


SENATE COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Senator Joe Orsini
Chairman

Bill No. Fatrick_Rqde”
Senate Prime Sponsor
current Resolution No. 21

This Bill 1is currently in the Senate Community and Regional
Affairs Committee for consideration. Your response, as
prime sponsor, to the following questions will serve to
hasten Committee action on this Bill.

1. What 1is the need for your proposed legislation; what is
the goal you are trying to accomplish?

2. Are there any other viable ways of accomplishing this
same goal?

3. Persons or groups you know of who are supporting the
legislation.

4. Persons or groups you know of who are opposing the
legislation.

5. Can you foresee any new problems that might be caused
as a result of enactment of your bill?

(1

6. What 1is the earliest time you would like the Senate
Community and Regional Affairs Committee to consider
your bill?
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February 23, 1977

The Honorable Pat Rodey
Alaska State Senate
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Rodey?

I understand you objected on the floor of the Senate to
my recent action providing temporary female detention
facilities in Anchorage. I regret you did not have an
opportunity to discuss this action with officials of my
Administration prior to your Tfloor action because | feel
that if you had been apprised of the facts in this matter,
I suspect you would have supported my action. Although

I was hesitant to exercise my legal authority in this
manner, 1t was necessary that | do so in order to relieve
a serious condition occasioned by the unavailability of
adequate correctional facilities in Anchorage. The
situation has reached emergency proportions and public
interest demanded that action be taken now.

Let me provide you with information which convinced me to
act.

1. My Administration requested a zoning variance
from the Anchorage Municipal Assembly in order
to provide a female detention center. By a
7 -2 favorable vote the assembly granted the
zoning variance. However, municipal rules
require a two-thirds majority to override zoning;
since there are eleven assembly members, the

municipal attorney ruled that a 7 - 2 favorable
vote was not sufficient. This matter is now
being taken up in litigation. However, attorneys

on both sides feel the court will not rule for
many months.

2. The Human Rights Commission and Alaska Legal
Services has filed a suit against the State
charging discrimination in regard to detention
facilities for female prisoners.-
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3- I have been assured by the Division of Corrections
and the Department of Health and Social Services
that there are no alternative structures available
which, at a reasonable price, could be modified
to meet the requirements of local and federal
regulations for detention facilities.

4. The department has assured me that the correctional
situation in Anchorage 1is at emergency proportions
and further requested in writing assurance that
Ridgeview Manor would only be temporarily used
as a facility. (Note the attached letter from
Commissioner Williamson.)

Based on the above information, | decided to exercise the
authority vested in me under the Alaska Statutes a*.d have ordered
that alternations immediately begin to provide for a

temporary correctional facility for women prisoners. In
arriving at this decision, members of my Administration
contacted the legislators from the effected district, Anchorage
municipal officials including the Mayor®s Office, Municipal
Assembly, and the Zoning Commission. All those we talked to
apparently understood the need for my action and all apparently
agreed that it was truly in the State"s best interest to
provide for these facilities. I think the key element 1in

this decision was the fact that the municipal assembly voted

7 - 2 in favor of the zoning variance and that attorneys on
both sides agree that the court is very apt to rule in favor

of upholding this vote. The problem has been that we cannot
expect court action on this low priority case in the near
future. Therefore, |1 felt it imperative | take immediate
fiction.

I hope this information has provided you with a better under—
standing of the Ridgeview situation and gives you an idea
of what prompted me to take this action.

Sincerely,

Jay S. Hammond
Governor
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