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PREFACE

I t  i s  my p le a su r e  to submit  the f i n a l  r epo r t  on the 

Hea l th  Care P r o v i d e r ' s  P r o j e c t .  The p r o j e c t  r epre sen ts  many hours o f  

many p e o p l e ' s  t ime and those  peop le  shou ld  be r e cogn iz ed .

Debbie Behr,  Research A n a ly s t  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s ,  des igned  and 

worked on the p r o j e c t .  Sharman Ha ley ,  Research A n a l y s t ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  

A f f a i r s ,  prov ided  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  moral support ,  and the computer 

program and p r i n t - o u t  f o r  the p r o j e c t .  Susan K i lk a  was the graph ic  

a r t i s t  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  the map. C h a r l i e  Parr was the person r eque s t ing  

the p r o j e c t .  Without him i t  might not have happened.

Each person in v o lv ed  w i th  p r o j e c t  d id  a f i n e  job  and shou ld  be 

proud o f  i t .  I want to  thank everyone for  t h e i r  t ime ,  hard work, and 

most o f  a l l ,  p a t i e n c e  and under s tand ing .

R o ch e l l e  P l o t n i c k  
May, 1978



PROJECT HISTORY

During v.he 1977 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  R ep re s en ta t i v e  C h a r l i e  Pa*r , 

chairman o f  the H ea l t h ,  Educa t ion  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Committee , submitted 

a work order  to  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency f o r  an in te r im  p r o j e c t  r egard ­

ing d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  A laskan h ea l th  c a r e  p rov id er s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s .  Debbie  Behr r e ce i v ed  the work order and began to  d r a f t  a 

r e sea r ch  d e s ign  f o r  the s tudy .

An e a r l y  d e c i s i o n  was made as  to which f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

would be in c lu d ed .  R ep re s en ta t i v e  Parr was g iven  a l i s t  o f  many p o s s i b i l ­

i t i e s  and made h i s  c h o i c e s  from i t .  The p r o f e s s i o n s  chosen were : 1) d o c t o r s ;  

2) r e g i s t e r e d  nur se s ;  3) l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  nur se s ;  4) p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ;  

5) d e n t i s t s ;  6) community h ea l th  a i d e s ;  7) s t a t e  p ub l i c  h ea l th  nur se s ;

8) p s y c h i a t r i s t s ;  9) a u d i o l o g i s t s ;  10) o p t i c i a n s  11) o p t om e t r i s t s ;  12) 

pharmac i s t s .  The f a c i l i t i e s  chosen were: 1) h o s p i t a l s ;  2) s t a t e  p ub l i c

h e a l th  c e n t e r s ;  3) community mental h e a l th  c e n t e r s ;  4) d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

5) P u b l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e  -  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s ;  6) communicative 

d i s o r d e r s  c l i n i c s ;  7) long - te rm  care  f a c i l i t i e s .

The p r o j e c t  d e s i gn  in c luded  a computer f i l e  which would ho ld  a l l  

the data  obta ined  -  l o c a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l t y ,  s p e c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  number o f  

s t a f f ,  e t c .  I t  would be c apab le  o f  produc ing a p r i r t - o u t  l i s t i n g  the 

f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  and a l l o w  s p e c i f i c  in format ion  to  be s tored  

and p u l l e d  from the f i l e  when needed. There was no p r o v i s i o n  for  updat ing 

the computer f i l e  a t  th a t  t ime.

The f i n a l  product o f  the p r o j e c t  was to  be a map d i s p l a y i n g  l o c a t i o n  

and c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  by the use o f  c o l o r s ,  

symbols or p in s .



