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I REQUEST

Bill/Resolutior No.  Pcnding HOUSE BILL NO, 375
Title An act relating to costs of attorney services provided to indiecnts
Requested by O ffice of the Governor Date March S. 1979

11. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected O ffice f the Governor
Program Category Affected Administration of Justicc
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Public Defender Accncv
(Note: If more than one budget component is affectcd, separate iine-item amounts ar.d funding for each
component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollarsl

FY 79 FY 80 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
100 PERSONAL SERVICES -0-
2,00 TRAVEL -0-
Z?f) O'N jKALI UAL -0-
COMMuUUILS -0-
>00 EOUIPMENT 0-
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CI \N\<XJ ir.
TOTAL -0-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND -0-
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER (Spccifv Fund Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I1l. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section I1I)

Since July 1, 1976 the Public Defender Agency ha" been charged with the defense of
sdigents charged with violations of municipal ordinances. Out of necessity, the age
has assumed this obligation using existin Bersonnel and resources. For FY 79 two
additional positions were authorized in 10' 909; one Attorney Il for 6 months and
one Legal Secretary for 7 months. o
Transferring the responsibility for |nd|%ent_defense to the municipalities is not
expected to reduce the case load of the Public Defender Agency, as it is assumed

the municipalities would continue to contract with this agency for such services.

Any such receipts would be deposited in the general fund.

IV. DATE March 5, 1979 PREPARED Y .1I7? e
AGENCY Ui lice jFTlio Governor

Original; Legislative Finance PIIONE

cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
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March 12, 1979

The Honorable Terry Gardiner
Speaker of the House

Alaska State Legis]ature /
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Under the authority of art. 11l sec. 18, of the Alaska
Constitution, | am transmitting a bill transferring to
municipalities the cost of providing defense counsel to
indigents charged with violation of municipal ordinances.

In the past, the cost of judicial services, including the
cost of defending indigent defendants, was borne by the
municipality which filed the charges against the person
under municipal ordinance. Because it was difficult, if
not impossible, for the court system to precisely
apportion the cost of judicial services, legislation was
passed in 1976 amending AS 22.15.270 to have the state
bear those costs. However, the transfer of responsibility
for providing defense counsel for indigents charged with
violations of municipal ordinances has imposed a
substantial burden on the Public Defender Agency. These
defense costs, unlike normal court operating costs, are
easily identifiable. This bill would transfer back to
the municipality bringing the charge against the indigent
the responsibility for paying those costs, and thus more
fairly allocate the costs to the user of the services.

Sxncerely,
s/ jjs js

Jay S. Hammond
Governor
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