


/£ b  781: AN ACT AUTHORIZING STATE AID TO MUNICIPALITIES FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL FACILITIES, and 

/ Sfe 782: AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,106,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE 
COST OF CULTURAL FACILITIES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

5 5

These two b i l ls  would au thorize  the State to assist m un ic ipa lit ies  in 
the development and construc tion  of cu ltu ra l fac i l i t ies  th rough g ran ts  from 
a proposed "1978 Munic ipal C u ltu ra l Fac il i ty  F u nd ". Because o f the obvious 
need for cu ltu ra l fac il i t ies  in Anchorage, the M un ic ipa l i ty  o f Anchorage 
supports  th is b i l l .

Sydney Laurence A ud ito r iu m  and West High School A u d ito r ium  w ith  
respective  seating capacities of 650 and 2,000 are  the two p r im a ry  perform ing 
a r ts  fac i l i t ies  in Anchorage, and the Visual A r ts  Center is the on ly  p rim ary  
v isual a r ts  fac i l i ty  in Anchorage.

A l l  three of these p r im a ry  a rts  fac i l i t ies  are overused d u r in g  the peak 
use period between January  and A p r i l .  Fh'e d if fe re n t perfo rm ing  groups 
w i l l  want to reserve  the same date for a performance at Sydney Laurence 
A u d ito r ium  or West High School A ud ito r iu m . Because the number of rehersals 
exceed performances by a 7 to 1 ra tio  over actual performances, the usage 
problem for perform ing a rts  fac il i t ies  is c r i t ic a l .  Those perfo rm ing  groups 
fortunate enough to reserve  a date at the p r im a ry  fac il i t ies  must often reherse 
at cramped and w ho lly  inadequate secondary fa c i l i t ie s , and the perform ing 
g roups not so fortunate must both perform and reherse at such secondary 
fac i l i t ie s . T h i fact that the V isual A r ts  Center is overused is obvious 
because it is used d a i ly -S u n d a y  through Saturday-52 weeks a year.

A ll  three p r im a ry  a r ts  fac il i t ies  are also inadequately equipped.
Sydney Laurence A ud ito r ium  has inadequate lobby and box office and
dress ing  room space. It has no shop arid storage space and its audience
floor is not su ff ic ien t ly  raked; therefore, s ight lines arc obscured . The
stage, backstage, and storage space at West H igh A ud ito r ium  are all too
small. It has no shower fa c i l i ty .  The acoustics there are a problem," and
the l igh t in g  and sound equipment is dated. Because the V isua l A r ts  Center
was o r ig in a l ly  designed as the Alaska Centennial B u i ld ing , it is even more
inadequately equipped than the other two p r im a ry  a rts  fac i l i t ies . It is overcrowded.



It lacks adequate l igh ting  in the g a l le ry  and professional studios. It 
lacks adequate heating, and it has no special storage areas w ith  technical 
consideration for a r t  co llection, unpacking shows, stone and other bu lk  
materia ls.

Anchorage has become a rem arkab ly  p ro l i f ic  town for community 
a r t is t ic  ac t iv it ie s . It is much more active  in th is  regard  than other c it ies 
of identical size throughout the United States. Such in te rest deserves 
attention; the M u n ic ip a l i ty  therefore urges action on HB 781 and HB 782 
consistent w ith  our needs.
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, „ , T.  , T, t T . C u ltu ra l
Facilities peyelopmen. Cqmmit- 

returned to Juneau today to push tee, which represents 12 cities in
for passage of a $30 million bond eluding, a qipnber in SoutJieast
issue for cultural facili'ies. •, sy  Alaska^ ' (i 1

The House Finance Commit- Among , proposals. presented 
tee ' heard testimony from wa$ a $12.3.[pillion performing

■ i . . . ... r. .■ a.' - '')•.■ ■■ arts center fop Juneau. It would
înclude a theater to seat 700, a 

'"forum'!, to seat 20 to 250 and 
scinery and costume workshops, 
dressing rooms and rehearsal 
halls us well as space for p televi­
sion studio, y,
’ OthepI'l'communities seeking 
funding for facilities under the 
bond package1 are Angoon, 

: Haines, Skagsyay, Ketchikan, 
Sitka, Petersburg, Anchorage, 
Cordova, Dillingham, Naknek 
and Kodiak, lfydaburg recently 
has. requested assistance from

1,‘ a \P e te rs b u ;g ? ih o e d ll ':  ' ;. ouested.^ X  H
said. {;■. Proposals i. fop the ; 12' cities J . . , ,>‘k  t f t i f [ f *  r 'w ) . .

