


S E N A T E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S e n a t o r  J o e  O r s I n i  
C h a i r m a n

Spnat-p B i l l  No. 47
P r i m e  Sp or

C roft.

R e s o l u t i o n  No.

T h i s  B i l l  is c u r r e n t l y  in the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Y o u r  r e s p o n s e ,  as 
p r i m e  s p o n s o r ,  to the f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  s e r v e  to 
h a s t e n  C o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n  o n  this Bill.

1. W h a t  is the n e e d  f o r  y o u r  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  w h a t  is 
the g o a l  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  to a c c o m p l i s h ?

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time, if a p e r s o n  m a k e s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  (painting, 
l a n d s c a p i n g ,  f e n c i n g ,  etc., on t h e i r  hqfle t h e  v a l u e  g o e s  up and 
t h e y  p a y  m o r e  taxes. T h i s  d i s c o u r a g e s  so m e  p e o p l e  f r o m  i m p r o v i n g  
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  i m p o s e  a m o r a t o r i u m  on s u c h  i n c r e a s e s  
and e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  to b e a u t i f y  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .

2. A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  v i a b l e  w a y s  of a c c o m p l i s h i n g  this 
s a m e  g o a l ?

A  s y s t e m  of  g r a n t s  o r  l o a n s  m i g h t  be  u t i l i z e d ,  b u t  this s e e m s  m o r e  
c u m b e r s o m e  and p r o b a b l y  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e .

3. P e r s o n s  or  g r o u p s  y o u  k n o w  of w h o  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  the 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

I k n o w  of n o  o r g a n i z e d  s u p p o r t  for the bill.

4. P e r s o n s  or  g r o u p s  y o u  k n o w  of w h o  a r e  o p p o s i n g  the 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o p p o s e d  t h i s  t y p e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  
b u t  I d o  n o t  k n o w  of a n y  s p e c i f i c  o p p o s i t i o n  to th i s  bill.

5. C a n  y o u  f o r e s e e  a n y  n e w  p r o b l e m s  that m i g h t  b e  c a u s e d  
as a r e s u l t  of e n a c t m e n t  of  y o u r  b i l l ?

If n o t  p r o p e r l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  by the M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  be 
p r o b l e m s .

6. W h a t  is the e a r l i e s t  ti m e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  the S e n a t e  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  to c o n s i d e r  
y o u r  b i l l ?

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  the C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r i n g  the b i l l  t h e  w e e k  of 
F e b r u a r y  28.



O f f e r e d  i n t h e  S E N A T E :  B y : s e n a t o r  o r s i n i

To: ___________________________ S E N A T E  B I L L  No. M _________________

H O U S E  B I L L  No. ______________________

Pa g e : i  L i n e : ___________________

On li n e  10, d e l e t e  all l a n g u a g e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  the w o r d  
" M u n i c i p a l i t i e s "  t h r o u g h  li n e  1 6 , e n d i n g  w i t h  the w o r d  
" s t r u c t u r e "  a n d  i n s e r t  the f o l l o w i n g :

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  m a y  by  o r d i n a n c e  e x e m p t  f r o m  t a x a t i o n  a l l  or 
C ' a n y C j a r t ^ of t h e ^ I n c f e a s e D  in a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of i m p r o v e m e n t s  

to r e a l  p r o p e r t y i f — stfch i n c r e a s e  in a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  is 
d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to a l t e r a t i o n  of the n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  
of the l a n d  or n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e p a i r  or r e n o v a t i o n  of an 
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  ancU-ifrtrh^-aitjeisiion, m a i n t e n a n c e ,  
r e p a i r  or r e n o v a t i o n  ,(^hen c o m p l e t e d , 1 e n h a n c e s  the e x t e r i o r  
a p p e a r a n c e  or  a e s t h e t i c  q u a l i t y  of Tfhe l a n d  or s t r u c t u r e

L i n e  21, d e l e t e  " c o n t i n u e s  fo r "  a n d  i n s e r t  " m a y  c o n t i n u e  f o r  
u p  to"



P. 0. Box 223 

Douglas, A l a s k a  99824

February 10, 1977

The Honorable Joseph Orsini, Chinn.

Senate Community & Regional Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, A laska 99811

Re: SB No. 47

Dear Senator Orsini:

I a m  writing you as a citizen of Douglas for the past 

25 years, a property owner and as a member of the Project Pride 

Committee of the Juneau Borough.

For years, I have felt that the home-owner w ho takes 

pride in keeping his property in good repair and making exterior 

improvements that w o u l d  enhance the appearance of the property 

is penalized b y  having to pay a greater tax assessment than the 

slob down the street who has a comparable piece of property but 

does nothing in the way of maintenance or beautification, and the 

home is usually surrounded by junk cars, abandoned trailers, etc.

Maybe I am wrong, but I have felt that perhaps the fear 

of having to pay increased taxes was the primary reason for the 

slob's life-style. With this bill and given wide p u blicity once 
it becomes law, I would hope all of Alaska will embark on a giant- 

size cleanup campaign with empassis on paint-up, fix-up.

M y  membership on the Project Pride Committee has been 

mainly directed toward pursuing the possibilities of a tax credit 

or rebate when the property owner makes exterior improvements, but 

without this type of enabling legislation j my efforts have been in 
vain.

With the passage of this bill, not only will the property 

owner benefit, but the neighborhood, the community, city and state 

as well. I urge your support of the bill it has been long over due.

0
incerely yourri',

Tulie H . •Isaac
i  f

PS Please advise m e  when this will be taken up 

by  your committee. My phone is 364-2431.

T h a n k  y o u .



H a i n e s  B o r o u g h

P .O . Box  sa i/V  
Haines, Alaska 99827

February 16, 1977

•Senator Joe Orsini 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Orsini:

The Haines Borough Assembly wishes to thank you for your letters 
and copies of proposed bills which may have an effect on our municipality.

Please accept this letter in support of Senate Bill No. 47 - "An 
Act allowing municipal property tax exemptions for certain improvements 
to real property." This bill was discussed at great length and the 
Assembly feels that if passed, this would be of a great advantage to 
the taxpayers in our area. We are constantly receiving comments concern­
ing the increase of taxes due to improvements on their homes. Many of 
the residents of Haines feel that they should be given "a break" for 
trying to keep their homes nice looking which, when completed, would 
enhance the exterior appearance or quality of the land or structure.