By August 1977, the p r o j e c t  was w e l l  under way. N ear ly  h a l f  the 

f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  had been coded and keypunched. Those  remain -  

t o  be coded and keypunched were : pharmac i s t s ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ,

a u d i o l o g i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  s t a t e  p u b l i c  h e a l th  c e n t e r s ,  d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

P u b l i c  Hea lth  S e r v i c e  -  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s  and communicat ive d i s o rd e r s  

c l i n i c s .  Debbie  Behr went on l e a v e  a t  the end o f  August . In l a t e  

September R o ch e l l e  (MacKinnon) P l o t n i c k  c on tr a c ted  w i th  L e g i s T a t i v e  

A f f a i r s  Agency to complete  the p r o j e c t .  P l o t n i c k  began cod ing  the 

remain ing c a t e g o r i e s  where Behr had s topped .  Data were d i f f i c u l t  to 

o b t a in  in s evera l  o f  the uncoded c a t e g o r i e s ,  such as a u d i o l o g i s t s  and 

p h y s i c i a n  a s s -' ; t a n t s .  A l s o ,  some o f  the c a t e g o r i e s  were not w e l l  d e f i n ed ,  

such as  " d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t y " .  D e sp i t e  the d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a l l  the in format ion  

had been gathered and coded by December 23. What remained was the 

keypunching o f  about 500 computer c a rd s ,  the w r i t i n g  o f  a computer 

program and g e t t i n g  a p r i n t - o u t ,  the p roduc t ion  of  a map, and w r i t i n g  

the  r e p o r t .  A l l  nas now been completed ,  w ith  t h i s  r epor t  be ing the 

f i n a l  phase o f  the p r o j e c t .

The f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  r e o o r t  w i l l  e xp la in  the d a t a ,  and 

t e l l  how and from where they were o b t a in ed .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  fu tu r e  use 

o f  t ’ e data  base are  i n c lu d ed ,  as  w e l l  as recommendation f o r  the fu ture  

o f  the p r o j e c t .  Data sources  are in c ludeu  in the " c o d e s "  s e c t i o n  under 

c h a r t  " J :  source  o f  i n f o rm a t i o n " .
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METHODOLOGY

The main theme o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was " o b t a in  and i n c o r p o r a t e " - -w h i c h  

means th a t  in format ion  was gathered and in c luded  in a data  base .  Take 

one c a teg o ry  f o r  example. A l i s t  o f  l i c e n s e d  pharmac is ts  in A laska  was 

ob ta ined  from the Department o f  Conmerce & Economic Development , D i v i s i o n  

o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g .  The f o l l ow i n g  in format ion  was then coded on 

a cod ing  shee t  f o r  each pharmac is t ,  and keypunched: p r o j e c t  code ;

p rov ide  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number; v i l l a g e  code ;  type o f  p r o f e s s i o n ;  whether 

c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g ;  type o f  p r a c t i c e ;  whether i t i n e r a n t ;  geograph ic  

r e g i o n ;  s p e c i a l i t y ;  whether med ica id  c l i e n t s  a c c ep ted ;  and data source 

and d a t e .  Informat ion  which was not  a v a i l a b l e  o r  not a p p l i c a b l e  to 

pharmac is ts  was coded "unknown". S i n c e  there  were 157 pharmac i s t s ,  

th ere  were 157 cod ing  s h e e t s ,  each f i l l e d  out  as d e sc r ib ed  above . Thus ,  

pharmac is ts  were in corpora ted  in the data b a se ,  to  be in c luded  in the 

computer p r i n t - o u t  when a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  were complete .

Not a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  had the same amount o f  informat ion  a v a i l a b l e  as 

t h i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  c a s e .  Sometimes th ere  was more, sometimes l e s s .  But 

t h i s  w i l l  be covered more e x p l i c i t l y  w ith  the d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  each one.



