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J o e -

C h e n o w e t h  is s t i l l  out sick. I t a l k e d  to B e r r i e r  a b o u t  SB 535 
( e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s )  and h e  s a i d  that " o n  the f a c e  of it" 
he s a w  n o  p r o b l e m s  or p i t f a l l s  w i t h  the b i l l . . . t h a t  it l o o k e d  like 
a h o u s e k e e p i n g  m e a s u r e  to him.

Ben



A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 7 8

S E N A T E  C O M M U N IT Y  A N D  R E G IO N A L  A F F A I R S
C O M M IT T E E  M IN U T E S

P r e s e n t :  A l l  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s ;  T o m  S c o t t ,  H E S S ;  L a r r y  K i m b a l l ,

D e p a r t n  ,nc o f  C & R A ;  D i c k  H o l d e n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

C h a r l i e  S m i t h ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;  B r u c e  A r o n s o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  C & R A .

S e n a t e  B i l l  5 3 5  a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 3 3  w e r e  t h e  b i l l s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

S E N A T E  B I L L  5 3 5

T o m  S c o t t , D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  

C h a r l i e  S m i t h , D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e i r  

D e p a r t m e n t s  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l .

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  C h a i r m a n  O r s i n i ' s  i n q u i r y ,  B r u c e  A r o n s o n , D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  " d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,

S e n a t o r  H a c k n e y  r e c o m m e n d e d  S B  5 3 5  b e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a  

D O  P A S S  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  o b j e c t i o n .

S E N A T E  B I L L  5 3 3

L a r r y  K i m b a l l ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  e x p l a i n e d  

t h a t  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  m a n d a t e d  t o  a s s i s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  o n  a r e q u e s t  

b a s i s .  S B  5 3 3  w o u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  a n y  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  C & R A  a l r e a d y  

p o s s e s s e s .

U n d e r  S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e ,  K i m b a l l  s t a t e d  

t h a t  C & R A  w o u l d  a n a l y z e  a n d  i n f o r m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o g r a m  a g e n c i e s ,  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  o n  l a n d  u s e  p l a n n i n g  

a n d  m u n i c i p a l  f a c i l i t y  p r o c u r e m e n t  p l a n s .

C h a i r m a n  O r s i n i  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l ' s  l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  n e e d  t i g h t e n i n g  

t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  C & R A  w a s  n o t  m a n d a t e d  t o  p l a n  f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  b u t  

w o u l d  o n l y  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p l a n n i n g  u p o n  r e q u e s t  b y  a m u n i c i p a l i t y .

K i m b a l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  12 t o  1 5  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  h a d  g o n e  

t h r o u g h  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  s i n c e  1 9 7 3 .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n e v e r  p r e p a r e d  

i n - h o u s e  p l a n s  s i n c e  t h i s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a d i v e r s i f i e d  s t a f f  n u m e r o u s  

p l a n n e r s  w h i c h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  s u p p o r t  o n  a n  o n - g o i n g  b a s i s .  

K i m b a l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  C & R A  h a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

m o s t  o f  w h i c h  n o w  h a v e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  

C & R A  h a s  f u n d e d  3 o r  4 c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c o m p r e h e n ­

s i v e  p l a n s .

K i m b a l l  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  C & R A ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  w o u l d  

b e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  D O T  a n d  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  w o u l d  

n e e d .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  C & R A  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  b u d g e t  o r  s t a f f  t o  d o  t h i s .

H e  n o t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  C & R A ' s  f i s c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  w o u l d  d i s ­

a p p e a r  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s .



S e n a te  C&RA C o m m itte e  M in u te s
A p r i l  1 3 , 1978 SB 535 , SB 533

R i c h a r d  H o l d e n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  t e s ­

t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  D O T  t o  b u d g e t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  

o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  f o r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  i n  h i s  v i e w  w a s  n o t  

a  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n  f o r  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  D O T ' s  j o b  s h o u l d  

b e  t c  h e l p  t h e m  c o o r d i n a t e  b o t h  t h e  c a p i t a l  n e e d s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e  c a p i t a l  n e e d s  t h a t  a r e  g e n e r a t e d  w h i c h  i n t e r - a g e n c y  

c o o r d i n a t i o n  w o u l d  r e q u i r e .

C h a i r m a n  O r s i n i  q u e s t i o n e d  w h y  D O T  w o u l d  n o t  p r e p a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  

i n v e n t o r i e s  f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i v h  p o p u l a t i o n s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  1 2 , 0 0 0 .  

H o l d e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  D O T  w o u l d  g r a n t  t h e m  t h e  f u n d s  t o  d o  t h e i r  o w n  

i n v e n t o r y  s i n c e  t h e s e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  a d e q u a t e  e x p e r t i s e  

t o  d o  t h e  j o b  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n n e l .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p u b l i c  f a c i ] i t i e s "  i n  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  m i g h t  

i n c l u d e  a n y  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  h a d  i n  a n y  d e g r e e  r e c e i v e d  s t a t e  f u n d i n g  

o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t .  E x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e d  f i s h e r i e s ,  n e w  f a r m  

e n t e r p r i s e s ,  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c l i n i c s  a n d  h o m e  f i n a n c e s  w i t h  s t a t e  

v e t e r a n s  l o a n s .

C h a i r m a n  O r s i n i  s t a t e d  t h a t  S B  5 3 3  w o u l d  b e  t a k e n  u p  f o r  f u r t h e r  

C o m m i t t e e  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 8, 3 9 7 8 .

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  a t  4 : 2 0  p . m .
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SENATE BILL NO. 555

"An Act authorizing emergency medical services by municipalities inside 
and outside the corporate limits of municipalities."

The Department of Health and Social Services supports Senate Bill 555 as 
consistent with the program objectives of the Department.

Alaska law (AS 29.4S.050) delineates which services home rule local 
government may provide within its municipal boundaries. Those services 
may not be provided outside of the boundaries unless specifically 
authorized by AS 29.048.057.

The purpose of Senate Bill 555 is to allow municipally operated ambulances 
to respond beyond the boundaries of the municipality. Presently, ambulances 
do respond beyond the boundaries of the municipality regardless of the 
law because human life is at stake. However, when the ambulance does 
leave the city limits any insurance the city may c a n y ,  including liability 
and workmen's compensation, does not cover the extraterritorial incident.

The City of Petersburg recently faced this problem. Ambulance and fire 
protection was not provided to those citizens living outside the boundaries 
of the City because of lack of insurance. The problem was solved when 
the city council determined that even though residents outside the 
boundaries do not pay city property tax that the city would provide the 
ambulance services first and then worry about liability.

This attitude is prevalent in Alaska. The law needs to be changed so 
that our cities arc not penalized for providing vital services that no 
one else is providing or is able to provide.

The Department understands that this provision will not increase the 
cost to the State in revenue sharing or other obligations, nor will it 
allow the cities to tax extraterritorially for the services.

Recommended by:
Robert *. , Director
Division of Public Health

Date

Approved by:
Helen D. Beime, Commissioner  D
Department of Health and Social Services
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