Also, for your information, I am sending to you a copy of the minutes 
for a meeting held concerning the recent attorney general's opinion con­
cerning third class borough powers and a copy of the newpaper article that 
was published by our local paper, the Chilkat Valley News. V/e would be 
Interested in any comments you may have concerning our problem here in 
Haines.

Thank you for your time and concern.

Sincerely,

Secretary

Enclosures



by Bill Hartmann

A  Icrgo public turnout packed tho mein 
school bend rcom last Tuesday night during 
a special Borough mcc'ing called to discuss 
what should bo done concerning tho now 
Stato attomoy general's opinion concoming 
third closs borough powers.

W hat the attorney general's opinion said 
was that tho powers of a third class borough 
ore limited to ONLY education. No sorvicc 
districts, or no powers of planning, zoning 
or plotting may bo exercised. This was in 
direct contradiction to an earlier attorney 
general's opinion, and went against what 
mony in tho Hoinos Borough understood as 
being tho powers of tho third class borough, 
o f v/hich Haines is tho only ono in tho 
Stato.

A t tho invitation of the Borough Assem­
bly, Jesso Dodson, special assis'.cnt to tho 
governor, and Bruco Aronson of tho Depart­
ment of Community end Regional A ffa irs 
wore in Haines to discuss tho matter end 
what action Haines Borough officials should 
take.

Tho major problems tha t tho attorney 
general'o opinion poso for tho Haines Bor­
ough Is tho withholding of somo revenue 
sharing funds end the forbidding c f any 
possibility of tho Borough establishing firo 
service districts outsido tha City limits.

I t  was Mrs. Dodson's opinion that i f  tho 
area needed moro powers, i t  would havo to 
form unothor form o f government. This ad­
vice sparked a heated round o f questions 
asking if, in affect, tho Stato was trying 
to forco Haines to form a second class bor­
ough. Although this was cmphaticcily de­
nied by tho Stoto officials, it  was presented 
as oro altcmato solution to tho present con­
flic t.

It was pointed out by Mayor Gall Wallaco 
that tho City is acting illegally by extending 
f/ro sorv-.os outsido tho City, and that this 
problem cculd hovo disastrous offccts ot 
any time. Firo Chief Frank Wallace stated 
tha t tho deportment had a test run to ena­
ble people outsido tho City to obtain bettor 
Insurance rotes, but they aro now told that 
thcso pcopie must bo within a sarvico area 
to qualify.

Some peoplo fall iho best answer was to 
opt for forming a second class borough, tho 
only additional mandatory powers being 
theso-of planning, platting, and zoning. This 
would also permit tho borough to form cr.y 
necessary service areas without problem. On­
ly those residents in the area would ba towel 
far tho added eorvice. Tho major objection 
to tho secnr.d clcss borough expressed by 
public comment was not wcntlng planning

or zoning outsido the City. Howovor, It was 
pointed out that tho Stato could como In 
and plan and zono tho borough If It wanted 
to, becauso any powers not granted to a 
borough automatically rest with tho Stato.
Tho Stato would then plan and zono the 
area and tho area would pay for it even­
tually In some form.

Several moro alternatives wcro discussed.
Ono was to osk tho legislature to pass o bill 
clarifying tho pov/ors of tho third closs bor­
ough. Another was to ask the legislature to 
initiato a closs-oction suit to determine: a) 
if  tho third class borough is legal, end, b) If 
tho attorn; y general's opinion on borough 
powers is correct. Still further, tho local 
borough could oxcrciso tho questioned pow­
ers and toko tho Stato to court If challongod.

Although no definitive action was token 
ot tho meeting, tho borough assembly w ill 
Investigate questions roisod at tho mooting 
ond then coll another public meeting Inter.
Tho Tuesday night meeting was ably chaired, 
by Borough AAayor David Black, who along 
with other members of th e  Assembly and 
City mcda up tha ncnel. Tho others, In ad­
dition to Dodson and Aronson wore Mayor 
Gail Wallcce, City Administrator Den Beck- r  
beret, Councilman Harold Hannon and Jon 
Halliwill, and Borough Acsembly members 
Pot Jcncs, Erwin Hertz and Poul Swift.

Becauso of on ir.creaso o f skipping end 
uncxcuscd tardiness to clcssss, tho Haine: 
High School Is revising its ottcndancc regu­
lations. The following administrative regula­
tions ore beginning Immediately:

Students aro expected to be present end 
punctual 10 all classes throughout tho yeer. 
Uncxcuscd absences will result In an "F "  
grado for tho days or periods missed. Both 
oxcuscd and unsxeused absences or tardi­
ness may result in lower grades if  homework 
assignments a rcnot made up promptly. A  
student's 'absence is to bo explained by a 
note signed by one of his or her parents or 
guardians and presented to tho pricipal's 
offico when ho or sho returns. [>

Tho high school will operate under a pol­
icy of closed campus. Students aro to remain 
in school from tho timo they arrivo until 
they oro dismissed to return with tho ex­
ception of tho lunch hour.

If o student must leave tho school, he or 
sho must obtain an "o ff  campus pass" from 
tho office. If tho student needs to Icavo 
school during o closs period, ho or sho must 
obtain an o ff campus pass before clcss be­
gins and present tho pass to the classroom 
teacher before ho of sho is permitted to 
leave. The poss must be signed by the per­
son at tho student's destination, end when 
tho student returns, ho or sho must bring 
the signed poss to tho offico to obtoin cn 
odmit slip to class. L

Leaving the school grounds during tho 
day without permission v/ill be considered a 
♦ruancy or skipping offense. Skipping will bo 
k< ndlcd in a numbor of ways:

1. Detention
2. Parent confercnco.
3. In-school suspension.
4. Suspension. £

Dolcntion rnoy be given for the first of- 
fcnic; succeeding violations will bo handled 
accordingly.

