


March 1, 1977

C O M M ITTEE REPORT 

SEN A TE

/
D a t e

 ---------------------------
Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

T he C o m m i t t e e  on veT.>arcc_____________________________  has h a d  ____________________
(regulation or sneLitish pots) 

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the C o m m i t t e e

o  r e c o m m e n d s  it do pass 

/ ~ 7  r e c o m m e n d s  it do n o t  p a s s

/ / r e c o m m e n d s  it do pa s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

/ / r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  CS for .' r 1 / _________  a n d  that

CS f o r ________________________  do p a s s

/ / (and) r e c o m m e n d s  it be r e f e r r e d  to the ______________________________________

c o m m i t t e e

/_/ r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

/ / A N D  a t t a c h e s  a r e p o r t  o f  its i n t e n t

/ _ /  ( o t h e r ) __________________________________________________________________________________

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  REPORT:

n
- r

/  J UJ*"’ . .

________________________

M E M B E R S  N O T  C O N C U R R I N G  IN T H E  M A J O R I T Y  R E P ORT:

_______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :  ___________________________

_______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s : ___________________________

_______________________________  r e c o m m e n d s :  ___________________________

'IK.
C h a i r m a n



OFFERED IN THE H O U S E :  By: T e r r y  G a r d i n e r

T o :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ H O U S E  B I L L  N o .  h b  444

S E N A T E  B I L L  N o .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Pa g e : ____________________  L i n e : __________________

P a g e  1, L i n e  10

I n s e r t  " ( a ) "  b e f o r e  the w o r d  " R e p o r t s "

P a g e  1, L i n e  29

A d d  a s u b s e c t i o n  " ( b ) "  as f o l l o w s :

>
(b) I n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  tfe i-s . se c -ti-o n  m a y  b e  r e l e a s e d  to q u a l i f i e d  
a p p l i c a n t s  d e f i n e d  in s e c t i o n  (a) for v a l i d  s t a t i s t i c a l  or o t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n - g a t h e r i n g  p u r p o s e s  if

(1) a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  the p e r s o n  to w h o m  
t h e  r e c o r d  p e r t a i n s  is d e l e t e d ;  and

(2) d i s c l o s u r e  is m a d e  in a m a n n e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o t  c o m p r o m i s e  
o r  d e f e a t  the p u r p o s e s  o f  a n y  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n  d e s i g n e d  to 
m a i n t a i n  the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n .



IO' ■ R.D. Stevenson 

Special Assistant 

Department of Revenue
DATE i

March 9, 1977

FR O M :
R. H. Pilcher, Manager 

Juneau Field Office 

Department of Revenue

SUBJECT :
SB 196 Regulation of Shellfish Pots

Passage of SB 196 will require positive identification of shellfish pots 

(and buoys) by means of individually numbered registration tags designating 

year of issuance which are to be issued with each license and permanently 

affixed to each pot.

It is believed the tag would have to be of a compost ion that would with­

stand rough handling and exposure to the elements, including long periods 

of submersion in salt water. The information required on the tag, Indiviually 

numbered designating year of issuance, will necessitate a tag at least 3/A 

inch by 2 1/2 inches in size, if not larger. A reliable manufacturer estimates 

that such a tag could be produced in .032 gauge stainless steel with stamped 

in eight digit numbers and with drilled holes at each end, for approximately 
$.20 cents each.

In 1976, 989 shellfish pot licenses were sold. Pot limits run from AO to 

900 pots that can be legally fished, but the average in 1976 was approximately 
200 pots per license. Therefore, approximately 200,000 tags would have to be 

produced at a cost of approximately $A0,000.00. Shipping, postage and other 

handling charges would amount to approximately $20,000.00. Therefore, it 

is believed that registration tags could be issued for a fee of $1.00 per tag.

SB 196 requires registration tags and buoys to conform to regulations, other 

specifications arid requirements considered appropriate by the Board of Fisheries, 

and be issued under procedures considered appropriate by the Department of 

Revenue. If these regulations, specifications, requirements and procedures 
result in a tag different from that proposed above, the fee per tag may have 
to be adjusted.

There is no effective date on the bill. An effective date of January 1, 1978
is required to allow time to design, order, manufacture and ship the tags.



