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^ p t e n d s  b o a r d  - J u n e  30, 1

H C S S B  240

S e c t i o n  1 e x t e n d s  board until June 30, 1980.

S e c t i o n  2 c h a n g e j c o m p o s i t i o n  of the board: reduces
licen.-sed p h y s i c i a n s  from fi~e to four rnd increased from 
two to three the n u m b e r  of public m e m b e r s  on the board.

S e c t i o n s  3 and 7 p r o v i d e s  for stagger ed terms and allows 
that i n c u m b e n t  m e m b e r s  do not lose membership, but 
a p p o i n t m e n t s  a f t e r  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  m u s t  be c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  s t a g g e r e d  terms.

Se c t i o n  4 limits boar d m e m b e r s  to two c o n s e c u t i v e  
terms.

Se c t i o n  5 c r e a t e s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of the board to 
be e m p l o y e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  to p e r f o r m  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
du t i e s  and c a r r y  out r e g u l a t i o n s  and p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  
m a d e  by the board.

S e c t i o n  6 is "winding down" provision.

S e c t i o n  8 r e pe als a p p r o p r i a t e  se ctions a m ended by this 
bill.

Se c t i o n  9 is e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  clause.

HCSSB 24 OamH

A d d s  n e w  S e c t i o n  8 w h i c h  a m e n d s  AS 08.64.380(3) 
(Definitions) by a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  (I) which 
p r o s c r i b e s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a resid ent seeking 
n o n c l e c t i v e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  based on d e n i a l  of tr eatment 
be c a u s e  p a y m e n t  for services  is to be pr ovi d e d  through 
m e d i c a i d .

Adds n e w  S e c t i o n  9 w h i c h  amends AS 47.07.0 70 (Reimbursement 
for cost settled  providers) a d d i n g  a n e w  subsection (b) 
w h i c h  a l l o w s  p r o v i d e r s  to as sess an interest c harge on 
u n p a i d  m e d i c a l  bills.

A d d s  n e w  S e c t i o n  10 w h i c h  m a n d a t e s  the State M e d i cal Board 
to (1) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e s c r i b i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in 
w h i c h  p h y s i c i a n s  m a y  r e f u s e  service based on p a t i e n t ' s  
a b i l i t y  to r»y (2) submit r ep ort to Legisl a t u r e  exami ning 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  to c u r r e n t  sy stem to p r o v i d i n g  d e l i v e r y  
ser os for the p a y m e n t  of medicaid.

A d d s  n e w  S e c t i o n  11 d e f i n i n g  e s s e n t i a l  m e d ical  treatment. 

A d d s  n e w  S e c t i o n  13 rev ising e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  provision.



TO*. T ne Senate and House Chairman

FCC, SB 240 (Alaska State Medical Board)

FRO?': Jeff Landry, Lobbyist

Alaska State Medical Association

Ins Alaska S t t e  "edical Association endorses the Senate version of S3 2& j , 

continuing the existence of the State Medical 3oard for an additional four 
years. The House Committee Substitute would terminate the Board on June 30
mo.

Additionally, the State Medical Association opposes the House amendment to 

S3 2 ’0, wnich is in essence H3 228, "An Act relating to the provision of 
health care services", sponsored by Rep. Bill Parker.

Physicians in the State contend that i!B 223 is inconsistent with the intent 
of the Fedjral Medicaid statute, tne tone cf which is one of provider 
voluntariness.

The Federal Medicaid statute sets out governing provisions that are manda­

tory upon the State. The State has already deoarted from the intent of 
the federal statute.

Furthermore, The State of Alaska provider agreements depart from the concept 

of an agreement and are not reasonably leg»1 in form; the obligations of 
the state are not clearlv expressed and any obligations implied are made 
illusory b'* reference to rules and regulations,

H3 22P violates Section 10 of Article I of t US Constitution which pro­

hibits State impairment of contracts. This one-sided statutory mndif<ca- 

ticn imposes a penalty for breach of contract with the state that oocs far 
beyond what was contemplated when the providers entered into the aoreements.