If for any rccron a student is tardy, ho 
or sho must obtoin a slip frcm tho offico be­
fore he or cho Is permitted Ii-.ta c lc 'i. A ll 
uncxcuscd tardy dips v.lll car- c? penalty 
of a half-hour dstsntlen. i: a I-,
ostair,e-J by o t :r, ha < r r.ha m u't hr-i



S E N A T E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G I O N A L  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S e n a t o r  J o g  O r s i n i  
C h a i r m a n

■Sonata B i l l  No. 47  C r o f t
P r i m e  Sp o r

R e s o l u t i o n  No.

T h i s  B i l l  is c u r r e n t l y  in the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Y o u r  r e s p o n s e ,  as 
p r i m e  s p o n s o r ,  to t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  s e r v e  to 
h a s t e n  C o m m i t t e e  a c t i o n  on t h i s  Bill.

1. W h a t  is t h e  n e e d  f o r  y o u r  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  w h a t  is 
t h e  g o a l  y o u  a r e  t r > :n g  to a c c o m p l i s h ?

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  i f  a p e r s o n  m a k e s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  ( p a i n t i n g ,  

l a n d s c a p i n g ,  f e n c i n g ,  e t c . ,  o n  t h e i r  hqtfe t h e  v a l u e  g o e s  u p  a n d  

t h e y  p a y  m o r e  t a x e s .  T h i s  d i s c o u r a g e s  s o m e  p e o p l e  f r o m  i m p r o v i n g  

Llieir p r o p e r t y .  T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  i m p o s e  a m o r a t o r i u m  o n  s u c h  i n c r e a s e s  

a n d  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  b e a u t i f y  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .

2. A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  v i a b l e  w a y s  of a c c o m p l i s h i n g  th i s  
s a m e  g o a l ?

A  s y s t e m  o f  g r a n t s  o r  l o a n s  m i g h t  b e  u t i l i z e d ,  b u t  t h i s  s e e m s  m o r e  

c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  p r o b a b l y  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e .

3. P e r s o n s  or g r o u p s  y o u  k n o w  of w h o  a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  the 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

I k n e w  o f  n o  o r g a n i z e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l .

4. P e r s o n s  or  g r o u p s  y o u  k n o w  of w h o  a r e  o p p o s i n g  the 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o p p o s e d  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

b u t  I d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  a n y  s p e c i f i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l .

5. C a n  y o u  f o r e s e e  a n y  n e w  p r o b l e m s  th a t  might: b e  c a u s e d  
as a r e s u l t  of e n a c t m e n t  of y o u r  b i l l ?

I f  n o t  p r o p e r l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  
p r o b l e m s .

6. W h a t  is t h e  e a r l i e s t  t i m e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  the S e n a t e  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  to c o n s i d e r  
y o u r  b i l l ?

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  b i l l  t h e  w e e k  o f  

F e b r u a r y  2 8.



P. 0. Box 223 

Douglas, Alaska 99824

February 10, 1977

The Honorable Joseph Orsini, Chmn.

Senate Community & Regional Affairs Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: SB No. 47

Dear Senator Orsini:

I am writing you as a citizen of Douglas for the past 

25 years, a property owner and as a member of the Project Pride 
Committee of the Juneau Borough.

For years, I have felt that the home-owner who takes 

pride in keeping his property in good repaii and making exte..ior 

improvements that would enhance the appearance of the property 

is penalized by having to pay a greater tax assessment than the 

slob down the street who has a comparable piece of property but 

does nothing in the way of maintenance or beautification, and the 

home is usually surrounded by junk cars, abandoned trailers, etc.

Maybe I am wrong, but I have felt that perhaps the fear 

of having to pay increased taxes was the primary reaso. for the 

slob's life-style. With this bill and given wide publicity once 
it iecomes law, I would hope all of Alaska will embark on a giant- 
size cleanup campaign w i t h  empassis on paint-up, fix-up.

My membership on the Project Pride Committee has been 

mainly directed toward pursuing the possibilities of a tax credit 

or rebate when the property owner makes exterior improvements, but 

without tins type of enabling legislation-, my efforts have been in 
vain.

With the passage of this bill, not only will the properly 
owner benefit, but the neighborhood, the community, city and state 

as well. I urge your support of the bill it has been long over due.

incerely youi

■ f X /

e H. Isaac

PS Please advise me when this will be taken (̂J,p 

by your committee. My phone is 364-2431.

Thank you.



H a i n e s  B o r o u g h

p.o. Box m n
H a i n e s ,  A l a s k a  95o27

February 16, 1977

Senator Joe Orsini 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator O r s i n i :

The Haines Borouph Assembly wishes to thank you fee your letters 

and conies proposed bills which m a y  have an efi ,-ct on our municipality.

Pleaae accept this letter in support of Senate Rill No. 47 - ''An 

Act allowing municipal property tax exemptions for certain improvements 

to real property." This hill was discussed at preat length and the 

Assembly feels that if passed, this would be of a preat advantage to 

the taxpayers in our area. We are constantly receiving comments c o n c e r n­

ing the increase of taxes due to improvements on their homes. M a n y  of 

the residents of Haines feel that they should he piven "a break" for 

tryinr to keen their homes nice lookinp which, when completed, would 

enhance the exterior appearance or quality of the land or structure.

Also, for your information, T am sendinp to you a copy of the minutes 

for a meetinp held concerning the recent: attorney general's opinion c o n­

cerning third class horouph powers and a copy of the newpaper article that 

was published b y  our local paper, the C h i T ,'at Valley News. We would he 

interested in any comments you m ay have concorninp our problem here in 
Haines.

Thank yo\\ for your time and concern.

Sincerely,

Secretary

Enclosures
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orouqh pov/ers: tor eoucation only/ ?

b y  B i l l  H a r t m a n n

A  l a r g e  p u b l i c  t u r n o u t  p e c k e d  t h o  m a i n  
s c h o o l  b a n d  r o o m  l a s t  T u e s d a y  n i g h t  d u r i n g  
a  s p e c i a l  B o r o u g h  m e e t i n g  c a l l e d  t c  d i s c u s s  
w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  c o n c e r n i n g  t n o  n e w  
S t a t o  o t l o m o y  g e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h i r d  c l a s s  b o r o u g h  p o w e r s .

