


POSITION PAPER

HOUSE BILL NO. 545

"An Act amending the child protection laws; and providing for an effec­
tive date."

House Bill No. 545 is comprised of nine sections, one of which amends 
47.10.010, and seven of which amend 47.17, the child protection statute. 
Specific comments regarding each section follow:

Section 1. This amendment to 47.10.010(a)(2) provides for a new condi­
tion under which a child may be declared a child in need of aid (CINA). 
It reads as follows: (F) the child having suffered substantial mental
or physical neglect as a result of conditions created by the child's 
parent, guardian or custodian.

While the Department supports adding mental harn. to the conditions for 
CINA, a change is recommended in the wording, deleting physical neglect 
and reading instead: (f) the child having suffered substantial mental
harm as a result of conditions created by the child's parent, guardian, 
or custodian. Physical neglect is already covered under AS 47.10.010(a)
(2)(C) which states that there is "imminent and substantial risk that 
the child will suffer harm as a result of the actions done by or condi­
tions created by his parent..."

The 1977 changes in the Children's Code were intended to clearly tie 
grounds for adjudication to the actual harm which would result to the 
child rather than to parental faults or habits. The Department favors 
keeping such a focus on the harms to the child.

Section 2. This amendmei.c to 47.17.G10 adds mental abuse to the harms 
which must be reported to the Department. It also’deletes requiring the 
attention of a practioner of the healing arts from the phrase pertaining 
to the harms, moving that phrase to the requirement to report.

This amendment appears to be consistent with other proposed changes, and 
is supported by the Department.

Section 3. This amendment strengthens the present provisions indicating 
persons who are required to report by including school aministrative 
staff members. The Department supports this section as worded because 
there have been known instances of failure to report by some school 
districts. This change would make school administrators mandatory 
reporters also.

Section 4. This amendment expands persons mandated to report to include 
individuals involved in day care and foster care. The Department sup­
ports this section as worded because persons who are involved in day 
care and foster care may be in a position to identify abuse or neglect 
which may not come to the attention of others.

Monqgemenf and Budget Section
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Section 5. This amendment expands the definition of child abuse or 
neglect which must be reported to include mental injury or neglect.
There are instances in which mental injury or neglect may be the only 
indications that a child is in need of protection. Generally, persons 
are so conservative in their reporting that children who are in danger 
of harm fail to be reported. This would make it more apparent that 
protection is called for in situations where the more obvious problem 
may be an emotional problem but where often physical harm also exists.

Section 6. This section amends the definition of child to mean a person 
under 18 years of‘age. This amendment will resolve present inconsisten­
cies in age which exist between AS 47.17.070(1) and (2). Since age 18 
was the age used *‘n the latest statutory revision of 47.17, it would 
appear that this age was intended to apply. This is the age used in 
AS 47.10 also. The Department supports this change.

Section 7. This section amends 47.17.070 to define "mental injury or 
neglect" to mean "injury or neglect to the intellectual or psychological 
capacity of a child evidenced by a substantial impairment to the child's 
ability to function within the child's no' mal range of performance and 
behavior."

The Department has serious concerns about this definition because it 
does not take into account cultural factors which affect a child's 
performance on psychological tests which measure intelligence or "normal 
behavior." With this definition it would become quite easy to justify 
identifying many children who are not of the dominant culture as being 
abused or neglected.

We would prefer to see this statute be consistent with 47.10.010(a)(2) 
(B) which specifies that mental harm is "evidenced by failure to thrive 
severe anxiety, withdrawal, or untoward agressive behavior or hostility 
toward others,"

Section 8. This section amends 47.17 be adding two sections. Section 
47.17”.064 permits a mandated reporter to take photographs of areas of 
trauma visible on a child and, if medically indicated, permits the 
taking of X-rays without parental permission. This amendment could be 
very useful in provirg cases of physical abuse, and would generally have 
most utility where medical personnel are the first to suspect physical 
abuse. Under this proposed statute, a person required to report would 
be allowed to take photographs of bruised or fractured areas as well as 
to perform X-rays when either current or past fractures are suspected. 
Many severe cases of child battering show evidence, upon X-ray examina­
tion, of repeated fractures over several years which may have healed and 
which would not show up without radiological examination. The Depart­
ment finds this to be a very significant strengthening of protection for 
vulnerable children.