H3 223 violates the 13th Anendment abolishing involuntary servitude.

l;3 2 ? p violates the 1st Amendment freedom of speech guarantees bv effectively 

preventing a provider from registering his pretest to government inefficiency 

by refusing to serve government subsidy patients.

Inc language of iU 223, such as on page 3, lines 21-22, " i m e d i a t e  pain and 

suffering", is sc ‘-precise as to render it unenforceable.

finally, despite these contractual inadeguacics, physicians in the State of 

Alas’* a continue to treat government subsidy patients. There does not exist 
a Medicaid crisis in Anchorage, as alleged by r. Jamie Love and hop. Pa.ker.



POI T I O N  O F  A ® U A  H E A L T H  C O A L I T I O N  RE: ® J S E T  FR E E  C O N F E R E N C E

1. 3_y.e.aj c o n t i n u a n c e  f o r  m a j o r  b o a r d s :  J u n e  30, 1 9 8 3

m e d i c a l  , d e n t a l ,  p h a r m a c y ,  n u r s i n g ,  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ,  c y t o m e t r y

2. 2 y e a r  c o n t i n u a n c e  f o r  o t h e r  b o a r d s :  J u n e  30, 1981

p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n s ,  c h i r o p r a c t i c

3. No m o r e  t h a n  2 lay p e r s o n s  on e a c h  b o a r d .

4. D e l e t e  Sec. 8 o f  H C S  Sb 2 4 0  ( m e d i c a l  b o a r d  r e g a r d i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
a n d  d e n i a l  r f  s e r v i c e s . )

5. D e l e t e  Sec. 2 0 5  f r o m  H C S  SB 2 4 6  or 

A m e n d  to r e a d :

T h e  b o a r d  m a y  w a i v e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  an a p p l i c a n t  

w h o  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S . 3 6 . 1 1 0 ,  p a y s  t h e  r e q u i r e d  fee,

( a n d  h a s  an) h o l d s  an a c t i v e  l i c e n c e  f r o m  and has b e e n  in a c t i v e 

p r a c t i c e  f o r  at l e a s t  30 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  f > r  a p e r i o d  of 5 y e a r s  

in a s t a t e  w ^ t h  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  at 1 e a s t  e q u a l  to t h i s  

s t a t e ' s  in s c o p e ,  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y a n d  w h o  has no j u d g e m e n t s  
o r  d i s c i p l i n e s a c c e s s e d  a g a i n s t  s u c h  l i c e  ice e i t h e r  by a n o t h e r  

-  s t a t e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e v i e w  b o a r d ,  or statt d e n t a l  b o a r d  a n d  w h o  
has n o t  f a i l e d  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h i s  s t a t e .



l l i  M m

MTS. HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

WEPT. OF HEALTH A AID SOCIAL SERVICES '
0FF1CF OF THE COMMISSIONER pouch h i t  - juneau m i;

Ap r i l  30, 1979

H o n o r a b l e  G l e n n  Hackney 
A l a s k a  S tate  Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear S e nator Hackney:

S e c t i o n  9 of SB 240 as a m e nded by the House wou ld requi re a 
one p e r c e n t  per m o n t h  interes t p a y m e n t  for all unpaid 
m e d i c a l  bills w h e r e  p a yment is d e l a y e d  more than 30 days 
after p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the bill. The Depar t m e n t  is curre n t l y  
p r o c e s s i n g  b ills on an a v e rage of 50 days from the date of 
r e c eipt of the invoice by the Department. A l t h o u g h  improvement 
is expected, the D e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  not expect a consi stent 
p r o c e s s i n g  time frame of less than 30 days to result unless 
new p o s i t i o n s  are e s t a b l i s h e d  or a comput e r i z e d  schedule of 
m a x i m u m  a l l o w a n c e  payment is a d o p ted by the Department.
Thus, w i t h  the p r e s e n t  w o r k l o a d  and p r e s e n t  staffing ir the 
c l a i m s  p a yment s e ction of the D i v ision of Public Assistance, 
almost all invoices w o u l d  require at least a 1% interest 
payment. Impl em e n t a t i o n  of this p r o v i s i o n  of SB 240 will 
re quire the Free Conferer.ce C o m m i t t e e  to consi der these 
alternati ves:

(1) A p p r o p r i a t i o n  of State G e ne ral Funds in the amount of 
1% of the FY 80 M e d i c a i d  and General  Relief Medical 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for P h y s i c i a n s’ services  from w hich the 
p e n a l t y  p a y m e n t  m a y  be made.