RESULTS

In t h i s  s e c t i o n  each c a tego ry  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d .  T h e i r  order o f  

placement f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  based on the o v e r la y s  on which they appear 

on the map: o v e r l a y s  one ,  two, and three  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n

w i l l  serve  as  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  both the map and the computer 

p r i n t - o u t .  Add i t i o n a l  in format ion  i s  o b t a i n a b l e  in the notebooks  c o n t a i n i n g  

the cod ing  shee t s  and t h e i r  s ou r c e s ,  the cod ing  exp lana t ion  book, or 

o ther  r e fe r en ce s  l i s t e d .  T h i s  r epor t  w i l l  e i t h e r  g i v e  b a s i c  in format ion  

o r  t e l l  where to  go f o r  i t .  I t  should  be kept in  mind th a t  change 

o c cu r s  c o n s t a n t l y  so th i s  survey i s  a l r e ady  dated .  New f a c i l i t i e s  are 

open ing f r e qu en t l y  and a d d i t i o n a l  peop le  are  be ing l i c e n s e d .  Some l i c e n s e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  are not p r a c t i c i n g .
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Three shapes are used on the map: squ a r e s ,  c i r c l e s  and t r i a n g l e s .

Small s i z e s  r epre sen t  one p r o f e s s i o n a l  or one f a c i l i t y .  Large s i z e s  

repre sen t  ten .  A l a r g e  s i z e  w ith  a wh i t e  do t  p la ced  in i t  r epre sen ts  

100. As each p ro f e s s i o n  and f a c i l i t y  i s  d e s c r ib ed  from o v e r l a y  1, 2, 

and 3, i t s  c o l o r  w i l l  be g i v e n .  A key w i th  a l l  t h i s  i n fo rmat ion  i s  

l o c a t e d  on the upper r i g h t  hand corner  o f  the map. A l s o ,  a red d i s k  

accompanies the map. T h i s  d i s k  serves  as a d i s t a n c e  gu ide  f o r  a i r  

t r a v e l .  I t s  r ad iu s  equa l s  one h ou r ' s  f l y i n g  t ime,  or  100 m i l e s ,  in  a

MAP EXPLANATION



OVERLAY 1

P ub l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e  -  V i l l a g e  B u i l t  C l i n i c s

Pub l i c  Hea l th  -  V i l l a g e  B u i l t  C l i n i c s  are  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  and owned 

c l i n i c  f a c i l i t i e s  l e a sed  to the A la ska  Area N a t i v e  Hea lth  S e r v i c e .

Primary h ea l th  c are  i s  r e g u l a r l y  prov ided  in  the c l i n i c  by community 

h e a l th  a i d e s .  Care i s  a l s o  prov ided by the A laska  Area N a t i v e  Hea lth  

S e r v i c e  and s t a t e  h e a l th  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  on an i t i n e r a n t  b a s i s .  There are 

116 v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s  in  A la s k a ,  l o c a t e d  in  rura l  a r ea s .  In some 

i n s t a n c e s  they are the on ly  h e a l th  f a c i l i t i e s  in  an area .  They are 

represen ted  on the map by purp le  square s .  Informat ion  was ob ta in ed  fron  

A laska  Area N a t i v e  Hea lth  S e r v i c e ,  Area General  S e r v i c e s  Branch.

Community Hea lth  Aides

Community Hea lth  Aides  are A laskans  t r a in ed  to p rov ide  primary 

h e a l th  care  in  rura l  a r ea s .  T h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c lud e  examining 

p a t i e n t s  w ith  s imp le  problems,  determ in ing  app rop r ia t e  treatment ,  making 

r e f e r r a l s ,  p rov id in g  primary treatment ,  a rrang ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and 

working w ith  o ther  h e a l th  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  v i s i t i n g  the v i l l a g e .  Community 

Hea lth  Aides  are permanent r e s i d e n t s  o f  the v i l l a g e  in which they work, 

and must be a c c e p t a b l e  to most o f  the peop le  in  t h e i r  community. T h e i r  

s a l a r y  comes from e i t h e r  a r e g i on a l  h e a l th  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  or another  

N a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which o b ta in s  funds through c o n t r a c t i n g  w i th  the 

A laska  Area N a t i v e  Hea l th  S e r v i c e .  The three  h ea l th  a id  t r a i n i n g  a g en c ie s  

in  the s t a t e  are  the AANHS in  Anchorage, the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health



Co rpo r a t i o n  i n  B e t h e l ,  and the Norton Sound Hea lth  Co rpora t i on  in Nome.

