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TO: Steering Committee Members

FROM: Elizabeth Cuadra ™" ™ 7

RE: Final Text of State Bill for Municipal Capital

Improvements

DATE: February 7, 1978

Some final clarifications have been made 1in the
text of Section 2. On Max Hodel®"s approval, the new Section
2 has already been transmitted to Chat Chatterton in the
State Legislature.

In your communications with legislators and others
concerning our bill, be sure to use this current version
only. For identification purposes, | have inserted the

revision date (1/30/78) at the top of page 2.
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AN ACT RELATING TO COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT AND STATE FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE FOR MUNICIPAL CAPjTAL IMPROVEMENTS
SECTION 1. (@) During each fiscal year, and in accordance
with agreements entered into by the State and the municipality,
the State shall allocate to every incorporated municipality
in the State of Alaska an amount equal to fifty percent
(50%) of the annual principal and interest owing by the
municipality on general obligation bonded indebtedness for
capital improvements incurred by the municipality after
1977, or, 1if monies are available, make a grant to the
municipality of fifty percent (50%) of the costs of the
capital improvement which the municipality seeks to construct
or acquire.

No monies under this act shall be applied to
principal and interest which was due and owing before 1979
or for general obligation bond 1issr.es authorized before
1970.
) The Department of Community and Regional

Affairs shall express its financial commitment to each
municipality, concerning each capital improvement project to
receive State monies under this act, in a written agreement,
before the project is begun, binding the State to its share
of the funding of the project; provided, however, that no

State monies shall be committed to nor expended for construction
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cost overruns or other crsts in excess of the original
project estimated cost, set forth in the agreement.
(©) State monies shall not be expended under
act for capital improvement projects for which the federal
and State actual funding level, under other programs, equals
or exceeds the 50f£ share established by this act for State

participation in municipal capital improvements.

SECTION 2. Any municipality may, for any proposed municipal
capital improvement eligible for State assistance under this
act, obtain from the State a grant for the capital improvement
in an amount equal to fifty percent (130fi) of the cost of the
project to the extent that monies are available for this
purpose. The municipal share of the funding of the capital
improvement may be obtained by the municipality from any
source lawfully available to it for such use, 1including but

not limited to the sale of general obligation bonds.

SECTION 3. No more 1in grants or for principal shall be
allocated to any municipality under this act than:
$3,000 general obligation bond indebtedness
per capita or $3,000 in cash per capita
on the first 1,000 population;
$2,000 general obligation bond indebtedness
per capita or $2,000 in cash per capita
on population over 1,000 but loss than

10,000;



$1,000 general obligation bond indebtedness per
capita or $.1,000 in cosh per capita on

population of 10,000 and more.

SECTION 4. Every municipality obtaining monies under this
act shall, by accepting such monies, be solely responsible
for the maintenance and operation of the capital improvement.
Nothing in this act shall obligate the State to participate
in or contribute to the cost of operation and maintenance of

such capital improvements.

SECTION 5. (@) No monies shall be made available under

this Act unless the municipality submits to the State of
Alaska Department of Regional and Community Affairs a five-
year capital improvement plan showing the capital improvements
planned for the municipality during the next five years, and

the planned sources of revenues to pay for the capital and



operational costs of Die capital improvements? provided that
the Department of Community and Regional Affairs shall make”
no determinations based upon its evaluation of the desirability
or priority of a project.

(b) No monies shall be paid as 50?. of Die cost of
a capital improvement or as 50?; of the annual principal and
interest cost of a capital improvement unless the municipality
has first obtained a written confirmation from the Department
of Regional and Community Affairs that the municipal capital
improvement .is eligible for matching by the State in cash, or
by paying 50% of the principal and interest upon general
obligation bonds authorized by the voters of the municipality
or to be submitted to the voters for authorization after
1.977. The Department of Community and Regional Aff 1irs
shall have the sole discretion as to whether 5n5 of a capital
improvement shall be funded in cash as opposed to the State
paying 50% of the principal and interest upon a general
obligation bond issue for a capital Improvement, but shall,
in any event, advise the municipality promptly whether the
proposed capital improveiuent, or portions of .it, will qualify
for State participation under this act, whether the State
participation will bo in cash or by the State paying 50% of
principal and .interest on the general obligation bond for
capital .improvements, and the approximate date upon which
any payments by the State 1in cash or toward the principal

and interest shall be paid.



SECTION 6. (@ The municipality shall provide the following
notice to the voters in any general obligation bond election,
both in the required notice of election and the ballot,
regarding State participation in the principal and interest
costs of the capital improvements:

Proposition (set forth bonding proposition)

(The State of Alaska may pay 50°S of the principal

and interest on the bonded indebtedness)

$

No bond notice, ballot or bond approval shall be
invalid because of failure to set forth the above notice.
The sole remedy of any aggrieved person, including the State
of Alaska, under this section,is an action for mandamus in
the courts of Alaska to require inclusion of the notice or
postponement of the election until the notice is included.

(b In addition, the municipality shall furnish a
noti.ee with tax statements mailed for the fiscal year for
which State aid for general obligation bonded indebtedness
or cash grants for capital improvements are received under
this act setting forth the amount made available by the
State to the municipality for that fiscal, year. This information
slta.ll be incorporated in any notice to the taxpayer required
under AS "13.18.030 in connection with State aid to local

governments.



SECTION 7. No monies shall be made available for principal
and interest under this act until January 1, 1979. Should
general obligation bonds be sold before January 1, 1979 and
should principal or interest payments become owing upon such
bonds before January 1, 1979, any monies owing by the municipality
upon such bonds before January 1, 1979 shall not be eligible
for matching under this act; provided that nothing in this
act shall be construed as prohibiting a municipality from
borrowing for planning, engineering, drawings, design,
specifications and bid documents in 1978 with repayment from
a State grant under this act, from proceeds of any authorized

bond issue or from municipal revenues as provided by lav;.

SECTION 8. () The State of Alaska Department of Community
and Regional Affairs shall promulgate regulations to implement
this act, 1including, but not limited to form of applications,
standards for determining eligibility of capital improvements,
determination of population, Tfinancial capacity, proof of
actual application of monies by municipalities to general
obligation bonded indebtedness, calculation of amounts to be
allocated to a municipality and time of payments.

(b In no event, however, shall the Department of
Community and Regional Affairs or any State official promulgate
regulations, review applications from municipalities or
otlierwi.se administer this act in such a manner as to diminish

the authority of municipalities, in their sole discretion,



to determine
therefor, or
communities.
a particular
shall become

.improvements

SECTION 9.

what types of capital improvements, or priori t.
design thereof, arc appropriate for their

No State judgment as to the appropriateness of
capital improvement .in a particular community
a factor in determining eligibility of capital

for funding under this act.

This act is effective immediately upon passage.



Alaska Jiiaie legislature
Senate

Committee on Pouch V

o : Community & Regional Affairs State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

March 9, 1978

James A. Poor, Mayor
City of Cordova

P. 0. Box 1210
Cordova, Alaska 99574

Dear Mayor Poor:
Senate Bill 507 ("An Act authorizing state aid to municipalities

for the construction and development of cultural facilities") and
Senate Bill 508 ("An Act providing for the issuance of general

obligation bonds...for the purpose of paying the cost of cultural
facilities") have been referred to this Committee for review and
action.

In order to provide the background needed by Committee members for
their consideration of this legislation, 1 would appreciate it if
you could make the following information available on the projects
proposed for your community:

1) What specifically would be the use of the facility and
what kinds of functions would be undertaken there which
could not be accommodated by existing facilities?

2) What is the total cost of the fa".. Lty? How much would
be locally funded?

3) What do you anticipate the annual operation costs of
the facility (maintenance, lights, heat, etc.) to be?
Ilow will funds be obtained to meet these costs?

4) Do you have a specific site located for this facility?
What 1is the land value of this site? Who currently owns
the site? IT not municipally owned, how will the site
be obtained?

5 Is this facility included 1in the community development
plan adopted by your community? Is this facility
included in your community®"s adopted capital improvements
program?



Mayor James Poor -2 - March 9, 1978

6) What additional infrastructure support will be required
(roads, sewers, power, etc.) for the site? How much will
this additional infrastructure cost for construction be?
How will funds be obtained for these costs?

I would also hope that you can inform me of any additional needs
and projections which you believe may develop in your community
for cultural facilities over the next decade.

Sincerely,

JOE ORSINI

Chairman, Senate

Community and Regional
Affairs Committee

JO :gd

Enclosure(s): (2
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PLEASE REPLY BY AIR MAIL

WARREN C. CHRISTIANSON
ATTCRVCT AT LAW

SITKA. ALASKA S9B35

POST OFFICE BOX 4
TELEPHONE TA-XIVX 6681
LINCOLN STREET

March 14, 1978

The Honorable Charles H. Parr
House of Representatives
Pouch V, Mail Stop #3100
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Parr:

The Sitka Community Action Group went on record March
13, 1978, as supporting your House Bill 768 and that of

Senator Rodey as to Senate Bill 508. We feel it is important

to get this bond 1issue out to the voters and also feel that

the quality of life is highly important in all of our Alaska

communities. I want to add my personal support for these
bills as well. I have seen what the summer arts camp here
at Sheldon Jackson has done for my children and feel the
cultural facilities would provide an even greater emphasis
on this 1line, one which 1is badly needed not only in Sitka,
but 1in other communities as well.