A ' 1(lie committee as well 
spokeswoman for the group said. Proposals i fop the ; 12' cities 

Most representatives testified . would cost $80 [trillion. However/ y  
their conununities have insuf- the comnjitteq dec|detj to break 
fjcient space or no place to per-. down, tfie bonding tq. smaller 
form. pieces i>egini)ing',wH|i the $30

“ We have no th ing  In ...million bomf jssp^eqrrejUly rp y  
lan for '--w ■ <ii_̂  .J u  \.J;.Skagway," a spokeswoman 

that community said. "Skagway 
has no arts program in the school 
because there is no facility for 
it.”

"We've had programs at 10 
o'clock at night to try and work 
around a basketball game," the 
Cordova spokeswoman said.' 
That community is forced to per­
form in the high school gym, she 
said.

"A cultural erts program can­
not be developed in a gym­
nasium." the spokesman for_

The committee is recom­
mending communities receive 
money ‘,'on a first come, first 
serve basis," Allan Gregg, 
chairman of the group. said. 
• J J; it I.... . . . .'ii .■■■i.



P L EA S E  R E P LY  RY A IR  MAIL

WARREN C. CHRISTIANSON
a , - S 3

S IT K A .  A L A S K A  99835

PO ST  O F F I C E  BOX  4 

T E L E P H O N E  747-3&SX 6 6 8 1

0 3  XU L I N C O L N  S T R E E T

M a r c h  14, 1 9 7 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P a t r i c k  R o d e y  

S e n a t e

P o u c h  V, M a i l  S t o p  # 3 1 0 0  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R o d e y :

T h e  S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  G r o u p  w e n t  o n  r e c o r d  M a r c h  

13, 1 9 7 8 ,  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  y o u r  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 0 8  a n d  t h a t  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a r r  a s  t o  H o u s e  B i l l  7 6 8 .  W e  f e e l  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  g e t  t h i s  b o n d  i s s u e  o u t  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  a n d  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  is h i g h l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a l l  o f  o u r  A l a s k a  

c o m m u n i t i e s .  I w a n t  t o  a d d  m y  p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e s e  

b i l l s  a s  w e l l .  I h a v e  s e e n  w h a t  t h e  s u m m e r  a r t s  c a m p  h e r e  

a t  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  h a s  d o n e  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n  a n d  f e e l  t h e  

c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  e m p h a s i s  

o n  t h i s  1. o n e  w h i c h  i s  b a d l y  n e e d e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  .Sitka, 

b u t  i n  o t h e r  o m m u n i t i e s  a s  w e l l .

C o n c e r n i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 0 7  a n d  M o u s e  B i l l  7 6 9 ,  I m u s t  

s a y  t h a t  I m u c h  p r e f e r  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 0 7  a n d  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  

t h e  l a n d  i t s e l f  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  t h e  c o n ­

t r i b u t i o n .  L a n d  i s  e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  .in S i t k a  a s  i n  m o s t  

A l a s k a n  c i t i e s  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a v e r y  v a l u a b l e  a n d  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t .

c c :  C h a i r m a n  o f  H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  &

Si R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 3 5

C h a i r m a n  o f  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  

C h a i r m a n  o f  S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  Si i /  
& R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  

C h a i r m a n  o f  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s

W a r r e n  C. C h r i s t i a n s o n  

C h a i r m a n

S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  G r o u p
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S U G G E S T E D  A M E N D T E N T  TO H 5 3 S S .  TO P R E V E N T  D 0 Lb LE- CO 'J MTI M3 O F  

P E O P L E  ( IM C O M P U T I N G  LI'lITAT ION O N  S T A T E  F U N D S )  IN C A S E S  

W H E R E  O R G A N I S E D  B O R O U G H S  C O N T A I N  0 MS O R  M O R E  C I T I E S  W H I C H  

Q U A L I F Y  A S  M U N I C I P A L I T I E S .