At the time o f  t h i s  survey  there  were 216 Community Health A ides  l i s t e d ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  the AANHS. Some o f  the se  are  e i t h e r  f u l l  or part  t ime ,  or 

a l t e r n a t e s .  They are  shown on the map as brown do t s .  In some ca se s  

th ere  i s  no PHS c l i n i c  f o r  an a i d e  to  u se ,  so the a id e  must work in 

p e o p l e ' s  homes. In approx imate ly  25 v i l l a g e s  the hea l th  a i d e  i s  the 

ONLY h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  in  the v i l l a g e .

S t a t e  P u b l i c  Hea l th  Cen ters

The 28 S t a t e  Pu b l i c  Hea l th  Centers  in A laska  are s t a f f e d  by S t a t e  

P u b l i c  H ea l th  Nurses  who o f f e r  a w ide range o f  s e r v i c e s .  The c en te r s  

p rov id e  immunizat ions ,  v a c c i n e s ,  TB t e s t s ,  VD s creen ing  and treatment ,  

women's h e a l th  s cr e en ing  ( b r e a s t  exams, pap smears,  pregnancy t e s t s ) ,  

c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  matern i ty  c a r e ,  and c h i l d  hea l th  care  and n u t r i t i o n .

They are  r epresen ted  on the map by brown square s .  The data  on them were 

o b ta in ed  from the S t a t e  Department o f  Hea lth  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  (DH&SS). 

L i c e n s e d  F r a c t i c a l  N jrse s

Accord ing  to the S t a t e  Department o f  Commerce & Economic Deve lop ­

ment, D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  there  are  655 l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  

nurses  in  A la ska .  Data on whether or not they are  p r a c t i c i n g  were 

u n ob t a in a b l e .  An LPN must graduate  from an a c c r ed i t e d  p r a c t i c a l  nurs ing 

program, complete  the ten th  grade or i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,  be a t  l e a s t  18, and 

pass  a w r i t t e n  exam i s su ed  by the S t a t e  Board o f  Nurs ing .  Most LPN ' s  

work in  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s i n c e  they are  r equ ired  to  be superv i s ed  by a 

R eg i s t e r ed  Nurse. They are  shown as green dots  on the map. P r a c t i c a l  

nurses  are exempt from s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  i f  employed by the United S t a t e s  

Government pursuant to  AS 08.68 .400(1) .



Reg i s t e red  Nurses

At the time o f  the su rv ey ,  the S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  

L i c e n s i n g  repor ted  2,283 R eg i s t e red  Nurses l i c e n s e d  a "d  r e s i d i n g  in A laska .  

Data on those  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  i'o q u a l i f y  as an 

RN one must complete  high s choo l  or the e q u i v a l e n t ,  g raduate  from an 

a c c r e d i t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  nurs ing  s c h o o l ,  and pass an exam i s s u ed  by the 

S t a t e  Board o f  Nurs ing .  T h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i s  more t e c h n i c a l  than f o r  L P N ' s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  anatomy, p h y s i o l o g y ,  and more s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s .  The map 

shows RN 's  w ith  red d o t s .  R eg i s t e red  Nurses are exempt from s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  

i f  employed by the Un ited  S t a t e s  Government pursuant to  AS 08 .68.400(1) . 

P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s

Accord ing to  the A la ska  Academy o f  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  there  are 

66 P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  in A la sk a .  The A laska  S t a t e  Med ica l  Board i s  

w r i t i n g  c u r r e n t l y  proposed l i c e n s i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  for  the PA 's  in  the s t a t e .  