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

A N A L Y S I S  OF M A J O R  C H A N G E S  B E T W E E N  SB 196 A N D  C SSB 196 
BY JOHN FARLEIGH, A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  ASSISTANT, S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S

SB 196

R e q u i r e s  tags for all s h e l l f i s h  pots.

Tags are issued by Dept, of R e v e n u e  
v;ith e a c h  s h e l l f i s h  pot license.

(a)

(b)

Re q ui res the tags to be a t t a c h e d  d i r e c t l y  
to the pot (the pot w o u l d  h a v e  to be p u l l e d  
to be c h e c k e d  for the p r o p e r  t a g ) .

A l l o w s  the Dept, of R e v e n u e  to set the fees 
in an a p p r o p r i a t e  manner.

R e q u i r e s  all s h e l l f i s h  p o t s  to be c o n n e c t e d  
to a "sea lion" buoy.

(c)

(d)

(e)

In a d d i t i o n  to these changes CSSB 196 also includes:

CSSB 196

R e q u i r e s  tags o n l y  for k i n g  crab pots 
in areas w i t h  p o t  limits.

Tags are i s s u e d  by Dept, of F i s h  & Game  
at the time the f i s h e r m a n  n o t i f i e s  the 
Dept, of his intent to f i s h  in an area 
w i t h  a p ot limit. (He m u s t  n o t i f y  the Dept, 
b y  A u g u s t  1)

Re q u i r e s  the tags to be a t t a c h e d  to the pot 
a n d / o r  b u o y  at the B o a r d  of Fisheries' 
discretion.

R e q u i r e s  the Dept, of F i s h  &  Game to charge 
the f i s h e r m a n  for the cost of the tags i n­
clu d i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  costs.

R e q u i r e s  o n l y  k i n g  crab pots to be c o n n e c t e d  
to a "sea lion" b u o y  (license r e v o c a t i o n  
c lause does n o t  a p p l y  to this r e q u i r e m e n t ) .

(f) A p r o v i s i o n  to m a k e  tags n o n t r a n s f e r a b l e  u nless the gear l i cense is trans f e r r e d  u n d e r  
e m e r g e n c y  provisions. (A.S. 16.05.670)

(g) A  p r o h i b i t i o n  again st u n a u t h o r i z e d  sale, reprod uction, exchange, or use of tags.

(h) A  d e f i n i t i o n  of " r e g i s t r a t i o n  tags" that allows the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  to r e q u i r e  any
d e vic e or m e t h o d  d e t e r m i n e d  to be appropriate.

(i) A req uir e m e n t  that the court, in a d d i t i o n  to any oth er p e n a l t y  i m posed by law, revoke the
s h e l l f i s h  pot license of a p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of fraud or m i s u s e  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  tags for a
pe r i o d  of one to five years.



TENTH LEGISLATURE 

FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution N o._________________________ SB 196_______________________________________
T it le______________ An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  S h e l l f i s h  P o t3
Requested b v P o la n d  Date 3 A / 7 7

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency A f fe c te d ___________________________ D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Revenue____________________________
Program Category Affected N a t u r a l  R e s o u rc e s  Management & E n v i ro n m e n ta l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected____________ F i s h  & Game L i c e n s i n g ____________________________

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 77 FY 78 FY 79 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TR A V EL
300 CONTRACTUAL 9 0 .8 9 0 .8 9 0 .8 90.8 9 0 .8
400 COMMODITIES
500 F.OUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700  GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dollars)

G EN ER A L FUND 6 0 .8 6 0 .8 6 0 .8 60.8 6 0 .8
FED ERA L FUNDS
OTHER (Specify )

P ro g ra m  R e c e i p t s 30.0 3 0 .0 3 0 .0 30.0 30.0

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEM PORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

SEE ATTACHED MEMORANDUM

300 CONTRACTUAL
2 0 0 .0 0 0  S h e l l f i s h  R e g i s t r a t i o n  T ags $ 1*0,000
P o s t a g e ,  s h i p p i n g  & h a n d l i n g  2 0 ,0 0 0
2 . 0 0 0  F o u r - p a r t  fo rm s f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  i s s u a n c e  75>0
V?% V endor f e e s  3 0 ,0 0 0

IV. DATE 3/9/77________________PREPARED B Y _______ ?.*_if.*.. P1?f!?er
A G E N C Y ______________ De p a r tm e n t  o f  R e^gnae .