Section 47.17.068 specifies that a person who is required to report 
abuse or neglect and who willfully or knowingly fails or refuses to 
report the harm is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. This is an impor­
tant provision because under the current statute there is no sanction 
against ignoring or refusing to comply with the statute. The Department 
is aware of instances of severe physical abuse which have gone unreport­
ed because doctors or hospitals hesitated to get involved and knew there 
was no penalty for their not doing so.
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The Department strongly supports both 47.17.064 and 47.17.068 as pro­
posed.

Section 9. This section allows for an effective date of July 1, 1980, 
which appears to be a reasonable time for enactment.

Summary. In summary, the Department position is as follows:

Section 1. Supports, with amendment

Siction 2. Supports

Section 3. Supports

Section 4. Supports

Section 5. Supports

Section 6. Supports

Section 7. Oppose as worded, amendment suggested

Section 8. Supports

Section 9. Supports

RECOMMENDED BY:
Art Holmberg, Directo-V 
Division of Social Services

APPROVED BY •& st
Helen DV Befrne, Commissioner 
Department of Health and Social Services

DATE: ' -
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FISCAL N O T E

I. REQUEST „  D<11 ..Bill/Resolution No. House BUI No. 545 ___________
Title amending tfte child protection laws and providing for an effective date._______

Requested bv Date January 25, .1980

II. FISCAL DETAILAgency Affected____________Department of Health and Social Services_______________
Program Category Affected Social Services ________ ______________________
3RU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected  Social Services ~__
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 79 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84
100 PERSONAL SERVICES ’  ' 0 0 0 0 0 0
200 TRAVEL 0 0 •o 0 0 0

o o CONTRACTUAL 0 0 ■ 0 0 0 0
400 COMMODITIES ............0 0 0 0 t r Ci
fiOO EQUIPMENT 0 0 f i n  0 i 0 0 Cl
600 LAND & STRUCTURES .0 . 0 0 0 T ) 1 l
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 1 )
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

0” 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS

FULL TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART TIME cr 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

This Bill has no fiscal impact on the Department of Health and Social Services.

While these changes will probably add to the caseload, these additions will be 
absorbed by existing staff.

IV DATE January 25, 1980 p re p a re d  by   Art Holtnberg, Director
a g e n c y  Deot. of health & Socrial Services/Div. Soc.-Svcs.

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 465-3170._____ ________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (f-irst Legislator Named) y

33-001 (Rev. 12/78) V / X  f t )  £ 0



Region X 
February 5, 1979

Total ' Alaska Idaho Oregon Washington

1976 26,891 774 4089 *909 21,119
1977 30,8.39 **435 1095 *1023 28,286
1977*** 1.2 1.3 .4 8.1

* Abuse only 
** Six months only

* * *  Number of reports per 1,000 people

Attachments

#1
Alaska

Table 5.1 1977 Semi-annual report on involved children on validated
reports, age and sex.

n
Idaho
Type of abuse by age, sex and race. Disposition of cases for children 
still receiving services.

#3

Oregon '
Abuse cases by months and years.

#4
Washington 

Table 31 (one month)



