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ALASKA TROLLERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 5825 

KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901

9 0 7 - 2 2 5 - 9 6 3 3  
J a n u a r y  2 7 , 1 9 7 8

T he H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, Alaska, 99811 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l er ;

T h e  A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  L o g b o o k  Program, n o w  e n t e r i n g  
its t h i r d  year, h a s  b e e n  d e e m e d  an i m p o r t a n t  a n d  n e e d e d  
u n d e r t a k i n g  b y  f i s h e r m e n ,  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e r s  a n d  o c e a n  scientists. 
T h e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r s  o f  c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h­
er y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v ic e 
b e a r  t h i s  out. M u c h  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  two y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  d e v o t e d  
to g e n e r a t i n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  pr ogram, t r a i n i n g  
f i s h e r m e n  i n  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  the 
t y p e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  b e s t  be obtained. E v e n  so, 
m u c h  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  obtained. A t t a c h e d  is 
a l i s t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  o u r  office.

T h e  L o g b o o k  P r o g r a m  i s  t h e  o n l y  s ou rc e o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  
d e t a i l e d  c a t c h  a n d  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  d a t a  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  p o w e r  
t r o l l  s a l m o n  fi s he ry . It also p r o v i d e s  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e ntire 
d a t a  b a s e  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  abundance, d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  m i g r a t i o n  
p a t t e r n s  o f  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  i n  s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w a t e r s  a n d  for 
m o n i t o r i n g  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  ecosystem.
In 1978, w i t h  o n l y  a sraa. . i n c r e a s e  in ti me  a n d  effo rt  f o r  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  fi sh er m e n ,  .he L o g b o o k  P r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  u s e d  to 
h e l p  o b t a i n  b e t t e r  i n f o i m a t i o n  for r e c o v e r i e s  o f  t a g g e d  salmon, 
b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i n c i d e n c e  o f  s a l m o n  d i s e a s e s  a n d  p a r a­
sites a n d  b e t t e r  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  a c c u r a c y  of t h e  A l a s k a  f i s h  
t i c k e t  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  system. '

N o n e  o f  th e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  feasibly* c o l l e c t e d  b y  
e x i s t i n g  state, f e d e r a l  o r  p r i v a t e  agencies. The co st  of 
s h i p - t i m e  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  a lo ne  w o u l d  be p r o h i b i t i v e  - r o u g h l y  
$ 2 . 7  m i l l i o n !  O n l y  A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  c a n  p r o v i d e  
s u c h  d a t a  at a r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  cost, si nc e w e  r e l y  o n  v o l u n­
ta r y  e f f o r t s  o f  fi sh er me n . Ho wever, w e  do r e q u i r e  a  c e n t r a l  
o f f i c e  s t a f f e d  w i t h  a  b i o l o g i s t  a n d  secretary-adrainistrator 
to e n s u r e  e f f i c i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  the P rogram.



To da te  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a g r a n t  o f  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  fro m the S ta te  
o f  A l a s k a  f o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 9 7 7  ( a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h r o u g h  a c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  A . D . F . &  G. to U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  Sea C-rant P r o g r a m ) .
W e  h a d  a ls o a n t i c i p a t e d  r e c e i v i n g  a  g r a n t  of $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  ( t h ro u gh  O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f  E n v i r o n­
m e n t a l  A s s e s s m e n t  P r o g r a m )  b u t  h a v e  r u n  into d e l a y s  d u e  to a 
s e r i e s  o f  u n f o r t u n a t e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  A l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  
s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  to p r i n t  1 9 7 8  L o g b o o k s  and A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  o n  
1 9 7 7  L o g b o o k  data, w e  are i n  n e e d  o f  f u nd s to r u n  o u r  o f f i c e  
f o r  the r e m a i n d e r  o f  f i s c a l  y e a r  1977. W e  n e e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  to c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  a  "bare b o n es " level. T h e r e­
fore, w e  a r e  a s k i n g  t h a t  y o u  s u p p o r t  a  r e q u es t f o r  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  i n  
s u p p l e m e n t a l  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  1 9 7 8  f i s c a l  
y e a r  b u d g e t  to g o  to o u r  L o g b o o k  Pro gr am . Ad di t i o n a l l y ,  w e  h o p e  
y o u  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  p r o g r a m  is f u n d e d  in t h e  1 9 7 8  f i s c a l  
y e a r  b u d g e t  at t h e  i n c r e a s e d  l e v e l  of $65,000. C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u r  p r o g r a m  is able t o  p r o v i d e  
j u s t  i n  £ h e  a r e a  o f  f is he ri es , t h i s  is c e r t a i n l y  a m o d e s t  a n d  
r e a s o n a b l e  f u n d i n g  request.

F i s h e r m e n  h a v e  l o n g  d e s i r e d  a  v o i c e  i n  the m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
r e s o u r c e  t h e y  d e p e n d  u p o n  f o r  t h e i r  livelihood, a n d  a re c e r t a i n l y  
i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  to c o l l e c t  m u c h  n e e d e d  information. The 
L o g b o o k  P r o g r a m  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  f i s h e r m e n  are r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  
r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s o u r c e  users. W e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  h e l p  u s  i n  
o u r  e f f o r t s  to c o n t i n u e  a n d  i m p r o v e  o u r  L o g b o o k  Prog ra m . P l e a s e  
l e t  u s  k n o w  if w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  any f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .
W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to h e a r i n g  f r o m  you.