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE  5 6 6 - l f l? 0
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

3 3 -0 0 1  (Rev. 10/76)



H ^ D .  Stevenson 

Special Assistant 

Department of Revenue
date . March 9, 1977

FR O M : R. H. Pilcher, Manager s u b je c t : Regulation of Shellfish Pots

Juneau Field Office 

Department of Revenue

Passage of SB 196 will require positive identification of shellfish pots 
(and buoys) by means of individually numbered registration tags designating 
year of issuance which are to be issued with each license and permanently 

affixed to each pot.

It is believed the tag would have to be of a compostion that would with­

stand rough handling and exposure to the elements, including long periods 

of submersion In salt water. The information required on the tag, Indiviually 
numbered designating year of issuance, will necessitate a tag at least 3 A  

inch by 2 1/2 inches in size, if not larger. A reliable manufacturer estimates 

that such a tag could be produced in .032 gauge stainless steel with stamped 

in eight digit numbers and with drilled holes at each end, for approximately 
$.20 ecnts each.

In 1976, 989 shellfish pot licenses were sold. Pot limits run from 40 to 
900 pots that can be legally fished, but the average in 1976 was approximately 
200 pots per license. Therefore, approximately 200,000 tags would have to be 
produced at a cost of approximately $^0,000.00. Shipping, postage and other 

handling charges would amount to approximately $20,000.00. Therefore, it 
is believed that registration tags could be issued for a fee of $1.00 per tag.

SB 196 requires registration tags and buoys to conform to regulations, other 
specifications and requirements considered appropriate by the Board of Fisheries, 

and be issued under procedures considered appropriate by the Department of 
Revenue. If these regulations, 'oecifications, requirements and procedures 
result in a tag different from that proposed above, the fee per tag may have 
to be adjusted.

There is no effective date on the bill. An effective date of January 1, 1978
is required to allow time to design, order, manufacture and ship the tags.



TH E LEGISLATURE O F TH E STATE OF ALASKA 
TEN TH  LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

CS for S ENATE B I L L  196
R E Q U E ST
Bill/Resolution N o .______________________________________________
Title  Regulation, of S h e l l f i s h  Pots fi Buoys Used In Taking Kina r.mh 
R equested  by P O L A N D _____________________________________________________p ate 4/13/77

II.' F ISCA L D ETA IL
Agency Affected  D e p a r tm e n t  of Fish and Game_________
Program Category A ffec ted NRMSC_______________________ _

Budget Request Unit(s) Affected C o m m ercial Fisheries

EX PEN D ITU RES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY  77 FY 78 FY 79 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82
10Q PER SO N A L SERVICES 0 12.7 12.7 12.7 12. / 12.7

200 T R A V E L 0 . . 0 o 0 n o
3QQ CO N TR A C TU A L 0 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.3

400 COMMODITIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
500 F.OUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 n

700 G R A N TS. CLAIMS. ETC.. 0 0 0 0 0 0
»

T O T A L 0 2 0 .0 2 0 .0 2 0 .0 2.0.0 2 0 .0

FU N D IN G  (Thousands o f  Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUND 0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
FE D E R A L  FUNDS 0 0 0 0 . <> . 0
O T H E R  (Specify) 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS 

F U L L  TIM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
PA R T TIM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
T E M PO R A R Y 0 12.7 12.7 .12.7 12.7 12.7

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 

S e e  attached.

G E R E R A L  F U N D S  T O  B E  O F F S E T  B Y  P R O G R A M  R E C E I P T S .

IV. D A T E _ i ^ Z l

Driginal: Legislative Finance 
;c: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

PREPARED BY Glau-^ l e £ /
AGENCY C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s

PHONE _ 4 6 5 - 4 2 1 0



H O U S E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

A l v i n  O s t e r b a c k ,  C h a i r m a n  P o u c h  V, S t a t e  C a p i t o l

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 1 5

M E M O R A N D U M  19 A p r i l  1977

RE: H B  444 C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of F i s h e r y  R e ports

TO: H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  M e mbers

Pl e a s e  n o t e  the a t t a c h e d  C o m m i t t e e  Substitute. Perhaps  this 

w i l l  c l e a r  up some of the p r o b l e m s  that the C o m m ittee had 

w i t h  the bill.



The Board recognizes the socio-economic advantages o f  pot l im i t s  in 
ce r ta in  areas and urges the Protect ion D iv is ion to enfo rce i t  to the best 
o f  i t s  a b i l i t i e s .