T A B L E  5 * 1

1 NVULVED CHILDREN QN AGE AND VALIDATEDSEX REPORTS
STATE Of ALASKA . *
1977 SEHI-ANNUAL REPORT •
AGE ................. ABUSE ONLY — fNLQLE’CT ONLY**""--" - — -ABUSE t NEGLECT****** “ ALL CASES—* —** —H F SllBTOT COL X M F SUBTOT COL X H r SUSTOT COL X M r SUBTOT COL X
<1 5 6 11 14.5 5 6 13 7.0 1 l 2 3.6 it 15 26 0.21 3 2 5 6.6 3 6 9 4 .fl 1 2 3 5.5 7 10 17 5*3' 2 ............... ..  A ...... i 7 • 9.2 5 A' 9 4.0 2 1 3 5.5 11 0 19 6*03 3 2 5 61.6 3 2 5 2.7 4 1 5 9.1 10 5 15 4.7A 2 ? A 5.3 9 4 13 7.0 1 1 2 3.6 12 7 19 6.05 .... . Q . ' 0 0 0.0 5 9 14 7.5 1 0 1 1.0 6 9 15 4.76 A 2 6 7.9 5 5 10 5.3 0 5 5 9.1 9 12 21 6.6'  . 3 ? 5 6.6 2 4 6 3.2 3 2 5 9.1 0 6 16 5.0‘ '  B .......— 2 - ' 2 A '  5.3 - • ■ t) 4 13 7.0 2 3 5 9.1 13 9 22 6.9V 1 1 2 2.6 10 7 17 9.1 2 2 4 7.3 13 10 23 7 .?10 2 1 3 3.9 11 5 1.6 0.6 2 0 2 3.6 15 6 21 6.6it ............. - * O ■ 0 . . . . . .  Q 0.0 3 9 12 6.4 " A 0 4 7 . 3" 7 9 16 5.012 3 I 4 5.3 H 5 13 7.0 1 3 4 7.3 12 9 21 6.613 l 0 1 1.3 6 4 10 5.3 2 1 3 5.5 9 5 14 4.41 A 1 -  - 3 4 ’ 5. 3 " 3 7 10 5.3 1 1 2 3.6 5 11 16 5.0IS 1 6 7 9.2 2 6 0 4.3 2 1 3 5.5 5 13 16 5.716 0 3 3 3.9 2 3 5 2.7 0 2 2 3.6 2 0 10 3.1’1 7 “  ............I " A 5 6. 6 I ~ 3 4 2.1 0 0 0 0.0 2 7 9 2.6

TOT • 36 AO 76 100.0 92 95 10/ 100.0 29 26 55 100.0 157 161 316 100.0
HISSING OBSERVATIONS « t



fcS\905P Ff.PDRT 4 . . ..STATE OF.IDAFO. .
• *

* r r  UF P U N  12/21/77 DEPARTMENT o f  H E ALT H AND WELFARE
i i : ‘

’PR TIME PE RIO D FROM 06/25/76 TO 07/25/77 CHILD A6USE/IIEGLECT STATISTICS • «
• j

DISPOSITION OF CASES FOR CH1LUREN STILL RTCEIVING SFRVICES !
TOTAL

CHILOREN
PE TURNED 

TO OWN

PLACFO IN 

FOSTER

PLACFO IN 

SHELTFR
PLACED IN 
RELATIVE

RELFASFO TO 

HAW Fpo
COURT  

. ACTION

OIHFP

n i s p . : >-

•
REPORTED IIOHE CARE CARE HOHF ADOPT HJN PENDING

• . ;

sfe'GiON t 17* 6 11 5 1 71 82 •

PEG |GN II f 151 3 18 ____1 3 61 76
i •

REGION III 250 18 18 5 9 132 72

nrGION IV 29R 11 30 ' 2 '5 60 190
•

'
REGION V 101 5 a • I 57 30

M<UQ5L.y.I lfS _U3________________________________________________ 5J________ 91.

PEGION VII 62 I 12 1 35 13

PIG1QN VIII

STATE TOTAL 1.192 AA 107 1A 19 ATI 5A4
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_•   STATP.OF. lOAIf? ....