Concerning Senate Bill 507 and House Bill 769, 1 must
say that |1 much prefer Senate Bill 507 and also feel that

the land itself should be considered as part of the the con—

tribution. Land is extremely valuable 1in Sitka as 1in most
Alaskan cities and certainly represents a very valuable and
significant part of the total cost.

Very truly yours,

Warren C. Christianson
Chairman
Sitka Community Action Group

cc: Chairman of House Community &
& Regional Affairs
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99835

Chairman of House Finance ,

Chairman of Senate Community & /
& Regional Affairs

Chairman of Senate Finance

r

ist

§* ?



CITY OF DILLINGHAM'

P.O. BOX 191 DILLINGHAM, ALASKA 99576
TELEPHONE (907) 842-5211 or 842-5212

March 16, 1978

The Honorable Joe Orsini
Chairman, Senate Community

and Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Orsini:

In response to your letter of March 9, 1978 regarding Senate Bills 507
and 508, the following background information is provided concerning the
City of Dillingham"s proposed Regional Cultural Center:

1) The specific use would include an auditorium/theater seating 350 with
two classrooms which could be opened up to increase seating to 500; a
museum area; classrooms for the University of Alaska Extension Center;
day care center; office space for Bristol Bay Regional Resource Center,
Bristol Bay Native Association and Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation.
The theater would be used by the school for music and drama presentations
and rehearsals, for Beaver Roundup Activities, concerts and performances
sponsored by the Dillingham Arts Council, and would have projection
equipment for showing movies. There 1is presently no facility of this
kind in Dillingham or in the region. Also included in the plan is a
multi-purpose room which could be used for banquets, making the facility
a logical conference center. At present the only building which meets
any of these needs is the school gymnasium wh/ich is already heavily
scheduled for school activities. The school has no space for the music
or drama classes. Music classes are presently held in an old armory
which has no restroom facilities, very poor heating system, and is
scheduled to be moved or torn down this coming year.

2) The total projected cost is $9 million based on an estimated building
and equipment cost of $200/sq. foot. He would attempt to meet the 10% *
local funding by including land value and first year operating costs, as
well as the several thousand that have been spent and time donated

during the planning that has gone on in the past four years toward this
project.

3) Annual operation costs, including a manager for the facility, janitor,
and utilities 1is roughly $150,000. This amount would be increased by
from $50,000 to $90,000 a year depending on insurance coverage. The

cost of maintenance is to be met by rental of available office space

(see attachments).



The Honorable Joe Orsini
March 16, 1978
Page 2

4) The city has several possible sites but has not designated a specific

site for two reasons. The most desirable location is close to the high

school and there is a possibility that land presently owned by Alaska
Department of Fish and Game which is adjacent to the school may become
available to the City. Also, more land will be received from the Village
Corporation when their land is conveyed. If either of these land possibilities
present a more desirable site than those presently owned by the city, we

wish to utilize them. However, the City Council has, by resolution,

agreed to provide a site for the facility. Land value in the townsite

area 1is $30,000/acre and the facility would require an acre or more.

5) The facility is included in the Community Project Matrix submitted to
the Division of Economic Enterprise. We have no adopted capital improvements
program.

6) The location of the facility will be tied closely to existing or
planned buildings. A planned low-income housing project of 35 homes
will be built this fall, bringing improved water and sewer, roads, and
power to one potential site. A new judicial building would bring the
same infrastructure support to another potential site. It would be
expected that the total estimated figure of $9 million would cover the
cultural centers cost of hookups to existing utilities.

This center has been discussed at many City Council meetings and the
council has gone on record as supporting the plan and agreeing to accept
arid administer the monies for building it if they are received. The
council recognizes the problem of providing maintenance for the building
and many questionaires and contacts have been made to determine whether
the space rental available would be utilized and indeed provide the
revenue necessary. Each organization contacted has asked for more space

than when they were first contacted. If the money becomes available, a
definite committment will be requested from the agencies requesting
space before the building is begun. It is expected that the planned

facilities would meet our needs for many years to come.

This center would do a great deal toward meeting some of the presently
unmet needs in the Bristol Bay Region and it has regional support. We
would, however, encourage your committee to support House Bills 781 and
782 rather than Senate Bills 507 and 508 because communities such as

ours will surely need to include land value in order to provide matching
funds.

Thank you -or giving us the opportunity to provide input into this
matter.

Sincerely,

GORDON W. RYAN
City Manager

Gwr/jtm
ENC: Resolution No. 77-6 Potential Uses
Basis for Cost Estimates Maintenance Cost Estimates

cc: Senator George Hohnian



CITY OF DILLINGHAM
RESOLUTION NO. 77-6 - Regarding Proposed Regional Cultural Center
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DILLINGHAM THAT SAID CITY
IS A MUNICIPALITY DULY ORGANIZED AND EXISTING UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
ALASKA AND FULLY AUTHORIZED TO ENTER INTO THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION:

WHEREAS, a preliminary plan for a Regional Cultural Center has beer prepared
as a result of an assessment of community needs, and

WHEREAS, several Alaska communities are proposing a State Bond issue in 1978
to secure funding for facilities of this kind, and

WHEREAS, 1in order to be included in the State Bond Proposal thelocal project
must have the approval of the municipal authority, and

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that thp need for suchafacility exists
in Dillingham and the Bristol Bay Region,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That the City Council approves including the Dillingham Regional
Cultural Center on the proposed State Bond Issue Ballot in 1978.

2. That the City of Dillingham agrees to accept 1 le monies from such a
bond 1issue and toarrange for construction of the building.

3. That the proposed plan may be modified to meet the needs of the area
as they exist and will include a theater facility.

4. Thatthe City will work toward choosing a building site for the
facility.

5. That the City will be responsible for the operation and maintenance
of the facility once it is built.

6. That the project will be built 3 or more years away and the City reserves
the right to review the feasibility of this Regional Cultural Center and
act accordingly.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this ? day of 1977.

SEAL:

ATTEST:



PROPOSED REGIONAL CULTURAL CENTER

Rental Space Available in 14,942 sq.ft. Rental @ .85 sq.ft. $152,408
Plan "B"™ (Including that

designated for library

and day care center)

Rental Space Available 8,496 sq.ft. Rental. @ .85 sq.ft. 86,659
(Excluding library and

day care center)

Estimate of need given 20,950 Rental @ .85 sq.ft. $213,690
by potential lessees

(Does not include space

needs of school)

Other potential users and uses:

Chamber of Commerce - Beaver Roundup Activities

Dillingham Arts Council - Concerts, workshops, craft sales.

Films - Projection equipment part of plan, good revenue source.

Local Drama Group - Talent shows, plays. Good alternative to alcoholism due to boredom.
Library - Possible school library here if placed close to school.

School Superintendent - Has suggested his office here, present space for classrooms.

Museum

Workshop areas- Could be utilized by native groups, school, Univ. of Alaska. This
might also be a good alternative activity for community needs.

Convention Center - Could include handling of meals with kitchen facilities.

Local Potlaches and Banquets - Do not need elaborate kitchen, just essential things
plus space for sealing.
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m u% C8l1Y OF DILLIM M M

P.0. BOX 191 DILLINGHAM, acas kA 99576
TELEPHONE (907) 842-5211 or 842-5212

BASIS FOR COST ESTIMATES

DILLINGHAM REGIONAL CULTURAL CENTER

SPACE ALLOCATIONS: SQUARE FEET .
Stage/Auditorium/Classrooms 7,665

Museum and Craft Rooms 2,399 ST
Day Care Center 1,761

Rental Space
Bristol Bay Area Heqlth Corporation 4,000

Bristol Bay Native Association 6,000

University Extension Program 5,600

Regional Resource Center 2,000 17,600
General and Miscellaneous

Kitchen 207

Conference/Banquet Room 1,540

Boiler Room 1,216

Mechanical Equipment 1,026

Stairs and Elevator 464

Corridors 6,600

Toilet Area 540 11,593
TOTAL USEABLE SPACE %%,01%
TOTaL AREA PER OUTSIDE DIMENSIONS 45,000 |

COST ESTIMATE FOR PLAN "B" (45,000 cq/ft G $2U0/sq.1"t) io $9,000,000,00]

Current building costs in Dillingham vary but the recent school gymnasium
which included no restroom facilities and minimum equipment coot $150/0q.ft

to build and equip. The estimate of $200/aq.ft. for the Cultural Center
.is intended to include all equipment. - t

The preliminary plan is subject to change of use areas to be determined by
needs which may arise, but the major ureas huve remained unchanged since
the original plun was drawn in 1975. The primary intent io to allocate
enough space to meet community and regional needs and still allow enough

rental space to provide income for maintenance of the building. V iy-"TrZj"
v, ,1 Se \Y - 1 [ ] | e VI ., o f s ALK -

-_>

GORDON W. RYAN
City Manager



REGIONAL CENTER INFORMATION
MAINTENANCE COST ESTIMATES:

Based on High School Maintenance costs for comparable space:

Electricity $ 36,748
Fuel 16,808
Custodial 30,000

(2 $13,000)

Contracted Maintenance 16,562
Supplies 17,000
Manager 30,000

*Total $ 147,118

*Does not include insurance. High school is currently paying $68,000/yr.
Liability insurance would be needed if no other.

Comparison with Anchorage Historical & Fine Arts Museum:
They have 25,000 sq. ft. compared to our plan of 45,900 sq. ft.
1 Janitor @ $7.81/hr - $16,000+/yr.

All utilities including telephone - Pay a flat fee of $53,000/yr. to the
Anchorage municipality since they are owned by the municipality.