Pursi ant to AS 08.64.107,  the r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  ed u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i ­

f i c a t i o n s ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p rocedures ,  the scope  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  au thor i z ed  

and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the s u p e r v i s in g  or  t r a i n i n g  p h y s i c i a n .  Un t i l  

the r e g u l a t i o n s  are  promulgated , no mandatory r e g i s t r a t i o n  for  PA 's 

e x i s t s .  When they are  promulgated , the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s in g  

w i l l  have a l i s t i n g  o f  the PA 's in  A la ska .  The 66 Ph y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  

l i s t e d  in  the p r o j e c t  are  represented  by b lu e  t r i a n g l e s .



OVERLAY II

H o s p i t a l s

From in format ion  supp l i e d  by the D i v i s i o n  o f  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and 

L i c e n s i n g ,  DHSS, 26 h o s p i t a l s  in A laska  were accounted  f o r .  Of t h e s e ,  

seven a re  Un it ed  S t a t e  Pub l i c  Hea lth  S e r v i c e ,  and two are  m i l i t a r y .

Seven o f  th e se  f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o  s e rve  as nurs ing  homes, but were not w ith  

the  nurs ing  homes to  avo id  d u p l i c a t i o n .  H o s p i t a l s  are  represen ted  by 

red squares  on the map.

Nurs ing Homes

Exc lud ing  the seven h o s p i t a l s  mentioned in  the preceed ing  paragraph, 

there  a re  four  nurs ing homes in A la ska :  Anchorage has two; Seward and

Fa irbanks  have one each .  Nurs ing homes are  shown on the map as b lue

square s .  T h i s  in fo rmat ion  was obta ined  from C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and L i c e n s i n g ,  

Department o f  Hea l th  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

L a b o r a t o r i e s

There  are  approx imate ly  24 lab s  in the s t a t e .  Those  l o c a t e d  w i t h in

h o s p i t a l s  were not i n c lu d ed ,  to  avo id  d u p l i c a t i o n .  Data were ob ta ined

from the D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H ea l th ,  DHSS. Labs are  represen ted  by 

orange t r i a n g l e s  on the map.

D i a g n o s t i c  F a c i l i t i e s

O r i g i n a l l y ,  the i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  c a teg o ry  was to  be a " c a t c h - a l l "  for  

any th ing  a c c i d e n t l y  l e f t  out o f  the survey .  I t  was used for m i s c e l l a n e ou s  

f a c i l i t i e s  such as the Bre ' . s t  Cancer D e t e c t i o n  Center  in  F a i rb ank s ,  the 

Kidney Mach ine Center  in  Anchorage, the h e a l th  c en te r  a t  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A laska  in F a i rb ank s ,  the Anchorage Blood Bank, and the



h e a l th  c e n t e r  in  Anchorage run by the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  to name a few.

A l s o ,  communicat ive  d i s o r d e r s  c l i n i c s  are  counted as d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  

T h i s  was a c a t e g o ry  o r i g i n a l l y ,  and l a t e r  was combined w i th  d i a g n o s t i c  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the p r i n t - o u t  map. There are n in e  communicat ive d i s o rd e r s  

c l i n i c s  in  the s t a t e  o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  such as  hear ing t e s t s ,  hear ing 

a i d  f i t t i n g s ,  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  speech and heading impairments , 

and d i a g n o s i s  and treatment o f  o t i t i s  media . T h i s  group i s  represen ted  

by green squares  on the map. T h i s  in format ion  was ob ta ined  from var i ou s  

s ou r c e s .  They i n c lu d e  the D i r e c t o ry  o f  Human S e r v i c e  O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

pub l i sh ed  by the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency, the House HESS f i l e s ,  and 

the Department o f  H ea l th  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  For more s p e c i f i c s ,  one 

must r e f e r  to  the c od ing  sh ee t s  and code exp lan a t io n  book.