I N S E R T  T H I S  N E W  P A R A G R A P H  AT T H E  E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  A 3 . 1  a ) ,

AS PA°T O F  S U B S E C T I O N  (A)

QUOTE P R O V I D E D ,  HOWEVER,  THAT DOUBLE-COUNT I N S  OF AMY 

POPULA T ION  GROUP I S  P R O H I B I T E D .  I N  CASES  WHERE AN ORGAN I SED  

BOROUGH CONTA INS  ONE 0 °  MORE C I T I E S  WHICH Q U A L I FY  * S  “ U N t O t -  

° A L I T I E S ,  THE L I M I T A T I O N  ON TOTAL G.RANT S TQTHE B0' ‘ 1U~U AN"'

TO THE C I T I E S  T H E R E I N  SHALL BE  COMPUTED BASED O'! THE TOTAL 

P O P U LA T I O N  W I T H I N  THE BOROUGH,  SO THAT PERSONS  RES  I D  I  NO BOTH ... 

I N  THE B O R O U G H  A N D  I N  a C I T Y  T H E R E IN  SHALL BE COUNTED ONLY 

ON C E .  THE TOTAL MAXIMUM EN T I T L E M E N T  THUG O B T A IN E D  SHALL BE 

A PP ORT ION ED  A M O N G  THE 30ROUGH AND THE C L T I E S  W I T H I N  I T ,  FOR 

AMY CALENDAR YEAR ,  I N  THAT PROPORT ION  WHICH THE ANNUAL 

OPERAT ING  BUDGET FOR THE M U N I C I P A L I T Y  ( E X C L U D IN G  FUNDS F ? °  

EDUCAT ION  PURPOSES )  BEARS  TO THE TOTAL OF THE OP?f t  T I N G  

BUDGETS  F ° R  ALL  OF THE /iU N E C I ° a L I T I S S  I N  THE 50V)U3H I NCLU D ING  

IMF.  BOROUGH I T S E L F  ( E XC L UD IN G  FUNDS FOR EDUCAT ION  ’ I P  POSES)  

FOR  THE? P I  OR CALENDAR YEAR .  UNO'JO I E

MAX MODEL ,  BREAKTHROUGH

.. . v '
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Friday, April 7th v 6
Asse m b l y  103

Senator Orsini:

We received a phone call from Nome today, from Lynn Chambers and 

Leo Rasmussen, asking us to pass on the message to you that, in 

answer to your letter to Mayor Rasmussen, yes, they do want to 

be included in the Cultural Facilities monies.

They want 5.63 million for a Cultural Center in Nome for the 

N orthwest Alaska Region.

Leo Rasmussen is following up this message wi t h  a letter to you. 

Fran Cole

A.A. for Representative Nakak

M e s sage copies: Rep. Schaeffer

Sen. Ferguson
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:: v ; - V ,A multi-million dollar improve­
ment package- .for .Anchorage was 
explained by Breakthrough officials 
and explored - by the Downtown 
Anchorage A ssertion last night.

Breakthrough, ,a volunteer • citi­
zens’ group,, developed the recom­
mendations for improvements in 
community facilities, _roads, mass 
transit, parks and other areas over a 
year of study. t-Jhe- improvement 
package totals about. $750 million in 
projects over the next five to.seven 
years, the group’s chairman said last 
night.!, ';;Sv',r ’

The group hopes to fund the local 
share of that package through a $126 
million ■ bond election tentatively 
planned for May 23-

Chairman Max Hodel said Break-

. %
and federal sources, with the local 
share, after grants, to be about 5250 
million. The group hopes to cut that 
figure in half with a bill to be intro­
duced in the Legislature calling for- 
50 percent state support of municipal 
capital improvement projects in cit­
ies across the state. ,v-v ;u 
' The group has proposed a special 

bond election May 23 on nine proposi­
tions totaling about $126 million — 
the figure Breakthrough says needs 
to be funded by local bonds. That 
issue is now Ipefore the Anchorage 
Municipal.. Assembly, ; which has 
scheduled a work session at 5 p.m. 
today to dig deeper into the Break­
through package. • • >/. ,

Following two public hearings, 
tentatively planned for April 11 ami

through representatives w ill appear April 18, the assembly must approve 
at as many community and organiza-ju. motions to place each proposition on 
tion meetings as possible’,over the-.- the ballot. ”, .
next few weeks to air the improve-’ . v .Among the Breakthrough recom­
ment recommendations, rvQ<‘.V mendations: • uJfiA,.

Also on hand for the meefing.at “ . Creation of a'one-way grid
the Anchorage -Westward),'.Hilton 
Hotel last night were Anchorage As­
sembly members Dave^Rose/Arliss 
Sturgulewski and Tony Knowles and 
Municipal Manager Doug Weiford.