Furthermore, Mr. Harder's proposal may be app l icab le  on some king crab 
f i s h e r i e s  o f  the s ta te while in other major production areas new r e f i n e ­
ments may be necessary to implement i t  on a reasonable cost-benefit-rtHfefor 6^.***- 
The Alaska Board o f  F isher ies urges the l e g i s l a t u r e  to exp lore the 
p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  funding a comprehensive program that would incorporate 
a r e a l i s t i c  and enforceab le approach to th is  pot l im i t  problem.



Sec. 1 6 . 0 5 . 8 1 5 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L  N A T U R E  O F  C E R T A I N  R E C O R D S .

(a) R e p o r t s  r e q u i r e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of  the d e p a r t m e n t  c o n c e r n­

in g  t h e  l a n d i n g  o f  fish, s h e l l f i s h ,  o r  f i s h e r y  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  a n n u a l  

s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t s  o f  b u y e r s  a n d  p r o c e s s o r s  r e q u i r e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  

of  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  i n s o f a r  as t h e y  a r e  in t h e  f o r m  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e c o r d s ,  a r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  T h e y  m a y  b e  r e l e a s e d  to the L e p a r t m e n t  

o f  R e v e n u e ,  the D i v i s i o n  o f  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  Pr -tection, a n d  the 

C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n  to a s s i s t  t h e m  in

c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n o t  r e l e a s e  a r e p o r t  if he  d e t e r m i n s  t h a t  to do 

so w o u l d  a b u s e  t h e  i n t e n t  of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  h e  m a y  l i m i t  o r  

c o n d i t i o n  a n y  r e l e a s e  to i '.sure t h a t  p r o p e r  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  is 

m a i n t a i n e d .  C o n f i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t s  h e l d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  or  

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  by the a g e n c i e s  or  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

m e n t i o n e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  m a y  n o t  b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d  o r  d i s t r i b u t e d  

i n  t h e  f o r m  of i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o r d s  to a n y  o t h e r  a g e n c y ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

o r  i n d i v i d u a l  u n l e s s  r e q u i r e d  by a c o u r t  order.

(b) R e p o r t s  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  (a) m a y  b e  r e l e a s e d  to the N o r t h  

P a c i f i c  F i s h e r i e s  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ,  

a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m e r c e  & E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  for v a l i d  

s t a t i s t i c a l  o r  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n - g a t h e r i n g  p u r p o s e s  if

(1) a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  the p e r s o n  to

w h o m  t h e  r e c o r d  p e r t a i n s  is d e l e t e d ;  and

(2) d i s c l o s u r e  is m a d e  in a m a n n e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  not c o m­

p r o m i s e  or  d e f e a t  the p u r p o s e s  of any s t a t u t o r y  p r o­

v i s i o n  d e s i g n e d  to m a i n t a i n  the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of 

c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n .



STATE 
o f ALASKA

,0' T r .D. Stevenson 

Special Assistant 

Department of Revenue

March 9 ,  1977DATE

FROM: R. H. Pilcher, Manager 

Juneau Field Office 

Department of Revenue

SUBJECT:
SB 196 Regulation of Shellfish Pots

Passage of SB 196 will require positive identification of shellfish pots 

(and buoys) by means of individually numbered registration tags designating 
year of issuance which are to be issued with each license and permanently 

affixed to each pot.

It is believed the tag would have to be of a compostion that would w i t h­

stand rough handling and exposure to the elements, including long periods 

of submersion in salt water. The information required on the tag, Indiviually 

numbered designating year of issuance, will necessitate a tag at least 3 A  

inch by 2 1/2 inches in size, if not larger. A reliable manufacturer estimates 

that such a tag could be produced in .032 gauge stainless steel with stamped 

in eight digit numbers and with drilled holes at each f'nd for approximately 
$.20 cents each.

In 1976, 989 shellfish pot licenses were sold. Pot limits run from 0 to 
900 pots that can be legally fished, but the average in 1976 was approximately 
200 pots per license. Therefore, approximately 200,000 tags would have to be 

produced at a cost of approximately $1)0,000.00. Shipping, postage and other 

handling charges would amount to approximately $20,000.00. Therefore, it 

is believed that registration tags could be issued for a fee of $1.00 per tag.