W h a t  t h a  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  s a i d  
w a s  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r s  o t  a  t h i r d  c l a s s  b o r o u g h  
o r o  l i m i t e d  t o  O N L Y  e d u c a t i o n .  M o  s e r v i c e  
d i s t r i c t s ,  o r  n n  p o w e r s  o f  p l a n n i n g ,  z o n i n g  
o r  p l o t t i n g  m a y  b o  e x e r c i s e d .  T h i s  w o s  In  

d i r e c t  c o n t r o d i e t i u , ,  *o a n  e a r l i e r  o t t o i n e y  
g e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  w e n t  o g a i n s t  w h a t  
m a n y  i n  m o  H a i n e s  B o i o u g h  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  
b e i n g  t h o  p o w e r s  o f  t h o  t h i r d  c l a s s  b o r o u g h ,  
o f  w h i c h  H o i n o s  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n o  I n  t h e  
S t a t o .

A t  t h o  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h o  O o r o u o h  A c s ' m -  
b l y ,  J o s s e  t o d s o n ,  s j  o c l a l  a e s l s ' m t  t o  t h o  
g o v . - m o r ,  a n d  B r u c e  A r o n s o n  o f  t h o  L- 'p o r t-  
r n e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
w o r e  i n  H a i n e s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h o  m a t t e r  o r d  
v/h a t  a c t i o n  H a i n e s  B e  o u g b  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  
f a k e .

T h o  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h o  o t t c m e y  
g e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  p o s e  f o r  t h o  H a i n e s  B o r ­
o u g h  I s  t h o  w l t l ' J - o ’ d l n g  n f  s e m e  r e v e n u e  
s h a r i n g  f u n d s  c ss ' i  t h o  forbidding ° f  a n y  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h a  B o r o u g h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f i r o  
s e r v i c e  d i s t r i c t s  o u t s i d o  i h o  C i t y  l i m i t s .

I t  w o s  M r s .  D o d s o n ' s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i f  t h o  
a r e a  n e e d e d  m o r o  p o w e r s ,  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  
f o r m  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T i l l s  a d ­
v i c e  s p a r k e d  a  h e a t e d  r o u n d  o f  q u e s t i o n s  
a s k i n g  i f ,  i r i  e f f e c t ,  t h o  S t a l a  w a s  t r y i n g  
t o  f o r e o  H o m e s  t o  f o r m  a  s e c o n d  c l a s s  b o r ­
o u g h .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  w a s  e m p b a t i c o l h '  d e ­
n i e d  b y  t h o  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  I t  w a s  p r r ' c n t e d  
a s  o n o  c l t o m a r o  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n ­
f l i c t .

I t  w o s  p o i n t e d  o u t  b y  M a y o r  G c i l  W a l l a c e  
t h a t  d  o  C i t y  i s  a c t i n g  i l l e g a l l y  b y  e x t e n d i n g  
f i r o  s e r v i c e s  o u t s i d o  t h o  C i t y ,  o n d  t h a t  t h i s  
p r o b l e m  c o u l d  h o v e  d i s a s t r o u s  o f ' '  -c is  o t  
o n y  t i m e .  F i r o  C h i e f  F r a n k  W a l l a t .  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h o  d e p a r t m e n t  t r a d  a  t e s t  r u n  t o  e n a ­
b l e  p o o p ln  o u t s i d o  t h o  C i t y  t o  o b t a i n  b e t t e r  
in ' . u  . i  ; e  r o t e s ,  b u t  t h e y  o r e  n o w  t o l d  t h a t  
t h e  ft p e o p l e  m u s t  b e  w i t h i n  a  s e r v i c e  o r c o  
t o  q u a l i f y .

S o m e  p o e r l o  f o l t  t h o  b e s t  a n s w e r  w a s  t a  
o p t  f o r  f o r m i n g  a  s e c o n d  c l a s s  b o r o u g h ,  t h o  
o n l y  a d d i t i o n a l  m a n d a t o r y  p o w e r s  b o l n g  
t h o s e  o f  p l a n n i n g ,  p l a t t i n g  a n d  z o n i n g .  T h i s  
w o u l d  a l s o  p e r m i t  t h o  b o r o u g h  t o  f o r m  o n y  
r o c  u c i r y  s e r v i c e  o r  " ' I t h o u t  p r o b l e m .  O n ­
l y  t h e ; ,  r e s i d e n t s  I n  t h e  u r e a  w o u l d  b o  t a x e d  
f a r  t h o  o d d c d  s e r v i c e ,  T h o  m u j o r  o b j e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  s e c o n d  c h s 3  b o r o u g h  e x p r e s s e d  b y  
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  w a s  n o t  w a r . t i n g  p l a n n i n g

City to select municipal building sit

o r  z o n i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  C i t y .  H o w e v e r  I t  w a s  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h o  S t o l e  c o u l d  c o m e  In  
o n d  p l a n  a n d  z o n e  t h o  b o r o u g h  I f  I t  w a n t e d  
to ,  b e c a u s o  a n y  p o w e r s  n o t  g r a n t e d  t o  a  
b o r o u g h  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e s t  w i t h  t h o  S t a t e .  
T h o  S t a t o  w o u l d  t h e n  p l a n  o n d  z o n o  t h e  
a r e a  o n d  t h o  a r e a  w o u l d  p a y  f o r  i t  e v e n ­
t u a l l y  I n  s o m e  f o r m .

S e v e r a l  m o r o  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w c r o  d i s c u s s e d .  
O n e  w o s  t o  o s k  t h o  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p o s s  a  M l  
c l a r i f y i n g  t h o  p o w e r s  o f  t h o  t h i r d  c l a s s  b o i-  
o u g h .  A n o i h e -  w a s  t o  o s k  t! a l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
I n i t i a t e  o  c l a s s - o c t i o n  s u i t  t o  d o t o rm i r i e :  o) 
i f  t h e  t h i r d  c l a s3  b o r o u g h  i s  l e g a l ,  a n d ,  b )  i f  
t h o  o t t o i n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  o n  b o r o u g h  
p o w e r s  i s  c o r r e c t .  S t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  t h o  l o c a l  
b o r o u g h  c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n e d  p o w ­
e r s  o n d  t o k o  t h o  S t a t o  t o  c o u r t  i f  c h a l l e n g e d .