(2) A p p r o p r i a t i o n  of funds a d e q u a t e  to meet additional 
staffin g n eeds  to pay cl aims in a timely manner (the 
G o v e r n o r ' s  FY 80 Budget Request was for 3 new positions); 
or



Senator Hackney -2- Aprii 30, 1979

(3) L e g i s l a t i v e  intent, if funds are not a v a i l a b l e  for (1)

°r J 3 \ a b°Ye ' tbat the D e p a r t m e n t  i m p l eme nt a c o m p u t e r i z e d  
s c h edule of m a x i m u m  a l l o w a n c e s  w h i c h  will allow for 
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the time l i n e s s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of S e ction 
9 of SB 240.

Sincerely,

$ J L  P .

H e l e n  D. B eirn e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: Ron Lind



•.............   ■».. .OMt.lMMMMfKMI-UM.UmtHimmH.I) J'«miH •* t.ft.i......... .................

. ••••••••m i imuii11toooottcaa*

• •••••■•HatatavttttiitioaHMIIIIM

.tea . . *  »*t*tee*#•a*•*•**•t •••  ...........

   .

.....

Iiroui-ST Koua* CS f o r  SB 3«0 P a g *  1 C . 2
lv.1 Hrwiu .0 r. Ko M  *e * e c r t l n u i n S o a la ta n c o  e f  th *  S te t*  .n * d :c * l t c i r dT ' ■ong-a.ugi.iTnn. ~t*it -1 ■"■a T r . v  «>.*nnJ; I V 1.'!--- » r'» « _____________________________Kr«E*vltrd I Pan «/t TT

nSCAl DCT.ML
A{r.v.» AfT.rlcJ Conr ta rc *  and Ic o n o n ic  D eve lcpw en t
ri..,ri». Civ.rw) au-Ti..! But lie Prctoct:ori__
Hu.v.r IWqucal U...VV.J A U. t  v > u Hr c~ul I  1 c n * n 2 T i c e n 1

m  er Doiun)

r\ v > r y * 0 J .  r r e i n r « r v  ns r v  p ilC i_ _ .E U ltn v y .j_  a . i l v i r r e r  -c- S I . * 1 T T . I h T 7 .J ~ i i  : i  ■ r»  r r  ~1££_ TilAA'Ei . r . . 1.5 T * “ ~j : sJDC fHVT u • m - .> : -c* ) —Tfc.
to : rf>L'i!11«VT -P- 1 -C- - 0-

• Qm • C"
. • w10; I.AM I A > T H tT lL r l« • n- i . f ' i .D ---T J " T .  •TOO r t A V ' i  c  iT r . n . + T ? r — -t- -E- . -t-

1TCTa L
•0- « : . e u . i i t . i 7C.S 14.»

fL 'vnrsr. it>.oum««i «r rv»tun)

_________ ] -o- I o . e  t t i n  I **•» I I >«•<
Q fllLP  livw r.t.

z

I

• !*•*«* t f t * . .

IIIKIMv te*at».«

.■MalaBBtlMIMittlKIII tat

■ ••IM Il HltMlt ia l i  •••’    .
• •■. . ..•••.a.  aaOa. lt. .tea a IIl*' i !••••••

m i i m m i i m i i n  - i -  *t.«** . * .  traiaoeietoaeaitaetett a t ta in t*
   • ••••••••••••••••••■•••

 .........a .............    t* t .* # e**# e la .a t* .* l* tt» le** i-**»
H i r  —  r -tT —  •   . • - . * * . * ............. ..................................

. IMn'a.............      *et***t**«**t**t............... *••
 ...............  . I . I K t l ' l  t H i * .......... .................. ... . .  . . a . . . . . .  .U )  it alette*. .«•*•»#•••**»•••»»•

<.«* ,• • l a i m i M i m i m h i

l i t L t o
1: V iT ' “ MM U .