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE

wssvosr k c p i i p t i

ATF 6* •»'U__W/22»£.U
CHILD ABHSE/NCGl. ECT STATISTICS

IIA 11 M l P fR IO D  FROM 0 6 /2 5 /7 6  JO- 07/25/IL TYPE AND SFVFRITY 

flY ACF. SFX_.ANQ_RACE.

ypf amo sevR jrv ...
BANOOHMI NT 
T A T IN l . S  
TIME f>»ACTUHE 
I A I N  DAMAGE/

Sk u l l  r k a c t u r c  
i i m n s ,  s c a l d s
I INOEMI  TAL ORUG ’

AO'-I f . T ION 
U T S ,  O M i l S f c S ,  W E L T S "  
EM» 0*1 a h r i v A I  
•I 5 LUC A I l U N ' S P P A l l l S  

r u i s t  1113/SHAKING 
f i l i r  a T IONAL NEGLECT  
H I I T IONAL  N ' G l ' C T  
XP05.URF Ti l  I . LCMENT 
A I LU:« t  TO T H R IV E  

' M F p ’ IA L I N J U R  1-S 
/ r K  I I P  SUPEP V I  S IO N  
OCK 1NG IN/HUT 
A L N U T K I I I O N  
EU ICAL N E G I F C T '  
THER
MY S IC A I  UFGLCCT 
C I SOU INC 
rxuu ASSAULT 
URD lHAL  HEMOPR I IAGf  

n r  l l l 'MATOMA

UNDER I-A

. . . I _____
10-1* 15-17 18-20 TEHALE HALE UNKM

R A C E

T u c k  inoian m i i i im ”s p m F  s h“ Vhi’tfTinkn 

1 7 Y*T '
TYPE 

.TOTAL . 

DO

 157 _
13

 7__

25 23 15 1A • 3 A2 A7

I 2 1 A I
I 5 2 5 3 10 11

I 13 23 A3 17 '3 68 A 8

A 76 _J O l 89 61 0 212 169

I 6 16 1A A 2 30 10

1 21 10 5 3 21 23

1 t 2

2 AA 56 72 29 123 9 1

1 6 A 3 0

2 3 7 9 A 2 16 10

2 16 22 16 7 A AB 26

12 59 52 • 66 29 6 120 102
3 31 A3 22 a 1 50 55

2 1 1---- v
1 6 3A 28 " i 57 18

I 1 1 t

TOTAL ___ 3 0 ______367_____ AA7 6 7 3  23V 37 937 767 230'

■ U L T P L E  TYPES 6 ~ 1 b  107 rtfto-

OUNT IIP ADULTS ( 3111 _____

2 2
____ •>_

6 10L 
6 , 72  

.  . 1 .
18 l o t )

5
2 15 3 71

13 96 9 121
1 27 3 3 6 3A A 1 2

5 36 5 50
.  . 7 3 A T AO•» 2

I  15 . 1 7 ° 7 7 2A3
1 • 7 1 12

>3 3 30
3 69 6 60

1 12 193 30 26 9
1 A n r 18 123

2 2
7 61 23 9A

2

’ 3 1 3 2  I . A 2 0 1 . 9 0 A  •

T V   1............................  Vi--- A2A----



   -   . Kgrasi

C ift E G - o H

s'. ' •■>"•' 9n  -■>•■>;■:■ >-'r 1 ’ETHWIMSHf w  ■ ■ ~ \ s;- u a n m ,
1RRP|®bjroyQR*S3IS5HDiRHDPBBffl®BB!8HE*5BB£rCv ;!

JUL AUC SEP OCT NOV DEC

cases o r  abuse i t  .month

JAH FEB • HAH APR HAY JU1I PY AVO.

r r  19 7 1 -7 2
72-71 27 46 27 24 22 24

26
28

26
18

71-74 23 26 28 36 20 34 21 31
74-73 33 31 31 3J 21 37 32 38
73-76 3) 43 30 57 35 71 64 36
76-77 1 #i 66 •31 77 66 63 89 * 86
77-78 38 07 88 112 103 73 102 164
78-79 ! 90 161 103 141

31
14
33
61
81
#3

130

1912
41
70

117
67

33
46
47
34
as
87

119 166

34
26
17
28
7)86

142

28
28
27
33
38
72

114
123

S t rv l c t  wssth p i r t o o t a r ,  i n  41«play«6.