A l t h o u g h  n o  d e f i n i t i v e  a c t i o n  w o s  t o k e n  
o t  t h o  m e e t i n g ,  t h a  b o r o u g h  o s s e m b l y  w i l l  
I n v e s t i g a t e  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  o t  t h e  m e e t i n g  
e n d  t h e n  c a l l  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  l a t e r .  
T h e  T u e s d a y  n l o h t  m e e t i n g  w o s  a b l y  c h a i r e d  
b>' B o r o u g h  M a y o r  D a v i d  O l a r k ,  w h o  a l o n g  
\ S  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h o  A s s e m b l y  a n d  
C i t y  m n d a  u p  t h o  p a n e l .  T h e  o t h e r s ,  I n  a d ­
d i t i o n  t o  D o d s o n  a n d  A r o n s o n  w e r e  M a y o r  
a o i l  W a l l a c e ,  City A d m i n i s t r a t o r  D a n  B c c k -  
L o r s t ,  Councilman H o i  o l d  H a n n o n  a n d  J o n  
H a l l l w i l l ,  n u d  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  
P o t  J o n e s ,  C rw ln  H e r t z  e n d  P a u l  S w i f t .

A  b r i e f  m e e t i n g  t o  c h o o w  U t a  s l t a  f c r  a  S- r . : '  t  i n ' *  P r o p e r t y :  t h t . W t t t  c p p r a x b Read c.-.;o .Mud Cc, R o o d  :of the Halrr;
♦ t- ♦ » . .  -    „»  e

H a i n e s  n i g h  S c h o o l  

a t t e n d a n c e  r u l e s :

tardiness a bummer
B e c a u s e  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  s k i p p i n g  a n d  

u n c x c u s c d  t a u i n e s s  t o  c l o s s e s ,  t h e  H e i n e s  
H i g h  S c h o o l  i s  r e v i s i n g  i t s  a t t e n d a n c e  r e g u ­
l a t i o n s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s  i , r e  b e g i n n i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y :

S t u d e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a n d  
p u n c t u a l  t o  a i l  c l a s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  
U n e x c u s e d  o b s e n c e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  I n  a n  " F "  
g r a d e  f o r  t h o  d a y s  o r  p e r i o d s  m i s s e d .  B o t h  
e x c u s e d  a n d  u n c x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  o r  t a r d i ­
n e s s  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  l o w e r  g r a d e s  i f  h o m e w o r k  
a s s i g n m e n t s  o  r c n o t  m a d s  u p  p r o m p t l y .  A  
s t u d e n t ' s  a b s e n c e  i s  t o  b o  e x p l a i n e d  b y  o  
n o t e  s i g n e d  b y  o n o  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  p a r e n t s  o r  
g u a r d i o n s  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p r i c i p u l ' s  
o f f i c o  w h e n  h o  o r  s h e  r e t u r n s .

T h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  w i l l  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  a  p o l ­
i c y  o f  c l o s e d  c a m p u s .  S t u d e n t s  a r o  t o  t e m c i n  
i n  s c h o o l  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  a r r i v o  u n t i l  
t h e y  o r o  d i s m i s s e d  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h a  e x ­
c e p t i o n  o f  t h o  l u n c h  h o u r .

I f  a  s t u d e n t  m u s t  l e a v e  t h e  s c h o o l ,  h e  o r  
s h e  m u s t  o b t a i n  a n  " o f f  c a m p u s  p a s s "  f r o m  
t h e  o f f i c e ,  i f  t h o  s t u d e n t  n e e d s  t o  I c a v o  
s c h o o l  d u r i n g  . c l a s s  p e r i o d ,  h o  o r  s h o  m u s t  
o b t o i n  o n  o f f  c o m p u s  p o s s  b o f o r o  c l o s s  b e ­
g i n s  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h e  p a s s  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  
t e a c h e r  b o f o t o  h o  o r  s h o  I s  p o r m i t t e d  t o  
I c a v o .  T h e  p a s s  m u s t  b o  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  p e r ­
s o n  o t  t h o  s t u d e n t ' s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  a n d  w h e n  
t h o  s t u d e n t  r e t u r n s ,  h e  o r  s h e  m u s t  b r i n g  
t h e  s i g n e d  p o s s  t o  t h o  o l f i c o  t o  o b t o i n  a n  
a d m i t  s l i p  t o  c l a s s .

L e a v i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  
d a y  W i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  w i l l  b a  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
t r u a n c y  o r  s k i p p i n g  o f f e n s e .  S k i p p i n g  w i l l  b e  
h a n d l e d  I n  a  n u m b e r  o f  w a y s :

1. Detention
2 .  P a r e n t  c o n f e r e n c e .
3.  I n - s c h o o l  s u s p e n s i o n .
4. S u s p e n s i o n .

D e t e n t i o n  m o y  b o  g i v e n  f o r  t h o  f i r s t  o f-  
f c n i c ;  s u c c e e d i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  w i l l  b a  h a n d l e d  
u n c o r d i n g ! / .

11 f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  a  s t u d e n t  I s  t a r d y ,  h a  
o r  s h o  m u s t  o b t a i n  o  s l i p  f r c m  t h o  o t t ! c >' b o ­
f o r o  h o  o r  s h e  I s  r i n n i t ! ' :< > , t f i  c l c ’ t  A l l  
u n o x c u s o d  t a r d y  s l i p s  w i l l  c u t  a  p-no|(y  
o f  a he i f- l i-  ■ - d r t .- i iM o n  I t  a  - t u i - o r  I s t  

t y  t i  i . r, I ! i  t : h e  m u * t  ha-** 
O i>" * * t to r r t  ' h i l  t-cv .'h-- n l v l n n  t h e  d a t e  • 
p e r i o d  o n d  r c c c c . t .  i i t b  s l i p  w i l l  c r i t n l a  t h e  ,
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Special ''eetirr Ho. l A d  The meeting was called to order b y  Tlayer David 

Black at k:l'J’ p.m. in the Activities poc~ of the ’Vir. School Buildirr.