Insurance - Part of overall municipality policy so did not know how much
for this one building. Do have a fine arts floater @ $6,000 and Gen. Liability
@ $6,700.

They hire 15 full time people plus a manager.
INSURANCE INFORMATION FROM DAWSON € COMPANY:

Their only rough estimate was $1 per $100 valuation or$90,000/yr but this
could vary depending on what kind of sprinkler system, method ofconstruction,
etc. by at least as much as .25 per $1. This is also based on a $9 million
value.

RENTAL RATES IN DILLINGHAM AT PRESENT:

BBNA 1is paying roughly .75/sq.ft. Regional Resource Center .65/sq.ft.
Health Corporation is Interested in 5,000/sq.ft. and did not feel .85/sq.ft.
out of line for rent. Choggiung is not planning to include office rental

space in their proposed building other than to the state.

SPACE RENTAL ESTIMATE OF PROCEEDS:
15,000 sq.ft @ .85 = $153,000/yr @ .75 = $x35,000/yr @ .65 = $117,000/yr.

According to survey done, user groups would like more than the 15,000 sq.ft.
presently allowed for rental space.



City and Borough of Sitka

P.0. BOX 79  SITKA,ALASKA = 99835

March 16, 1978

Senator Joseph Orsini
Chairman, Senate Community and
Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini:

In reply to your letter of March 9, 1978, addressed to Mayor
Grussendorf regarding Senate Bill 507 and 508, first we wish to
advise you that we endorse HB 781 and 782 which provide two
specific items not contained in SB 507 and 508. The House Bills
allow for land to be used as part (or all if the land is valuable
enough) of the cash match. We ."spond to the questions contained
in your letter as follows: -

1. The intercultural Arts Center would serve all the arts
organizations and programs in the community. It would
provide spaces for concerts, theater performances,
dance companies (touring groups in modern dance, Tfolk
dance and ballet as well as our own New Archangel
Dancers), choral concerts, school bands and choruses,
local dance recitals, musicals, operettas, and the like.
It would also provide a high security art exhibit room
for both local and traveling exhibits. It would
provide workshop and classroom space for people in the
visual arts. Depending on itr location, it would have
daytime use by the colleges or public schools in the
community and after school, evening, and weekend use
by the community at large.

Briefly stated, it would provide a home for the
performing and visual arts programs in our community.

<S S ol



Senator Joseph Orsini -2- March 16, 1978

In the existing facilities, the only place where we can perform now
is the Centennial Building. It is a convention center with a flat-
floored auditorium and a "stage" AO x 11. Speaker"s platform is a
better term. Although we have local productions and touring programs
there, it is inadequate. There 1is no proper access to the stage;
there are no dressing rooms or make-up rooms; there is no wing space.
There is a room for art exhibits, but it is not high security, nor
humidity controlled. Consequently, we can not have touring exhibits
of c.iy arts that are of any value. We can not have a full-sized
symphony perform. We can not have a full performance by a ballet
company. We can not have a professional theater company. Locally,
we can net perform plays or musicals that require set changes of

any involvement. The full high school band can not fit on the stage,
so those performances are held in the high school gym where they can
not be heard.

2. The total cost of the facility, if built by 1980 including
site preparation etc., and 1% for Art In Public Places is
$9,500,000. We would fund 10% of the costs providing
Representative Duncan"s bills are enacted.

3. The cost of operating the facility is estimated to be
approximately $200,000 to $225,000 per year. The
building income would come from regular users from the
community (art groups and individual artists that might
want to use the building on a regular basis), groups
that want to use the building on an irregular basis (for
example, for one dance recital a year or one performance
by the Community Chorus), the schools that will use the
building, convention groups that can not be accomodated
by the Centennial Building, fund raising efforts for the
building by the arts groups, grants from the State Arts
Council, the National Endowment for the Arts, and private
foundations, and municipal support.

4. We have two sites under consideration. The first site
is comprised of two acres of land adjacent to Sitka High
School and is owned by the municipality. The other
site is comprised of 3h acres of land on Sheldon Jackson
College Campus. The Sheldon Jackson College site is
available through a long-term lease.



Senator Joseph Orsini -3- Narch 16, 1978

5. The proposed facility is not listed in our community
development plan, or capital improvements program. The
question of whether or not to construct the proposed
building will be put to the local electorate.

6. The road, sewer, water and power lines are already installed
in the areas adjacent to the sites under consideration.

We are of the opinion that the proposed facility for Sitka will meet all
the arts needs for the community (in terms of housing) not only for the
next decade, but for years beyond that. The proposed building for Sitka
may appear large now, but the needs of the future have been taken into
consideration. *

Very truly yours
f

Administrator
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HAINES, ALASKA 99827

March 17, 1978

Joe Orsini, Chairman

Senate Committee on
Community & Regional Affairs
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini:

The Lynn Canal Community Players, Inc. is one of the oldest little
theatre groups in Southeast Alaska, having given its first produc—
tion in 1957. By using one of the large unused buildings at old

Ft. Wm. H. Seward, this group was instrument 1 in initially estab—
lishing a cultural facility in the Haines area during the Centennial
year. However, this building is in sad need of renovation. The
Alaska State Drama Festival takes place here every other year (1979
will be next) and present facilities are woefully inadequate.

We wholeheartedly support the proposed bond issue which will make
facilities available to many other communities. Let us not let
this opportunity slip byl These centers will have multiple uses,
such as meeting rooms, convention centers, dinners, art shows and
displays, and adequate Tfacilities for visiting artists, both 1in
the performing and visual arts fields. Alaska is attracting tour—
ism— now a major industry. How much more could be done for the
visitor were such centers 1in operation.

We support SB 507 as a good bill and urge your committee to give it

a "do pass". However, we would urge an amendment to allow for local
land match. This would go a long way toward making this proposal
workable. We would also like to ask for the addition of an advisory
committee, feeling that this is a necessary function to determine
what communities are ready. We ask for your assistance on this pro—
posal.

Sincerely

LYNN CANAL COMMUNITY PLAYERS, INC

MImi Q. Q:
Secretary



HAINES BOROUGH

P.O. BOX H
HAINES, ALASKA 99827

March 21, 1978

Joe Orsini, Chairman

Senate Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V, State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini;

The Haines Borough is please to respond to your letter concerning SB 507
and 508, "An act authorizing state aid to municipalities for the construction
and development of cultural facilities,” and "An act providing for the issuance
of general obligation bonds for the purpose of paying the cost of cultural
facilities."”

You are no doubt aware that 12 communities around the state have been
Involved for several years planning cultural facilities projects which could
qualify under this legislation. These communities have an overall project
coordinator, Mrs. Shirley Rediger, who has an office in Juneau. Her address
is: Shirley Rediger, Coordinator, Cultural Facilities Development Committee,
127 South Franklin Street, Juneau, Alaska 99801. Telephone 586-6806

Mrs. Rediger will be glad to provide your committee detailed pre-hearing
information on the Haines project, as well as all other projects currently
active with the Cultural Facilities Development Committee. She has detailed
site, use, cost, operating costs, and infrastructure support information on
each project where planning has achieved this level of sophistication.

The Haines Borough, and the Cultural Facilities Development Committee are
supporting HB 781 and 782 sponsored by Representative Duncan and others. These
bills reflect the years of study which have gone into the project. Currently
HB 768 and 769, submitted by Representative Parr are also under consideration.
These bills do not reflect, on several critical points, the planning which has
gone into this project.

It is most important to the participating communities that the value of
real property put up by the sponsoring municipal government be usnble as a
match on the state grant f-."nds which would be available. The matching per—
centage formula in SB 507 appears to be a good one. SB 507 tails to mention
an Advisory Committee to the Department of Commerce and Economic Development
which HB 781 does provide for. The reasoning in favor of the advisory committee
will be presented to your committee during your hearings on the bill.

We are pleased that Senator Rodey s bill will be before your committee
and we look forward to the hearings on the bill; our representative will be
there to provide testimony.

Sincerely

Raymond Menaker, Mayor
HAINES BOROUGH
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KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH

344 FRONT STREET
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901

March 22, 1978

Chal rman
Araska State Senate

C"mr?%'t'd Comiites

Juneau Alaska 99811
Dear Mr. Orsini:

Your letter to Ma or erlram Moran has been referred to the
Ketchr an Gatewa% oroBg annrn% Department,  Under Crt?/ Resolutron
eg be Co munrtYnCenter Steer Cq
mrttee |s the designat ed o icy advrsory Committee t
Councr on matters” pertainin % to the proposed Communrtr{ Cent . The
annrn% gartment IS providing technrcal assistance to the Com
munity Center Steering Committeg.

1) What specifically would be the use of the facility and what
kinds of functions would e undertaken there which could not be”accom-
modated by existing facilities?

The Proposed facility will meet the theatre needs of the Arts

Council, the gallery needs of the commun!ty-at-large, and special
needs relatedgto th% arts. The theatre wrlly Be used for P
drama b First City_Players a other
dance Y KetchrkanyTh aytre Ba?et and ? groups
music " musical_ organizations. and groups
meetrng " communit rous vVIsSitors
lectures i (oommunrt S, vrshtors
education ommunit ool district, and other groups
f1lms r Communit Co e, m groups

Ketchik n does not have a theatre devoted {0 the Berformrn arts
and the Ketchikan Arts Council does not have grrorr se of any al-
ter ative spaces. The First C(JtYnPlaeyers have used ‘the Hrgh SC ooI

itorium, various taverns and mi aneoug structures for thejr
Performances These facilities do not provide adequate oRgortunrtSy
ehearsal, and they lack many basic theatre amenities. High Schoo



Mr. Orsini
March 22, 1978
Page two

does not have a Et ShB (pt storagse area, or light grid. f seats
1,200 and cannot e subdivi maller’ crowds and”personal per-
formances. The argest tavern can provide seating for 200, but it
lacks proper theatrg amenities.