t a b l e  s i s  p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  rot c h i l d x e b :  w h r e r  or
- • CASES (QIILfiUn) OPENED AND NUMBER SERVED, -

tr A m i t n n x A n v i  u h i t . . j u h e  1978 y

LOCAL OffICE OR CASES OPENED TOTAL SERVED
ADK1HT STRATI VP. UNIT DURING 110NTM DURINC MONTH
TOTAL 2,136 10,661

A a o t l n - C a r f i e l d  . 16 53
B e n to n -F ra n k l in 70 272
Chelan- Oouglae 38 133
C la l  lrai 21 65
C la rk 61 719
C o w li t t -U ah k lak u a 7a 427
Craat-Adana 61 93
Cray* Harbor 9e 357
I a l a n d 16 87
l e t  I t  C M 5 9
King, t o t a l  y 399 1 ,929
K l ta a p  , ' / ’ 286
t l t t l t a * • . 7 »• 19
K1 l c V i t a t - S k a n a n l a  * ' •. 36 . . 88 <
Levi* 40 179 ••
Katon • ‘ . ' • , 35 ‘
Okanogan 77 239*
P a c i f i c 12 • ‘ 42 -
Pend O r e i l l e  . ■■ 1 ’ 3 ■* '  . «
P i e r c e ,  t o t a l  Tj 232 1 ,483
S k a g i t 46 190
E v e r e t t  , . . . .  • 140 ■ . 644
Mount lake  T e r r a c e  • •• .• 65 - . 1 414 '
Spokane-L lnco ln . • 326 ■ V 1 ,061  .
S r r v e n e - P e r ry 9 221
Thu r r  ton 58 349
Wall* Walla-Columbia 39 225
Whatcom-San Juan 56 289
Uhltnen 4 84
Yakima 75 . ••• 40S
Toppenlah 41 174
Sunny «1de 4 22
y  P r o t e c t i v e  a a r v l c c a  a r e  ( p a c l a l l x e d  t o c l a l  a a r v i c a a

i n i t i a t e d  on th e  b a * l f  o f  a  co m p la in t  t h a t «  c h i l d  o r
a d u l t  I t  b e in g  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  a a o t l o n a l l y  n e g l e c t e d ,  
a bueed ,  e x p l o i t e d  o t  c r u e l l y  t r e a t e d .  

y  Breakout by l o c a l  o f f i c e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  P i e r c e  and 
King S o u n t le a .

• :

TABU 3 J :  PROTECTIVE SERVICES PO* CHILD REM:
Oi’lMlNGS BY SOURCE Of COMPLAINT, 
JUNE 1978

• NUMBER OP
SOURCR OP COMPLAINT OPENINGS
TOTAL 2 ,136

C o u r t / c o u r t  .............................
Law e n f o rc e m e n t -p r o s e c u t in g

a t t o r n e y ,  s h e r i f f ,  p o l i c e ............
School o f f l c l e l e ....................................
P h y a l c U m  ( p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ) . . .
H e a l th  a g e n c i e s ......................................
V l t h l n  l o c a l  o d i c a  .
W ith in  o t h e r  l o c a l  o f f i c e * ............
O th e r  a o c t a l  a g e n d a *   ..........
R*1a 11ve s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
U c ig h b o r * .  .................................
Anonymous.  ..............................
Oth e r  y*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

• •••••• i

. . . 4 9

..256

. . IBB

. . . 6 3

. . 1 3 6

. . . 8 0

. . . 7 0

. . 1 7 4

. . 2 9 4

. . 4 5 9

. . 2 0 2

. . 2 1 7
y  A c o t a l  o f  36 open ing*  r t i u l t c d  from 

a e l f - r e f e r r a l * .