Poll Call I rr e ,'enJ:: David Black. Pat Tores, Paul Swift, Erwin Herts,

Absent-: Cary '’nune'. A list o r visitors o*~ this meeting are attached.
d.ycu'-t-ri')

Purrose o 1' this "estlr.r: This ineetinr was called to discuss v.-ith the
Borc-irh Assembly and a representative of the Dept. of Community and Regional 

Affairs and Governor Tfamnond’s special assistant, .Tessie Dodson, 
the new sttornev cnneral's opinion c c n c e r d n r  third class borourh rowers.

David Black asked that the minutes show that t'ayor Gail Wallace, Council- 

men Harold Hannon and Ten Halliwill a d  G i +v Administrator Dan Bockhor; t 
were p r e sent .

David PI nek introduced Bruce Aronson of the Department of ” tmnwirity and 
Regional Affairs and Torsip Dodson, Gnecial Assistant to the Governor.

David Black rent 'shod that comments be limited to abon* A minuter; per 
person i p nossi lie.

TV was stated that the new attorney eonernl fs opinion is to limit Rrd 

class boronrh rowers to on!" education. Ho service districts, or no 

rowers e>c r l n n n i n r , platl.’nc, and son I nr may be oxorci so.].

’Vs. Bodson staged f a t  Inis ot ‘tiion meant ird class borourhs powers must, 

be copffped to esses'!?nr .and ‘axaliep and cducat!«n only. The stated 

that I1' we feel 11'1*1 we peed more p o w e r s . we will hove to form another
form of rovernment.

Bruce Aronson stated that in,-, repartition!, of fommunity and Per tonal Affairs

must, s t v  1 hv the pew a11nrr v General's opinion.

’Vs. Bod son stated that, the Fairbanks North P tar Borourh in considering 
roinr into a third class borourh and thov '’eel this conflict of opinions 
should lie n court decision.

Far! ••eitttniller asked what, would happen if we w o n 1 back to a PerIonal 

Educetianal Distrtct fpom opr thi”d class borourh.

Bruce Aronson said that the City would not be responsible for 1 ho students 
outside of i,h.> Pi tv of Haines, hut that, they would he the responsibil : ty 

of a Hpp'ion.al Educational A o n d a n c o  area which is based in Anroon. Ho 

seated that d e c  ted representatives from outside the Gi by of Haines would

meet in Anrooji. ’V. Aronson also said that since \>e have no powers of

nlanninr, nlattinr, and ",on!nr that the ,G1,ate can come in and do this 

outside the Gity of Haines, In other words, we are an unorranirod borourh 

as far as nlanninr, plattinr. and uoninr is concerned.
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Dorothy ^ossman read the powers of a third class borough from AS 2°.41.010. 

She stated that in her orirvicr, the n htorney c c n e r a l 1 s opinion of 1/6/7'? 
v:as stunid as we have areawide powers for education and that his opinion 
conflicts with Article 10 o r the State Constitution and the State Statutes. 

She also stated that we can create special n e w  services and that this 

should he Proved in copra as his on'nion is in conflict, also, wit h  what 

the legislature nut th.rourh orifinally.

Pruce Aronson stated, that in his opinion, the Governor will not come in 

and stop n e w  service areas, hut someone here who is not villinr to pay 

the t , l e v i e d  for this service, m ay not hesitate to do somethin^ to try 

and stop us. he read AS C*"1.42.010 - Cervine Areas, "o also stated that 

we are not defined as a "horourh" under Title .?o, hut are a municipality.

Jessie hod son stated that she thinks there ’.was an opinion 1 y  the Attornr • 

for the Lori slat i vc Affairs whi ?h stated that he thinks there aro three 

completely eoual I n t c n r a t a t i o n o  of this opinion.

1. Just as Oo^othy Cossman has pointed out,

P. Just as ih“ now atforppv e o n e r n l ' r. opinion states.

2, That this was put in soley fop M-e puri’toso of extend'’nr more third 

el ass horourh powers I” 1 oris1 "tIon,

Je s s i e  Podson. also 'ion I ioned that unr.il this opinion is chp.ll o n r e d , the n e w  
nfctnrnoy rr»rjoml ' s cpinion will probably not, chanjo.

prnce ‘r on son said 1 "’at Alt' 'ate arencies will he ruidod hv this new 
opinion o^ tl nt'ovrmv r e r c r a l .

Piano Pennon said that sho in safi ’fied witli the w ay wo are r o w  and floes
not thi" . we need a c h a n r o  of eorornmr.d'..

0a1l Wall nop stated iv>at tho s ‘‘v is Tlloral by extending fire services 
outsido the ritv.

rranlc '"all ace stated that, they had an TJO Test dor o so tha I p e o p l e  outside 
the r : ,v eo\il i have hotter- insurance rates, but td >y are now told a. hat,

these people have to ho within . service ares i,o qua I !py<

Petty Peiiimillor s u n rested that for M-.e hr no fit. of .some people here who

are ^ajrlv new to the .aren Idat. the !If('er',nt powers of 'lie c'as sen of
boroughs should he e>rplaired.

Pruce Aronson shower) what, mandatory rowers each class of borourh Iv.s.

1st Glass Porourh 2nd Glass Ppr-ourh ?rd Class B'^ourh

1. K P’ICATTOM i. EPUCATTON 1. EPUCATTON

2. PLANNING, PLATTING ?. P L A N N I N G , PI,AT- C. TA TAT TON
K "OMTMG. TTMO ?, CONTNG.

?. TAXATION, 1. TAXATION.



HAT Ur'S BOPOro.H ASSF^LT Fare 3

Pari Heirmiller stated that if the State comes in and nones, we will ray 
for it anyway.

Prune Aronson sta+°d that is nrohably true as the State will most

libelv lev y  a tax for this.