III ANALYSIS ( i f f  f a ta l  Hen h t r o t i i o r  Inairvrweni. S tru c t III)
Be r a c n n e l  t i r v . c t i  r e q u i r e d  f e r  t l . i l  i t l  wou l d be on* P- l l  p e t i t i o n  
f o r  a i l  • t a i M t l r i U v a  i u t m  and on* C l a r a  T y p t a t  J!S p e t i t i o n  t o  
p r o v i d e  c l e r i c a l  awpp ex t .  Th* p r a i a n t  c l e r i e a l  e t a f f i n q  i n  the  
June au  o f f i c e  can n e t  aup p l y  t n e  naeded a a a l a t a n c e .  Th* C l e r k  
T y p i e t  wou ld  n e t t  l l i a l y  he u t ed  I M I I  f o r  aup po r t  t e  t n t  t a o c u t i v e  
O f f i c e r .  T ne  k a l e n e *  c f  t i n *  wou l d  P« u t e d  a t  auppor t  t c  o t h e r  
d i v l t i o n  ne a da .  Th* 0*11 p e t i t i o n  wou l d Pa r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  *11 
b e a r d  n e a t i n q a  e t  t h r e e  d e y i  t a c h  end a t t e n d  on* out  o f  e t e t e  
a i e t i e n a i  e r q a n u a t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e  f o r  I d e y t  par y e a r .  Tne p e a l t i o n a  
wou l d ho howaed i n  Jun eau .  t q u i p a e n t  naada would  f l y  p* r e q u i r e d  
i n  PT I O .  t h e r t e q *  o f  t p a c a  e v a i l a n l i t y  i n  t he  e a i t t i n q  Juneau c f f i c a  
wou l d r e q u i r e  t he  r t n t l n q  o f  an a d d i t i o n a l  *0 t  equat e  f e a t  f o r  t h e t e

r  —
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P a r s o n n e l  S e r v i c e s

12 m o n t h s ,  p a r t i a l l y  e x e m p t ,  R an g e It 
B e n e f i t !  - r.’CA • 5 1 S B 8 . H e c l t h  - S 17 1 6

12 m o n t h s ,  C l e r k  T y p i s t  111, Ra ng e  t 
B e n e f i t s  • $1S5S , T 1 C A  * S I S tt ,  H e a l t h  * J 1 7 1 *

T r a v e l
r i c l d / A d m l n i s t r a t i v e  T r a v e l  
7 h o a r d  m e e t i n g s  (2 T a i r b a n k a ,  2 A n c h o r a g e ,  

- 2 J u n e a u ,  1 K et c h i k a n )  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
P e r  D i e m

1 O u t - o f - S t a t e  T r a v e l  T r a n a p o r t a t l o i  
P e r  D i e m

e q u i p m e n t  (DT tO Onl y)
2 Si de C h a i r s $ 152
1 Desk 270
1 t ae c . C h a i r 121
1 C r e d e n r a 2 tS
2 file c a b i n e t s 144

1 boo k s h e l f 17

1 d e s k - C l e r k 270
1 T y p e w r i t e r  ta ble (2
1 fi le c a b i n e t 172
1 C h a i r  - C l e r k H
1 T y p e w r i t e r 704

t e n d  a nd  S t r u c t u r e s
S p e c s  t o r  S an g e  11 a nd (
r e q u i r e  400 s qua r e feet

$ 2 2 , 7 1 0

11,15$
n r n r

$ t 4 i  
l«f
ISO
200

rTTTTT

$ 2. 777

$ 4 ,0 1 0
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TH E  L E G IS L A T IV E
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FOUCH W f- S W l ClFllOl 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

N o v e m b e r  5, 1978

S U M M A R Y  OF: A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of the A l a s k a  State
M e dical Board.

P U R P O S E  OF THE R EVIEW

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the intent  of A l a s k a  S t a tutes 24.20. 
271(1), and 44 .66.050 (sunset legislati on), a review of the 
S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B oard  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to r eview  Board a c t i v i t i e s  
and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if the Board has been 
o p e r a t i n g  in an effective, e f f i c i e n t  and e c o n o m i c a l  manner. 
The m a j o r  areas r e v iewed w e r e  the B o ar d's o p e r a t i o n s  and its 
l icen sing, examination, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  and a f f i r m  
a t i v e  a c t i o n  functions.