SB 196 requires registration tags and buoys to conform to regulations, other 
specifications and requiraments considered appropriate by the Board of Fisheries, 

and be issued under procedures considered appropriate by the Department of 

Revenue. If these regulations, specifications, requirements and procedures 

result in a tag different from that proposed above, the fee per tag may have 
to be adjusted.

There is no effective date on the bill. An effective date of January 1, 1978
is required to allow time to design, order, manufacture and ship the tags.



II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected_______________________ Department of Revenue________________________
Program Category Affected Natural Resources Management <fEnvironmental Conservation 
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected__________ Fish & Game Licensing________________________

EX PEND ITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY 77 FY 78 FY 79 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TR A V E L
3 0 0  CONTRACTUAL 90.8 90.8 90.8 90.8 90.8
400 COMMODITIES
500 EOIIIPM ENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
.700 GRAN TS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL

FU NDING (Thousands o f  Doliars)

G E N ER A L FU N D  .......... 60.8 60.8 60.8 60.8 60.8
FE D E R A L  FUNDS
OTUEK (Specify)

P ro g ra m  R e c e i p t s 30.0 30.0 3 0 . 0 3 0 .0 30.0

POSITIONS

FU LL TIME
PART TIME
TEM PO RA RY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 

SEE ATTACHED tlEMOKAKD’JT-l

3 0 0  CONTRACTUAL
2 0 0 .0 0 0  S h e l l f i s h  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Tags 
P o s t a g e ,  s h i p p i n g  & h a n d l i n g
2 . 0 0 0  F o u r - p a r t  fo rm 3 f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  i s s u a n c e  
V?% V endo r  f e e s

IV. DATE: 3 / 9 / 7 7 _______________ PREPARED BY
A G E N C Y _____

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE _______
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislato r N am ed)

R. H, P i l c h e r

D e p a r t m ent o f  R evenue 
586 -1  870

$ U0,000 
20,000 

750 
30,000

33 001 (Rev. 10/76)



DRAFT RESOLUTION

The Board recocnizes the socio-economic advantages o f  pot l im i t s  in 
ce r ta in  areas and urges the P ro tec t ion  D iv is ion  to enfo rce i t  to the best 
o f  i t s  a b i l i t i e s .

i

Furthermore, Mr. Harder'S proposal may be app l icab le  on some king crab 
f i s h e r i e s  o f  the s ta te  while in o the r  major production areas new r e f i n e ­
ments may be necessary to' implement i t  on a reasonable c o s t - b e n e f i t - ra-fci&r  1+^+- 

The Alaska Board o f  F isher ies  urges the l e g i s l a t u r e  to exp lo re  the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  funding a comprehensive program tha t  would inco rpora te 
a r e a l i s t i c  and enfo rceab le approach to th is  pot l im i t  problem.



M y  n a m e  is O l e  H a r d e r ,  I ' m  a c r a b  f i s h e r m a n  f r o m  K o d i a k .  I 

s t a r t e d  f i s h i n g  in  K o d i a k  in 1948, a n d  e x c e p t  for a f e w  y e a r s  

I ' v e  f i s h e d  t h e r e  e v e r  since. I ' d  like to e x p r e s s  m y s e l f  o n  t h e  

K i n g  C r a b  p o t  l i m i t  to t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  

S e n a t e .  I ' d  l i k e  to s t a r t  o u t  w i t h  a l i t t l e  b a c k g r o u n d  o n  the 

p o t  l i m i t .  W e  s t a r t e d  w i t h  30 p o t s  in K o d i a k ,  t h e n  w e n t  to  60 

p o t s ,  a n d  t h e n  to 75. K o d i a k  f i s h e r m e n  s i g n e d  a p e t i t i o n  to  

b r i n g  it b a c k  to 60 a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  ago, a n d  e v e r y o n e  s i g n e d  i t  

w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a few b o a t s .  S o m e h o w  t h e  p e t i t i o n  w a s  l o s t  

at t h e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  in  Seward. S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  w e  h a v e  h a d  a 

75 p o t  limit, a n d  up u n t i l  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o  w e  h a d n ' t  h a d  

m a j o r  p r o b l e m s .  S o m e w h e r e ,  a n d  s o m e h o w  the c h i s e l i n g  h a s  g o t t e n  

w o r s e .  I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  guys a r e  f i s h i n g  as h i g h  as 250 p o t s  i n  