Breakthrough ( anticipates • that 
most of that $750 million improve­
ment package will be footed by state

street system in the downtown core 
to handle traffic more efficiently.
(— The addition of about 2,200 

[parking spaces in the central busi­
ness district. . . .

— Construction of a $63 million 
complex, composed of two separate 
buildings, one to house a convention-

sports center and the other Ur a per­
forming and visual arts center.

— A $30 million municipal office 
complex to consolidate offices now 
spread over several locations 
throughout the municipality.

— A new headquarters library on j 
the existing Denali School site.

— A massive road improvement’; 
package totaling about $180 million: 
over the next five years. ril;

— A S4.9 million local commit-1 
ment to mass transit, to be used as.! 
the local match fo - federal grants to; 
purchase buses for the municipal-i 
ity’s People Mov.-rsystem. ■■-i'.'l

— Creation o: a development cor-; 
poration to spu,- a new retail ccm*~. 
plex in the central business district/} 
with hopes of attracting a third-, 
major department store to “anchor?,*̂  
the downtown business area.

— Improvements and expansions 
of the Anchorage Historical and Fine.j 
Arts Museum.

The package got a mixed recep--; 
tion last night from the Downtown.;; 
Anchorage Association, a group oft 
downtown merchants. -.‘4/

The recommended parking im­
provements got perhaps the warm-- 
est reception from the merchants,* 
many of whom have long com-) 
plained of inadequate parking in the;: 
central business district. ^

Dan Stewart criticized the one-V 
way grid recommendation. "I have: 
been very annoyed by these grids,'*" 
Stewart said, noting that a wrong- 
turn may take eight blocks of travel', 
to correct. ‘ -.• 'ft

Other merchants criticized other? 
facets of the package. V*

Several, however, applauded thee 
Breakthrough effort. - w- — :

“ I reallyjthink these people have' 
really worked hard,’’ said Sewell• 
Faulkner. ‘^niey’ve recommended a » 
lot of thittgsi that,can really help 
downtown.”^ . .  ■; •.. ;

Budd Parsell,' presidenr of the as  ̂
sociation, termed the Breakthrough? 
package one-ihat ‘‘really has some- 
thing for- everyone” and cited a- 
’’need to appeal toas many of the} 
voters as possible” before the- 
planned May bond election.-

Weiford, the1 municipal manager,' 
announced the’administration's sup-; 
port for the proposal.

“The recommendations of Break-! 
through are mind boggling,” he said:- 

"1  dare say you couldn't find a 7 
single person who would agree with 1 
everything” in the package, Weiford 
said. But “what I think is true (is 
that) here we have had a truly re-, 
markable, distinctive, different kind 
of citizen involvement in this com­munity.'” • jf

Rose applauded the plan, terming 
it a "comprehensive” approach to" 
solving Anchorage problems rather 
than "a piecemeal approach.” ' .

Rose said he hopes differences of 
opinion about the plan can be re­
solved "so we have a pretty good 
consensus on ;where we want to go 
before we get to the ballot box." ■■]



L E T T E R S  S E N T  T O  T H E  M A Y O R S  O F :  F a i r b a n k s ,  F a i r ­

b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h ,  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  

B e t h e l ,  N o m e ,  S e w a r d ,  K e n a i ,  Y a k u t a t ,  K o t z e b u e ,  

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  N e n a n a ,  P a l m e r ,  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h ,  

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h ,  F o r t  Y u k o n ,  U n a l a s k a ,  

N o r t h  P o l e ,  G a l e n a ,  W r a n g e l l ,  S o l d o t n a ,  W a s i l l a  

a n d  H o m e r .



Official Business

(Alaska Jitaie ^egtslaimrs
Senate

Commi t t ee  on 

C ommuni t y  &  Re g i ona l Affairs

Pouch V
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 7 8

J o n a t h a n  S o l o m o n ,  M a y o r  

C i t y  o f  F o r t  Y u k o n  

P. 0. B o x  2 6 9  

F o r t  Y u k o n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 4 0

D e a r  M a y o r  S o l o m o n :

S e n a t e  B i l l s  5 0 7  a n d  5 0 8  a u t h o r i z i n g  s t a t e  a i d  t o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  h a v e  

b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  r e v i e w  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

( C o p i e s  o f  t h e  b i l l s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n ) .

