


HOUSE
FURTHER: JUDICIARY

March 6, 1979 Date:  /

Mr. Speaker:

The Com mittee on CC.RA has had

"An Act relating to the requirements *or runoff elections in 
municipal elections."

jnder consideration and (a majorit y of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ ] do pass [ ] do net pass

[ ] do pass with attached a m e n d m e n t s (s )
[ ] same title

[ /■ ] replace with CS for V ; • \ i_________________________ [ j new title

and recommends

[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

[ ] reports it back without recommendation

[ ] referred to t h e __________________________________________ Committee
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WITNESSES TESTIFYING:

Ginney Chitwood, Municipal League
•Favors g iv in g  op t ion  o f  going with 40/1» m a jo r i ty .  Other 

b i l l s  would have repea led  40% requirement a l t o g e t h e r .  Whdt i s  407c 
how i s  i t  determined? This i s  addressed in HB 341. Low v o te r  
turnout i s  a key fea tu re  o f  the ru n o f f  e l e c t i o n s .  Therunoff  
r a r e ly  changes the outcome o f  the o r i g i n a l  e l e c t i o n .  There i s  
an overshadowing o f  s ta te  and fed era l  campaigning when a r u n o f f  
i s  being  held .  Anchorage would not be a f f e c t e d  by t h is  as t h e ir  
ch arter  requ ires  a r u n o f f .

Parker suggests  d e l e t in g  ( "u n less  Council  or  Assembly 
prov ides  otherwise  by or.dinance")

Branson thinks that the mayor should have to b e - e l e c t e d  
with the 40/o support .

Chitwood- Ind iv idua l  m u n i c ip a l i t i e s  cou ld  deal with th is  
p o in t .  I n i t i a t i v e  and referendum powers are p r o t e c t i o n ’ f o r  the 
p u b l i c  on th is  p o in t .

O 'Connell  sees a c e r t a in  threat to  the in t e g i t y  o f  an 
e l e c t i o n  which i s  based on the f a c t  that everyone had a chance 
to v o te  and the m a jo r i ty  e l e c t s .

I t  i s  dec ided  that the op t ion  i s  a ccep tab le  i f  the 
o p t -o u t  ordinance i s  r a t i f i e d  by the p u b l i c  through the ordinance
Process .Qg in corp ora t in g  th is  concept i s  passed out o f  committee.

COMMITTEE ACTION: qs p a s s e d  o u t  by  Cc t j im i t te e .
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Tabulation of Data from Election Survey 

Regular and Runoff Elections

Year

Cl)
Number of 

Municipalities 
which held 

Runo f f 
Elections

(2) 
Number ' 

of Seats 
in 

Runoff 
Election

(3) 
Number 

of Scats 
in which 

Runoff Changed 
Results

(4)

Number 
of those 
Voting in 

Reg. Elec.**

(5)

Number of 
those Voting 

in Runoff 
Elections

(6)

Voter 
Turnout 

Difference 
(4) - (5)

1972 4 5 0 35,580 16,070
19,510 (55%) 
less in runoff

1375 3 6 1 6,735 4,208
2,527 (33%) 

less in runoff

1974 4 5 1 10,951 4,546
6,405 (68.5%) 

less in runoff

1975 4 5 5JL 23,035 11,935
16,099 (57.4%) 
less in runoff

1976 5 8 1 31,307 13,919
17,388 (55.6%) 
less in runoff

■"Figures for only those municipalities having runoffs Municipalities Reporting:

Note: Runoff provision applies to 12 of 19 municipalities reporting Wasilla

Nome
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Anchorage Municipality 8 old Bore 
Soldotna
Kcnni Peninsula Borough 
Homer

i

EB

(7) (8)

SO. 2%

% of 
Registered 
Voting in

% of 
Registered 
Voting in 

Runoff Elec. Comments

41.6%

,S25 cost to 
icipalities for 

runoff**$4.50/person
v n f i n r  i n  n - . n n f f

Kodiak Valdez
Skagway ■ Juneau-City/Boro
Haines Cordova
Dillingham Sitka-City/Boro
Ketchikan Gateway Borough North Pole 
Wrangell Ketchikan-City
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