Doctors

Accord ing to  the A la ska  S t a t e  Medica l  A s s o c i a t i o n  th ere  are  551 

p h y s i c i a n s  in A la s k a .  Of t h e s e ,  360 are in p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ,  74 are 

w ith  the m i l i t a r y ,  86 are  w ith  the United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e ,

12 are  w i th  o th e r  f ed e r a l  a g en c ie s  (such as FAA, N a t i v e  Hea lth  Corps ,

e t c . ) ,  and 19 a re  w i t h  the S t a t e  o f  A la ska .  B e s id e s  the S t a t e  Med ica l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupat iona l  L i c e n s i n g  was used as a data 

s ou rce .  When known, a p h y s i c i a n ' s  s p e c i a l t y  has been coded ,  but t h i s  i s  

not r e f l e c t e d  on e i t h e r  the  map or the p r i n t - o u t .  The o n l y  ex cep t ion  i s  

for  p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  These do c tor s  were p la ced  in a s epa ra t e  c a te g o ry  and 

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in the s e c t i o n  for  o v e r l a y  th ree .  Orange do t s  were 

used for  d o c t o r s  on the map. Pursuant to AS 08.64.370. p h y s i c i a n s

employed by e i t h e r  the  m i l i t a r y  or United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  Healuh S e r v i c e

are exempt from s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e .
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Pharmacists

Th :  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g  l i s t s  157 l i c e n s e d  

pharmac is ts  in  the s t a t e .  I t  i s  not known how many o f  th e se  a re  p ra c ­

t i c i n g .  At l e a s t  one pharmac is t  e x i s t s  in  every  p l a c e  there  i s  a 

pharmacy in  the s t a t e ,  but not v i c e  v e r sa .  Pharmacis ts  are  shown as 

b lue do ts  on the map. Pharmacists  employed in f edera l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are 

exempt from l i c e n s u r e  pursuant to AS 08.80.475.
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OVERLAY III

Community Mental Hea l th  Centers

There are 20 Community Mental Hea lth  Cen ters  throughout A la ska .

With an emphas is on s e r v in g  rura l  communit ies ,  the c en te r s  o f f e r  a wide 

range o f  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  f o l l o w - u p  a f t e r  

treatment ,  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p la nn in g ,  and c o n s u l t a t i o n .

The focus  on th e se  c e n t e r s  i s  to prov ide  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  a 

l o c a l  l e v e l ,  m in im iz ing  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a t  A laska  P s y c h i a t r i c  

I n s t i t u t e .  A l s o ,  some p s y c h o l o g i c a l  problems are  not s e r i o u s  and can be 

e a s i l y  t r e a t ed  a t  the l o c a l  l e v e l .  These  c e n t e r s  appear as  orange 

squares on the map. T h i s  data was ob ta ined  from the D i v i s i o n  o f  Mental 

Hea lth  and Developmenta l D i s a b i l i t i e s ,  DHSS.

F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the  M en t a l l y  111 & Deve lopmenta l l y  D i s ab led

In A la s k a ,  there  i s  one i n - p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t y  f o r  the m en t a l l y  i l l  

and three  i n - p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the d ev e l opm en t a l l y  d i s a b l e d .

Alas.’.a P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  i s  an i n - p a t i e n t  treatment c en te r  l o c a t e d  

in Anchorage. I t  i s  owned and operated by the S t a t e  o f  A la ska .  Though 

i t s  main purpose i s  f o r  the m en ta l l y  i l l ,  API does t r e a t  some retarded  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  The S t a t e  o f  A laska  owns and o pera t e s  Harborview Deve lop ­

ment Center  for  the d ev e l opm en t a l l y  d i s a b l e d .  Inc luded  are the m en ta l l y  

r e ta rd ed ,  th ose  s u f f e r i n g  from severe  c e reb ra l  p a l s y ,  e p i l e p s y ,  or 

au t i sm ,  or any c o n d i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  in impairment o f  genera l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

f u n c t i o n i n g ,  a f f e c t i n g  a p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  to  f u n c t i o n  normal ly  in  s o c i e t y .  