K o d i a k  now, w h i l e  f i s h e r m e n  w h o  a b i d e  b y  the l i m i t  a n d  fi s h  75 

p o t s  c o u l d  b e  p e n a l i z e d  for $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  o r  b e t t e r  in g r o s s  s t o c k  

b e c a u s e  h e  is l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  law. N o w  w e  h a v e  to f i n d  an 

a n s w e r  t o  th i s  p r o b l e m .  O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  can do is t h r o w  t h e  

p o t  l i m i t  out. If w e  do  t h a t  l e t ' s  see h o w  th a t  m i g h t  a f f e c t

K o d i a k .  W e  h a v e  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a r o u n d  t e n  o r  e l e v e n  t h o u s a n d

p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  fis h i n g .  W i t h o u t  f i s h i n g  

t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o t h i n g ,  e x c e p t  a l i t t l e  l o g g i n g .  I c a n  p r e d i c t  

w h a t  m i g h t  h a p p e n  w i t h o u t  the p o t  limit. I u n d e r s t a n d  w e  h a v e  a 

q u o t a  o f  a r o u n d  12 o r  13 m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  o f  7 inch c r a b  this

s e a s o n .  If a h u n d r e d  b o a t s  f i s h e d  w i t h  200 pots, 50 w i t h  150,

a n d  50 w i t h  75 p ots. If my  a r i t h m e t i c  is right, it w o u l d  c o m e  to 

a r o u n d  3 1 , 2 5 0  pots. If in t h r e e  da y s  w e  c a m e  up w i t h  a t h o u s a n d

p o u n d s  p e r  p o t  (which, b y  the way, is a v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  c a t c h  a t

a r c u n d  120 c r a b  p e r  p o t  in t h r e e  days) w e  w o u l d  t h e n  b e  t a l k i n g

a r o u n d  3 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s .  W h i l e  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  h i g h ,  b e l i e v e



y o u  me, i n  n o t  t o o  m a n y  y e a r s  y o u  m i g h t  s e e  to  t h r o w  t h e  p o t  

l i m i t  out. W h a t  t h i s  w i l l  d o  t o  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y  I ' m  s u r e  I 

d o n ' t  h a v e  to t e l l  you. E v e n  if I c u t  m y  f i g u r e s  in  h a l f ,  o r  

e v e n  i n  t h i r d s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  d i s a s t r o u s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e  i f  t h e  

B e r i n g  S e a  a n d  D u t c h  H a r b o r  o p e n s  o n  S e p t e m b e r  15, a n d  w e  o p e n  

o n  S e p t e m b e r  1, w e  m i g h t  b e  s e a i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  e n d  to 

t h e  l o c a l  f i s h e r m e n  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  s m a l l e r  b o a t s .  W e  

a l s o  h a v e  to c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e s o u r c e .  If f i s h i n g  is b e t t e r  t h a n  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  w e  c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  

c a t c h  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  h a r v e s t  w h i c h  w o u l d ,  o f  cour s e ,  

b e  d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  p o t  l i m i t  is n o t  a n y  d i f f e r­

e n t  i n  m y  o p i n i o n  t h a n  the s i z e  o f  t h e  s e i n e  o r  gil] n e t  in 

t h i s  s t a t e .  If w e  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  the s i z e  o f  t h e  s e i n e s  a n d  

g i l l  n e t s  a n d  so forth, w e  w i l l  a l s o  s e e  a d r a s t i c  c h a n g e  in 

t h e  g e a r i n g  o f  t h e  b o a t s .  M o s t  e v e r y b o d y  w h o  w a n t s  to s t a y  in 

b u s i n e s s  w i l l  h a v e  to b u y  a b i g g e r  b o a t  in o r d e r  to  c o m p e t e  w i t h  

t h e  b i g g e r  s e i n e s  a n d  b i g g e r  g i l l  n e t s  a n d  so  on. N o w  I' v e  

h e a r d  t h e  a r g u m e n t  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  as a m a t t e r  o f  fact, th a t  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e  w a n t s  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  it. 