Dorothy rossman sail she wants to kno w  w h y  v:. re through all +he orrani- 

zation if the State lerislature oar. be our Assembly. She said that she 

doesn't think that the State can come in and 'lan, nlat, and zone nur area

Ray Smith said that w e  need to k n o w  what rowers we really have. He said 

that in his orinioi , we have the same rowers as in the b e g i n n i n g< only 

a different orinlon; there has never been amendment concernir.r ‘his power. 

R a v  stated that in I is opinion, if the Board refuses to rive the people 

of the area the newer to vote in a fire district, they ar<~ in conflict 

with the State Statutes and their own Porourh <Vde.

David Black sa'd that'his Pined has never yet will ini'ly, or knowinrly not 

responded to public opinion. 17r' stated that this is why this mootinr has 
beep called: to h.eae whet the people want.

Dorothy ro .unman nai 1 she wanted to 'mow w h y  v/e p v n  as>od the S' ate about 

s e t t  i n n  u p  t h i s  f’ i  re M s t r i ’t.

David Black said that we did not, that this was only coincidental.

Pruce Aronson, said he would 1 ik>. to explain h ow this enrne i:r. He said tha 

the "airbanks Horth Sl ar Borourh was oonsidoripr a poti tion to r e - c V  .ssify 

to a third class horourh. They asked tb.e State throurh the Depnrtmi .it of 

Pommuni tv and Pori opal A ffn if the I'Ve’ a* orney reperal 1 n opinion was 

still valid. They received an answer that this opinion was overruled and 

that a third class borourh :ar. on!v provide education and taxes to support 

education. They then sent a copy of this opinion In us. He p d that he 

then came u p  to our last Porourh moot in? to explain what that, opinion 
really men: t and a reiiresenta t "* ve or tin office was urn in requested to 

attend this rubli" m«Qiinr.

Fdna Hatch s nted tl.at it appears that most peoTle involved in the pronoset 
fire district area do want this set u p .

.Tack ’'orris stated that he loesn't want to see anymore roveriimeni at this 

time. He said he doesn't, see why we need service areas outside the (11 tv 

when we can contract with the municipality for fire protection,

Pruce Aronson raid ibat this an be dene and that Ketchikan has a self- 
Sponsored *• *■ ^’ n  ̂̂   ̂Vn r‘7,4’?T)*r r‘ y* '1*'
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Jessie Godson said that v;e do have a choice of orrani/.inc- to another form 

of Poverr.ment or to heeome a Part of the RFAA.

Pruce Aronson stated that any 1st class city or horourh can adept a home 

rule charter, or cities and ^orourhs can unify.

Dorothy ^ossman stated that we should ro ahead and set u p  our service area 

and not ask the Prate.

Pari Heinmiller said that the Porourh Assembly cannot set up the service 

area: the neonl* do,

David Dlerud sunken t.ed that the people ou+ side the Pity set up their area 

ond contract ith the City fire department. He stated that as far as the 

taxpayer within the Pi tv is concerned, he would not at the present time, 

under the Present, interpretation of the lav/ allow one truck tr> po *-ut 
unless its covered 1/ the maximum ability of the law, because in ‘bis day 

and ace, the proper t.hip.r is re sue, and that is just what, could happen.

Pi Aukerman s'ated that he is huildinr a house outside city limits 

which b y  insurance companies ’ r classified r  Pnde IP, outside city limits. 
He received an estimate of $l y e a  to "'1 , aon/year to i nsure his heme, b e­

cause of this, and wh'.-re a person l ivinr w s thin the citv limits will nay 
about PrV.O.nn, 1,o st ated v/i n> a s o 1' un where a fire *ruck could ro out­

side cl tv limits then * ns.urai r a ' es ’would be more •''wearable with the
city rates.

Val erie Truce said she do/vr.' + upde-^rtand ••by people don't want, to chanre 

to a second class borourh.

The public indicated that the’* do not, wap', rlanninr, ola't.inp, and 
sonins outside the city.

Nohert, Henderson stated 'ha t we should stay a t.hir’d class horourh., hut 

have our 1 erf si a tune pass a hill clarify'nr these powers copcerninv 

service areas.

Dorothy ^os.sman made the mol ion v/e met u p  a Pet ition to ask I,he legisla­
ture to cl nr I Tv their 1 n ton I. on service areas.

Hnder the preset.t revenue sharinr nrorrnm, Bruce Aronson stated that s i n c e  
1 hey are hound b y  the new at1 rr.ey reperals opinion, • f we so* up a r.nr- 
vice area for f i r e  protect.Ion, they would not he able to send us the $7.50 
per capita for fire protection in that service area.

Fuck Hess stated that, probably 1 /? of the people here do not, even know 
what a horourh is and that this should be explained.

Carl Heinmlllei stated f ’ at in a second class borourh the only thine that 

is mandatory is that we * stnblish nlanninr, plat.ilnr, and r.oninr, but 

it does not say that the orourh ’flfOT ro out and zone and plan. V/e are 

just like the State.

Betty Heinmiller stated that people should be more open minded about this



HAT’FC RFROTTCH AB.Gp *BLY Pare 5

and if our third class borouph powers are so limited, maybe w® should look 

inxo seeinr what a second clas, borouph could o rfer.

Carl Heinmiller asked Pruce ‘f a  third els'- borourh will receive shared 

revenue ner capita Jn our present status?

Bruce A. stated that he did not think we would, lie read and explained 

area wide powers A° H . f 50, on-area powers, and service areas 
AS ? o . r r .non.

Trarv >'anuel 1 v/antei to know wh’ we are referred to as a municipal i“y and 

not a borourh and why the ''■■•to can plan. Pint aril zone us?

A rain. Pruce A. stated that, since we depot, have the powers n r rlar.nin r, 
p!attdnr, and zonipr, the power rests in 4ho hands oc th® stal®.

Favid Olerud stated 'hat must to somethinm, as, wi t.h the hirh t e e s  in 

this ar®a, and *-h® poor eennemv, we have pothtrir ri"ht now.

m ® ® 1 1 T i r  w a s  z e e ® ,  t *  ] a t  "  i t . ‘ n  m

The meet-’nr reconvened at o . on • .nu

David PI nek sta ted tVai v/e rend a I'oyernmoti1 that v/e ear. control, r,o! the .State oC Federal Governments. Tr we lei I hem run our government, we are ml nr to ret ‘ust v/hat's zemlnr — next 'o no' hi nr. He stated that somehow we have to ut i f‘" or 1 word: loref-hm.
Fie B\|1 •• asked what would 1 e I he ehar.ro i ‘‘ v/e did ro T *, • a .■•oi’orrl class 

borourh.