I

i
■r TABLE 3C: PROTECTIVE SERVICES POR QilLDRENi

REASONS FOR CLOSING
NUMBER Of '  ' ,  
a o s iN c s  •. •

TOTAL 2,478 . '• \

No a b u e a /n e g le c c  c x l e t a ...................
f a ta l l y  f u n c t i o n in g  w i t h  no f u r t h e r

need f o r  CPS o r  o t h e r  a e r v l c e ............
Fam ily  f u n c t i o n in g  w i th  no f u r t h e r  

need f o r  CPS, r e f e r r e d  t o  Ongoing 
S e r v l c c a  o r  c o n t in u e d  w i th  Ongoing 
w o r k e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

............ 72*6 ' •  ’

............ 630 V

............ 2 3 5  '  :•••••

, *

P a n l l y  f u n c t i o n in g  w i th  no f u r t l i a r  
need f o r  CPS, r e f e r r e d  t o  a n o t h e r  
agency o r  p r o f a a t l o n a l  f o r  o t h e r
a c r v i c a *      IB 1

P a n l ly  r e f e r r e d  t o  J u v c n t l a  Court
f o r  removal o f  c h i l d r e n . . . . . ................................26

C h i l d ( r c n )  p lr .ced  o u t  o f  home,
r e f e r r e d  t o  c h i l d r e n ' *  w o rk e r . . . 9 7

P a n l l y  moved ou t  o f  LO'a J | i r l a d t c t l o a ............ 1S5
P a n l l y  moved and c a n ' t  be l o c a t e d . . . . . . . . . .  94
p a n l l y  r e fu a u d  t o  c u o p a r a t a ,  r a i e r r a l

t o  J u v e n i l e  C ourt  n o t  p a t a l b l * ...........................169
O th e r ...................................................................................... 135

- 24



RE PO R T IN G  CH IL D ABUSE

\
Who R e p o r t s  or  C a u s e s  a  R e p o r t  to  b e  m a d e ?

In e a c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  in Reg ion  X, an y  c i t i z e n  m ay  r e p o r t  a  s u s p e c t e d  in s t a n c e  of 
c h i ld  a b u s e  or  n e g l e c t .  E a c h  of  t h e  s t a t e s ,  ho w e v e r ,  h a v e  d e s ig n a t e d  c e r t a i n  
p e o p le  a s  b e ing  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a k e  r e p o r t s .

ALASKA:  R e q u i r e d  (no s t a t e d  pena l ty )

In t h e  D e r fo r m a n c e  of  t h e i r  p r o fe s s iona l  du t ie s ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of  t h e  
hea l ing  a r t s  ( c h i r o p ra c to r s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  h e a l t h  a id es ,  nu r se s ,  o p t o m ­
e t r i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  phys ica l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  phys ic ians ,  p s y c h ia t r i s t s ,  
p syc ho log i s t s ,  r e l ig ious  he a l in g  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a nd  s u r g e o n s ); soc ia l  
w o r k e r s ;  school  t e a c h e r s ;  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  and o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  Division 
of  C o r r e c t i o n s ;  a nd  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  of  in s t i tu t ions .

IDAHO:  R e q u i r e d  (no s t a t e d  p e n a l ty )

Any phys ic ian ,  r e s i d e n t  on a  hosp i t a l  s t a f f ,  i n t e r n ,  nurse ,  c o ro n e r ,  
school  t e a c h e r ,  day c a r e  pe r s o n n e l ,  soc ia l  w o r k e r ,  or  o t h e r  pe r son  
hav in g  r e a s o n a b le  c a u s e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  chi ld  unde r  t h e  a g e  of  
e i g h t e e n  (18) ha s  b e e n  abu s ed  or  who obse rves  t h e  ch i ld  b e in g  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  c o n d i t ions  or c i r c u m s t a n c e s  which would r ea sona b ly  
r e s u l t  in a buse ,  shal l  r e p o r t .

O R E G O N :  R e q u i r e d  ( p e n a l ty —m is d e m e a n o r ,  f in e  of  $ 250)

Phys ic ians  ( including in t e r n s  and  res iden ts ) ;  d e n t i s t s ;  school  e m ­
p loyee s ;  l i c e n s ed  p r a c t i c a l  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  nurses ;  e m p l o y e e s  of t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of  Human R e s o u r c e s ,  c o u n ty  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  c o m ­
m u n i ty  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g ra m s ,  c o u n ty  juveni le  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  or 
l i c e n s e d  ch i ld  c a r e  a g e n c i e s ;  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s ;  p sycho lo g is ts ;  c l e r g y ­
m en ;  soc ia l  worke rs ;  o p t o m e t r i s t s ;  c h i r o p r a c t o r s ;  c e r t i f i e d  p ro v id e r s  
o f  day c a r e ,  f o s t e r  c a r e  o r  e m p l o y e e s  t h e r e o f ;  a t t o r n e y s .