W e l l ,  I t a l k e d  to Mr. C h i n g h a m  w h o  is o n  the C o u n c i l  a n d  h e  

r e a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  if t h e  C o u n c i l  w o u l d  i m p l e m e n t  w h a t e v e r  the 

S t a t e  d o e s  a n d  it  w i l l  st i c k .  A n d  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  

t h e  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. is c o m m i t t e d  to 

p u t  p e o p l e  to w o r k ,  n o t  t a k e  w o r k  a w a y  f r o m  them, w h i c h  w o u l d  

b e  t h e  c a s e  if t h e  p o t  l i m i t  w e r e  t h r o w n  out. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e o p l e  so f a r  h a v e  not 

b e e n  a b l e  to c o m e  up w i t h  a w o r k a b l e  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  p o t  

l i m i t .  M y  s u g g e s t i o n  is t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a t a p e  m a d e  up 

a n d  p u t  o n  e v e r y  p o t  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  fish. It c a n  b e  a four



i n c h  t a p e  b y  t h e  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e y  c a n  b e  

n u m b e r e d  f r o m  1 to 75. T h e y  c a n  e v e n  h a v e  r e f l e c t o r  t a p e  

s t u c k  o n  t h e  t a p e  t h a t  w i l l  w o r k  f o r  radar. T h e  r e f l e c t o r  

c o u l d  a l s o  w o r k  f o r  l i g hts, a n d  t h e  t a p e  c o u l d  e v e n  b e  i n f r a­

red. A l l  w e  h a v e  to  do is a p p l y  it  a r o u n d  the c e n t e r  o f  the 

b u o y  (I t h i n k  a 60 i n c h  b u o y  is t h e  b i g g e s t  s i z e  to  m y  

k n o w l e d g e  a n y o n e  uses) a n d  e v e r y  y e a r  w e  c a n  c h a n g e  t h e  

c o l o r  code. In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  o n c e  y o u  u s e  t h e  c o l o r  o n e  y e a r  

t h a t  c o l o r  is o u t  - the n e x t  yea'' y o u  use a d i f f e r e n t  color.

I a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t e n  e x t r a  tags. If a f i s h e r­

m a n  l o s e s  a pot, f o r  i n s t a n c e  p o t  n u m b e r  16, y o u  t h e n  p u t  

p o t  n u m b e r  76 o n  a f t e r  n o t i f y i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  and 

Game. A  t o t a l  o f  t e n  e x t r a  p o t s  s h o u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  to 

c o v e r  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  l o s t  in o n e  y e a r .  T h e r e  m i g h t  b e  v a r i o u s  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y .  T h e  f i s h e r m e n  

I h a v e  t a l k e d  to s o  far all s e e m  to t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  is a 

w o r k a b l e  s o l u t i o n ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  in t u r n  t e s t i f y .  I f e e l  that 

if I a m  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  I s e e  a p o t  w i t h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  tag 

o n  t h e  p o t  b o u y s ,  I w i l l  c o n s i d e r  it a l o s t  p o t  a n d  t r e a t  it 

as s uch. I a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w e  p u t  a p e r m a n e n t  p l a s t i c  tag 

w i t h  the F i s h  a n d  G a m e  n u m b e r  on  it f a s t e n e d  b e l o w  t h e  p ivot 

b u o y .  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  much.

My name is Kenneth Moore from Ilomcr, Alaska. I have fished lower Cook Inlet 

a rea . I 've fished for 11 y ea rs ,  the past 7 I've fished in the Icing c rab  area. In 

lower Cool; Inlet and Kachcmak Bay, we have a problem with people fishing 

too many pots. It's an unenforceable problem, as near as we can see there 

is very  little attempt has been made to enforce it, however, it is a very  difficult 

th ing to enforce. The tape that Ole jus t  brought up is probably the only possible 

means that I have heard that might work to enforce it. I feel very  strongly that 

it would w ork . and 1 think it should be considei^cd along with considering in



however, there is also enforcement would have to take place, and I think that 

if enforcement would look into it, they will probably find that it could be enforced 

in thi3 manner. T h a n k  y o u  very much.