The Ketchrkan Theatre Ballet has used the High School auditorium
and the Totem B g Council House for performances. The Council House
stands 150 and [acks seating.

esg e the lack of facilities the First Crty Plazers and the
Theaty a et marntarn ver actrve schedules. Eg ge r will
contain 1 gerormances | documentation has been provided to the
State Cultur | Facilities Development Committee.

The galler]y will meet a large varret?r of commupity needs. It can
be used for: dinner theatre or theatre-in-the-round, active recreation,
conventrons banquets, exhibits, and festivals.

Ketchikan does not have a large indoor multi-use space devoted to

th Bublrc There are four egymnasrums In the communrt u lic

scho @ an av%rage Sz 2SI, a mu r purpose

rooms r rrmar ), a smal Coast Guard @ and
Armor i There 1S no secure It s ace avarlable

on a te orar% asrs There are several med rum srze meetrn rooms
connected wit servrce clubs, hotels and restaurants, mgaxrmum seating
capacit meetrn% room IS between 150 to 200 o However,
no a eqyuate rcrent pace for conventions and meetr d)s of over

150 people is available.

The Armory hﬁs been used byé Arts Council for the annual art
show and ball. National Guar Hurrsdrctron over the tacility
and it has an increasingly limited availability to the public.

The Communrty Center wrll be designed to meet stpecral needs of the
%m unr(% ere are no pér lic or no gro fit factlities in the commugrty
whi quately meet the demands of lal interest arts, crafts, an
recreatronal groups.

2) What is the total cost of the facility? How much would be
locally funded?

The estimated cost of the facility is six million six hundred thou-
?and dojlars. $6,600 000. .The City of Ketchr an hs traditionall PI
rnanced Its s are 0of pub [ rm rovements. ré etchrkan participa-
tion will pro any de en In n rt on en Ing tate e rslatron and we
would supports ubsection f, page 3, of enate Bill' No. 507-

What do you ntrcr ate the annual o a on cost the facilit
marntenance ? hs, heatpetc to be? p will funds %e obtained to )
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March 22, 1978
Page three

meet these costs?
Operations Cost:

Director, receptionist, overhead $50,000

Maintenance 20,000

Custod|ans (contractual) 15,000

?um) 18S 5,000

rance 10,000

Ee%%tzlclll)ty 10,000
$1%g’,%%%/yr,

Revenue:

Performance Center $10,000 Less than 50% of operations:  income
gemal summer tourism ﬁroducnons

Open Space 31,500 LeF than 50% of operations.  income
rom charqes to private groups and

. athletic teams

Rad|ﬁ Sta}mn 5,000 Rent

Snack Bar/Lounge 15,000 Concession fees

Meeting Rooms Less than 50% of operations: charge

a% 26,000 {0 EJrlvate groups

Spema Use Rooms Less that 5% operations: charge

to classes
SUBTOTAL $67,500

Remainder - approximately $67,500 to be divided as follows:

Tax support $22,500 C|t}/ of Ketchikan (Parks& Recrea-
o lon De artmeng S
Subscriptions 22,500 Comrgunlt at-large, special interest

u
Bed Tax 22,500 Vlsqtorplndustry Levy
TOTAL $135,000
ﬂ you have as eC|f|c site Iocated for this famhty What 1S
the Ia d Val(f thlf ﬁ curtr)entg owns the site? [f not muni-
cipally owned, how will the site be obtained?

The first choice site is gwned b Ca e Fox N t| or oration. The
land value _Is e|n%r§&ot|a‘F betwee C|t g Corporation.  Cur-
rent appraisalis rise vvhen acces tilit |es are pro-
vided by the Corporation.

The second choice site is in mixed public/private_ownership. Th
appraised va?ue of .the prtlvate property 1s ﬁ) $V4 é) T%e site ﬁ/ould %e
purchased by the City.
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()J s this amhty mclude]d in th commumt gevelopment I[T)]Ian
adoio Zyour community? facl |t% Included In your co
unity's adopted capital ~ improvement program?

The 1977 0.E.D.P. Annual Reﬁort and Pro%ram Proj ect|on ||sts the
commumty center % s the number two development prior tg rom a lIst of

2 priorities.  There 1S no ca|o|ta |[mprovements program. T needs
are met bg the Comprehensive Plan and the Overall " Economic Deve opment
Program report.

0) V\/hat ad |t|op]a| in rastructur suopo t will e, requwed (roads,
SEWErs, power e or the 3|teb How mug t)s additio gal inft ra
gt)rst%gtur cost for construction be? Hw will funds be obtained for these

The first choice site is |ocated on an undevelop lateau close
to the downtown business district. As part P R rchase agreement
with Cape Fox Natlve CorPoratlon acces WI| be ¢o structed it out
cost to the C h Clty mlghF pay fcr the capital cofsth installed
H“ |t¥ %u(]pm nt, but not” for “the Installation.” Part ofthese costs  will
e reflected in the negotiated purchase price.

The seoond choice site is [ocated I the downtown area. The esti-
mated cost for sewer and water [ines |s

Over the next decade it is possible that the community center will
be expanded. Detaﬁjg Inf ormatntJ about tne community cen%er mc[udm
needs' documentation, sjte selectjon, B blo presentations, fund r alsm
an qrehmmar specifications, have been filed with  the State Cult o
Facilities Development Comm|ttee This information is, also fxva|lab e
from the K& PIanmn% Department. [T you have any additional data
needs, please contact me or Ron Wende

|ra Wing ?rad 1
Pfanning Director

Ron Wendte
Community Center Steering
Committee Coordinator

cc. Jim Van Altvorst
Ac ting City Manager



City of K odiafk

PHONE (907) 486- 3224
P.0.BOX 1397
KODIAK, ALASKA 99615

March 22, 1978

Senator Jo Orsini, Chairman

Senate Community 6 Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Senate Rills 507 and 508. Listed
below are the answers to questions in your March 9, letter.

1. A needs assessment was clone by the Kodiak Chamber of Commerce to
see what "kinds of activities could be utilized ifa facility were built. The primary
activity is a 500 seat theater. At the present time, the city"s only facilities for
cultural activities and large group gatherings for public purposes are the File's
Club, Hig;h School, and Jr. High School gymansiums, as well as the Borough
Assembly Meeting Room. None of these are considered adequate for meetings of
100 people or more.

The Kodiak Russian Dancers and other similar cultural groups find it very difficult
to utilize any of the above mentioned facilities. With a 500 seat theater wo would

be able to attract many new cultural and civic activities into the community, as well
as better serve the public with the types of activities that are now occurring.

In relation to the Community Collage, this new facility would provide classrooms
for art instruction and drama. This is a current need for the Kodiak Community
College. And is one of the reasons they are looking at giving us a piece of land.

2. The total cost of the facility is in the neighborhood of four million dollars.
We have approached the University of Alaska regents to obtain a piece of land at
the Community College campus, which is located in the City limits. At the present
time, we are looking at about six acres which includes parking. Local funding
is questionable, depending on the requirements of the legislation and the operation
and maintenance costs. The City of Kodiak does not have any funds currently
available in which to provide a local match.

3. The annual operating costs of the facility are approximately one hundred
thousand dollars. These funds can be raised in several different ways. One, of
course, is to charge for the use of the facilities. This would include conventions
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and others from inside and outside the community. Another way would be to
charge a hotel tax, that revenue could be earmarked specifically for the cultural
facility maintenance fund. This tax would be collected by the City of Kodiak.

4. As mentioned above, the specific site we are now looking at is located at
the Community College. We do not have the current value of this site, however,
this information will be provided as soon as itis available. The site isnow owned
by the State of Alaska and we are trying obtain it from the Regents. |In preliminary
discussions with the University, they are quite interested in the land donation,
as this facility would be utilized by the college as well. The last we heard this
request will be taken up by the regents at their next meeting in the early part
of April in Juneau.

5. The Community Development Plan is now being revised by the Kodiak Island
Borough planning commission. This facility will be in that plan. For the 1978
fiscal year, the City of Kodiak will have the cultural facility in its capital improvements
program. In addition, this type of facility has been mentioned as a priority item
in the City"s overall economic development program.

6. Depending on the specific location of the facility, we should have sewer,
roads and water to the site provided by the City of Kodiak. If funds were rict available
from the project, tae City of Kodiak would consider providing the necessary infra—
structure, however it depends on where the ultimate site is.

Ifyou require any additional information, please feel free to call on me at your
convenience.

Very truly yours,

CITY OF KODIAK

Ivan L. Widom
City Manager

ILW/yb

Enclosures
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March 22, 1978

SENATOR JOE ORSINI, CHAIRMAN
COVMUNITY AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

POUCH V
JUNEAU, AK.
9981 1

Dear Senator Orsini:

As a member of the Kodiak Culturﬁl Facilities Committee, the Chamber sent questionaires
to thirty organizations in Kodiak. These questions were as follows:

L. Would you use a center?
Answer.  Yes

2. Hw often? _
Answer:  As often as we have meetings.

3. How often do you hold meetings?
Answer.  From’six to twenty %er year,

A What type of organization? _ _
Answer. School, church, fisheries, canneries, Borough, City, Coast Guard, etc.,

genator the entire community of Kodiak is behind this project and the need is of a
esparate nature.