H arborv iew 's  s e r v i c e s  i n c lu d e  v o c a t i o n a l - o c c u p a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

and p h y s i c a l  therapy ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  and s p e c i a l  edu ca t i o n .
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Harborview i s  i n  V a l d e z ,  A la ska .  The two a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the 

r e tarded  a r e  in Anchorage. Hope Co t tage s  op e ra t e s  two r e s i d e n t i a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d e v e l opm en t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  h o s p i t a l s  

w i l l  a c c e p t  p s y c h i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s ,  but they do so r e l u c t a n t l y  as they are  

not o f f i c i a l  treatment c e n t e r s .  These f a c i l i t i e s  are r epresen ted  by 

green t r i a n g l e s  on the map. In format ion  was ob ta ined  from the D i v i s i o n  

o f  Mental Hea l th  & Developmenta l D i s a b i l i t i e s .

P s y c h i a t r i s t s

P s y c h i a t r i s t s  are  med ical  d o c tor s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a in ed  in p s y c h i a t r y .  

There are  30 p s y c h i a t r i s t s  in A la s k a ,  c on cen tr a ted  in the Anchorage 

a r e a .  They are r epresen ted  on the map by purp le  do t s .  Data were ob ta ined  

from the A laska  S t a t e  Med ica l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the D i v i s i o n  o f  Occupa t iona l  

L i c e n s i n g .

D e n t i s t s

Accord ing t o  a survey conducted by the A laska  Dental S o c i e t y  in the 

f a l l  o f  1977, there  a re  220 p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t s  in A la ska .  They are 

shown on the map as brown t r i a n g l e s .  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  has 370 

l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s ,  w i th  228 l i s t i n g  A laskan addre s s e s .

Op tometr i s t s

Accord ing t o  both the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g  and the 

A laska  Optometr ic  A s s o c i a t i o n  there  a re  25 l i c e n s e d  o p tom e tr i s t s  in 

A la sk a .  Op tometr i s t s  are  i n d i v i d u a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a in ed  to  examine, 

d i a gno s e  and t r e a t  c o n d i t i o n s  or impairments o f  the  v i s i o n  system.

Though commonly known as  " d o c t o r s " ,  o p t om e tr i s t s  are not  medical  d o c t o r s .  

( M . C . ' s  t r a i n ed  in  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y  are o p h t h a lm o l o g i s t s ) .  However, o p tometr i s t s



do r e c e i v e  four y e a r s  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  a 

minimum o f  two y e a r s  o f  undergraduate c o l l e g e  s tudy .  By Alaskan s t a t u t e  

(AS 08 .72 .300) ,  o p tom e tr i s t s  are a l l ow ed  to d iagnose  o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  

o r  d e f o rm i t i e s ,  p r e s c r i b e  or  app ly  l e n s e s ,  pr isms,  or o c u l a r  ex e r c i s e s  

f o r  the c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  o f  the human eye .  They are  represented  by 

purp le  t r i a n g l e s  on the map.

D i spen s ing  O p t i c i a n s

The D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g  l i s t s  43 l i c e n s e d  o p t i c i a n s  

in  A la ska .  T h e i r  work i n c lu d e s  prepar ing and d i s p en s in g  l e n s e s ,  s p e c t a c l e s ,  

e y e g l a s s e s ,  or a r t i f i c i a l  eyes  to  intended wearers  on w r i t t e n  p r e s c r i p ­

t i o n s  from p h y s i c i a n s  or  o p tom e tr i s t s  (AS 08. ‘’1.240. (3 ) ) .  In o ther  

words ,  the p a t i e n t  has to go to e i t h e r  an o p tom e tr i s t  or an ophtha lmo lo ­

g i s t  to  ge t  a p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  g l a s s e s  or  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  and the d i s ­

p ens ing  o p t i c i a n  f i l l s  the p r e s c r i p t i o n .  D i s p en s in g  o p t i c i a n s  are  shown 

as  red t r i a n g l e s  on the map.