RE P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N

In o u r  opinion, the St ate M e d i c a l  Board should be r e e s t a b­
lished w i t h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  to our r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  that 
the B o a r d  be r e o r g a n i z e d  to p r o v i d e  a g r eate r p u blic a w a r e n e s s  
on the Board.

The p r a c t i c e s  of medicine, o s t e o p a t h y ,  and a c u p u n c t u r e  by 
p h y s i c i a n s ,  o s teopaths,  parame d i c s ,  podia trists, c h i r o p o d i s t s ,  
and p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s  is r e g u l a t e d  by the A la ska State 
M e d i c a l  Board. In addition, the Medical Board jointly 
r e g u l a t e s  the p r a c t i c e  of m e d i c i n e  by a d v a n c e d  nurse p r a c t i­
tio n e r s  w i t h  the Board of Nursing. B e c a u s e  these o c c u p a t i o n s  
a f f e c t  the p u b l i c  health, s afety and welfare, in our o p i n i o n  
they s h o u l d  be s u bje ct to r e g u l a t i o n s  and controls. E s t a b­
li s h i n g  m i n i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  and e x p e i i e n c o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
p r o v i d e s  the public a r e a s o n a b l e  a s s u r a n c e  person s licensed 
are q u a l i f i e d .  add ition, an ac tive i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of
c o m p l a i n t s  from ttu. p u b l i c  and o t h e r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a s s u r e s  
the p u b l i c  that those l i c e n s e d  c o n t i n u e  to p r a c t i c e  in a 
c o m p e t e n t  manner.



In o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  n e e d e d  for the p r o t e c t i o n  
of  t h e  p u b l i c .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  the M e d i c a l  B o a r d  
h a s  o f f e c t i v e l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s .  W e a r e  m a k i n g  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  in o r d e r  for the 
S t a t e  M e d i c a l  -.oard to e f f e c t i v e l y  s e r v e  the A l a s k a  p u b l i c .

W e  r e c o m m e n d  a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  to p r e v e n t  o n e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
g r o u p  f r o m  a c t i n g  to t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f a n o t h e r  a n d  to p r o v i d e  
a g r e a t e r  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  is c o n s i d e r e d .

W e  h a v e  r e c o m m e n d e d  the  B o a r d  a c t  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r  to p a s s  
r e g u l a t i o n s  n e e d e d  to p r o t e c t  the  p u b l i c .  T h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  
t h e  m i d - r a n g e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  
h a n d l e d .  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  p a s s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  s c o p e  o f  p r a c t i c e  of  th e  m i d - r a n g e  
h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r .  It ha s  b e e n  fo ur  y e a r s  s i n c e  the  
b o a r d  w a s  o r g i n a l l y  m a n d a t e d  to  p a s s  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

W e  h a v e  r e c o m m e n u e d  t h a t  c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s  t e  e x a m i n e d  o n 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  m e r i t .  P r e s e n t l y ,  c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s  ar e 
e i t h e r  n o t  e x a m i n e d  or a r e  r e f e r r e d  to th e A l a s k a  S t a t e  
M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  g r i e v a n c e  c o m m i t t e e s .

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  e f f e c t i v e l y  p o l i c e d  th e p r o f e s s i o n .  A 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  p r o b l e m  is b e c a u s e  the D i v i s i o n  
o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) h a s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  the r e q u i r e d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  for th e B o a r d .  H o w e v e r ,  the B o a r d  h a s  p o w e r s  
d e f i n e d  u n d e r  th e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  w h i c h  c o u l d  
be  u s e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  c a s e s  or  w h e n  s e v e r e  
p u b l i c  h a r m  c o u l d  o c c u r .

W e  h a v e  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d e d  p o s s i b l e  s t a t u t o r y  a m e n d m e n t s  in 
a r e a s  w h e r e  s u c h  c h a n g e s  i n c r e a s e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of the 
B oa r d .
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