Bruce Aronson staled that v/e would be the*same, except we would have to 

support n l a nnlf1'. t l a l H r r ,  a n 1 zoninr.

David Black said tha* it ' hnul d he elonr that those powers onTiuo! ho
shoved dowr our throats. ,rnless v/e vole in an ordinance as the people.

Tiie nlarninr and soninr is still lofi up to the people.

Carl Dpirwni 11 or said that he thinks n e state will l«e forced in do pi mi­

ni n r  and zoninr 1 ecause r r the ni vision r ■" hands, p, -'aid that ?p Ihe 
end, v/e will have tr> pay Pot1 this.

Pat .Tones asked Sail Wallace 1 f she had any idea of the impnel these
revenue sharinr funds v/euid have.

Sail Wallace stated that we will nrobntly lose about ':‘'J,OSS with Ihls new 

onlnion, and that the Borourh could lose up to probably about :!'1.0,sno.

•Tessio Pod son stated thai if the .State did come and zone this area, we

would lose some of our local c o n t r o l .

Pat .Tones stated that she too would like to see us contact our lepislntors 
nr ’ have them come up with a bill clarlfyinr their Intent concern'! nr 
these service areas.
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D e a r  S e n a t o r  O r s i n i :

T h e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  e x p r e s s e d  

i n  S e n a t e  B i l l  47 b u t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  m i g h t  m a k e  

t h e  b i l l  m o r e  w o r k a b l e .

A s  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  it, t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  m u n i ­

c i p a l i t y  t o  e x e m p t  f r o m  t a x a t i o n  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  in 

a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  

r e p a i r  o r  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w h e r e  s u c h  w o r k  

e n h a n c e s  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  

e x e m p t i o n  r e a d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  g o e s  t o  " t h e  a s s e s ­

s e d  v a l u e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  to r e a l  p r o p e r t y . "  A s  t h e  " i m p r o v e m e n t s  

to r e a l  p r o p e r t y "  i n c l u d e  t h e  e n t i r e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  a p ­

p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  e x e m p t  

t h e  e n t i r e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i f  r e c e n t  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  

r e p a i r  o r  r e n o v a t i o n  h a s  c a u s e d  t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  t o  i n c r e a s e .

I f  i t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to e x e m p t  o n l y  t h e  i n ­

c r e a s e ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e ,  I w o u l d  s u g ­

g e s t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

(F) M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  m a y  b y  o r d i n a n c e  e x e m p t  

f r o m  t a x a t i o n  a l l  o r  a n y  ^ a r t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  

i n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  r e a l  p r o p ­

e r t y  i f  s u c h  i n c r e a s e  i n  a s s e s s e d  v a J u e  is 

d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  o r  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  

r e p a i r  o r  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  
a n d  i f  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e p a i r  o r  

r e n o v a t i o n ,  w h e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  e n h a n c e s  t h e  e x ­

t e r i o r  a p p e a r a n c e  o r  e s t h e t i c  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

l a n d  o r  s t r u c t u r e .
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T h e  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  i n  t h e  a b o v e  s u g g e s t e d  l a n g u a g e  i n v o l v e s  t h r e e  

c h a n g e s  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  F i r s t ,  i t  w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  m u n i c i ­

p a l i t y  t o  a l l o w  a n  e x e m p t i o n  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  

t o  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  e t c .  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i ­

p a l i t y  a l l o w  a f u l l  e x e m p t i o n  o r  n o  e x e m p t i o n .  T h e  a m  u n t  o f  t h e  

p a r t i a l  e x e m p t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b ?  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  o r d i n a n c e .

T h e  s e c o n d  c h a n g e  m a k e s  c l e a r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  c o u l d  

n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a s s e s s e d  v a l u a t i o n  w h i c h  

i s  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  e t c .  T h e  t h i r d  

c h a n g e  i n v o l v e s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  a n  

e x e m p t i o n  m a y  b e  g i v e n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  

a l t e r a t i o n  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

a n  e n h a n c e m e n t  m u s t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  c a n  b e  g i v e n .

T h e  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n ­

t e n c e  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  a r e  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e t a i n e d .

W e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b e  g i v e n  a l i t t l e  m o r e  f l e x ­

i b i l i t y  t h a n  is c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  s e c t i o n .  A s  p r e s e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  

t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  to g i v e  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  y e a r s .

W e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i s  a l l  o r  n o t ’m  ng  a p p r o a c h  

t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  g r a n t  t h e  e x e m p t i o n s  f o r  a 

p e r i o d  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  f o u r  y e a r s .  A l s o ,  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r i o d  

r u n  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  is c o m p l e t e d  o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  

a p p r o v a l  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  l a t e r ,  c r e a t e s  t h e  p r o ­

b l e m  w h e r e b y  a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  m a y  c o m e  i n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  

a f t e r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  t o  m a k e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  A t  

t h i s  p o i n t  i t  m a y  b e  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  

c a u s e d  b y  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t .  I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  b e  d e ­

l e t e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  m a y  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  

o r d i n a n c e  w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  e x e m p t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I s u g g e s t  

t h a t  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  b i l l  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

A n  e x e m p t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  

c o n t i n u e  f o r  a p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  f o u r  y e a r s  

f r o m  t h e  d a y  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i s  c o m p l e t e d .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  I w o u l d  b e  lv t o  d i s c u s s  t h e m  w i t h  

y o u .  I c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  5 8 6 - 3 3 0 0 .

Ver_, t' n i y  y o u r ^ ,

G e r a l d  L. S h a r p  

C : i t y / B o r o u g h  A t t o r n e y

c c :  S e n a t o r s  C r o f t ,  R O J e y , W i l l i s ,  

F e r g u s o n ,  H a c k n e y ,  S u m n e r  

D o n  B e r r y ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  
A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e
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