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

E d  Linkous, P r e s i d e n t
S F / s n
E n c l o s u r e s



T R O L L  L O G B O O K  P R O G R A M  R E P O R T S

1 9 7 6  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  T r o l l  L o g b o o k  Program, M a r i n e  M a m m a l  
S i g h t i n g s :  D e t a i l e d  Summary. F e b r u a r y  1977. A . D . F . &  G. in 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  A.T.A., U. o f  A. S e a  Grant a nd N . M . F. S.  80p.

1 9 7 6  T r o l l  L o g b o o k  Pr og r a m :  G e n e r a l  D a t a  S u m m a r y  b y  P e r i o d  
a n d  Area. A . D . F . &  G. in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  A.T.A., U. o f  A. Sea 
G r a n t  a n d  N .M.F.S. 200p.

G r a p h i c  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  S e a  Sur f ac e T e m p e r a t u r e  D a t a  
f r o m  the  1 9 7 6  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  T r o l l  L o g  Boo k  Program. 1977. 
N o r t h e a s t  a nd A l a s k a  F i s h e r i e s  C e n t e r  P r o c e s s e d  Report, N . M . F . S .
80p.

F e e d i n g  H a b i t s  of S a l m o n  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  b a s e d  o n  L o g­
bo o k  D a t a  and S t o m a c h  S a m p l e s  C o l l e c t e d  b y  A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  A s s o c­
iation. M.S. Thesis, U. o f  A. in progress.

A l a s k a  T r o l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  T r o l l  L o g b o o k  Pr o gr am : A n n u a l  
R e p o r t  f r o m  1 9 7 6  L o g b o o k  Data. A.T.A., U. of A. S e a  Grant, A . D . F . & G  
a n d  N . M . F . S .  in p r e s s  ( p r i nt e d b y  U . o f  A. Sea Grant).

R e l a t i v e  A b u n d a n c e  a n d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Small C h i n o o k  S a l m o n  
( O n c o r h y n c h u s  t s h a w y t s c h a )  in C o m m e r c i a l  Troll F i s h i n g  W a t e r s  
N o r t h  a n d  W e s t  o f  C ap e Spencer, S o u t h e a s t  Alaska. 1 9 7 7  A.T.A. 
T e c h n i c a l  Report. 33p. ( P r i n t e d  in In du st r y ' s  A p p r a i s a l  of the 
A l a s k a  S a l m o n  T ro ll  Plan)



/*rold E. Lokkeu, Chairman 
j i m  H. Branson, Executive Director

Suite 32, 333 West 4th Avenue 
Post Office Mall Building

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3136DT 

Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Telephone: (907) 274-4563 

FTS 265-5435

December 19, 1977

Mr. Ed Linkous 

Alaska Trollers Association 

P. 0. Box 5825 

Ktw'hikan, AK 99901

De a r  Ed,

T h e  No r t h  Pacific Council asked me to write to the Alaska Trollers 

Association through you, commending you and your organization for the 

o bjective response you made to the first draft of the Council's m a n a g e­

ment  pla n  for the troll salmon fishery and you r  help in developing 

additional material for their consideration w h e n  they adopted the plan.

As you will recall, the Council, at the December meeting, was enthusiastic

about the Alaska Trollers Association's logbook program recognizing the 

value of the information th-t can be derived from this volu n t a r y  effort. 

Th e y  w a n t  to work closely wi t h  you, both in that program and in the 

development of revisions to the troll management plan.

We are planning on holding a one-day work session to develop research 

proposals for the troll fishery along the lines suggested by the Council 

at its last meeting. It will be held in Juneau as early in J a n u a r y  as 

we can schedule everyone. We'd like to have one or two representatives 

from the Trollers and y o u r  fishery biologist, Mr. Stephen F r i e d  attend.

Don Collingsworth will be coordinating the workshop and will keep you 

advised of the time and place. The Council will fund travel for up to

two of your members and Mr. F r i e d  for this workshop.

S i n c e r e l y ,

J i m  H. Branson 

Executive Director



March 9, 1977

Mr. Ed Linkous 

P.O. Box 5025 

Ketchikan, AK 99901

Dear Ed:

Jon Rowley delivered a progress report at a recent Interagency 

Technical Committee meeting which summarized the Troll Log Book 
Program for 1977.

We were pleased with the progress of this cooperative program and 

believe that it should be continued and refined. In addition to 

the data generation potential, the Troll Log Program elicits vastly 

improved comnunications between fishermen, scientists and administra­
tors.

We support the Troll Log Program and will do all we can to assist 
it.

Sincerely,

>

Harry L / R i e t z e  

Director, Alaska Region



LOGBOOK PROGRAM BUDGET FY 1979 
for

Program and D a t a  Management

Salaries and Wages
P r o j e c t  Leader 12 months @  $2 ,000  
P r o j e c t  Secretary 6 mos. @  $1 ,000

Benef i t s  (10^ of salary and wages)

Taxes (State and Federal)

Travel (including Logbook Workshops prior 
to f i s h i n g  season, travel to Fairbanks 
to h e l p  w i t h  data reduction, travel to 
N.P.F.M.C., A . D . F . & G . , and N.M.F.S. 
meetings)

Supplies

Services
D a t a  C o d i n g  and Checking
Office Rental and Utilities
Communications (phone and postage)
C o p y i n g  and Drafting
L o g b o o k  Printing (1979, 300 copies)
Annual Report Printing (1979, 400 copies)
N e w s l e t t e r  ( 4 times yearly, 400 copies)

E q u i p m e n t  (including drafting materials, 
electronic calculator)

Total
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