M y  n a m e  is H a n k  Gain, I a m  a commercial fishermen from Seldovia. I have been 

fishing Kachemalc B a y  since 1953. W e  feel that removing the pot limit at this 

time would be disaster to the communities boardering on K a c h e m a k  Bay. A s  it 

is w e  have a law on the books , and to m y  knowledge has never been even 

attempted to be enforced. W e  have asked the department previously while the 

protection agency w a s  with the department to enforce this law and they said 

it w a s  unenforceable. Since the State Police have taken over the protection, 

w e  hear the same thing. W e  think w e  do have a workable plan n o w  that can 

be enforced, and with the enforcement of this law, it will stop a lot of the 

influx of the gear coming into the Bay, which is over the pot limit. S o m e  of 

the boats fishing as high as 150 pots are causing an economic hardship on the 

fishermen and the residents of Seldovia. Therefore, w e  r e c o m m e n d  that they 

adopt the proposal that w a s  submitted previously on this tape to put, in effect, 

taping of the bouys which w e  highly endorse. This tape can be m a d e  or bought 

in its form n o w  that cannot be peeled off the bouy that you will dcstruct, whereas 

other tapes can possibly be removed. But this tape can be applied to these bouys 

and cannot be used over again. W e  firmly ancl highly endorse this method of 

identifying pots and with this, w e  feel certain that the pot limit can be enforced 

and preserve the fishers of the small areas and preserve the economy of the 

towns surrounding K a c h e m a k  and K a mishak Bay.



M e m b e r s  of the House and Senate Committees, I'm Bill Bledso, a fishermen from 

Homer, and I fish king and tanner crab in the lower Cook Inlet. I think it's a 

real good idea to get some kind of enforcement going on this pot limit thing. T h e  

law has been on the books for quite a long time and the m a n y  c omments w e  get 

w h e n  w e  bring it u p  to people w h o  are supposed to be enforcing it, is that they 

don't have any w a y  to do it, because at the present time they have to go out and 

pull every pot that a fisherman has to be sure that the pot itself is fishing king 

crab before they can even start to m a k e  a case. In addition, there are quite a 

n u m b e r  of pots in C o o k  Inlet that are fishing , and people are using them are 

completely u n m a r k e d  with even Fish a n d  G a m e  n u m b e r s  of the boats , there are 

a couple of bouys tied o n . If w e  could set up some system w h e r e  the pots could 

be accounted for, and this tape idea that Ole presented earlier might be a real 

good idea. Might m a k e  the whole system a lot more enforceable and help us 

out a lot and help out the resource as far as conserving the crab and making 

the season last a Kltle bit longer and spreading it out so the processors could 

handle the crab. 1 think it would also be necessary to enact some kind of a rule 

or regulation or a law that stated that a n y  pot that any pot that had this particular 

tape on it was a king crab pot, and that would not m a k e  it necessary for the 

enforcement people to have to pull the pot and determine that it w a s  a king crab 

pot. There are going to have enough trouble locating all 75 pots or m o r e  of person’s 

string a n y w a y  to be s u r i that they have mo r e  than 75 pots there. So  I think 

it would be a real good idea, all in all, to s o m e h o w  enforce this provision.

I talked to a fisherman the other day and he said that he didn't k n o w  of a n y­

body fishing in Co o k  Inlet w h o  had only 75 pots. So that might give you some 

idea of the magnitude of this problem. So I would urge you to adopt this pro­

posal and h o w  to get us some help there on enforcing this regulation.

T h a n k  y o u . ____________________________________



Ruel H o m b e r g  from S a n d  Point. I've fished here since 1954. M y  organization 

has a proposal to the Fish and G a m e  to abolish the pot limit for our area. However, 

'we've considered this a long time before w e  finally did put the proposal in. I 

wasn't one of the original m e m b e r s ,  that submitted that proposal this year, however, 

after talking to various people about the , s o m e w a y  to enforce the pot limit, I 

would feel that m a y  be w e  should consider or take another look that the pot limit 

before v/e go to far. However, I don't k n o w  what the Board's action is going to 

be, but I would say if the Board did abolish the pot limit for our area now, possibly 

w h e n  they did come u p  with some w a y  of enforceing the pot limit, I could see w h e r e  

this could really be a great help to us because as w e  are looking at some other 

things with the tanner crab, for instance, wanting a area registration or a 

an exclusive area registration were w e  could w o r k  a pot limit into that to be in 

effect and would probably eliminate need for area registration then. I have been 

trying to get ahold of some of the people from other organizations to find out what 

their feeling was on what w e  have talked about here but I haven't been able to , 

so what I'm saying here, I just have to speak for myself right now. I don't have 

m u c h  m o r e  to say other than that after talking with Ole here, I think m a y b e  what 

he has is probably about the only w a y  that there m a y  be some w a y  to enforce this. 

T h a n k  y o u .
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