


HB 610 is the appropriation bill, HB 611 is the authorization 

bill. The amount of the appropriation is $1 million. The provisions of 

the authorization bill are as follows.

* The monei» goes to the Department of Administration for distribu­

tion by the Older Alaskans Commission.

* At least 60% of the money is to be distributed as community pro­

gram grants. The balance is to be distributed for pilot projects.

- The purposes of the preceeding provisions-.are; (1) to supplement
Older Americans Act federal dollars with state General Fund dollars;
(2) to ensure that the majority of the new money goes to programs 
which have a demonstrated record of service to older Alaskans; (3) 
to provide a reasoned mechanism for providing funding for either 
new types of programs or programs in new communities.

* Any sponsor receiving any of these funds is required to make a 

contribution to the total cost of the project. The formula to be used is 

identical to one which passed into law last year for cultural facilities.

It is an attempt to share the burden among all sponsors so that those with 

the least ability to provide local support are required to provide the 

least amount.

* The administrative requirements addressed in the bill are intended 

to insure program accountability.

* The types of programs which are eligible for funding are essentially 

those which are presently allowed under the Older Americans Act.
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POSITION PAPER 
ON

HOUSE BILL NO. 610 
(Identical to Senate Bill #327)

"An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of Adminis­
tration, Older Alaskans Commission, for programs of benefit to older 
Alaskans."

House Bill 610 provides for $1 million dollars of state general funds in 
FY 81 to be appropriated to the Older Alaskans Commission (established 
by House Bill 618) in the Department of Administration. The additional 
monies would be utilized to provide grants for service programs of 
benefit to older Alaskans. The scope and design of these programs is 
elaborated in House Bill 611.

The Department of Health and Social Services recognizes that there are 
many services and programs needed by seniors that are currently not 
routinely provided at an adequate level by any public or private source. 
House Bill 610 would help to bridge that gap by providing funds for ■ 
pilot projects to aid seniors and for expanded community grants.

The pilot project funds could be utilized to develop innovative programs 
that in the long run have a potential of cost-savings to the State and 
could be designed in such a way to fit the needs of Alaskan seniors.
Such projects might be in the areas of home nursing, group homes or 
residential care as alternatives to costly institutionalization. Some 
funds might be earmarked for pilot projects to aid the quality of life 
for seniors. These might include low-cost denture program, training 
programs for those persons providing services to seniors (such as 
counselors) and other purposes.

The bill and its companion H.B. 611 would provide for increased commun­
ity project grants. These funds could be used to cover rising costs of 
doing business by local senior centers to broaden the scope of existing 
senior center programs or to expand service into areas that are pres­
ently not served by any local program. We support the bill's require­
ment that sponsors receiving grants provide matching cash or in-kind 
funds based on ability to pay, as a condition to receiving the state 
grant funds.

The Department of Health and Social Services endorse the concept of 
providing for the ever increasing service needs of our seniors that 
cannot be supported by existing Aging funds. We would also like to 
refer the Committee to the Department's position paper on H.B. 618 - 
the creation of Older Alaskans Commission - and reconfirm our position 
that we do not believe it appropriate for the Commission to handle day- 
to-day grant management functions such as those anticipated by H.B. 610 
and H.B. 611.

Approved by:

Department of Health and Social 
Services



FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.  House Bill No. 610
Title Spec. Appro, to  Dept o f  Adm in., O ld e r A laskans Conim. fo r  prog, o f  b e n e f it  to  o ld e r 

Requested by_____________________________________   Date__A la s ka n s .

Agency'Affected^ DePartl”ent °f  Health and Soc ia l Sevices_____________________________
Program Category Affected S o c ia l and Economic A ss is tance  to  the  Aged.

BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected_________ O f f ic e  on Ag ing____________________ ;___________

(Note: If  more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)

EXPEND ITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85

100 PERSONAL SERVICES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

200 T R A V E L -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

300 CO NTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

400 COMMODITIES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

500 EOUIPMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

600 I AND & STRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- . .

700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TO TA L -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

EUN’DINC. (Thousands of Dollars)

G EN ERAL FUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FED ERAL FUNDS -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

OTHER (Specify Fund Source) -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS 

FU LL  T IM E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

PART T IM E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TEM PO RARY -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

III. ANALYS IS  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

Original: Legislative Finance . Prepared by: M.D. P lo tn ic k  Date: 2/27/80

cc: Budget and Management K>iYX)rtKHX0ffice:on Aging _______  PH: 465-4903
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) Department o f Hea 1 t i l  & Soc ia l Se rv ices

33-001 (Rev. 12/79) Approval DHSS Mgt. Bdgt'•IhlkAMJflQ Date:c279-Ijc\
lify by DHSS (11-28-79) n /4— U lUtX—
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