Kodiak does not at this time have a place to hold meetings anc functions.  The use for
a cu?turaf fact||faty in Komak ?s endl?ess. J

We now have the Elks Lodge and the Junior High School Gymnasium, neither of these are
adequate.

Kodiak is a very rapidly growing community and a cultural facility is a very needed
addition” to sup%ortptha){ 8rowthg Y Y y

could conti]nue with the need, however, in the interest of not Pe Iaborigi%kthe ;t)oint,

‘et e say that words are not ad? uate to express the true need for a Kodiak Cultural
facility,” therefore we respectfully request Eour able support.

DIRECTOR
CHAVBER COF
KODIAK, ALASKA

KODIAK A\UNICI PAL BUILDING « 5UITL 221 « P.0.BOX 1485 « KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 « (907)486.5557



CITY OF UNALASKA
P.0. BOX 89
UNALASKA. ALASKA 99685

58KK36XX
Capital! it ~feutions ~
581-1251

UNALASKA, ALASKA
March 24, 1978

The Honorable Joe Orsini, Senator
Chairman, Senate

Community & Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Joe:

I am responding to your letter to Mayor DeVaney regarding Senate Bills
507 and 508. We certainly see the merit of these bills and enthusias—
tically support them. We definitely would wish to be included and named
in the bill"s roster of proposed recipients.

Our needs at the moment would be minimal, 1indeed, 1in comparison to the
requests of other communities, but no less important or redeeming.

As you might be aware from your involvement in our community planning we
have been attempting to restore the old bishop"s rectory in Unalaska,
which was built in 1882 for Bishop Nestor and partially destroyed by fire
in 1957. It is the community®s intent to utilize this very important site
of community heritage as a museum and repository of Aleut culture not only
for the Unalaska area, but the entire Aleut Native region.

This edifice served as the residence of Orthodox Bishops, priests, and teachers
for several decades. It became the center of Russian school activities at
Unalaska and prior to its devastation by fire, was contiguous to the rectory.

A major portion of the rectory was saved. The house is built of California
redwood and contains the fine lines and beauty of 19th century homes. It is
our intent to restore the building as closely as possible to its original
architecture.

We have proceeded as far as our meager funds would allow and at least have
it weatherproofed now. It is our estimate that to complete its restoration,
landscaping, and furnishing the building for museum purposes with repository
containers and fire safety mechanisms would require $100,000.

Again we support Senate Bills 507 and 508 and request our inclusion in the
amount of $100,000. at its inception. I wish to personally thank you, Joe,
for thinking of our community and enlightening us on this worthwhile piece
of legislation.



CITY OF CORDOVA
o o 2 Box 1210
CORDOVA, ALASKA 9%/74

“The Friendly City”
March 28, 1978

The Honorable Joe Orsini

Chairman, Senate Community and Regional
Affairs Committee

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini:

Mayor Poor has asked me to repond to your letter regarding
Senate Bills 507 and 508. I have answered point by point.

1. Be used for all school and community gathering including
school assemblies, theatre productions, school and community
concerts, medium size conventions (350 seats) and art display
area.

2. It is estimated to be $3.A million based on 1980 costs.
At present time the community has agreed to provide the real
estate for the facility. The plans have been paid for and
funds are available for completion of schematic drawings.

3. It is estimated that the maintenance costs will vary
between $22-28,000 annually depending on use. Funds would
have to be generated from use of hall and the school district.

4. Yes. $12,000, The City of Cordova.

5. No, however, the comprehensive plan was published
February 1976 and the cultural center plan was not developed
until November 1976. It is not in the Capital Improvement
Program.

6. Parking lot would help but available space other than the
school parking lot and adjacent on street parking is all that
would be available without condenmation and removal of
existing structures. No price tag for this is available at
this tinme.
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The Arts and Pagents, 1Inc. Board feels that this facility
would provide adequate home fo.r visual and performing arts
for the next decade.

Me appreciate the opportunity to respond to your 1inquiry.

cc Chris Putnam
Chairperson-Cordova Arts &

Pagents, Inc.
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March 30, 3978
. Honorable John L. Rader
President of the Alaska State
Senate
Pouch Vv
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear John:
This is to inform you that the Anchorage Municipal Assembly,
following review, formally endorsed and encourages support of
the following legislation:
CS for SB 471 - an Act relating to Annual Motor
Vehicle Registration
MB 781 - an Act authorizing state aid to Municipalities
for the construction and development of
Cultural Facilities
HR 783 - an Act providing for the Issuance of General
Obligation Bonds in the amount of
V30,106.900 for the purpose of paying
tne cost of Cultural Facilities; and
providing for an effective date
The Assembly formally voted its support of this legislation on
Tuesday, March 28, 1978,
It would be greatly appreciated if you would inform all members of
the Senate of this action.
Sincerely,
Mary Coffey
Municipal Clerk
ce: Paul Brown, Alaska Reportory Theater
Carol Derfiler, Alaska Council on Arts
Betzi Woodman



C j
/ 2358121

BOX 3% CITY OF HOWMER HOMER, ALASKA 99603

March 30, 1978

Senator Joe Orsini, Chairman

Community & Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V, State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini;

I am in receipt of your letter of March 14, concerning
Senate Bills 507 and 508 and my response is contained herein.

The City of Homer is presently planning a Community Cen—
ter Complex, a total design concept which is desperately need—
ed and applicable, 1in part, to the intent of these Senate Bills.

The Center will include such facilities as a Performing
Arts Theater and the Homer Museum. Certainly these facilities
are very much culturally oriented, and as such would be elig-
able for participation in the cultural facilities progranm.

Preliminary planning indicates that the Performing Arts
Theater (which would also function as City Council Chambers)
should be a minimum of five hundred seating capacity, and being

of sufficient design to accomodate future expansion. A seat—
ing capacity of this size 1is expected to require a 7,500 square
foot facility. Estimating costs of $100.00 per square foot

reflects total costs of $750,000.00 for this proposed facility.

(1)



The existing Homer Museum comprises some 4,800 square

feet. Last year some 22,000 visitors enjoyed the exhibits
there, and this type of public facility can only be expected
to increase in use. However, this existing facility can not

be expanded due to the limitations of the property dimensions
without costly appropriation of funds to purchase adjacent
property. Additionally, the total "community use"™ concept

of a Community Center dictates that this type of facility be
included within the Center. It is anticipated that 5,000
square feet, with appropriate facility design to accomodate
future expansion, will be sufficient. At an estimated cost
of $ 100.00 per square foot, total costs of $500,000.00 are
realized.

Hence, participation by Homer for this cultural facili—
ties program would be $1.25 million.

I appreciate your concern for our community and thank
you for the opportunity to express our needs for cultural
facilities.

Gary Williams
Mayor /

GW/1Im

(2)



Friday, April 7th
Assembly 103

Senator Orsini:

We received a phone call from Nome today, from Lynn Chambers and

Leo Rasmussen, asking us to pass on the message to you that,

in

answer to your letter to Mayor Rasmussen, yes, they df want to

be included in the Cultural Facilities monies.

They want 5.63 million for a Cultural Center in Nome for the
Northwest Alaska Region.

Leo Rasmussen is following up this message with a letter to you.

Fran Cole
A_A_. for Representative Nakak

Message copies: Rep. Schaeffer
Sen. Ferguson



Home of the End of
IDITAROD TRAIL RACE
BOX 2
PO.BOX 281sNOME, ALASKA 99762
NOME, ALASKA 99762 TELEPHONE (907) 443-5242
443-2919,-2798,-2900

Office of the Mayor
LEO B.RASMUSSEN

April 11, 1978

Joe Orsini

Chairman, Senate

Community 8 Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini

The council took action on R-78-4-3 in regard to SB
507 and 508.

We are requesting that we be included in these bills
for an amount of 5.63 million dollars to provide for construe
tion and development of a cultural facility for the City of

Nome. I appreciate your letter noticing us oTr.this legislate
and 1 hope that we can be included in the FfinMjL makeup o"\£hi
bill. *hM> uii.-,

Also included is R-78-4-6 speaking to Ij® 1isentativ
Nakak®s HB 260 to provide for a port facility. 1A wouldJ
iate>vour consideration when it comes to tJieJ oor. A

Leo B. Rasmussen
Mayor

Supportthe DITAROD TRAIL RACE

ALASKA®"™S GREATEST DOG MUSHING EVENT



JMaska |$iate Mcgtslature
Cnmitke o

Nla Pouch \
. . Community & Regional IS State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

March 14, 1978

Leo Rasmussen, Mayor
City of Nome

P. 0. Box 281

Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Mayor Rasmussen:

Senate Bills 507 and 508 authorizinn state aid to municipalities
for the construction and development of cultural facilities have
been referred to this Committee for review and consideration.
(Copies of the bills are attached for your information).

At this time, the Committee is aware of twelve Alaskan communities
which have proposed slightly over $72 million in cultural projects
under the provisions of this legislation 1iiilLroduced by Senator Pat
Rodey. They include Dillingham ($9 million), Cordova ($3.4 million),
and Petersburg ($3.5 million). Since your community was not one

of those listing plans for cultural facilities, | would appreciate
your reviewing the attached bills and notifying the Committee if
your community would wish to participate in the cultural facilities
program, assuming it is approved by the Legislature.

