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SB  245 - B o a r d  o f  D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s

E x t e n d s  b o a r d  - J u n e  30, 1 9 8 0

H C S S B  245

S e c t i o n s  1 & 2 e x t e n d s  b o a r d  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1 98 1 
an d  th e n j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  l i c e n s i n g  of  d i s p e n s i n g  
o p t i c i a n s  is t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
an d E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .

S e c t i o n s  3 & 4 i n c l u d e s  w i t h i n  d u t i e s  of D e p a r t m e n t  
t h e  d u t y  ot p r o v i d i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  to the  
b o a r d s  for t h e  p u r p o s e  of a s s i s t i n g  t h o s e  b o a r d s  in 
m a t t e r s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e .

S e c t i o n s  5 - 1 7  p r o v i u e s  fo r n e c e s s a r y  s t a t u t e  
c h a n g e s  to e f f e c t  t r a n s f e r  o f  a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  b o a r d  
t o  D e p a r t m e n t .

5 -action 18 r e p e a l s  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c t i o n s  a m e n d e d  b y  
t n i s  bill.

S e c t i o n  19 is e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c l au se .

H C S S B  2 4 5 a m H

P a g e  5, l i n e s  7 t h r o u g h  12: d e l e t e s  a l l  m a t e r i a l .



POSITION OF ALASKA HEALTH COALITION RE: SUNSET FREE CONFERENCE

1. 4 y e a r  c o n t i n u a n c e  for m a j o r  b o a r d s :  J u n e  30, 1 9 8 3

m e d i c a l ,  d e n t a l ,  p h a r m a c y ,  n u r s i n g ,  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  o p t o m e t r y

2. y-£AX. c o n t i  n u a n c e  f o r  o t h e r  b o a r d s :  J u n e  30, 1 981

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n s, c h i r o p r a c t i c

3. No m o r e  t h a n  2 l a y  p e r s o n s  on e a c h  b o a r d .

4. D e l e t e  Sec. 8 of H C S  Sb 2 4 0  ( m e d i c a l  bo* '•d r e g a r d i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i i  n 

a n d  d e n i a l  o f  s e r v i c e s . )

5. D e l e t e  Sec. 2 0 5  f r o m  H C S  SB 2 4 6  or 

A m e n d  to rea d :
T h e  b o a r d  m a y  w a i v e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for an a p p l i c a n t  

w h o  m e e t s  the r p q u i r e m e n t s  o f  A S . 3 6 . 1 1 0 ,  pa y s  the r e q u i r e d  fee,

(and has an) h o l d s  an a c t i v e  l i c e n c e  f r o m  and has b e e n  in a c t i v e 
p r a c t i c e  for a~t l e a s t  30 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  a p e r i o d  of 5 y e a r s  

in a s t a t e  w i t h  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  at l e a s t  e q u a l  to t h i s 

s t a t e ' s  in s c o p e ,  q u a l i t y , a nd d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  w h o  has no j u d g e m e n t s  
or d i s c i p l i n e s  a c c e s s e d  a g a i n s t  s u c h  l i c e n c e  e i t h e r  by a n o t h e r  

~  s t a t e ,  p r o f e s s i o nal r e v f e w  b o a r d ,  or s t a t e d e n t a l b o a r d  a n o  w h o  
has not f a i T e d  the c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .
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N o v e m b e r  10, 197 8

S U M M A R Y  OF: A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of  the B o a r d  o f D i s p e n s i n g
O p t i c i a n s .

P U R P O S E  OF  T H E  R E V I E W

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the  i n t e n t  o f A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  2 4 . 2 0 . 2 7 1
(1) a n d 4 4 . o 6 . 050 (sun set  l e g i s l a t i o n ) ,  a r e v i e w  of th e 
B o a r d  o f  D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c a i n s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  L* r e v i e w  B o a r d  
a c t i v i t i e s  and  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if the B o a r d  has 
b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  in an e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t  an d e c o n o m i c a l  
marine’'. T h e m a j o r  a r e a s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  the B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  
and  its 1 c e n s i n g ,  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  
an d a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  f u n c t i o n s .

R E P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N

In o u r  o p i n i o n ,  the  B o a r d  ha s no t o p e r a t e d  in an e f f e c t i v e  
m a n n e r  a n d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  the B o a r d  an d  the l i c e n s i n g  of 
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  is not n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  the p u b ' i c ' s  
h e al th , s a f e t y  an d w e l f a r e .

H o w e v e r ,  if the L e g i s l a t u r e  d e e m s  that c o n t i n u i n g  the B o a r d  
of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s  a n d  th e l i c e n s i n g  of the p r o f e s s i o n  
is in the  p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  th en  se v e r a l  c h a n g e s  n e e d  
to be i m p l e m e n t e d  in o r d e r  for the B o a r d  to e f f e c t i v e l y  
s e r v e  th pu b l i c .

