 78 procedure that an individual whose two weeks 
had expired could not serve again until a new master list 
was prepared, presumably a year later.

In discussing the features of the Chicago system with 
Merle Martin, it was his view that the Alaska system seemed 
less burdensome to the citizen, at least as to the second 
question. In most parts of the state, a juror ii' on call 
for one week or one trial, whichever occurs first. Less 
populated areas may serve for one trial and two weeks, 
whichever occurs first.

If the committee wishes a more thorough analysis than that 
offered here, I would be pleased to respond.

RAB:jdn
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cases consists of at least 24 jurors or more as determined by the 

court. If at any time the n u m b e r  of jurors on the panel falls be­

low 24 or the regular panel is exhausted, the court shall order 

the clerk to complete the panel or secure additional jurors by draw­

ing sufficient names from the jury box. (§ 2.08 ch 101 S L A  1962)

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e .— S ee  C iv . R .  4 7 .
T h e  la w  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  th e  d ra w *  

in g  o f  24  n a m e s  o f  t h o s e  o n  th e  j u r y  
p a n e l in  im p a n e l in g  a  t r i a l  j u r y ,  b u t 
o n ly ,  a s  p r o v id e d  b y  A S  9 9 .2 0 .0 9 0 ,  a  
n u m b e r  “ s u f f i c ie n t  t o  n a m e  a  j u r y  o f  
12  u n le s s  th e  c o u r t  d i r e c t s  o t h e rw is e . ”  
I r w i n  v . R a d io  C o r p .  o f  A m e r ic a ,  S u p . 
C t .  O p . N o .  4 2 1  ( F i l e  N o .  7 4 4 ) ,  4 3 0  
P .2 d  1 5 9  ( 1 9 6 7 ) .

W a i v e r  o f  r i g h t  to  c h a l le n g e  s u f ­
f ic ie n c y  o f  j u r y  p a n e l .—  W h e r e  p a r t y  
p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  
j u r y  a n d  s a id  n o t h in g  a s  to  t h e  p a n e l 
b e in g  in s u f f ic ie n t  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  j u r y  
he J  b een  s e le c t e d  a n d  s w o rn ,  t h i s  c o n ­
s t i t u t e d  a  w a i v e r  o f  w h a t e v e r  r i g h t  
s u c h  p a r t y  m a y  h a v e  h a d  to  c h a l le n g e  
th e  s u f f ic ie n c y  o f  th e  j u r y  p a n e l.  I r w i n  
v . R a d io  C o r p .  o t  A m e r ic a ,  S u p .  C t . 
O p . N o . 4 2 1  ( F i l e  N o .  7 4 4 ) ,  4 3 0  P .2 d  
1 5 5  ( 1 9 6 7 ) .

J u r y  s e le c t io n  p ro c e d u re s  d e s ig n e d  
t o  in s u la t e  p r o c e s s  f r o m  b ia s e s  o f  o f ­

f i c ia ls .— A la s k a ' s  r a n d o m  a n d  p u b lic  
j u r y  s e le c t io n  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  d e ­
s ig n e d  t o  i n s u la t e  th e  s e le c t io n  p r o ­
c e s s  f r o m  th e  p e r s o n a l in t e r e s t s  a n d  
b ia s e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l o f f ic ia ls .  T a l l -  
m a n  v .  S t a t e ,  S u p .  C t .  O p . N o .  8 6 2  
( F i l e  N o .  1 6 1 2 ) ,  5 0 6  P .2 d  6 7 9  ( 1 9 7 3 ) .

M e r e  c la im  o f  b e n e f i t  d id  n o t  s u g ­
g e s t  o f f i c ia ls  b ia s e d .— T h e  m e r e  c la im  
t h a t  o f f i c ia ls  c o n d u c t in g  p ro c e e d in g s  
f o r  s e le c t in g  j u r o r s  w h ic h  c o m p o s e d  
a  c o n d e m n a t io n  t r i a l  p a n e l s t o o d  to  
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  
n e w  c o u r t h o u s e  in  n o  w a y  s u g g e s te d  
t h a t  th o s e  o f f ic ia ls  h a r b t r e d  a n y  p e r ­
s o n a l i n t e r e s t  o r  b ia s  a g a in s t  o w n e r s  
w h o s e  lo t s  w e r e  t o  b e  c o n d e m n e d  l o r  
th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T o l lm a n  v . S t a t e ,  
S u p . C t .  O p . N o .  8 6 2  ( F i l e  N o .  1 6 1 2 ) ,  
5 0 6  P .2 d  6 7 9  ( 1 9 7 3 ) .

P r e s u m p t io n  t h a t  o f f ic ia l d u t y  h a s  
b e e n  r e g u l a r l y  p e r f o r m e d .— S e e  T o l l ­
m a n  v .  S t a t e ,  S u p .  C t .  O p . N o .  8 6 2  
( F i l e  N o .  1 6 1 2 ) ,  5 0 6  P .2 d  6 7 9  ( 1 9 7 3 ) .

Sec. 09.20.090. Impaneling the trial jury. W h e n  a civil case

which is to be tried by a jury is called for trial, the clerk shall

draw from the trial jury box containing the names of those on

the jury panel a number of names or numbers sufficient to n a m e

a jury of 12 unless the court directs otherwise. The prospective

jurors shall be examined, challenged, and sworn as provided by

rules of the supreme court. (§ 2.09 ch 101 S L A  1962)

C .J .S .  r e f e r e n c e .— 5 0  C .J .S .  J u r i e s  
§ 1 9 2 .

Sec. 09.20.100. Verdicts. In a civil case tried by a jury in any 

court, whether of record or not, not less than five-sixths of the 

jury m a y  render a verdict; which is entitled to the legal effect 

of a unanimous verdict at c o m m o n  law. Special verdicts need not 

be concurred in by the same jurors. (§ 2.10 ch 101 S L A  1962)

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e .— S e e  C iv . R .  4 7 .
L e g i s la t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t .  —

F o r  le g i s la t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  o n

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .— S e e  C iv . R .  4 7 . 
S e e  n o te  t o  A S  0 9 .2 0 .0 8 0 .

o r i g i n a l  b i l l ,  s e e  1 9 5 9  H o u s e  J o u r n a l ,  
p p . 6 4 4 ,  9 0 5 .

S t a t e d  in  K h n l i l i  v .  P a n  A m e r ic a n  
P e t r o le u m  C o r p . ,  4 9  F .R .D .  2 2  ( D .  
A  In s . 1 9 6 9 ) .

A L R  a n d  C .J .S .  r e f e r e n c e s .— S t a t e  
s t n t u t e  p e rm i t t in g  v e r d ic t s  b y  le s s

th n n  tw e lv e  ju r y m e n  a s  a p p l i c a b le  
t o  n o t io n  u n d e r  F e d e r a l  E m p lo y e r ' s  
L i a b i l i t y  A c t ,  1 2  A L R  7 1 3 ;  3 6  A L R  
0 1 9 .

Q u o t i e n t  v e r d ic t ,  5 2  A L R  4 1 .
V e r d ic t  a s  a f fe c t e d  b y  a g r e e m e n t  

in  a d v a n c e  a m o n g  j u r o r s  t o  a b id e  b y  
le s s  t h a n  u n a n im o u s  v o t e ,  7 3  A L R  
9 3 .

8 9  C . J .S .  T r i a l  §§ 4 8 6 , 4 8 7 .
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