I would also appreciate any other comments or suggestions you might
have on the proposed legislation.

Sincerely,
|

JOE ORSJNI

Chairman, Senate

Community and Regional
Affairs Committee

JO :gd

Enclosure (s): SP 507 and 508



&]Jit j.-oe ;*’o
Mayor Rasmussen
Action Taken:

Yes/j700/#other/ /

R-73-4-3

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AUTHORIZATION

RY THE STATE OF ALASKA FOR THE CONSTRUC-—
TION AND DEVELOPMENT OF A CULTURAL
FACILITY PROGRAM FOR THE CITY OF NOME

IN THE APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF S5,630,000

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Legislature is currently seekino input
from Alaska communities concerning Senate Bills 507 and 508, and

WHEREAS, these Senate Bills are concerned with estahlishing
within the Department of Commerce and Economic Development a cultural
facilities development fund for the purpose of providino state assist—
ance in the cot itruction and development of cultural facilities within
those municipa ™. ies which actively provide support to the arts and
humani ties,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT I1ERFBY RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL
OF NOMF, ALASKA that the City of Nome support the authorization by the
State of Alaska for the construction and development of a cultural
facility prooram in th “ 630,000.

SIGNED and DATED this
Alaska.

LocPE Rasmussen, Mayor

ATTEST:



NOME REGIONAL, CULTURAL CENTER'

In response to a letter from Joe Orsini, attached, the following
rough plan was put together by Lynn Chambers, of the Nome Eskimo
Community, with planning assistance fronm:

Caleb Pungowiyi, BSNA

Tom Ellanna, Kawerak

Jerry Trigg, Sitnasuak

John Pollock, King Island Native Corporation
Charles Kokuluk, King Island IRA Council

Ray Penetac, King Island IRA Council

Jeanette Morton, Nome Museum/Library Committee
Caroline Reader, Nome Historical Society

The purposes of the cultural center will include:

To research, record and revive the regional Eskimo Cultures
To Tfoster Eskimo visual & performing arts,

To foster contemporary visual & performing arts,

To collect, house & display artifacts of the region.

To research & record the gold mining history of the region.
To research & record the western whaling activities of the

area.
7. To research record, and promote the City of Nome"s history,

U~ WN -

The space requirements are approximately:

Auditorium (includes sLage, back-stage) 6000 sq. ft.
Museum display area 3500 sq . ft.
Museum workshop/s torage 2000 sq . ft.
Visual Arts Workshops 2000 sq . ft.
Sled & boat building 1000 sq. ft.
Kitchen - Eskimo food preparation & recipe

writing 500 sq . ft.
Antro/Historical Research 800 sq. ft.
Conference room 300 sq . ft.
Office space 1000 sq. ft.

17 ,100 sq. ft.

Calculating construction costs at $300 per sq. ft. (approx. school
construction costs oT~$2Z50 pfiis $50 to include Tfurnishing) the
cost of construction of the cultural center would be approximately
$5,130,000., plus an acquisitions budget of $500,000, for a total

of $5,630,000.

Funding for future acquisitions, the cities 107, of construction
costs, maintenance and operation ol, the facility, could be liandled
by a non-profit corporation now 1in the organization stages, under
t.he Hirection of l.ynn Chambers and the planners 1involved in this
report. The non-profit corporation 1is planning to apply for a

*nceds a name



planning grant, most likely from the Rockerfeller Foundation.

Those funds would be used to hire a fund raiser for the Center,

to work full-time raising funds. Application to the Rockerfeller
Foundation will be made as soon as Articles of Incorporation are
filed with the State and the IRS 501 (c3) exemption status is granted.



What the Center w ill include:

- activity centers for

story telling, reading & writing

- traditional arts workshop

- contemporary arts workshop

- food preparation & recipe writing

- anthropological studies

- historical studies

- preforming arts

- dog team, sled building, harness
making

- boat building

- eskimo medicine

- old style houses from differentareas on Seward Peninsula
- Kazghi,to use as story telling center

- Arts & Crafts sales shop

- collect artifacts

- audi torium

- mountedanimals displayed

- collectpresent day tools, cloths, equipment

- museum to include past & present

- develop media programs

What the Center will do:
|

collect stories, legends, history
- sponsor exhibits of - traditional arts
- art ifacts
- sponsor carnivals especially at
Christarns

- sponsor special art classes

- sponsor contests

- reproduce artifacts (making replicas) for sale

- artists - in - residence

- revive old ways - including medicine man

- classes scheduled 1in each activity center

- sponsor special demonstrations by visitors from out of town
& residents

- sponsor tourist attraction programs



How the Center will

provide space
hire staff to

do the”e things:

include

director/curator
anthropagist

historian
arts-in-residence
lay-instructors

clerical staff

grant writer
co-ordinator-of-activities
security

locate funding for special activities

volunteers
CETA



Requesteo Rv:
Mayor Rasmussen

Action Taf/pn;
Yos/"p“o/"

R-78-4-6
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING INTEREST IN
SEEKING TNr CONSTRUCTION OF A PORT

FACILITY FOR THE CITY OF NOME, AND
ENDORSING HR 260

WHEREAS, the Alaska House of Reoresentatives has introduced
HR260 which provides for ten per-cent (107.) matchinn funds for nort
facilities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Nome is desirous of constructing a oort
facility,

NOW THEREFORE Br IT HFRFBY RESOLVED RY THE COMMON COUNCIL of
NOMF, ALASKA, that the City of Nome express interest in seekino the con—

struction of a port facility for the Citv of Nome, and in so doinn, endorse
HR 260.

SIC,MFD AND DATED this 1=7R. at Nome, Alaska.

Leo R. Rasmussen, Mayor

ATTEST:



City of Galena

PO. Box 149
Galena, Alaska 99741

Telephone (907) 656-1281
April 12, 1978

Joe Orsini

Chairman, Senate

Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini:

The City Council has reviewed the bills | received from
your office pertaining to th e construction of cultural facili—
ties. The City of Galena is extremely interested in the pro—
posed legislation and, if approved., would be interested in

developing plans for a $2 million facility.

We are expressing our full support for the pending legisla—

tion and our desire to participate in th e program.
Thank you for notifying us of this proposal.

Sincerely,

Hollis M. Mitchell
City Manager

HM/ph



flasks ji>iale ~Ecgtslature

Senate

Committee on Pouch
Official Business Community & Regional Affairs une%tuateA%ﬂ(gom

June 5, 1978

James A. Poor, Mayor
City of Cordova

P. 0. Box 1210
Cordova, Alaska 99574

Dear Mayor Poor:

House Bill 781 ("An Act authorizing state aid to municipalities
for the construction and development of cultural facilities") has
been referred to this Committee for review and action. A copy of
the bill is attached for your information and review.

House Bill 781 1is the House version of Senate Bill 507, 1in which
we have had previous correspondence with your office. HB 781 has
been amended by the House Finance Committee, with additions not
previously 1included 1in the other proposed legislation.

In the Committee Substitute version, two additions have drawn our
attention:

(1) Page 6, lines 10 and 11: "for purposes of this section,
a cultural facility may be considered an educational
facility"”

This inclusion of educational facilities appears to
greatly broaden the scope of the legislation. Your

input and proposals concerning educational facilities
to be included would be appreciated.

(2) Page 6, lines 22 through 29; and page 7, 1 _nes 1 through
20: establishing an Advisory Commission on Cultural
Facilities, membership as recommended by the State Coun—
cil on the Arts.

This new commission would assume design and financing

responsibility and authority. Because of the range of
-oonsibili ties of the proposed commission, this

Committee would very much appreciate your comments.

Due to this late date in which the legislation has been referred to
this Committee, it is very necessary that we receive your 1input and
comments quickly. There 1is great interest in passing the legislation
out of Committee, but we are also concerned that your community"s
needs are met.



Mayor James A. Poor
Page Two
June 5, 1978

We would also appreciate any other comments or suggestions you
might have on the proposed legislation.

Sincerely,

JOE ORSINI

Chairman, Senate

Community and Regional
Affairs Committee

JO:gd

Enclosure: HB 781
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THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU
CAPITAL OF ALASKA
155 SOUTH SEWARD ST. JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

date: June 7} 1978
file NO. HB 781

SUBJECT:

Honorable Joseph Orsini, Chairman

Senate Community Regional Affairs Committee
Pouch V - Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Orsini,

Your letter of June 5, 1977 to Mayor Overstreet has

been referred to my office for a response. The municipality
is pleased that your committee still has CSHB 781 (Fin.)
under active consideration. We offer the following comments

in response to the two questions you raise in your letter.

First, as to the addition of the language relating to
the facility being considered an educational facility, it is
my understanding based on a conversation with the prime
sponsor that this language was added to insure that the
Haines Borough would be able to construct a cultural facility
under its limited third class borough powers. This purpose
could be clarified by inserting the phrase "in a third class
borough”™ before the semi-colon in line 11 on page 6 of the
bill.

As 1 read the section relating to the Advisory Commission
on Cultural Facilities, the State Council on the Arts would
merely provide a list of candidates to the Governor, and it
is the Governor who would actually appoint the members.

