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northern alaska health resources association, inc.
     ..

April 11, 1980

I
The Honorable Thelma Buchholdt, Chairman 
House HESS Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Buchholdt:

On behalf of the Northern Alaska Health Resources Association (NAHRA),
T am writing to encourage your support of HB 611, which would authorize 
State aid for service programs for older Alaskans.

During the past several months, NAHRA has devoted a great deal of 
effort to planning for long tern care services. In particular, we 
are encouraging the development of nutrition, recreation, information 
and referral, and home health services. However, none of those pro­
grams can be implemented successfully without State assistance.

Community program grants as proposed by HB 611 would allow continued 
operation of existing senior service programs at a time when federal 
cutbacks threaten their existence. Seed monies for pilot programs 
would facilitate start-up of services which might otherwise never 
develop, especially outside of Anchorage and Fairbanks. Because of 
these attributes, HB 611 is highly consistent with NAHRA's plans.

We urge your support of HB 611. Please inform us of your position.

Sincerely,

J.B. Carnahan 
President

%

JBC/SEM/rlw

529 5th avenue, suite 8 fairbanks, alaska 99701 telephone(907) 456-2553
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ON
HOUSE BILL NO. 611

"An Act authorizing state aid for service programs for the benefit of 
older Alaskans."

House Bill 611 creates a state aid program for providing services to 
benefit older Alaskans. The program would be administered by the Older 
Alaskans Commission, (created by House Bill 618). House Bill 611 would 
provide for grants for pilot projects and community service programs.
Each sponsor receiving a grant would be required to provide cash or in- 
kind match, as a condition of receiving state grant funds. The amount 
of the sponsor contribution would be based on the community's ability to 
pay, which is determined by property values and the population planned 
to be served by the grants. The cost of the grants provided for in
H.B. 610 is $1 million dollars in state general funds in FY 81.

The Department of Health and Social Services recognizes that there are 
many programs and services needed by seniors that are currently not 
routinely provided by any public or private source. House Bill 610 
would help bridge the gap by provided funds for pilot project to ex­
periment on innovative and potential cost-saving ways to provide ser­
vices to seniors and by providing funds for expanded commu ity service 
grants.

Potential Discussion Areas

I. With no requirement that the Commission consider geographical 
diversity of grant awards, it may be possible for the entire ap­
propriation to go to a single area of the state, rather than be 
distributed equally throughout Alaska.

2. The Department of Health and Social Services prepares extensive 
needs assessments and state plans, especially in the areas of 
health and facility construction. It may be useful to include a 
requirement that the Commission utilize existing state plans and 
needs assessments in its evaluation of the merits of proposed 
projects.

3. The multitude of programs eligible for grants may provide a scat- 
tergun approach to service needs of seniors, rather than a clearly 
defined comprehensive look to solve a specific problem. For example, 
the needs for residential care in the state are great and could 
easily absorb the entire $1 million dollars appropriation. It may 
be useful for the bill to include a list of priorities to assist
the Commission in its deliberations. Such as, in the first year, a 
priority might be funding projects that have potential of long run 
cost effectiveness and provide for increased self-sufficiency of 
seniors.
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We can foresee that such, an extensive grant program that covers a 
multitude of services will attract alot of interest from many 
parties. This would require the Commission to process and evaluate 
many grant applications. These extensive grant reviews and evalu­
ation processes could serve to bog down the Commission. Since it 
plans to meet only six (6) times a year, necessary coordination of 
programs and providing advice to state departments may be potentially 
neglected, as a result.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the concepts 
embodied in House Bill 611. We would, also like to refer the Committee 
to the Department's position paper on H.B. 618 - the creation of the 
Older Alaskans Commission - and reconfirm our position that we do not 
believe it appropriate for the Commission to handle day-to-day manage­
ment functions such as those anticipated by House Bill 610 and House 
Bill 611.

Approved by:
Telen D.'lteime

, Q j %
Commissioner

Department of Health and Social 
Services

6  —  5 0
“ T daTe]



I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.  House Bill No. 611________________________________
Title Authorizing state aid for l ervice prog, for benefit of older Alaskans. 
Requested by_______________________________________________ Date________

AEencv^Affected* DePartm en t o f  HeaU h and s° c ' a ' S e v i c e s
Program Category Affected Social and Economic Assistance to the Aged.
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected O ff ic e  on Aging_______________________________

(Note: If  more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85

100 PERSONAL SERVICES -0- -0- -n- -0- -0- -n-
200 T R A V E L -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-co(«•. CO NTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

400 COMMODITIES -0- -u- -0- -0- -0- -0-

500 EOU1PMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
600 LAND & STRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

700 GRANTS, C L A I M S '1C. -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TO TA L -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A LF U N D -0- -0- -0- -0- •0- -0-
FED ERAL FUNDS _ : 0 . - . . _ -0- -0- -0- -0-

OTHER (Specify Fund Source) -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS

FU LL  T IM E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

PART T IM E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TEM PO RARY -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

III. ANALYS IS  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section 111)

Original: Legislative Finance Prepared by:M.D. Plotnick Date: 2/27/80
cc: Budget and Management pn A g ing   PH: 465-^

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) Department o f H ea lth  S Soc ia l Se rv ices

Modify"by°OHSS'(11-28-79) DHSS "9t' *
Page _ 0f
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