


HOUSE BILL 831

"An act relating to admissibility of refusal to take breathalyzer
tests'.

The OFFice of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse is supportive of ._House Bill 831.
Drinking drivers presently are the largest contributor to Alaska®"s high
rate of accidental death and injury and increased strategies to curb this
serious problem are needed. Data from existing Alaska OMVI diversion programs
indicate that iIn excess of 50* of the people presently being convicted of-
OMVI in fact have serious drinking pi ms which require treatmert. The
passage of House Bill 331 would tend ncrease the number of convictions
and the subsequent referral of these ,>euple to diversion programs for
alcohol problem screening and diagnosis.

Recommended by:
Robert L. Cole, Coordinator Date
OfFice of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse

Approved by: Sin? _ 1 _
Helen D. Beirne, Commissioner
Department of Health end Social Services
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BILL ANALYSIS

ASSIGNVENT DATE
UNASSIGNED.
DEPARTMENT SPONSOR (PRINCIPAL) BILL NO.
Public Safety HB 831
DEPARTMENT POSITION
Support
DIVISION U kECTOR DATE COMMISSIONER DATE
Robert Rowan 3/5/80 William R. Nix 3/5/80
GOVERNOR*®S OFFICE USE
1 POSITIONNOTED 1 POSITION APPROVED 1 POSITION DISAPPROVED
BY: DATE:
SUMMARY
(D RELATED BILLS (SIMILAR OR CONFLICTING)
(@ OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL
(@ a ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL (@ b. ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL

(® PROGRAM EFFECTS OF BILL

Juries arc confused when no testimony regarding a chemical test is admitted in
court. Juries do not understand that an individual has a right to refuse to take

a breath test. By admitting this information into court, a great deal of confusion
will be eliminated and more individuals guilty of drunk driving will be convicted.

(@ FISCAL IMPACT: 0 NONE 1 FISCAL ANALYSIS ATTACHED
() AMENDMENTS PROPOSED.
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