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Feb. 9. 1979

HB 69 -- Emergency Fire-fighting

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT

8ranson
f a r n e v  0 Conne11
Parr Zharoff
Parker 
Metcalfe

H.B. 69-- An Act relating to hiring of emergency fi"e-fighting 
personnel

By Rules Committee by Request of the Governor- 

Testifying:

Sheri Shelley, Attorney for Alaska Public Employees Association

Fncourages adoption of APEA proposed amendment if bill 
passes. APEA neither supports nor opposes bill.

Ken Spray —  Vice Pres of Local 71

Gave history of fire fighters .
Discussed current wage scales and difference between
wages if they are Union laborers or exempt.

Opposed to passage of bill.

MINUTES — C&RA COMMITTEE HEARING

Feb. 5, 1979 ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

Testifying:

Ted Smith, Director Division of Forest, Land and Water Management 
Supports removal of man hour limitations.

Committee passes CS including 60 day limitation with exempt 
language in.



HOUSE
FURTHER

Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on C&RA

1-24-79 D a t e : 70

has had HB 69

"An Act relating to hiring of emergency fire-fighting personnel.

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports 1t back with the following recommendations:

[ 3 

[ ] 

[ - J

[ ] 

[ 1 

[ ]

do pass [ ] ac not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s)

replace with CS f o r _________________ ,__________

and recommends

[ ] same title 
[ ] new title

n

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

reports 1t back without recommendation

referred to the _______ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
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CHAIRMAN
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

POUCH Y STATE CAPITOl 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

907 465 3800

M E M O R A N D U M February 9, 1979

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

CSHB 69, relating to emergency fire-fig hting 
personnel

Representati ve Bill Parker 
ATTN: Marge Gorsuch, A.A.

John B . Chenowe 
Legislative

I have taken the liberty of excising all reference to the 
language which you provided to me from the draft Committee 
Substitute. When I finally figured out what was being said, 
I could not help but think that a limitation on emergency 
employment expressed i.i terms which refer to "conditions 
neces s i t a t i n g  immediate action to provide for carrying on 
work that must be continued in the public interest" had 
a b s o l u t e l y  no appli c a b i l i t y  in the context of fighting 
fires. However, if you think that it ought to go back in, 
let me suggest something like

", . .only if his employment is critical if work that
is in the public interest is to be continued."

You might also wish to consider inclusion of an immediate 
effective date. If this bill becomes effective in its 
present form, the effective date might well be mid-summer, 
when h i r i n g  activity for fire-fighting is at its height. An 
immediate effective date clause could alleviate problems 
arising out of a summer implementation.

J B C :j dn

Enclosure



S e c t i o n  1. A S  3 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  Is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(22) e m e r g e n c y  f i r e - f i g h t i n g  p e r s o n n e l  h i r e d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  A S  41..15.030(b). I n d i v i d u a l s  

n i r e d  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  a p p o i n t m e n t  m a y  b e  h i r e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  n o t  to 

e x c e e d  t h i r t y  (30) c a l e n d a r  d a y s ,  a n d  rai^t b e  m a d e  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  

n e c e s s i t a t i n g  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n  to p r o v i d e  for c a r r y i n g  o n  w o r k  that 

m u s t  b e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  n u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .
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§ 41.15.020 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 41.15.0. '
Sec. 41.15.010. Intent. I t is the intent of §§ 10 — 170 of this cinjiu.-/ 

to provide protection for the timber resources and watersheds or. 
lands in the state. (§ 1 ch 138 SLA 1961)

Am. Jur. reference. — 34 Am. Jur., Ixigs 
and Timber, §§ 4, 53.

Sec. 41.15.020. Regulations. The commissioner shall, by regu'.r. 
make provision for the protection of forested lands in the state fron, •' - 
and other destructive agents. (§ 2 ch 138 SLA 1961)

Sec. 41.15.030. Commissioner may make contracts for for 
protection, (a) The commissioner may enter into protection con': 
which he considers necessary.

(b) The commissioner may hire emergency fire-fighting per. -; 
to a total of 30,000 man-hours each year, and shall • 
classifications and rates of pay for the emergency fire-fV 
personnel consistent with the compensation paid by other fire : 
agencies. The commissioner may adjust the classifications and 
based on findings of the federal Bureau of Land Manage::
Alaska. (§ 2 ch 138 SLA 1961; am § 1 ch 100 SLA 197G)

Effect (if amendment. — The 19"/i> SLA 197G, provide
amendment added present subsection (b). 100, SLA 157(1.

Editor’s note. — Section 119, ch. 318,

. an «;ffectiv»:

Sec. 41.15.010. Right of entry to control anil suppress fin 
approval by the commissioner or his authorized agent, - mp! ; ■ 
division of lands, or of any organization authorized to pre.. 
or suppress fires or destructive agents, and others assi.su; 
control or suppression of fires upon request of an officer 
of the United States or the state may at any time enter upo; 
whether publicly o- privately owned, for the purpose of 
suppressing or controlling forest fires and destructive 
138 SLA 1961)

Am, Jur. and ALIt references. — 22 Am. provisions of 
Jur., Fires, h 2. lefhslatt.n, 13 A ll 1 11

Constitutionality of fire prevention

Sec. 11.15.050. Fire season. The period from May I to 
inclusive, of each year is designated the fire season. Th 
may designate other periods as fire season. The coins 
proclaim an additional period for all or any 
weather or other conditions require action 
lands. The commissioner may also, during the fire 
allow only by permit, the setting of fires, smoking, 
on the land, when, in his judgment, the activities would 
the fire danger. (§ 3 ch 188 SLA 1961; am § 1 ch 27 .‘-I.
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