Th e  B o a r d  h a s  not  e n f o r c e d  the D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s  Law. It 
is the b o a r d ’s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to r e g u l a t o  the p r o f e s s i o n ,  
t h e r e b y  e n s u r i n g  that the  p u b l i c  is a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t e d .  
H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  of i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  s u p p o r t  by 
t h e D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  the B o a r d  ha s b e e n  
s o m e w h a t  h a m p e r o d  in e n f o r c i n g  th e law.

P r e s e n t l y  t h e r e  is a s h o r t a g e  of o p t i c i a n s  in se v e r a l  a r e a s  
of A l a s k a .  B o a r d  p o l i c i e s  a r e  no t  e n c o u r a g i n g  the e n t r y  of 
q u a l i f i e d  o p t i c i a n s  i n t o  A l a s k a .  Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  th e  B o a r d  has  
no r e c i p r o c i t y  or  e n d o r s e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  s ta tes . 
Al so , the B o a r d ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  is g i v e n  o n l y  o n c e  a year.

In a d d i t i o n ,  the B o a r d  h a s  g i v o n  a l m o s t  no g u i d a n c e  c o n c e r n­
ing l i c e n s e  v i o l a t i o n s .  T h e  p u b l i c  w o u l d  bo b e t t o r  p r o t e c t e d  
as wel l as tho p r o f e s s i o n ,  if r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  l i c e n s e  
v i o l a t i o n s  w o r e  b e t t o r  d e f i n e d .
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Th* 2d FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE r e p o r t  on SENATE B ILL  
NO. 14) ( c o n t i n u i n g  t h *  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h *  Board  o f  
D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n * , a f f e c t i v e  d a t e )  and  HOUSE COMMIT­
TEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE B ILL  NO. 24) amended Houe* 
( t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  e s l e t e n c *  o f  t h e  B o a iu  o f  D i i p e n t i n g  
O p t i c i a n *  on J a n u a r y  1. 1981 an d  r e a a a l g n l n g  I t *  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y *  t o  t h e  D epa r tm en t  o t  . .o o n e rc *  end  ” .on-  
om lc  D e v e lo p m en t ,  a f f e c t i v e  d a t e )  ( p e g s  1319 o f  t h e  
j o u r n a l )  w a s  b e f o r e  t h *  Houae-

H r .  A n d e r so n  moved t h a t  t h e  2d F r e e  U. f e r e n c *  Comm it tee  
r e p o r t  be  a d o p t e d ,  t h u s  a d o p t i n g  FCCSSB 243. and  a s k e d  
t h a t  t h e  member* v o t e  y a * .

Th* q u e s t i o n  b e i n g  " S h a l l  t h e  Houae a d op t  t h *  F r e e  
C o n fe r e n c e  C o e a l t t e *  r e p o r t T "  Th* r o l l  w*» t a k e n  w i t h  
t h *  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t .

FCCSSB 243
Yes* 22 A n d e r s o n .  R a r n s a .  B a i r n *

B u c h h o l d t .  C a rn e y .  C h a t t e r t o n ,  
D uncan . r . l l a * o n .  F u l l e r .  G uy . 
H a l f o r d .  H aye* . H u r l b e r t ,  M a lo n e .  
M a r t i n .  M i l l e r ,  M on tg om e ry .  Muneon . 
O e t e r b a c k ,  P a r k e r .  S m i t h ,  Z h e r o f f

*■* 12 B e t t l a w o r t h ,  B rown. G o t t e n .
F re em an . Car d i n e r .  McK innon , 
M e t c a l f * .  Moe* . F a r t ,  P h i l l i p s ,  
R a n d o lp h .  R oge r s

Hot
V o t i n g i  6 R r a n s o n ,  Haugen . Meek i n * .  HI l e e .

O 'C o n n e l l .  S c h a e f f e r

R e p r e s e n t * ! I v e  C o t t a n  ch a n g e d  h i *  v o t e  f rom  “ y e a "  t o  
"nay .**
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M e t c a l f *  c h a n t e d  h i e  v o t e  t rom  " y e s '  t a

ae •*n a y  *

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Freemen c h an ge d  h i *  v o t e  t r am  " y e s "  t o  
" n e y

And ao t h e  House a d o p t e d  t h e  2d Pte# C o n f e r e n c e  Com- 
m i t r e s  r e p o r t ,  t h u s  a d o p t i n g  PCCSAB J a )

"An A c t  r a l a t l n g  t o  t h a  c o n t i n u a ­
t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  b o a r d *  and  c o n ­
t i n u i n g  t h *  a a l s t a n c a  o f  t h e  Roard  
o f  D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n * ,  and  p r o ­
v i d i n g  f o r  an a f f a c t l v e  d a t a . "
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