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  i s  a w a r e  o f  t w e l v e  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  p r o p o s e d  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  $ 7 2  m i l l i o n  i n  c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  

u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n a t o r  P a t  

R o d e y .  T h e y  i n c l u d e  D i l l i n g h a m  ($9 m i l l i o n ) ,  C o r d o v a  ( $ 3 . 4  m i l l i o n ) ,  

a n d  P e t e r s b u r g  ( $ 3 . 5  m i l l i o n ) .  S i n c e  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  n o t  o n e  

o f  t h o s e  l i s t i n g  p l a n s  f o r  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  

y o u r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  a t t a c h e d  b i l l s  a n d  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  i f  

y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w o u l d  w i s h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  

p r o g r a m ,  a s s u m i n g  i t  i s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

I w o u l d  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  y o u  m i g h t  

h a v e  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

jw  C W -
J O E  O R S I N I  

C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  

C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

J 0 : g d

E n c l o s u r e ( s ) : S B  5 0 7  a n d  5 0 8  t
A



C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  D eve lo p m e n t C o m m itte e
(D a ta  f o r  Bond Is s u e )

UPDATE

SKAGWAY: Contact Person Dianna Cates
Executive Secretary 

Skagway Fine Art s  Council 

P.O. Box 116 

Skagway, Ak. 99840 

Ph. 983-2378

The Skagway cultural facility plan has be e n  updated and revised 

to create a n e w  multi-purpose cultural building. The updated P'.ans 

include theatre, museum, archives, court space, city government offices, 

and d a y  care. T he building wil l  provide a civic c enter for a growing 

population and for the 100,000+ tourists w h o  v i s i t  Skagway e a c h  year.

For this n e w  facility projected cost is 4.7 million

Dea r  L e g i s l a t o r :

The i n f o r m a t i o n a l ,  p a c k e t  you  r e c e i v e d  c o n c e r n i n g  12 
c o m m u n i t i e s ' p r o j e c t e d  C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  
t h i s  u p d a t e  on S k a g w a y ' s  p l a n .  P l e a s e  i n c l u d e  t h i s  i n  y o u r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  F a c i 1 i  t i e s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e .

I f  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e , p l e a s e  
c a l l  t h e  CFDC C o o r d i n a t o r , S h i r l e y  R e d i g e r ,  a t  5 8 6 - 6 8 0 6 .

C ultural Facilities 

D evelopment Committee

State Coordinator

,0. PJ?,c(/iye)L

127  S O .  F R A N K L I N  S T R E E T  5 0 6 - 0 8 0 6  . J U N E A U
J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 0 0 0 1  2 2 8 - 3 0 7 7  .  K E T C H I K A N
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February 16, 1978

J A Y  S . H A M M O N D , G O V E R N O R

The Honorable J oseph Orsini 

Chairmen

Senate Community & Regional 

Affairs Committee 

Room 100 - Assembly 

Juneau, Alaska

Re: Senate Bill No. 508

Dear Senator O r s i n i :

Senate Bill No. 508, an Act providing for the issuance of general 

obligation bonds in the amount o f  $30,106,000 for the purpose of 

paying the cost of cultural facilities, was introduced in the Senate 

on February lit, 1978 and was referred to the Senate Communiby end 

Regional Affairs and Finance Committees.

The State's Bond Counsel, M~. C. Richard Walker of Orrick, Herrington, 

Rowley and Sutcliffe ahs advised that general obligations bonds of the 

State and nearly all other state and local government bonds are issued 

in the denomination of $5,000, the standard unit.

Using Senate Bill No. 508 as an example, according to Mr. Walker, this 

would result in issuing one odd bond in the denomination of $1,000 

along with 6,021 bonds in the usual denomination of $5,000.

Issuing a bond in an odd denomination requires extra time and expense in 

connection with the preparation of the resolution, notice of s a l e ,. official 

statement and other documents relating to the bonds and the printing of the 

one odd bond with all its special coupons.

Consequently, it is respectfully recommended that the proposed legislation 

be amended to allow for rounding off the principal amount of the proposed 

bond issue to the nearest $5,000 by making the principal amount in the bill 
to read $30,105,000.