A u d i o l o g i s t s

There are  15 a u d i o l o g i s t s  in A la ska ,  but not a l l  are p r a c t i c i n g .  

In format ion  was ob ta in ed  from the A laska  Speech and Hearing A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

s i n c e  there  i s  no l i c e n s i n g  requ ired  f o r  a u d i o l o g i s t s .  (However, l i c e n s i n g  

l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  pend ing . )  A u d i o l o g i s t s '  work in c lud e s  ap p ly in g  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  methods, and procedures f o r  measurement, t e s t i n g ,  e v a l u a ­

t i o n ,  p r e d i c t i o n ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and r e h a b i l i t a ­

t i o n  r e l a t e d  to hear ing and d i s o rd e r s  o f  hear ing .  Th i s  s p e c i a l t y  r equ ire s  

a graduate  degree .  A u d i o l o g i s t s  arc 'ep re sen ted  by y e l l o w  dots  on the 

map.



The data  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  have a v a r i e t y  o f  u se s .  There 

are  numerous s p e c i a l i t i e s  th a t  cou ld  be l i s t e d  in a computer p r i n t - o u t .

For example, i f  we wanted to know how many p e d i a t r i c i a n s  there  were 

in Sou theas te rn  A la sk a ,  we c ou ld  ob t a in  a p r i n t - o u t  of  th a t  c a t e g o r y ,  w ith  

the proper  computer program. In format ion  e x i s t s  concern ing  not on ly  

s p e c i a l t i e s ,  but geograph ic  l o c a t i o n s  and s p e c i a l  r e source s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Of c o u r s e ,  not a l l  in fo rmat ion  i s  as complete  as  o t h e r s ,  but i t  car 

a lways  

be expanded.

The Department o f  Hea lth  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  may be e l i g i b l e  to 

r e c e i v e  f edera l  funds to c o l l e c t  s t a t i s t i c s  on h e a l th  re source s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s  in  A la sk a .  T h i s  C o op e r a t iv e  Hea lth  S t a t i s t i c s  System i s  

p o s s i b l e  because o f  the 1974 Hea l th  S e r v i c e s  Resea rch ,  Hea lth  S t a t i s t i c s ,  

and Med ica l  L i b r a r i e s  Act -  P u b l i c  Law 93-641. Many of  the h e a l th  o c cu ­

p a t i o n s  in  t h i s  program are in c luded  in the presen t  survey .  Dental  

h y g i e n i s t s ,  p hy s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  nurs ing  home a d m in i s t r a t o r s ,  c h i r o ­

p r a c t o r s ,  p o d i a t r i s t s ,  and v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w i l l  a l s o  be in c luded .  In 

September o f  1976, 45 s t a t e s  were a t  l e a s t  in the deve lopmenta l  s t ag e s  o f  

data c o l l e c t i n g .  S t a t e  Hea l th  S t a t . s t i e s  Centers  are  u s u a l l y  in the h e a l th  

department o f  a s t a t e  government. To be accepted  i n t o  the program the 

c e n t e r  must meet s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  being ab l e  to ob ta in  t ime ly  

r e l i a b l e  and comprehensive d a t a ,  use a c c e p t a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  and 

e s t a b l i s h  p lans  f o r  fu tu r e  expans ion .

I t  i s  my recommendation t h a t  the data c o l l e c t e d  for  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

be shared w ith  the A laska  Department o f  Hea lth  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  p ro v id in g  

they want i t  and the in format ion  cou ld  be of  some b e n e f i t  to them.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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T h i s  p rp ’ ^ c t  has fu ture  p o t e n t i a l  and cou ld  be usefu l  f o r  a number 

o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and purposes .  The d e s ign  f o r  t h i s  data base has been 

s e t  up and c ou ld  e a s i l y  be updated, a n n u a l l y ,  b i - a n n u a l l y ,  or once 

every two y e a r s .
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5. A cod ing  notebook ,  w i th  code ex p lan a t io n s  and sources  -  l o c a t ed  
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