WASHINGTON: R e q u i r e d  ( p e n a l ty —m is d e m e a n o r )

M ed ica l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  ( l i censed  p o d i a t r i s t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  c h i r o ­
p r a c t o r s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  or l i c e n s ed  nurses ,  de n t i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  su rgeons ,  
phys ic ians ,  and  re l ig ious  hea l i ng  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ) ;  p ro fe s s iona l  school  
p e r s o n n e l ;  socia l  w orke rs ;  l i c e nsed  psycho log is ts ;  p h a r m a c i s t s ;  e m ­
p loyees  of  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  Social  and  H e a l th  Serv ices .



What to Report?
AL ASKA:

A b u s e —N o n - a c c i d e n t a i  i n f l i c t io n  of  in jury or  phys ica l  h a r m  on a  
c h i ld ' s  body.

N e g l e c t —F a i lu r e  to  p ro v id e  n e c e s s a r y  food,  c a r e ,  c lo th in g ,  s h e l t e r  or  
m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  fo r  a  ch i ld .

IDAHO:
A b u s e —Any c a s e  in w h ich  a  ch i ld  has  b e e n  t h e  v i c t im  o f  c o n d u c t  
r e s u l t i n g  in skin b ru is ing ,  b l ee d in g ,  m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  sexua l  m o l e s t a t i o n ,  
b u rn s ,  f r a c t u r e  of  a ny  b o n e ,  s u b d u ra l  h e m a t o m a ,  s o f t  t i s s u e  sw e l l ing ,  
f a i l u r e  t o  t h r i v e  o r  d e a t h ,  a n d  such  cond i t io n  or  d e a t h  n o t  j u s t i f i a b l y  
e x p la in e d ,  or a t  v a r i a n c e  w i th  t h e  h i s to ry  given fo r  i t ,  or  i f 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n d i c a t e  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  an  a c c i d e n t a l  
o c c u r r e n c e .

N e g l e c t —W ith o u t  p r o p e r  p a r e n t a l  c a r e  and c o n t r o l  or s u b s i s t e n c e ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  m e d i c a l  or  o t h e r  c a r e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  w e l l - b e in g  b e c a u s e  of  
t h e  c o n d u c t  or  omiss ion  o f  h i s / h e r  p a r e n t s ,  gua rd ia n  or  o t h e r  c u s ­
to d ia n  or  th e i r  n e g l e c t  o r  r e f u s a l  t o  p rov ide  t h e m ;  whose  p a r e n t s ,  
gu a rd i a n  or o t h e r  c u s to d ia n  a re  unab le  to  d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r  d u t i e s  t o  
an d  fo r  t h e  ch i ld  b e c a u s e  of  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  o r  o t h e r  
p h ys ic a l  or m e n t a l  i n c a p a c i t y ;  w h o  has  b e e n  p l a c e d  f o r  c a r e  or  
ad o p t io n  in v io la t ion  of law.

A b a n d o n m e n t —F a i lu re  of  p a r e n t  to  m a i n t a i n  a  n o r m a l  p a r e n t a l  
r e l a t i o n s h ip  w i th  his ch i ld  includ ing  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  t o  r e a s o n a b l e  
s u p p o r t  or r e g u l a r  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t .

O R E G O N :
Any phys ica l  injury to  a  ch i ld  which  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  c a u s e d  by 
o t h e r  than  a c c i d e n t a l  m e a n s ,  includ ing  any injury wh ich  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
a t  v a r i a n c e  w i th  t h e  e x p la n a t i o n  given  of  t h e  injury ;  n e g l e c t  wh ich  
leads  t o  phys ic a l  h a r m ;  s exua l  m o l e s t a t i o n .