Also, the committee is strictly advisory and has no respon-—
sibility or authority for design or financing. It is there

to assist the community in conducting its needs assessment

and to review and comment on local proposals, if the community
requests such assistance. In addition, the committee would
advise the commissioner on construction assistance requests.
Design and financing responsibility and authority would

remain with the muncipality but be subject to approval by

the commissioner. We have no objection to the creation of

an Advisory Commission such as the one proposed in CSHB 781
(Fin.). It is substantively the same commission as was
proposed in the bill as introduced with the addition by

House CRA Committee of the duty to assist those municipalities
requesting assistance.

FORM ND. QQJ 7



Honorable Joseph O rsini
June 7, 1978
Page Two

We urge the committee to hold a hearing on the bill at
the earliest possible date and to refer this bill and an
appropriate bonding measure out of committee with a favorable
report.

Gerald L. Sharp
City/Borough Attorney

GLS/sm

cc: Mayor Overstreet
Jane Stewart



CULTURAL FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

CITY

Angoon (Detailed)
Anchorage (Detailed)
Cordova (Detailed)

Dillingham (Detailed)

Haines (Detailed)
Ketchikan (Detailed)
Juneau (Detailed)
Kodiak (Detailed)
Naknek (Detailed)

Petersburg (Detailed)

Sitka (Detailed)
Skagway

CITY

Galena (Non-detailed)
Homer (Detailed)

Nome (Non-detailed)
Unalaska (Detailed)

(Program Costs
cosT
500,000.
25.000.000.
3.420.000.
9.000.000.
1,474,614,
6.000.000.
12.300.000.
4.000.000.
400,388.
3,549,910.
7.000.000.

("Stalemate"

(Program Costs
COST
2,000,000.
5,630,000.
1,250,000.

100,000.

Per Capita)
POPULATION

287

180,658
2,046

1,269

1,366

11,490
20,465

7,901

2,216
7,650

position at this

RESPONSES TO COMMITTEE LETTER

Per Capita)
POPULATION
631
2,585
1,538

510

time)

PER CAPITA
1,742.16
138.38
1,421.45
7,092.20
1,079.50
522.20
601.00
506.25
1,669.80

915.00

PER CAPITA

3,170.

2,178.

813.

196.



CULTURAL

CITY
Angoon
Anchorage
Cordova:
Dillinghanm
Haines:
Ketchikan:
Juneau:
Kodiak:

Naknek:

Petersburg:

Sitka:

Skagway:

FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

(Program Costs Per Capita)

COST

500,000.
25,000,000.
3,420,000.
9,000,000.
1,474,614.
6,000,000.
12,300,000.
4,000,000.
400,388.
3,549,910.
7,000,000.

("Stalemate"

POPULATION
287
180,658
2,046
1,269
1,366
11,490
20,465

7,901

2,216
7,650

position at this time)

%

$ PER CAPITA

$ 1,742.
1,383.
1,421
7,092.
1,079.

522.
601.

506.

1,61.9.

915.

16

80

.45

20

50

20

00

25

80

00



CULTURAL FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE %

(Program Costs Per Capita)

CITY COST POPULATION $ PER CAPITA
Galena 2.000.000.00 631 $ 3,170.

Homer 5.630.000.00 2,585 2,178.

Nome 1.250.000.00 1,538 8,128. TIT

Unalaska 100,000.00 510 17>61. /$L



CULTURAL FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

(Preliminary Data for Bond Issue)

Contact person:
Shirley Rediger
State Coordinator
586-6806 Juneau
225-3077 Ketchikan
127 So. Franklin St.
Juneau, AK 99801

Allan Gregg
President, CFDC
Box JE& f*it
Wrangell, AK
Phone 874-3570



BACKGROUND:

A state wide hearing conducted by tine Alaska State
Arts Council in 1974 revealed a crucial needs for cultural
facilities in most Alaskan carmunities.

A direct resultant of this hearing was tine formation
of a state conmittee. This committee developed the concepts
ard found funding for a Theater Development Project, a unique
experiment in a community arts planning. An appropriation of
68,000 from the Alaska Legislation, 10,000 grant from tine
National Endowment For The Arts, fund 5,000 from each participating
municipality was secured. This funding allaved comnunities to
hire consultants and technicians to implement the planning
process. For tine most part, communities used the services of
Eldon Elder Associates, Inc., 27 West 67 Street, New York,

New York 10023.

The plans developed for each community are available”
under separate cover. A typical report of the planning and
research in each community includes the following:

History of the Project

Comnunity Characteristics

Plan Development

Cost of Project

Site Selection

Reccrrmendations for Future Action

At the present time the Cultural Facilities Development
Committee has engaged a part time executive to assist the conmittee
is compiling the data necessary to promote and implement a bond
issue which will provide the funds necessary to build these
Cultural Facilities.



This is a brief outline of the Cultural Facilities Development
for your initial review.

However, detailed data available by Novemter 1st on these
facilities will include:

1. Comprehensive report from Eldon Elder Associates
or other theater consultants, (see sample book
attached)

2. Summary statement of the facility: purposes for

which it will be used; why it is needed: what
benefits will accrue the community; hew maintenance
staffing and programming for the facility will be
financed.

3. Summary of physical layout: space allocations,
dimensions and schematic drawings, 1if possible.

4. Site acquisition: a copy of written agreements
where applicable.

5. Cost breakdewn: architect"s and engineer 3
fees, equipment, parking, inflation (1979-80
construction target dates) 1% construction cost
for art works.

6. Official letter or resolution from municipality
to show municipality"s willingness to administer
funds for construction and management of facility
(if appropriate).



COMMUNITIES INVOLVED IN THEATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

ccmrnmities have been involved in planning
for a cultural facility. The communities are as follows:

Anchorage Naknek
Angoon Petersburg
Cordova Sitka
Dillingham Skagway
Haines Juneau
Ketchikan ttee/>'rt K _

BRIEF SUMMARY DESCRIP1TON OF EAOI FACILITY

ANGOON: Contact Person Maxine lhonpson
City Clerk
P. 0. Box 189
Angoon, AK

This cultural facility will be called the Living
Museum. Its primary purpose will be to serve as a museum for
the artifacts cwned by the conmunity.

Hie building will be fireproof which will maximize
the security of the art objects. Local clans and individuals
may deposit their artifacts in this facility for safe keeping
and may check thun out to use for dancing, pay-off parties
or other Indian activities. Another facet of the proposed
facility will be space and equipment which can be used for
cultural arts activities, particularly, Tlingit dancing,
movies, speakers, lectures and so on. It is felt that this
building will be great asset in developing tourism.

The building is 2,000 square feet of space and will
oost #500,000. City land will be used and the City will
own the facility.



ANCHORAGE: Contact Person Betzi Woodman
117 E. Cook Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone 277-0764

Roy H. Helms

Alaska State Council
on the Arts

619 Warehouse Avenue
Suite 220

Anchorage, AK 99501

Phone 278-1558

Anchorage®s cultural facility will be part of the
Anchorage Center, a complex for cultural, recreational,
comnunity and convention activities. Hie need for an Art 5
facility has been defined by the Mayor®s Advisory C8nmittee.
138 groups performed in Anchorage in 1975 and an estimated
250 groups performed in 1976. The existing facilities cannot
accommodate the demand for space. It is felt that an arts
facility would greatly enhance the ability of the local
groups, such as the Civic Baxret, Civic Opera, Symphony,
Comnunity Chorus atrl Comnunity Theater to offer more and
better quality performance to Anchorage residents.

Hie Cultural Facilities Development Committee lias
budgeted 25 million for this facility.

CORDOVA: Contact Person Chris Putnam
P. 0. Box 518
Cordova, AK
Phone 424-7369

The proposed building in Cordova — The Cordova
Arts and Humanities Center, is conceived as a facility avail—
able for use by schools, the comnunity, and outside groups
for performances and other purposes. The primary use of the
building will be for a 350 seat theater with a secondary use
as an Arts and Crafts school and show area. Cost of facility
53,720,000.



DILLINGHAM: Contact Person Dorothy Anderson
P. 0. Box 234

Dillingham, AK
Phone 842-5302

A multi-purpose cultural facility is being planned
for Dillingham. This building will have many functions in—
cluding performing arts, day care center, comnunity education,
radio broadcasting and university extension courses.

Dillingham is the center of a 10 village comnunity
and this facility will serve the entire regior as well as the
village of Dillingham. The cost of the facility is 9 million.
The city of Dillingham agrees to own the facility. A site
is available for this building.

HAINES: Contact Person David Y. Nanney
General Delivery
Haines, AK 99827
Phone 766-2763

The city of Haines is renovating and expanding the
Chilkat Center for the Arts. The Chilkat Center for the Arts
is an historical building renovated in 1967. The proposed
renovation and improvement program will provide much needed
equipment and space to insure that a complete facility which
will meet the needs of the community will exist, in Haines.
This will include renovation of heating and plumbing systems,
improved building insulation and fire protection, renovation
of second floor space to a multippurpose social center and
rehearsal room, expanded lobby and display space- construction
of a new wing to house shops, dressing roams, storage areas,
and pew mechanical equipment and improvements to lighting and
sound equipment. Cost of project is $1,474,614.00



KETCHIKAN: Contact Person John W. ™"Jack"™ Shay Jr.
P.0. Box 3159
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Ketchikan is developing a plan for a multi-purpose
cultural facility that will implement furtnering both the
performing and the visual arts in a manner that will enhance
the artist and his work, the cultural opportunities of the
local camiunity and the interests and needs of visitors to
Ketchikan. A 400 seat theater is planned. Basic structure
will be approximately 15,320 aquare feet. Total cost of
project is $6 million.