V e r y  ruly yoxirs,

R. D. Stevenson 

Special Assistant



The Honorable John C. Sackett 

Chairman
Senate Finance Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

State C a p i t a B u i l d i n g  

Juneau, Alaska

Sterling Gallagher 

Commissioner of Revenue 
Secretary, State Bond Committee

David Klemmer, Debt Manager 

Treasury Division 

Department of Revenue
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file n o . L e g i s l a t u r e  - 1978 S e s s i o n  
H B  781

s u b j e c t : S u p p o r t  f o r  C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s
L e g i s l a t i o n

H o n o r a b l e  J o s e p h  O r s i n i ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V - C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Orsi n i ,

A n  a r t i c l e  in last n i g h t ' s  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  E m p i r e  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u  or y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is 
i n a d e q u a t e  i n t e r e s t  in the c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  b i l l s  w h i c h  
a r e  in y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  to b r i n g  t h e m  up for a h e a r i n g .  P r i o r  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the E m p i r e  h a s  led m e  to c o n c l u d e  th a t  it 
m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  s a c r i f i c e s  a c c u r a c y  for d r a m a t i c  Impact.
F o r  that r e a s o n  I p r e s u m e  that n e i t h e r  y o u  n o r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
has t a k e n  as f i r m  a p o s i t i o n  o n  the c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
b i l l s  as the E m p i r e  a r t i c l e  indicates.

T h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  the 
a p p r o a c h  e x p r e s s e d  in H o u s e  B i l l  781 for s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  to 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s .
T h i s  b i l l  is nov; in y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  and w e  u r g e  y o u  to s c h e d u l e  
it for h e a r i n g  at the e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  a n d  to r e f e r  
the b i l l  out so that the e n t i r e  S e n a t e  m a y  be g i v e n  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  its p o s i t i o n  on s t a t e  a i d  for c u l t u r a l  
f a c i l i t i e s .

Ms. S h i r l e y  R e d i g e r  of the s t a t e w i d e  C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  
D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  p r o v i d e d  yo u r  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  
m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  p r o p o s a l s  for 
e a c h  of the m a j o r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J u n e a u ,  w h i c h  are 
i n t e r e s t e d  in c o n s t r u c t i n g  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  
p r o p o s a l s  d e a l  w i t h  m o s t  o f  the i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  y o u r  
c o m m i t t e e  h a d  r e q u e s t e d  e a r l i e r  this year. O n  t h e  c h a n c e  
that the c o m m i t t e e - p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  was i n a d e q u a t e ,  o u r  
p u b l i c  w o r k s  d e p a r t m e n t  is n o w  p r e p a r i n g  a r e s p o n s e  to the 
s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t  for i n f o r m a t i o n .  I h a v e  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  
b o t h  Ms. J a n e  S t e w a r t  o f  the J u n e a u  C u l t u r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  
D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  the v a r i o u s  p o t e n t i a l  u s e r s  of  a 
l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t y  h a v e  w r i t t e n  to y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r s  a n d  the c o m m u n i t y ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  the c u l t u r a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  bills. T h e  a s s e m b l y  has d e s i g n a t e d  Ms. S t e w a r t  
an d  the J u n e a u  c o m m i t t e e  to r e p r e s e n t  it on  the s t a t e  c o m m i t t e e .  
W e  s u p p o r t  b o t h  the l o c a l  a n d  the s t ate c o m m i t t e e  e f f o r t s  to
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h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u c h  as H o u s e  B i l l  781 p a s s e d .  W e  a g a i n  
u r g e  y o u  to s c h e d u l e  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  o n e  or m o r e  o f  t h e  
c o m p a n i o n  b o n d  b i l l s  for a h e a r i n g  a n d  u r g e  y o u  to p a s s  t h e m  
ou t  of  c o m m i t t e e .  O n l y  b y  d o i n g  so w i l l  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  in 
A l a s k a  h a v e  a n y  h o p e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a d e q u a t e  to 
m e e t  t h e i r  n e e d s  for f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  can b e  u t i l i z e d  to 
s u p p o r t  a n d  p e r p e t u a t e  the c u l t u r a l  arts and l o c a l  c u l t u r e .

H o n o ra b le  Jo se p h  O r s in i
Ju n e  6 , 1978
Page Two

V e r v  t r u l y  y o u r s /

G e r a l d  L. S h a r p  
C i t y / B o r o u g h  A t t o r n e y

G L S / sm

cc: S e n a t o r s  W i l l i s ,  F e r g u s o n ,  H a c k n e y ,  a n d  S u m n e r

M a y o r  O v e r s t r e e t  
J a n e  S t e w a r t ,  J u n e a u  C F D C
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