WASHINGTON:
I n s t a n c e s  o f  n o n - a c c i d e n t a l  injury,  n e g l e c t ,  d e a t h ,  sexua l  a b u s e ,  an d  
c r u e l t y  to  ch i ld ren  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  c u s to d i a n s  or  g u a r d i a n s ,  a n d  
i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  ch i ld  is d e p r iv e d  o f  h i s / h e r  r i g h t  to  c o n d i t i o n s  of  
m in i m a l  n u r tu r e ,  h e a l t h  and  s a f e t y .



Definition o f "Child"
AL ASKA:  Any p e r s o n  16 y e a r s  or  unde r .

IDAHO: Any person  u nde r  t h e  a g e  o f  IS.

O R E G O N :  Any u n m a r r i e d  pe rson  u nde r  t h e  a g e  o f  18.

WASHINGTON: Any person  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  of  18 and any  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  
d i sab led  pe r son ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  age .

Hovr t o  R e p o r t ?

ALASK A:
To w h o m ?  An i m m e d i a t e  r e p o r t  should b e  m a d e  to  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e  of  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H e a l th  a n d  Social  Se rv ices .  If u n a b le  t o  c o n t a c t  
t h e  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e  and i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  w e l l ­
be in g  of  t h e  ch i ld ,  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  m ay  be c o n t a c t e d  and  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
r e p o r t e d  to  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  opp o r tu n i ty .

When?  I m m e d ia te ly .

I n fo r m a t io n  R e q u i r e d : N o t  sp e c i f i e d .

IDAHO:
To w h o m ?  The  p ro p e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  age ncy  or ,  in t h e  c a s e  of  
a t t e n d i n g  hosp i t a l  o r  i n s t i tu t io n a l  s t a f f ,  to  t h e  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  o f  
t h e  i n s t i tu t io n  who shall  m a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e p o r t s .

When?  Within 24 hours .

I n fo r m a t io n  r e q u i r e d : N o t  s p e c i f i e d .

O R E G O N :
To w h o m ?  The loca l  o f f i c e  of t h e  Chi ld ren 's  P r o t e c t i v e  S e r v i c e s  
Divis ion or  t h e  loca l  law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n cy  (ci ty  or  m u n ic ip a l  
po l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  c o u n ty  sh e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  O re g o n  S t a t e  P o l i c e ,  or  
c o u n t y  juven i le  d e p a r t m e n t ) .

W hen?  I m m e d ia t e l y  by phone  or in pe rson .  W r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  a r e  no t  
r e q u i r e d .

I n fo r m a t io n  r equ i r ed :  N a m e s  and  a d d re s s e s  of  t h e  ch i ld  an d  t h e
a d u l t s  respons ib le  for  h e r / h i s  c a r e ,  t h e  chi ld ' s  a g e ,  n a t u r e  an d  e x t e n t  
o f  t h e  a b u s e  ( including any  e v i d e n c e  o f  prev ious  abuse) ,  t h e  e x p l a n ­
a t i o n  given for  t h e  abuse  and  any o t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  which  m i g h t  b e  
he lp fu l  in e s t a b l i s h in g  t h e  c a u s e  of  t h e  a buse  and  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of  t h e  
p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  t h e  abuse.



WASHINGTON:
To w h o m ?  Law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n cy  or  D e p a r t m e n t  of  Social  a n d  
H e a l th  Serv ices .

W hen?  I m m e d i a t e l y  by phone  (in w r i t ing ,  if r e q u e s t e d ) .

I n fo r m a t io n  r e q u i r e d : N a m e ,  a d d re s s  an d  age  o f  chi ld ;  n a m e  a n d
a d d re s s  of  a d u l t  hav ing  c u s to d y ;  n a t u r e  and  e x t e n t  of  injury,  n e g l e c t  
a n d / o r  s e x u a l  a b u s e ;  an y  e v id e n c e  o f  p rev io u s  in ju r ie s  a n d  t h e i r  
n a t u r e  and  e x t e n t ;  and  any  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  h e lp f u l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
c a u s e  of  t h e  in jury and  id e n t i t y  of  p e r p e t r a t o r ( s ) .
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