JUNEAU: Contact Person Jane Stewart
925 Calhoun
Juneau, AK 99801
Phone 586-1220

Juneau will be building a Performing Arts Center.
This proposed new center will contain 5900 square feet of
floor space. A medium size theater capable of holding 700 to
750 people and a smaller flat floor "forum” with retractable
theater seating capable of holding 20 to 250 persons for
meetings and cultural presentations. The building also would
contain a scenery workshop, costume workshop, a crafts shop
for local artists, dressing rooms, rehearsal halls, a performer
waiting room (green room), besides office space and radio and
future television operations. Projected cost of this facility
is $12.3 million.

KODIAK: Contact Person Gerald C. Wilson
P.0. Box 1792
Kodiak, AK

The Kodiak Conmunity Center will be a round type con—
struction quite similar to the center in Fairbanks. It will be
used by every people-oriented organization in Kodiak for art,
dance, craft, theater workshops, meetings, crab festivals, state
activities, conventions, meetings, education, fisheries oriented
businesses, U.S. Coast Guard functions. Kodiak growth makes the
Comr.unity Center essential to the carmunity®s survival. Projected
cost is $4 million.



NAKNEK: Contact Person Anita Erickson
Box 136
Naknek, AK 99633

A carmunity cultural center museum is proposed in
Naknek. This will be a single story 8 room building with
2,152 total square feet. This facility will provide a focal
point for local cultural programs. Artists could arrange
displays and instruction sessions using the facilities. By
viewing museum exhibits, visitors to tire area could obtain
an idea and an appreciation of the transition in life styles
that has ocurred locally in recent time. At tire present time
tire oral history program and the collection of historical
objects are stored in a Bristol Bay Borough school building.

The shortage of storage space in tire school may
force these accumulated historical materials to be stored in
private homes.

"lire cost of this building will be $-5Qtt7¢<K), -/o00i ,m& £

PETERSBURG: Contact Person Syd Wright
Petersburg High School
P. 0. Box 289
Petersburg, AK 99833

"lire proposed Petersburg Fine Arts Center lIras a 350
seat theater with supporting rooms, a lobby arts and crafts
display area, an arts and crafts room and space for tire local
FM radio station. This theater will be built on school property,
lire proposed facility will be a comnunity center and open to
use by everyone. “lire maintenance, staff.ing and programming will
be carried out under tire existing school, administration structure
with the possible addition of a part time technical theater person.
The cost of proposed project is $3,549,910.



SITKA: Contact Person Jan Craddick
P. 0. Box 678
Sitka, AK 99835
Phone 747-8581

The proposed Intercultural Arts Center in Sitka is
a 68,000 square foot arts center which has been designed to
house both tire performing and visual arts. lire center spaces
will include a 750 seat procenium theater, 250 seat arena
where productions can be staged in-the-round, a high security
art exhibit area, two la-/ security areas for art displays,
a comnunity crafts workshop, scene and costume shops, a green
room and office spaces. Most if not all of these spaces can be
used for a variety of functions. Tire theater can be used for
dramatic and musical productions, for conventions and for public
meetings. The arena can also house conventions, and when its
bleacher seating is folded back can serve from a caterer”s
kitchen, 200 in a banquet setting.

"lire projected construction and equipment cost for tire
facility is$9.Smillion (if the building is completed in 1980)
as opposed to $7 million if it were built today.

SKAGWAY: Contact Person Diana Cates
President, Skagway Arts
Council
P. 0. Box 116
Skagway, AK 99840

The initial plans for performing artsfacility in
Skagway were to reirovate the old railroad depot. "Dierailroad
building would be remodeled to acconmodate a theater/auditoriurn,
office/exhibition center. Since this building is owned by the
U.S. Department of Interior National Park Service, a cooperative
joint effort with die city has been attempted. However, at this
point in time, die National Park Service has taken die position
diat the plans conceived by die dicater consultant, Eldon Elder
are too ambitious and may be in conflict widi die National Historical
Preservation Act (Section 106)

Since die Skagway comnunity and the Park Service are in an
apparent "stalemate" position at this time, die Skagway Performing
Arts Center will not be included in the bond package, unless die
difficulties are resolved in the next 30 days.



SOTr
THE AMERICAN LEGION - DEPARTMENT OF ALASKA
P. 0. BOX 250 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802
January 21, 1978

Resolution passed by the Department Executive Committee
at Haines, Alaska

RESOLUTION NO. 78-3

WHEREAS, It is recognized that the existence of adequate cultural
facilities in Alaskan communities is of direct benefit to the economy and
quality of life in such communities; and

WHEREAS, The educational and cultural programs made possible by
such facilities have been proven to be a determent to crime and social
deviance; ~.nd

WHEREAS, Legislation is now being proposed to provide state match—
ing funds for the construction of such facilities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That The American Legion, Department of Alaska, in Exec—
utive Committee Meeting assembled in Haines, Alaska on January 21, 1978,
supports in"concept the proposed legislation to implement, by law, State of
Alaska matching grant funds to communities which qualify for justified cul —
tural facilities and projects; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urges the Legislature of the
Stace of AJnska and the Governor to act favorably on the legislation so that
a bond issue for first increment funding can go before the voters of the
State in November of 1978; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to each member

of the Alaska Legislature and to the Governor of Alaska.

/s/ Wallace E. Utley
WALLACE E. UTLEV
Department Commander

ATTEST:

WILLIAM C. KELM
Department Adjutant



reclMt
5 C/d A SB 507

Assumptions:
1. Personnel Services

One Professional person, a Capital Improvement Project Coordinator
(range 20) will be required. This position will:

a) establish an inclusive application process

b) work closely with each community which applies for
cultural facility funds

c) administer the grant program

d) oversee the engineering and architectural work and;

e) prepare the financial package to go to bid.

(Salary $2,296 per month, plus benefits of $567 per month.)" tA/.t-0:.-

In addition, one clerical person working half-time will be required.
Clerk Typist Il1l (range 8) for correspondence, filing, etc.

-1
(Salary $546 per month plus benefits of $169 per month.) v

2. Travel requirements are estimated at 12 trips 0 $300 per trip (per
diem included in estimate). These trips will be required during
the application process, to meet with the cultural coordinating
committees over architectural designs and engineering estimates and
during the early stages of construction.

3. Contractual

A. Rent - 250 feet™-@ $1.25 per feet™/month ... .............. $3,700
B. Telephone, communicationS......ciiciioieoaeaaeceaanaancannn 1,000
C. Postage, el C....o..ioiii i i iaieimaa e 300
D. Printing and advertisSing . ...oouiioiirooma i aaaaaaaaaans 1,000
E. Professional fees and servicesS......ocoooiiiiieaanaaaaaanan. 1,200

4. Commodities
Office supplies ... 300
5. Equipment

Desk, chair, file cabinet, calculator........ ... ... ... .... 1,500

After FY "79 - Inflation estimated @ 6% per year

Equipment and advertising - larger expenditures required first year.

C u *sua-\ IO
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781: AN ACT AUTHORIZING STATE AID TO MUNICIPALITIES FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CULTURAL FACILITIES, and
/#B 782: AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION
BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,106,000 FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE
COST OF CULTURAL FACILITIES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

These two bills would authorize the State to assist municipalities in
the development and construction of cultural facilities through grants from
a proposed "1978 Municipal Cultural Facility Fund". Because of the obvious
need for cultural facilities in Anchorage, the Municipality of Anchorage
supports this bill.

Sydney Laurence Auditorium and West High School Auditorium with
respective seating capacities of 650 and 2,000 are the two primary performing
arts facilities in Anchorage, and the Visual Arts Center is the only primary
visual arts facility in Anchorage.

All three of these primary arts facilities are overused during the peak
use period between January and April. Five different performing groups
will want to reserve the same date for a performance at Sydney Laurence
Auditorium or West High School Auditorium. Because the number of rehersals
exceed performances by a 7 to 1 ratio over actual performances, the usage
problem for performing arts facilities is critical. Those performing groups
fortunate enough to reserve a date at the primary facilities must often reherse
at cramped and wholly inadequate secondary facilities, and the performing
groups not so fortunate must both perform and reherse at such secondary
facilities. The fact that the Visual Arts Center is overused is obvious
because it is used daily-Sunday through Saturday-52 weeks a year.

All three primary arts facilities are also inadequately equipped.
Sydney Laurence Auditorium has inadequate lobby and box office and
dressing room space. It has no shop and storage space and its audience
floor is not sufficiently raked; therefore, sight lines are obscured. The
stage, backstage, and storage space at West High Auditorium are all too
small. It has no shower facility. The acoustics there are a problem,- and
the lighting and sound equipment is dated. Because the Visual Arts Center
was originally designed as the Alaska Centennial Building, it is even more
inadequately equipped than the other two primary arts facilities. It is overcrowded.



b» kick.-; adequate lighting in the gallery and professional studios. It
lacks adequate heating, and it has no special storage areas with technical
consideration for art collection, unpacking shows, stone and other bulk
materials.

Anchorage has become a remarkably prolific town for community
artistic activities. It is much more active in this regard than other cities
of identical size throughout the United States. Such interest deserves
attention; the Municipality therefore urges action on HB 781 and HB 782
consistent with our needs.
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" “PLEASE NOTE**

THE ORGINAL FILE CONTAINS AN OVERSIZED DOCUMENT THAT

IS UNSUITABLE FOR FILMING. PLEASE REFER TO THE ALASKA

STATE ARCHIVFS TO VIEW THE ORIGINAL.
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